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lafcro&iettois 

Hattonal seoaxltf iipaji a liwber of iaeter# that epm 

the lieXt. of O^o-etraix*©'*# Gk^pz^litica^ i-Tetlonci. ;li^ter«3»t& mA 
listorn«t3*fiBX ictl.rifcitjRs with wsihhifejfuxliig oouiritirieii* ti^Om 

strategic location Ic one of the 'Wost If^portrnt factor fct* ttm 
eeoarifcy cf. tl\« OEttoiib location in th^ wrliS map hm Iwn 

m. cafifetaiit f^jclxar xfix its ^jecurxty* Ktel^‘a*s in fchE nortli arssS 

Inaiaii Ocean in the ^jotith htsi rBxrmtS in the pm% as s rii-.>teir«ii bacreiir 
&t ineda**? sfAm’ii-y fegetet ^cji.©iis^:wo«ia toy »o3;eig»r», ait l,ii ill# 
chaiig#*^ cir€uiR»t«nc®6 of pregent t l»|ghte of ii»»ifitaifi aid depths 
of the saa mm no mom barrier. China therete'e# could succeed in 
&l fill lug its Mbltians In tius diffiidicfiis and D^tiitsd Klngdoii l« United 
states of HMrica could sticc^d theU' atobitioiis for estebllshing 
strong navid. bases in the world oceans* 

India*# location as a littoral countries in the east of ^ablayn 
sea Is om Bax its being dominafit oomnitted to the estibllehment of 
peace and stability In this regionr » "well as its own security* In 
the pact tlKs arltlsh mv&r rela;®sl their hc‘Id on M^lm sea da» to 
ito location nsnn-ound”?;'! Isy India# Palclstai# Iran# csa»n* 

Ycnr'ti* Rljibati# fosialla mi'.' It Sixaed e iiltal point 

of India's security in t!"*3 Me:t» X'~e locatloi:. caused the ajvwriineiit 
of India to watch t'«s Sm-mlomept in all tl« littoral ooiintrl#** of the 
M^iaim sea* m olhsr topertanfc aritloh Interest in tto .fr^blao m& 
was the ksrg^e slum India to w/st through Bmti sea# sw ®2 canal to 
t®ran«?an e®n# tooth tli® sueurlty of India and. tl» deveXopmai*; of trsdo 
routes betweitii India and littoral couatrlec of c»tthfcrl*» 

and European oooitrlefi* ■ : :: :: ;; . / ^ : : : ; 



wr^mh ar@ fuaiiily eodNOKieiiev tiae lit^rt; peidpol. 

prodsictu mC. a3qif;rt of ln«i9iietrial piafil:» «ci^ aSir«fiaftS 

aaliigjir* 'ilae m sl:Ah Slmt Unm i.ta basaa la tlia aastitf !ne<ilt«raii» 

':' ama alao CDimiianl^l^’ mmnt its fcaak ll»rc»is iis the itiMim omm tiwmmhi 
Mi mm & m:Mm pea tiiclag oaHf 4 or so* - - 



tim USSR aerlir®® oooelileriil^e «iar«feefte Bxm thm 

mpmim o€ waterway at a» It has tha xmtm of 

their warships* it cais now aeaS Its i^ips mm nm hlm± sea hmm 
at m'wmmttpml 2200 mUss morn th® Arabian mm via sms rather eiaao 
lloo lailes long trip arouna Afirle® or th® §000 nil#® Img trip froBi 
idahiwutak « the time ti^an heii^ rmmmrnik mm ahoitt 22 fi^s to 
Joat 5 aays, &ich a shartMcitt roato woalii facilitate So¥lot 

aiccasa to th® Xirliafi ocean throo^i mmlbim sea* 

CoiKlnSli^ hy it iniiy hs saif that the ostanaihl® Jixstifieatijon 
for i«orlf powers military preset in the region is stetei to be mainly 
the protection of Meritlm roittoa# eapeciiily oil ©u^ly lines to anS 
mmu The psrsiaya Oilf oil flelOs against hostile naval pcmmam in 
arabian sea* the real intfsitions of the oreat powers to assist ttm 
colon iil reglnes in the littoral countries inflawios oil g>toiuictlng 
countries of sea to atrengtoen toiler ite reglMs and support 

thelx alljes in the area* to profc»et tlwiir eaonoiiilc and other inter- 
ests* 

the sino-FA collision can be a threid: to Indito aecurity in 
the Fabian sea* itiere they can Jointly mobili^ their na?al poMrs 
with h«lp of jfeMTica against India* The opening of KmsSKxxrm hlgtw» 
w^ through Kha!||r#» pass in occtt^iad iCashmir i«e« Ktmbgm* gUgrlt 
KnaraeJii road he® ® ^«at slgitlficanBe ifor China as it giire® her direct 
overlisid access to the arabian sea* ’Bia Fesicliig telanabad atois is a 
fame deeper thto nd^t meets the mdced To the Fiicistm lei^lbratilp 

obeerwed with iemr of Xndis# friendship witli China has becoie sacro- 
s^nt* iHiey had coRtrlbtiiaed Iheir role as a bridge hetifieii insitlnsiton 


Alttoiigh jaratelaa mm is a mmXl m& witls th# Ittlk of tl* : 
popiilatloii living along Its ^lorss# cm not ovsr e.v::^.-«l«ea* : 

tlie intsrroptioii of tshe big pomrs in ms Imdim ocssn m mtll m 
its lisfesresfce in tl^ person djlf tKMsatries hm& mwBm m& secwflty 
profeSLem ©f tXm region feirfelier ooEplicatedU Tlais tb«r® Is greet weed 
for the ©okablisliRieiit of secasrlfey asstsmm. to tlie Jirablan sea* Ttm 
fall of slmli of Iran# the WSSft presence in ^^iihaiiisteo end iKwaraPcw ; 
of ir^lrdl^ war ties mmgmS m new power v®«»» in the llfetarei 
countries of aarj^ian see# As a rmnilt u.s. has stjrifteiS to provlJte e i 
wassiw willtarsf aid to taliistan for eating their eteong powRKr tiad.«iK«! 
influence in the region. China is a {p:eat sig;»porter of m»Ptk ellla» I 
nee. caolla^^ation of l3®-»itflE#^hlna has swerged new liorisofia of i 
caao-str stag leal# ^o-politicid n^prieal iJi Arabian sea fcnr the seesrlts 
of India. 

a^Hia..terical. lacacgronnd 

Hie arnblan sea and the littorals sorroandlng it have flgtrad i 
prominentljr in histors^ since tine temaorial* Ths aneient civillne^ 
tione of Bahsfloii# itosopotania and India hmre fUnrished along its 
shores. The Bnrsian# ace«ic# Arab and Indians have left their imprints: 
on these littoral lands# Tha JAcrtugase# hatch and the Erencdt ham : 
each ventured into these waters in the not too distant past# and tte j 
aritlsh converted this area of sea in to their personal imrn only loo 
years ago. ^ile the united states is prepared to use Bxm to pro* I 
tect idiat it oons iders to he# Its vital intwreste in this raglon, the j 
Soviet a taf hundred kilometres awiy# are most ooneemed wlfcli neeant i 
dnvalopnents Just bi^nd their southern bordars. j 


the- Oilf m eaiiisitioii of tgtmim mm hm hmam mm 

foaiB of Qg ate>8t %im ®iitlr« noria. Ifc is onljr «h« iSqpo* 

©it® of curSaon th«t hmm givsn thi® mmm ®i»ls mm slaratogte li^ertwcNs. 

rogioniA iBablttoBS Illc«i2r to tli® pmmom statoHity of 

tottth teta ? Msw i® USA 4 tfiasR 9 ol®@ to r«i|>oiia «ms1i ^cofelew i« 
j&ilaro iBiii mhak demm mmim mm mmm tmm on Xnil®*® seetBritegf* 

%i ansMor ttwso a aotaUoi ttoaiyais of Qoo<» 

political and <l®o-»sti:at^iK5 ®l@»i£ic®iaa» of tlia Ar^abian m* will te 
nooosaaacy* 1^1® otitay idll mMKmmm Itoolf to mm factor® pla^ 

m aifnif leant xol® in m ain»®*® politieil awid atxatw$ic 

iaiportanc® mA thou rnxmim mrnm In mint Ion to eo&tmum^^ 
mofi^ in tbi Jra^im naa. ftia fknwntlc proMaro® in oacti emntrios# 
tlio roglonal oemflSot® and tb® rolation of tbmo littornl nntioni 
with oiitoiflB powwc® will alao lie aiwilysef witti m rntm to l^tifytof 
the problim ani s^oipaet® of pmmm in the mmim mmm area in 
able ftilnre* 

ATabliUEt sea i® located in the itirth-weatern part of the mdlan 
ocean in betwen tP to 2lP north liatitndto® lutl WcP to BCp Saetern 
longittttes s It ha® 4Soo taau of coaat tijorn* with about ispo Inlands 
and S?S Inlets# Inol’tiiii^ lilbehaSo^# ifiaiesog and Maldlwes# It. 

only about f% of the total area of the Iniliw canan* it Kmim^ 
mt& 9% of Clobid riiwr runoffi. It 1® a^aridiiiigr tbe two penininilao 
in^im and Arabia, The narthem boundary of tl» aea im lai^ letdcod 
mi it rocleimi water® of aidinlty ^sm mm cAilf tte red mm» 
tim Otlf water How® theougrh mm mmmm atoait wtiloh 'ha® a MUtimm 
aiUki^^^ of mmm 3m m wfeUe tm .red &m water CIomw tlKou#i mm 


M wltlk the mUl of l-aS »e* u 

Vkm ooXjf tyo wirtmr iita«j»os of Ite «^itl»|jifi Ma i^loh orS^iiolos 
I tte iit»rtli» Hio of %%o @ui.i aoS tJm mm»^ 


imm lamn trosod oil ow tslio ^obiidi m& to tte #<|yiotor* ‘ 
E cott la@ iteitliloi in t!io iS^th rtisgo tm to ^ lu 

>i«fi MO rolotiiwisr foyer porte ^ twriotiire* tlie ea«t«rii 



Thm geograplilcel IsounSarloe of the boo him bmn o auhjoet of 
miK:h dlMiisslon end are not ^ot fihoilf Mt^ioA. cotwtaiif# the 
doscriptioii offered fhe loi^ootloiiid, fi^ADographie huroiu i» <KOf|>-> 
ted« Moc^diogi^ Ite yestero hoimdrf lias ^oog the n^idlM of mpm 
4^i£lhas {2D^ east latitude) and wHm at the yeet^ti ooaat liim ooiast* 
rle» are tJMs cmm* TcMii# Men# Soiiiilia and north yestero tsoaetal 
csountriee arc irao^ irag» myait# Salraiti# Oatar* dte aoutJMm 
tal oountriec «re Mldiipea# M^<dbfOlIea imi Chapoii and the 

eastern teotidarf 1@ mate the yeiitirfi ooaetal line of India* 


R*C* Shma# ihe ocean Beil it lea Md PxociiMte# Ba^eah P^ieatloiMi# 
Hay mill# F*f. 


ia»id# 



isiftiid#* It lias a t0tt^ mm of 76 stiaairm mllos and onX^ 

d^amt iOOQ pooplo* Hia onlf isli^ of tshia gxov^ i» iiw 

litfteiir of oiago-c^ti^ia* It tmmmmm Ilasl iiilIo« It Iji in 

tlie Ixilt oi txc^le^ ttada ult^ and lias a ncidexrat# eilmailo* It i« 
at prsMnt 'ititilur tin in^fitantnea oi leiaeloam# ulio laaipa tixmad 
military l»a8@« 


Hi tlift nost of ttis Balaian idloot witli tlm atarHifan 9S mm 


it 

it 


rnitmtM isXan&i o£ Tkm &M 9Z 

iwiXmMm flai« is tlifi fROst iispcartafili and llm 40^ and mmVh 
latitude and east Ininittsde* It Vi mlX% long anS 4»? nil^ 

wide* tlie stratagie l»pi»rtittie« oi tlw 92 lidlai^n of ai^fiMLls is 
groat# inxr tlsig' «ro tie iUrat iaial p$»mm on tba inba^MIrlce xruim* 

tte taxxitoiri’# itout |DO>*9go Icma* off t3m «x»aat of ismtt&m 
oonalata of a gsoyp Vf oceral iaiwiida* oeXy to of uiiie}) ara 
^d« tba total area is 32 ag^lma* Ifia um oi a^inistratlon nr* 
iooatod on tie Kawaratti laiai^ He Isiatid i^q^tili noif tmter tte 
Infliiaiice of prloifti'fa agrteitiitnrai praetiCMa is laidocgoing eliafigoa* 

thm gm^ atru^bdlei JMlarnidfclonai maritime xonta 

to antS iiem tha rad sea Peraliui naii and the MrtSe^ijm mm posem to 
€t»inbci mvS. l»^ond# the «nit|JOSt has stritagie ^rnHvm alonsr 

India's r<}iitl»»if»at i^atie# In erlala aitaid^lon-aenileriiig tie actSc 
witie® of ftsreiga trmdfrs liid leatUe airmofta, Moreow# the^ 
m-mt^ miltiii^itoi SiULiniSa and isieta along tie west ooast wliiott 
can hm used tor giestlonable aotiiritiee aanggling ani 

other lotlirities* 

It needs to be meidtloiied the wilti purpose logistic I»»m 
on Biego-^rcia about 12S0 laesi. SsrthMr south sui^sorts us CSMCCH 
operattons in tie Fabian siui Persian Oxli region* m airacoi^ and 
worships to snd the haws been mpmu^ltsg close to India* s 
ocean twritories# the noieis pose no Whmm to ItsSia# it 

glues the Mpper power the cipiMlity of esowting j^eaiire on Hidin 
at a tine of its «diooaing« 


ttl9p®4 M^tiaii i« i»3q^se4E to tatm mhH t •Hioofwr ©o»tJ»l« 
tli® StiSiait &mm ^bminstos Mia* ‘Sliia cMeoati is tl» to tho ss'veii 
sons* In tlie aiet oatttiairsr distil^ o€ tlio iioclS wUl te €leieiitod 
' OR Its wiMrs* * Iliis staymmat Iso sasugrparatei# Mb sMms to 
ooRtaiR some trutli* Brm oi^ tN» iii^liiwi omaA liw bmt an m'Ofie 
> 3 licr« th» riira&«riii8 of gfmmt pammcB are pt9^& out. 

tlie stratoglo l^poartauoa of Mri^ia» mm im iRilia is nalnl^ 

Sue to its igso^iiiihiesi loeatJoeb ‘Stas It^tortaot isia xoittes vMoli 
trsvorsai it# mA xish Rstuirsl. xmmemipmm of ttas Semd^r pc^^atstf 
mmtximm or its mhmmk, Has m» zoutss of tlas jral»isR ®ss misMot 
lasr ifsar of idM mgerntm Ouif mM Hsi ssa. M Wm xmixm mm iooatsd 
xii&i R^nrai M«iiii:f sooi# Juts# tsa# tin# arulaNr# gold# 

coppsar and nsgwisiisa# in additioR to Ita mat Izp^rtiRt Ratursl 
xssousew# twi^y oil 1 r the %iest«r$i jraMan m&m in rsc^iit yeaura 
Idle uRitsd atstiis# usstern ISurop end bswu bsocms inearsiyilrjgls^ 

rslimt on oil from tte vmaim < 3 a.lt and this dafandence is XlVsly 
to pareist into tee future* Host of those oil ao'w*^nts hew.' t© 90 
through Ite jurehien mm 

iin^i^aR mm rs0oR hm hmxmm wr^ ssnsitiipi sse arse 
cf tte world* H^uehiiig it's mm% oil pmaiKsitig oountrias this mm 
hm hmtom wry isiportsRt fron fiiilitsry point of vSmm> India’s 
maritiM houndariss 'isxo oonisntsd with Pakistan in this ssa roglon 
whloh ©till haw not settlsd* 7 tm a^mmm of ^llmllatSon of siri- 

hli nwrt^ ** 9he HiAlJHi oes«a t atraiwfio iPiMsnsi 

the latlmmsim fauartarlf# SsmH lfT 7 # 


tslme bottfiaacy wifeU Faktstan & mmiMmim ta:lta®te-is lUcely t» 
create soma pmMaitis* Tbmcm have te@ii cams af poaching 

toy Faktsfcan teawl-ars augS toaate# toarasnaeafe of IwSlim fi^wo 

iKieii aaa hijadclng of swrchaiifc ves®®l.s hy Urn FaScistaa Mavy iiii!l its 
niarittee oecarity igeticy to mm Xnicl^ab-caklm region an^ off 
of eamraslitra* In J'armwry 3Si8, P^iatiw soiaaS six Indian ifascchant 
vessels on w®ar to Idho ooaat of sanmshtara toom &m Oalf parte# t^o 
tvwiflers# SQfna fishing hoate aoiS ai^reteiid acm© fi£lmi?«en» In a«rl.y 
198B tlwre \mM 230 Indian iMu^citeii an^ fiahlng in FiScintwi 

euLstody# %ihil© 200 Fiicistani fiahmiati M»d ao tooat® iXlagally pc*> 
ching in Indian water %m:® in India* s ciiate%«i miwmesCf m a gao* 
ttira of godidwill# it wan agreed on FahmiKy 12# ItSS hy booth govern- 
s^nta to relaaMi tite boats and fli^iaxmii* 

Fikistan has not approactetd India to dalitiaatii the maritime 
boundary i it teems to be interested in keeping tee cteldroa boiiifig 
for reiMKiii best known to it. However# given the gmodwiXl# there can 
ba no reason vdw maritime boundaries with s»glad@sh and FiiicistaR 
can not be settled within fclie fifame work of an International law ofi 
tee subject. Minister of state for extte'nal affairs Hatwar singh 
told til® Sjok stena on Msirch a# tdiat India was taking steps to ertter 
into nJgotiatlon® with Pakistan for demarcation of boindary,. 

In;3tabil Ity in this eiaritlute teaatre and carvii^ n^hasres of 
influiBuce t!y outside oowca: on western flaak in Jurtelan sea out- 
side power pose a potentiid. threat to India's C3eean terxltorles, 

Si»h a csonflict iptetrum brings In teorp ioeas the atrateglc locetloit 
ofi»shore instadLatioiis and far-fltnig islamS groups, the I^M-tanee 


of n.3vaL defence has been inhanced by India's decision to ej<ploit 
under water resources in exclusive economic zone (ESC). Defence 
K.C. Pant told the parliamentary committee of the defence ministry 
of February 18, 1988. India can ill-afford to ignore great oov/er 
and tneix' proxies or oppertun is t ic client states amassing sophisti- 
cated weapons excerbating tentions, shifting the focus of cold v/ar 
close to its v/ators of geograpliicnl proximity. Despite the UK 

OCia<an 

General Z^Svsembly resolution declaring the Indian^a none of Peace 
in December 1971, the great pov/ers have steipped up their naval 
deployment and upgi'ad'ed and created nev: m il it ary facilities increa- 
sing insecuirity, tentions and instability on India's v/estern flcinlc. 
Finally ,-I will be grateful to the readers for their valuable^ suggestion( if any) 


to imprpte this work. 
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.2a§.teilsals. ,§^M 

Tte iis^rfcunc® of goo^rajptlitciid fasits on ttie aewlopnient of 
hietorf is only mw rocioirliig wi<S® «n^ geiwol recognifelon# Oeo- 
Kiitlcs 08 a hanamaiS of warfora m • guido ftir politick pfio- 
gr«m»iies mmf be a racent pemdo sclenea# tonfc m early ae fete fcarth 
centMiy ’A»C, m tmm in lCiWitilya*s Arfeteliastjra# a iafinitlois of 
Cb^‘avartl|»®tli«f boufiaariaa ai^ laiiia@ whlob mhemld hAong to miw 
mpixm Ema In re^c«fe of tte mJorn acleiwa of teopolitios# 
iniSiia can claim to be a pioiio«r* Tfeie qpioatloii of nultalto lima 
fronfeloTii agitatod tJm groat mii^a of linglo-ln^a tomi the time of 
k*aKr«»n ifeastinga* Lora CursEin# gsm to ttm ^eatlon of IrorK 
timrm a aclontlfic basin aiid mpimsimS Its i&iportaiKO as a scbjeci: 
wortiw of sorious sto%» Lora Oirflon tboi^tof tbs sea m 

only as a frontiw ana not as s vitsl fe^ritorial ares, 
tte iitterposition o£ tte mm mmst csoantries lost tteir inttiroatfi# 
m India willingly mgrm^ to part with tte aafeiiniatratlon of ^isi# 
one ol tte Uef point for tbs control of tte oceanic sisa probaisly 
tte north wester n part of Inaian ocean# i.e* /rabian sea* 

If interest in tii© probleme of tte i^-abian sea was absent 
in India iteeif# it is not a matter of snrpriae ttet It dii iiot. 
reciwc Kscch attention iSdoik the- writers on Ges^lltlc® Asewtiare*. 

■U.M.,. ■;itoMig#nce,.o.f .. tte. ^ea 

The Middle East Politics wemifi probably bane ruB along its 
nfiual coiiTM# bet there arrifftrad oil. oil was toond bare oarly in 
the tfwntieth Csntory. but it was not till tte jRrad»»Xcri«l Mr of 
1973 that it disQOTsrsd its pow«r* It was Ibr tte first tints that 
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this -asria roallEOfl what tt meant to have more than half the oil 
reseives of oar planet, to produce one third of the total ’Wild « 
oatout. and to have command of oil power In a few hande. ^ Jmonfl 
the 13 Bianhera of the ca>BC eovan are In the Middle East. 
great monopoly waa compounded hy rlae in prlcee from 2 to over 
X 3B per barrel by 1981* tWroatenlng to oacalote eirther and giv 
ojiportoro acoeas to financee at uVjbt InspU-e yet another 
Bttiax of Mabian ivighta. «« the fUet time asaln. a developlBB 
region hae )>ad anough and to apane to develop Itrolf. 

The fundnaental caaoos of Ita paot weshnoao-laek of roa- 
ourcea. low level of economic development, and poor ofUcatlon-erm 
being riptdly ransdlod. Much of the old jvrah Ingenuity and eo- 
llghtanad culture lo undergotw renaiasanoe In the modern setting 
and one to iurprleed ho»r even the analleet of the etatea l» ralaing 
infraetractura of the higheet clnaa. ■rtiare ate coming up owollent 
e»i«nlcatlon systamn. blogeefc refineries a fertilizer planta 
neuolaar reaetore. desalting oomtileres. proeperour, toatfca. end lual- 
bo\i«e» of Intf^rnpfclonal f«te* 

,mmy U mt all immy. ^ 

it a*es oil praAacifsg cmntxim tmrm mimrrnbirn to suto- 

verstofi m5 Bnatxml aggressloru Wnie®® powfflf ntmcmxe cliaagfe- 
ruaicailfd tHere I® » roa«o«i to violence of tli« 

mass®® will not wmpt, thl« lfcs®lf i« » roaaoa ^ rntmm* so- 

I^Metlciitaa islUtiirf It* aoo4 o* am. «mr 

1, iRflla ««« India. omm0 
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«» ^abi» ». atates U u.^««aantea. aacaadimi cortaia 

atatoa of B»rope in the hlah cjiallty of %«»(*>"• P«**^ 

itoUai:* can hiy. ’ **t« nil the ultimata putpoae of M«. ia •» 

cmablo p«plo to fight, ana l« «« pwonniel 

an3 la likely to toeome a oaJor regional and intemattonal can- 


ccr«e 

arltaliEi !»d thm bluest reaA ifl ttm wt*3le 

with it® ^iramatlon of ^ Maairal ba®® foothold 

in the ragioo aiwpoarod, «d nothin® to® taken it® ^ 

aoato there half® been military ^li«»e®» Bmmml 

bilateral treat!®® InwHrlng itisslat mrnXi.s.K* Iraq# the tm 

Yawens an^ others* 


Thsa Is enough in the tsgion to latokc oatsldars. The 
very n.tlonallaa Is s».ctl«an an Invitation, in ®en the rules 
ar*aa tor external aid to praearve the Integrity of the et.te 
against guerrilla relle- «hon tte etates ere too mM, 
unto the ehe^wof giants, as on the Pewian tolf. only extern.1 
props can provide as«r«,« of s^urlty. t« po»«re s««t 

ctooe befitting friends from outside. UlustsM^ed W s«dl ««*!» 
and dordan leaning towards the united states and Iraq towurds the 
avlat gnion. Oil is the dlxe n««l of toc:inology ihieh can ®me 
predosilnantly fEt*" the Inaistrlal atates. Indeed oil is “ <=«««>- 
aity of such vital lms»rta,we that the great t»«us wiW in any 
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cw k«P «*ie kina ot a hoia on «i« taglon. no matter i*at th» 
rcsgloaal state* »ay. 1 l» MMlt «•» **•* '*‘^ 1 ® fcrelen soiaiars 
rather thtnnea oat ana Inciaently they have bean reolacafl hy tech- 
nicians lasineamen. aiploeatefc etrataBlata. Intelligence agents, 
ana traMick.** In am* In nambet. that far **eea anythin that 

%Tas 


The DCorK..aic activity cjwi.l. oppo*'to 0 ltiei 

of ooaritriee like InMa to invest in a«a skill. i»«ia 

te® inf act signed sewal collator at lv« agra«»®iifc» witi* xr®«irXr«i# 

Saudi Mml^0 aod emall«r toll Btutms, of vM,^ the Xrtf>-Witii 
Bhippliag ll»® and Gjstx'action of iniilim Iran with Irim® l^otro- 
aoilora ar® outstanding e3»i«>los. ttestaarii s»o^«r* 


Uvom& It was to Uidia that Iran turned Itof ra^ItolsH- 

laent. India-Middle East 'irada relation® extend ow pa«t two 
to tte« ttonaarid year® and mvo maintalnoa e«ii in the 
mid&t of violent military and |»oil®rcal upiieavel®. Ito dififeronea 
to day lo that trade end ^polltxcc are much u«ra inter'-Uriced tl«n 


evt'X lw£or®« 


It is inooncat'vadle that in the «wfit of ftolent distoioaiw* 

c«, for instance, Xnais conia be ensured of supply oi oil » .natter 
much It pays. n» inaaaace ot oil power on indie coats a 
shedow on foreign relstions. «»ed forces seoirlty end ecohsalc 
a.»valot»s..nt. in « fu: .. the oU u«le trc® the Persian Oilf to 
the west coaet of India te ooBoemed, the upper ureblMi see becoeu.. 
a highly sensitive sector fro* the viewpoint of country- e over ee a 
ooBtu^te. »a so f« «| the score, of -nply ». eonc-tned. the 
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oth« ferns of asoenaeocy as levwage of floaoce, Ifi 

traae, iaflaaiwa at th® intern at iofial control ov« wcrwia^ 

nicatione are very mich in faslilon. Wnlees fcrg®® aHoasi^ 

ana Its per capita rasourcffis in this resi^ct ace lower It ia iaoirna 

to te ottt paced# if not omec Sh^fei^d. 

In ^caOlan sea & recent oceanogr^hlc iavestigattons Indi- 
cate that aach locative as the narrow sheef the J?erslaii Qalf 
the sea atoand in p®trole»# gold and sea feed. ‘«ie es»P s«a 
plains and Gulf© may he wt storehouse© of sea wealth. 


If thirds ^ v»ll# acRi® of th® old ©looping giants of the 
area at”© hound to am® to life in a Mg w^. in tti® past# India 
was one of the cmntries >diiich ,f®lt the Impact of Persia Imoerl®! 
P^;.'3r# 'tihi-ii of its north west %fas combed, 'today Iran h»» 
th® lo o k of the one country with territory# population# and resou- 
rces which could be03i«! a foreifiost state in this part of the world. 
oth« upcorrtlfiQi states are Iraq and iarahia. ait irafsiw 


oolittes of the region# attitude© and influence of ©asternal feces 

t 

have bec»e matter® of high priority in India*© dtplowatic life. 


Ibid# t. 72. 
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'Hiis Indian ocean region is predanlnantly mt mch i»re 
.'■^rieulfeux'^ is naisar*, the indutatrial base toeing sfclll irery wA. 
*te overall iioad producfclon is still i«®dte«|aet€ and laach of tii« 
V4ist miner sa resources are artill untappedL fte total pictoxa of 
foreign trade i#»ws the dotainance of the Inductrlally dew^loped 
countrels avcx the littoral states* ^wost 90-4 of tlie llttorel 
tredc is ©riented to the U.&*A** airc^e Jap«* 'Iho Intra- 
regional txede Is insignificant. 

To tte big powers# this region offer* eiocellent projects 
of iaconomic exploitation. Jpart their natural tim 

teveloplng eountries constitute large iiiarlcets tor the lini^ied 
products of fell® InAistriallsed nations* later '^tafce and inter- 
regional liveries provide tine- Mg showers with opjJortMiiitla® t© 
hlghten the dependence of indlvidial states on them fcr ©ooncmic 
euofsort ard military asslstafKe* 

'flie erilar-giiio attit^ic hnixsrfcance of tiie /rubian fi«a Is 
cvlileiwed % factors such as ttie emergence of China as a %iorld 
l»‘teer# nm growing Jipane^ emnontlc strength# th« ’uig .oowssr ti:v^ 
Iry influassce tact'mical iimovatlonB In eea wsc’fgura. ‘Ite 
vylm &r ?:olitlcai balance has given rise to an «r»iisi Estcm in 
vax'ious states* In additloo to festering regional ^actc# 

milltjiry toa^os have been c^nly estoMi^ed in tte ares toy such 
sfa Um U.t-. A, and idfi^ice, the soviet Union has conffil©- 
tently setting up bases# but finds It necessary to Biaintidn 

« pewawnt naval presence in the »ea ares. 


7 


The situ at ton In region iu mt ot>rm?s.l 'mt tlx's^h 

fftoi.t Iit-lx*ral .states dre Independent a«d j&ome hami <ii.Uit.sr’y 

alliances witli outside powers and seme to'iegn bases hawi iseen 
established. 'i1ie tradli^ pattern has x^ained ovsrwtelnlf^ly e»» 

X father than regional and £or this season#' the enttancusi to 
the #«aMa« sea from the .^ianttc and F^lflc »weaiif. continue to 
b€i of cx'uclal importance. T&w navies of tl'ie littox»A states 
wci^ in cffiMs^parlson with those of the Big powers. "Alie ii«3w p«>litlcal 
patterns that have iimerg^d Ivtve brought to evidence coi'taln rivA* 
rica and coriflicting Interests of regional power s. 

’Ehas# as an area oi ejktraordinarjf potential ii>r natural 
r«soux'ccii# an ai'ea croesed trade rcHiben vital to outside pow«r® 
and those trjlonging to tiie ieglon. an area of a^nflict tog •“’■Ig 
power poltcrcil and <3cono«riic intar'ssta an" oi c;’?;rt'^lii x^jloni^ 

tui <jule*icc# the /'Xablan scu? is a piTOt of ‘af fairs. It t)i4"snld# 

t’hi rotor e# u® t.oxslwhiie to exafilne fch® Int’-srscfci^ aot* cti^ftpulslons 
of thp lour. r«i»qiona1 and, C5.xtra«-rsglon^ ntater wt'ich have faro- 
oiigrt a .nut fell'? oresent csDrtditlons*. 

?ir-er lc'€i*s ecoaunlc interests in the Arahluti tmi-a iiave c'liwaii's 
bees u at ill £*« ashsldexable In the ■|*ost vt vi. 11 i^eriod 0. a. sQ»vt. 
1' ?i otsM'.u.’htc enunciating its concepts ounctytnli.^ thcj • iijn: 

(jccan must r«aln available for firee of 

■sii-ciSAl & R^llltary tr af f ic»*** " "“ ~ *" * ** . wa recplr'e oir rmtas into 
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a cmss the region.. • •«© ar® p^fclcuiariy -ai»«|iietea 

% the potantlal fi>r infifeatoillty In tiie »raian Ouli and %tiat 

this? Right 'means to cwr ana allied oil intaroste. . . • ♦ * . “ 

on# aa InfinltiM. Il»r aqpendwce on oil and ottser iftiaer^s aid 

tho utEca to secwre* marketn for her wamifacturec# the U. s. is 

piobcbly tl'ie most aavanceS in the fcachnolc^y ®nd i.esD«rces neco* 

Bsary fcx oapl^ltlng the vast untapped i««lth oi the jraMaa wsau. 

myi ©wanraiitlc interest© can seiaon be divested irm politic®, itm 

age olfi policy of the creation of i^beres of inflaence contiTO*©# 

po®i.;ibly m m ccuromic necessity, hut onevitahlf %jith strong 

political oirertones. Moreover# apart fi'csra econwaic conipulston# 

tSiere i© th«,« ideological rivsly boty^en tlie u.a. a. wd Wwa soviet 

Wlision rfiich leads to political and ooDnoraic tewipett felon, uhat 1® 

worop# It has alto developed into a pfermanent military presence 

S 

in the Arabian sea ^ea. Various saodexn and ultra ftiodcrn electtii* 
nlc listening# tracking and other devlc®® are being Inetalled on 
territories of ©Hies whose tease facilities are being dfnwloned 
and are available for us® by the Amerlcane when respired# navi- 
gation & cwwnunlcatlons ©tallltes «r® also baaed there. ll.r« sur- 
veillance aircraft m cover whole of the Indian ocean r^-^gion A i^te- 
marines patrol In its d^th®. 0*s. a* poses a tlireat eotaMi- 
miim blgo Garcia base an fell® littoral state© of J«:ablari sea hao 
5 ', me!; RKJxre inpoitcmce to thw# teecaai--© this base glvfe»e him staying 
pr(t.?er» a conflict against ooiintrles not favouxably Inclined 





the 0*S. A, hflf using mxxpqrntmB bacSce^S U.£»'i.A, s®a pow«r 

is alsD a pDss:.ltollifcy in Wils ar®iw the ®il*c3:^i®is# 

warned Arab oil-producing csountrie® of armed lnt«'’i®ntion and 

3 iiS‘adln<j Airing tiroes of local criel© also, ihe soiriet 

' 6 
^presence is also a reason fcr the sta^ of U.ii, mxm In the «€a. 

also has ter trad© relations with littoral ststee 
though cannot yet coii^jar© with the 11.3. A. & other western ooiiatriee. 
U* 3 . 3 .l<. wi^iv have to enter the ’■•est Aslan oil trad®. So she is 
detcacrolned to protect the oil trade routes In the area, oil to 
araplB reason for tte 0*3.3.i>.. to d©wlo}i and e 3 (i>and her routual 
trad® with the countries of the «raM« sea lltt«ur^3. ihe stat- 
ioning of American tellestic rolssO.® ^haarlneB In the r^lofi. 
caiaatole of striking at the regions of W.s. s. Itils tlweafe can not 
foe Ignored foy tr.s.s.R# irmi the point of wi«w of geografAlc# 
©TOfwnlc. political and military factors, it foecamen i^parent that 
the Busk Ian presence in tte area could serve a warlefcy ai«»* 

It could ©adiend oMwiercial# dlplanatlc and rollltw'y Influence in 
the area doiaifiated coruplateXy tte test. It could enhance tte 
soviet yfUon*s edacity to defend Itself against m^stern foalltstic 
misfdle Mfoii-srloes and carrier tai^ fercee op*.Tatlrw in tte 
■ It could L^-oviae security to the sea ir routec- pac,elRg foterngh 

tte Arabian sea to. the littoral *toufitrier and co:itrl'Mte to e 
policy of o^ntaining chines© power and otontering Chinese Influence 



iO 

is tte m'ask, Ili osaia reassure ©ciaRSs ana ©irtlier politictO. & 
eeir»fnlc relationships# 'ihis Is a p^t of the I31g i»w« rivalrT 
aj^a WKsiaerea essantial oouat^fvaUiii® ^esence to that of th© 

who otherwise eafisrt an unhearatole dwninarwa over the Bxm* 

China® e naval esipanslon progranwe all over the otscm* 
inaicates Hiat she has reailsea the necessity of ©Od power In 
areas lAere h&^ vital national interests ire at *'rhe tl. n* 

s.R, *« close ttoa with India# and the soviet navaJ. preisenee io 
the p«iclflc; £md Indian ooum regions# Smm:e China constantly, 

China way *-•€ esi^socbed to oontlnue snppdirtii^ p^isfcsri, th# appears 
to give lielp to anti foviefc moves and others# China 

also wants to extend h®r influence far toQ’ond her Swntisrs* li#te 
Clow t« liat anrouneed that the China h#»vB exercised greater care 
In their attiwptB to Inflannca tlio mmtxim of ?%frlca & fc’feot. 
.Asla.*^ Wil8 attitude is now giving way to more aasertive policies# 
and fnore a^esaive initiatives# to eorrpete with or off set JSovl 
et Influence In area. 

All ‘C'i'ie tapoi fcar4 1 cc^ntx’ies like uapan# i-rltal's# iXance « 
ofciir.r^& Import large «^i4ntitieo of oil and raw matoiials for hic 
ln»iustria» atid e^K>rt ttetr products on a mapiRcith licalr to the 
eomitxlBh of this area# thejrefere alt ore Indulge to fiscui’e 'tlia 
oil supply routes of the /raolan sea area becaisfc »w oil he^ 


f. 
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'haaxtifi 9 maXB political. ii@apofi to the sia^isr .n.awars# ©sssS 

"8 

• ^isjor ©caiKralc resoiirc© to the littoral states of ttiis afsa# 

the tolk of P^lstas*© fort© 0 i» trade move© ^ see. 

BB% of her oil cxMnes frasi the Clilf and amoog ter vital tefiofft® 

BX'e farroae »d siDrvferraje metals and machliierY 

Her e:^rt« are cotton In vartou® forms# rice# hides and ^iifss 

and a few otter materials* 

p deist an ha© strong bonds with certain Md> msnstoiee ©f 
the Qilf wlio help ter with financial recomrees and whose armed f 
torces she ehlps to wan & train* inring the 1971 csonflict# sawiJl 
;rabla loaned Pdcistan naval har'dwax'e tl 4 »ugh at the time# oise 
herself wns iwt weilstoched*^ aiince tiicn# ther'e has ht-cti a ripld 
toild-up of inodern military hardware tn toe Qxlt exjontries# »nd 
a i,«j'‘etltlori of i<mdi i^ratola’s 1971 policy oould %iid©n toe tteeat 
to Ahdla* i>i^liitan*fj relations with Iran have been elose and 
Cordial* helped her In the 1965 & 1971 conflicts with indiltt 

histii .jao tte o.€ CBOTO since 1958 .^® Piikistan'® friend- 

sinp with arlna har: fxrm steadfast and conld te eafiected to ontl- 
mr.^ strategic and political reasons* The history of Pa^iotan e 
a: 4 :iafc.iatis .iltii India is wsll known. It present afcfc^ipto to »r- 

8* 

9* 

lo. 


w slice yelafciojss 8yi^@6*9l# tJh® cmi ial3 fcx w&cy 

£ruifcfiij.» peacelSil caoop®rsl:ioii tlies© t.’yo coiiftfcxiss# ^loa#© 

etlmle, ecooowlc, and linstti®tlc affinities lend tii^iiiwlws to 
reciprocd. ftriendship. 

P^lstan has »ti:®ngttei»d ter defefwe ses'vica* and i^peaxs 
to te Inailglng in an arms race with India, ate spends a high 
percentage of hm tedget on defence «fsd mm w»kliig towards 
Mr* aiutto called the **fliie8fc Anaei forces in A«ia. ter 
defence toedget has demised sine® 1971 and d6D®lop!iient of h^r 
nany 1® proceeding according to plan. Paiiistafi wfcod for 
acne of peace conc^t in toe u.il* hut ter policies indicate only 
half tearted support for it» Ste is still a ci«bea.' of CWITO and 
In 1973 ojnference* ste dtsiiaodcid that toe rolt? of Cdi-i'O im revised 
in the light of what e^w callod tte close boi?tet rfclatlonttliip with 
Iran and India and tte alleged soviet support of certain idsurgun* 
cie» in vgorious i<i»est Aslan wuntrlois.^^ ‘itilB attitude in in tte 
Intercist. of the hlg powers isach as the & iftltaln and tliS 

'Itloe it fhm In tfSTis of toelr iiilifcax'Y lU'er.enmt 

in fh'-* .Arabian ma ai'oa and tte vtel® Indian '«««*«. 

Iran rsgarda her Arabian sea role as an cxtc^itior? sf ’;;:t 
role* in tho QJilf. H«r rjpid naval developnont alowj tte rior.i'. 

U. : 
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mlm in th» ailf. iter rapia rawal along th© HKisfc 

ooptilsticat®a lino® In^icaiMs h«r iSatiamiiiation to be a atnong^ 
itefnlnant /o-atoian s«sa Powmm Wtmrmm Iter l«43 fiorco® coiilS to® 
innolvea in l»rS«r ite^nce# it is tto® s«@ that is giwi priia® 
isiportance In bear ^fence toliiapiriitts toocans® b«r llfatolood iwr 
trai3@ island® on it« 

Th® den^lopnent oil ports out® Id® feb® sbatt>*«l— wato bas 
glvm Iran greater strategic tteadblllty- and ©ecurltjf. B$jg mili- 
tary bases wte imder oonstmctioii at Bn^diir lAljba® and Char Bab^r# 
and tbe occupation o£ th® strategic Tmh islanils and Abu itisa at 

the eotranc® to tb® <lilf has toesn attr Halted to the detecmiflatlon 

13 

to prevent# at all € 5 ostc» tb® tolocScading of the strait of Horimie» 
Till before come times the tl^s* terveUlanc® aircraft ueed Irani- 
an airfields and ships to the naval ba®®© rfiose inflrastruclair© Is 
largely of Aroarican origin* Ml this was do*» to eet^lsh her 
influence in the area, Iran ha® relatione with y.s.s.R, also, 
tovlnt intentions ability to eetabliah influence in tdiis area 
are very i^ll known to counter the y, S*A. a Ihough shA has skated 
that Big .iwitere shottld keep out of the area and ttiat Ite secairity 
ehouXd he the re^naibility of ti»s llttoriil states. Iran© aeel- 
with ttreo! have Inproved in the reicefit past wid their Ion© 
latrtip? fmd is being played in a very low key. «il» is ®a iwpor- 
tmt dsvelopiiient and if the rwroaediment holds# it could b® of 



the regioiu it Is imliemA that saadfi jarahia & l^uwaifc's railitexy 
fc«ild»up is atea at keeping lri«i mxrn j^ewring a® s»A of m& 
%?all, Iran*® ©ceamlc ixsltey ieclear that apto 3.967 she wae only 
ors locfeei", from 1967*mi tosflc initiatives to e«feamlato l« 
«aprr«acy in the Calf in the w^© of tte reduction in the British 
presence in the region, and fscom 1971 omm^Q, sb® Ms openly 
voiced her utoi^ations to power In the region in a detennined 
wove to secui-e the safety of her txade routes, a has %"iOnior3 
an agreement with liidla fejr the supply of Hon oio, aft* has 
ejii>aand®ii l-deas on an mim comrrwn Market and HeeAws of txad® 

$e navigation. Indo-^ek conflict of 1971 and 1 si all of 

1973 affect tlie ir«*B mprcfnacy in this area ana adtio her xel»- 
tloiie with India, U.t.^ & en£luc» 3 C«^ £xmi the atov© 

©vents, io this area toecones again a significant th© 

point of view of ectabilBhlns the cnfluenc© hy mpcu' showers end 
mposlng theii' strategic will upon ttosc -bdw are thf friendE of 
them. 

Tndf^a. is wary of threat® ewanatlf^ malfcly frm pAlstaii 
prohlfws of the ^cahian sea tended to he overlooked. 
concern tjas generated wMn P^i&tmi warships taowiharded hwarke 1« 
the 1965 «>riaict tot dain^e caused insignificant Inetoad of a 
att»h on India's marltto® interests. India's relations i4.th 
PSat t:m hiiw taunted the regional scene since indopendenca and 
«-«tptod into open hostlUtle® severe ttees. winter 
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siTOlry aiid tensions i« tii® araa. in^ia l»s en^Sea’^JAr-eS to sol'®® 
©4atst«i3irs isEiieo with iJCff ii^ightooiir® «id has siiccees!c ?.5 ic bcw® 
cases, inma tries to atrengthentof oiltaral & «ofMic ti« wim 
the countries of this area, some western oonntries r?»»i0ed that 
Inits ha© graoteiS tauB® fictiitie® to th# l^sei^s at. certain forts 
Oft hoi- maiiiLana & ouaying ialanas. mt it Is true tl-iat moitm a 

warsiiips haw enjoyed wore time tlmn Hiaeia. It should be clear 
to ttie wi'ld that India values her ifid^fe«ja«ic@ and Is jasttumlnoa 
to stand her ground, ifiatever um oheta^es# that India conccrf»a 
over tlie defence of h«: maritime interests, hmt » desire to «sd»t 
a pr©doi!iln«t Influence in the area, ^he opposes the concept of 
any one power dominating It. ^ tli® atow desii-es ^ mtmiOmM&nm 
8i»w the significance of tim area. 

Hnough India gecx-jraphlcally dominates the wcablan sea* 

A&tm: i'.i47 inaia hay muialy boon oonirontoa wltii wars and £i»ntl«r 
diaputee in landlo^^od areas to its north and wer.t \itth little 
possibility fcr dewioping a ^stematic lAolicy in the xMm am 
wlilch h»E. oeen ciamer compared to tlif; utoalayaii «r the depart 

wastes of tise we^t. ibdia is par U«il arty not a soafarii^r nation, 
tradition is mainly confined to the coastal x^jtons of 

the Gpuntry. 

ihere Is no antfied politick psttain In tho -jrwolKi Me 
area mfl nihettar It iB In tl» wnet or east, the political poEturee 
vary preatly from the aiw.lfi®! politics of Qnan and Ybbimj, to 
ttooB of xnaia ana P^latan In the east. -Saiss without hetna K>x« 
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energetic imd &>rce«al, in^ta can mt provide pmtmtiofi to Its 
cjciists of tl’jt? area* 

'rhe i^starn coastline ©i India attetches Scan tlie (Ml§ of 
miteli In the nortii«e«t down the M^atoar co^t of C 30 i»riii* 

There Isnportant porta and naval ostabl iriments Incla « 

ding asiibay# and cochin, %#iere shipyard is being kwilfc. nuBB 
imi>oxti^r^ wscters of the coast-aoBih^ to the P^istwi h»‘d®r* ttie 
Gba coast in the centra sector# Cochin on Wjo iialabar- 
in the mntiicicfi apne# helps India project to tte'ee 
sector® of tte i«caoian nesu anlSSie tiie iiay of India aas 

ISO' l3rdk« €»aetlina nor other nei#ifaoiir'iag nations to dci^ with 
on its weetex-n front. India’s own oil rout® »oii tlie Foretari 
Gulf is throwgh the wrahlsii s©^ and it has iiaporfeant trading 
Hides with middle east states# particularly Fersiaii toll canatrlei. 
TJcaplte the olavlons stability arising oat of a m^xantae relation- 
ship# nearly all the coantrle® of the Persian Oxlf area# tncla- 
ding tran# hmm adversary attrltotes for India# ©stressed tiaough 

PFfelrtan in times of confllcU India’s own ef&rts 
ir..<!,nti*JnlnCi a pivotal role In the mwtolm m& should toe tteoagh 
ifx^;^carnJ ncV 0 X strswfth, Tl^e toenifits of a long coastline ®ald 
lx use of It tto® w.« a proper navsl i&rc® 

t,. fc,«e adwht^e of the strat^lc benefits that a «astXlne h» 

to 

■aie soice ais*a»antao« tbat Inflla *«!es as a i-oiMlt of a 
viao opon aea it has to I*ot«t, »*• to is aa»auta«o i*»«i »!■»«»* 


[ 

|i 
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, 1 ^-^.:.: uhc lOiat. « poastiae adwrssEy wiild liaw te ooirer 

in case cf a cocwnt tonal afetadi* %© fcraasith of taie ^i^aa saa 
«;®z‘¥©s tfc® pnaepose of a iSefafieliPB rfjtodLS# Iti Is fete TOXtli 
xn paxfe of til® aca i«^l^ Is fch© Kiosti ssnalfsl'^® fex Indi®# as lli 
Is th«rc tiiafe it sharss ® csoastllis® with v^istm & Iran* In 
1^11 iricfci-»al£ conflict# this was m mem of naval action 

andi Indian navies, a feitare naval TOnaict laetv^jcfi th® t«o 
coontxies woalia Sae of a m^m se^histicate^ oatar© and with grea- 
ts®' deetrucfclve possitoilities on tooth sites. Iran has toetsu 
stf^ped up politicly# military ant econanie coopecation with 
Faicistan. *3iere have ail so been recent ©ttesipte at estatolichii^ 
a fiois-i^ab Isletfalc alliafJCC! between irari# PaScistari and 'lurk^. 

Iran involves In dalnchi and it^htani mo’romcnts laleo and FAisfcan 
opposed this laovMient. India* s mllitaary parej±iwii3aw5® in resion 
also gives PAlstan a shielding role between Iren & India while 
wonid not be poaoifel® if Piitlstan ceased to exist as a country or 
existed In a greatly tarancated ftma ir«i has as a result of th®®® 
isctom 'poured military r>« ecoftaslc aid to Pakistan rarfcing it a 
constant threat to India. It la also in mhrai*® interest to ®at 
m PAliitan which can cotibat India. Iran's anbitlonc in toe 
Man Bsa one of itomlnatl*^ the north western ^adrant jiev£«-tljai®«8 
gp against India's interests. It l» c®rtiiin that India will mt 
aos’xn© a role wlieretoy it will mainly be a coastline 'power while 
XrMi dorainatea th® AraMan a® a froes the coast® of tdi® Ictrn of 
Afeica and Ctoan to India. It voald 4^p«ar that there i» cfiit® 
rivalry bato*®sn Iran India to malntai® naval snprwiacy In feM 


region. 
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idrflclnS #4ra4>ian sea coast lAfcli fctet of Mj os ;■•'©£>• 

0:»^. !•: ’4iiin cc'Jia be csansis^ea a c^rw %*ich mwem from Cochin 
in the %mtA to J?alk stxait# separating the northern tip of 5ri 
T.a&* frw the Cromand®!. coast of India, in the east. «-®a 

coiwnanac access to the c^itral liidian oamm parttcoiarly si't 
and the ^^al dives. 


'Ihis i^ea Is l&ely to g0ro%# in 9ea‘jitlvlfey in the fiatix© 
piiH-t leu 1 ally in light o£ India’s ability to build up a oaval 
i>oteritlal ^^Ich can impact in aXi directiom. oC the Pcatn 

and mt Just in aioaa adjoinlr^ the ajasfcs. itdle the 
&ea has indl.-sn ac«t doploymenta and coastal navaS. ©atablifihmdfit®, 
this r.yjh>n -Me to the sensitivity has not bt«n left unfevciopea. 

1 ith tlm Ixiildlng of Cochin as a nsadern naval eetabilslmicnt it 
ruiy bc^a.ie iMjBBlUv- fcr India to give more ettentton to the Mai- 
a’, voa - 5 ri liar\l;n region, ’il^e deployment in the theicr:, nrcliipel- 
;4|,..* tl'.c .iroffluaro hM. grown up md the possibility of 'm pow« 
naval presence. In the Sey^elles and Ilauxltiec and toe ’irltlstfi 
%/lchdra/>.s3 f:*om c«;i ti**:; ^nut^orn of the Indian f?«rttnssili» 

vai'c.-i 1 s*"- .srea ’}h'=?xa India to ti^tc s?^eclal 

% ■ nq jh.-t off Ito coant dao to to<! e;r,t«h 1 trfenot of 
au'io :i2r."l?a by with a yxswer vacc^r^ In toe f'^aldtves 

uhd ^ ansltlvlty In the central »ne, thir? -Jfoa hne 

•.ocv;v.: s.;xe significant to India, becuasa several countries hmm 
alrc^adl n..5otlatea port facilities at Maorltias ana matt* 

toics ha%T. made a bid fox Can. An area of relative select the 
a«« fr« Gan to tti® mmtliMB is Oi»scros«id vitli omiii 


ioat.!?.!' SziMn su#® feo pm't^fxtl'm 

ii, |j£'i»vi508 a most b&tymn Pl®sp Gurcia & ml3 omm mi±o- 

st^jijc mu tfm math Mim aulioofitinaiit* This «ea CoclAii 

j'liaicay# Gm & Calomtoo will im lookeil at as a g«r)Olitlcei ml^ 

In tfie lifidtan (ic@an devalopmants. Its X’^r?a«GO ior India vill 
i>€ aKWfiisKwi* itiif*. area is bouoa to tfx^ mrtimoBtmn caadtarit ly 
tlie /i'iccfidive x&iandi: whieJ'i proi^'ldc a oMeld to tlio Xiidisafl coBijt 
In tl'jc- .'■outJierrt /^r'aMan t-ea* kalpenl# iouttiei'n rijOfct taocadive 
I £d finds Is good sentinel Indian ijaoc In tiiis area wMclb ISO 
niten rjpf»os 1 .te to CtorMn, aati h«'e India can conmfe'oce td»© 
activltlCKS to rncDuntcs: tlio actions tiJirouyL Dicsyo Ggftcla. It la 
2» naitical miles fxwn caXicut elto, can be dewlopisd tor strate- 
gic onrpasen. Ttexc- ine pi maul' Islands os Minima, in ti» aicaa 
hnn significant strategic situation, *11110 Is llrScea with the 
iflirAct lanes fX'O^. >£rlca tc Eact i^la, Colwiiho to ;«dei:i and aombi^* 
It 1.3 t' posjiible stop on the long journey Srom anope to fclie Far 
Eaf't, It ir. undcsr India* i’ cnflucnce and deserver greater atten- 
tion 'Ji'' !-ln-f »v--lhl for its Sev-’lepmentc# llx stzat*?glc aatia RtQVer, 
fr.'/n rr-chl.r».-riiriieoy towards ^:alc l Cun ro ’ttli are aloc5 ffiportant 
for Irj3l3, 
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pitatten of io#ooo lot an«i xim off of 5 :S ten ©doii tlw riwrs o* 
Iiidlii mS Ws^lBtmrn vea oomriB iteot 1% of tlw tsotal. 

area of febe laHiao ©coan* St irecSows 23.i% of total preciplta* 

s 

tlois D-na irtiiiKjiff. JrabiaA aaa# In fact# «3«aipi®« only i*S%©f 
thm myvW ooowsio araa hAt xmstmmm 9% of thB global riwr rao-off* 
Tfiio /fr&him 9ee# a iraat eapaaao* aepwatiiig tim tm s^mimalm of 
irsdii ani5 ^abla and alM beainiSod on tha »xtli by fel»3 "barjcw ooMfc 
of PeXEis ta oi!« of the vital. @eas ©f tiie worl4i 


Btrait of id.th a waadisaijn slll-dopth of laSsu ’aww 

are the only tw water masiMs of t!ie mrabian m» idliicti originatos 
frcm the north* The presence of the oilf end the Bed sea tmtMr 
masses Iwve bmm traced all over the Arabian sea upto the ecitatar 
and Into tfm i#e®t«rn part of the Bay of aengal* The Ojif watar 
can be in the d^th zrnm IQO to 300 m* of tfm j^abian 

sea* Tte water tern the Bed 4iea ca«s be traced ty 400 and 900 a. 
d«iJth In the »"rabian sea* Citech:i3rd 1964, i^eter et^ 19 CT)# 

fToffi tliese two other surface water- masses are tomed in tti® 
fttsrttera Indian 0ca«i* These included m high ealinlty fairfac® 
watisr in ts» itertheni and central Arabian sea iSuCTial. a-je to ©»«•* 


of about m, Ctochiard 1964) 


S# 1-4*0* i Oceans Bealltlos and pror^acfc® Cl-iajaish mb- 

lleationAr Belhl) Paget* 

b« Ibid* # g • 
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aud yatoiB %'hm •mt&: waa mtemm Xoo 

330 m iior^ XBai«» omm l#@. m&Mm Bmm r®srioii» 

M&tm 'mith M Si9Bia-fc ©f and tl» wata*” mmsB iMj&w 3000 ns lAHi 

m 71 *B m tlii» Bxethi Indian oe@M Bottom watar* 

as* Arabiwi adta i» a irnmimtlm iiipoxtmt to tb® graaife 
pacific in its waaltti of isianda. It le nitaatod between 

ti« political wrld® s on ttm 0 m hand ar® th® y.s.s.B* and tor 
m fiel®t»mi»r# 'lb® china and on the ©fchwsr hand# the 0* s. A* and 
Britain, iter tto Big lowers# the militaiY «id cwwfiwrclal slgnifi- 
ctoce of the vaK'ion® leiania and ports scattered in the israhian ^a 
hae ifK£rea®i!ii nith tto paussagre of time. 

The strategic location of the jWabian ”ca itself m^mm it 
to big poiwer riimlry# with the intsmstflCBtion of this rlipalry. 

The littoral states feel all the aore threatened 1 th^ are acaitely 
aware of the wlnwrability of their coast® becaat®® of whlcSi oolo» 
nialtwi had wad® inroads into thisi# and they *aad a ripatltJoii of 
the oolonlal es^serlencts. 

It was by defeating hm rivals on th© nea one ®ft«r t*© 
ofcS«r that SuglMEid had gained mastery of the world* The aritiidi 
naval policy in the A»la stsmm^ ficoia tor nacessity to .dowiinatto 
th® »e«« in order to maintain her oolosial drains. trade 

rmitae tlwoiAfh the mediterranean and the »eblf*n s<i« to tndii» Ka®- 
tralia and CMa©.wcra of gsmmt Isiportance to larltaln* 

T* V.K. itmsin • sopor fowwr rivalry in the Indian Cteean Cs*Clia«« 

: and csoipidiy ltd#'# iiisf Delhi# tsie li* 
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Tte MBbim mm tmm ptxttm an^ ti^tour#* 

tt'MJ S 3 et«cii ii©al»ffltil of M’lisia is oiwe ^300 mile® lottg# tat tlwa^» 

Ib liaraiy any major port h&mcrn Mm i» Arabia. Moeeat. a pMrfc of 
Cte« ani thm »mmim Oilf# ports of mmit and iS&tan ham ac<pir®a 
to?i@ns® importaws® bacaos® of tta oil intastrloe fciiacii. iiiohira# 
Bandar*" Abtoa® and Cliatiba«i ar® wlnor hirfcoar* In Irw# llsfcedi 

with tlm Mnterl«a oa\y W roA Pastat anotlifar wlaor port In 
Baliiclilstan Is also «oim©ct«d ty road with Kalat and oistta. P*.l- 
stan and India also hap® fow ports Is this rogios with good faelli^ 
tlo® for ships Isclndlsa dry docSts. iho principal ssa ways in this 
rsglon oonnsot m»n and the oil f to Kar«M# aawbiy and 

others. 

Xn case of tta Indian subcontinentdL sallow water platedcusiie 
face Its west and coasts. %» the west# in the? irabian ses# It 
l8 widest off Bomb^# ahmit 200 wiles. South of Bcsihay it narrow® 
down ^hotantially# owx widths of 20 to «o mllas# right down to 
Kanya Kwnarl# the dcspth® are und«r ‘EOQ feet. ^-Ith itr> long toast* 
line# XRdis has « tontltontal. act f of imprcsr.lvr dimensions. %i® 
is golr^ to ta tlie scene of India* s major narltlme activity fc-x 
warel yc»xs to com;?# tacsiare of c-cononlc# puliticcl 4.n5 
reassn?:-, 

’I'll® west®ffi leg of XRdiaii ocean is M^ehlau sss iiieisaes Iran# 

8* K. Ctopra i India & iha Indian ocean# Cstarllog i>ubll«!«s i»vt. 

HBlhi. 8.7 
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lra% so«tlil lOffiitsua Jdtafe nwlratas anil tim ABricm asntlinwi- 

tad# aniil .^haniatsn ’Matarn Caaat of India and it^ 

ihlm^s* m^lm sm Is a major oonstltoont# of Zndlaii oetmm* 

Tte gmboootlfient is flauriMKl fcgf tw plain®# In tim mwM,m 

8«a and th& B&y of Baikal# «ach at th® deptstia of 10 to 15 tixmaassd 
f©®t* The jcablan «®a plain i« «s®ociat«ia with tho Indu® rlwr. 
iten we talhlno about the Bahian sea* we mat haw a cloae loe^ 
at it® eastent ®is e* iSata i»rtlvwe»t part of th® Indian ocean 
is known as •acitiah l*iite** the Weatiarn part of this ^ifcish lake 
U e* M^ablan i«a rounds «ahia and p«rt of the Afiric« coast# w»® 
called the Krytlrean sea. This imm and dlvisioii was discarded as 
a result of cMturies of ea^lonmfrlcn and surt^a^s and political . 
changes. 


‘Ihe geographical bMindacies of the sea haw been a sunjlacife 
of rauch discussion and are not yet Anally eettlect Generally# 
th® description offered by the inter nat Son al itrdrograpMc bareair 
is aoc^feed. «!©rdingly ita western boundary lie® along the sieri* 
dlajfi of cape <20® «aat latitude) and also at the western 

coiiiifc line owintrios are U.iwsi*# cman# Y«i«i# Men# sanalla and 
KMya and tt» »»th--i*istarn csoastal cowntries are Iran# Iraq# Iraki- 
Stan# Kut^ait# Bahrain# Qatar and the sksitdierB «sa*tal countries mem 
hAmh§^»mp» Mald®¥ee# sq^dnell®* and Chagpoa ««hip®ligp and tt® 
eaBtern boundary Is mode by the western coastal line of India# the 
i»rth«oi boundary IncluAi® the iNmrsian Qilf and the Red siia upto 
30 ® w latitude when a narrow strip s^arates it from the itodit®a«»» 


24 


iiew« 


i 


T!» mmhlmn ma 4a ana aaiteaisimi csoveri^ tfe B>m 

the H&rn of Africa to tti« waet to CteMsliin and arltjasisa in tl» eaat* 
It wastes tte coastt of Twtcn Onan ana a small aestsrn post ten of 
Iran# 3 ^j#£lf«tan ll«i® to Its nortli. inaia# Its lirgeat lltorA 

lo 

sfcatOB# pm'wmm m it w#sr® a »l 4 d Im^ ws©s ©n it© fmiife. 

In tha Sooth of fete ma^im mm l» thm confeinwfc of -AfiKlca# 
to th© north Mia anJ to Mmp saufch mtarctica* Hie Oilf of 
JNSm* ©Itttatof in fete mrfelwaaafe a£ fete ragtoi^ la tte faniii^. 
fehrcHi#& %iiich pauM all the aea xoafeaa irwa tte aaat to tia 

tha Sues canal. Tte OiXf conatanfely nmoBowm &:Qm Ite anJ 

to fete strait© of aal>-al»Mitelfai^ situafead at tte loifar antrteee to 
fete Rea »ea* is a fa^lln® stafelon tor both the nairal «n« 

merciiaofcshlps and 4s, theretor«i# of 'Vital strategic toporfetoce. 
lurtliar off fete Oil f of -^n, in the norfeh, is the Ar^iian aca. In 
felie »rfel>»wesfe, fete irahiaa mm Jate into t*© tsrsian Qtlf. Tte 
Qilf of aRar4 asraietes tte wahisn «®a with the feraiaii Oilf. '^po«* 
»lfe« tte toast of the inaian ^cfiinsHlB lias fete trluiigte 

shaped of. Stengal. Itii® on sites# the »sMan, ©ea 

^.laotes tte »a»t» of w&rican 001111.1x1®®^ rj.vifeia. ^:^vr. •'■'-■i-,- •■ : 

inMa. JT^lan sea is oonnect^ wi^ th® tell of Aten# F«*«i«is 

i. R,c. shasaa * Tte oceiiis# reelitie® 6 pj»^»eafcs# p. 

10* K, tepfca i Tte tnMim oomm (Manrto fnhillcatton®# mm telM- 

ah»16)# F. 76. 

ll* ¥*K. ^teniii * s. Power Riwair^ im tte XBjS'iini teeah Cstirlliig ; 

, ?til 3 liBli«cab iisw ©eihlh p* 0 . 
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milf afii Oili ©f Ciaan «iid te®iof with oc©a«i 1® ®l«0 

©oiiii@©t©«3 with tha «h*n»«l mQ othoc staraltn situate 

ill thi XhjSiati iwaan ixsth th« »iMm of wist Ea®t» itoen Swes 
Caaai wm olosea, the Bm^mm «Mp« mmim wia cape town paasoS 
ttesugli tte nearhf .Nba»whl«|io dliaimii^ in ©xdar i» mach ©li 
rich Arab oMntxlm anf fartter east# 

th&ce arc thrc® .wehlp©l«^®-th© Haldlwa and 

Cha^* hetwoen the »aridii«« to and 75. ihe iiapcanliv* is slteiitoa 
oil tine Malatoar coast opfjoslfc® coilout to the -Arabian ©•«. Below 

the XieiccadX've> lie a ^-roap of 17 atoll a anf a hige rswitetar of gma- 

lltr isl^de whlcii tcKJOthij: oaRiMtaJJte the !!r?ldlv© group, ftoro 

than 300 are inliahited. Chf<gor» xjrdhipelago lies to tl» swath 

of Maidive ialafids. It has © totidl area of tftoiifc 75 a(<|i*P6 

miles and only i^soat icxso p«»ple. the only if&ahitofl islanf of 

this la its harijuar of i>l0i© Oarcla. It meas»ro® 13 k 5 

HiXlca. Ifc la sitaafeed iii thfe’ belt of tropical trade tAodg twM® 

a .'.lOderata ciliiate# Mgh winds are rare and wat«‘ 4s firei^ im 

afe present ander tli© iiiaussice of iwericaiis# who oeire tariied It 

into a aiiitari base. It toi«»a an Ideal base sit©, 

IB th® west Of the mdian ocean along ite TH- 

are s4toat@a tte Island® of echydhelles. itw ^»«!hlp©lapo ooi^srlf 
ms of -9 2 4 elands* Kahn being the aiost te^rtanfc and lle» toefcwieii 
’ ly tP and latitode and S5^ it longitod®* it i® 17 wile 

loi^ sad '4«*7 liiiles wide# 7he strategic toiwsrtaoc® of tlw 92 iiSfeands 


l2* XbUb p. 13, 
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of is groat# Iter tii«ir tl» firofe lan^ pi^ess oa t:te 

a»b«fuAirie» mn» 

tte isl«ia©f aaootr# li«« at -.r.;. ra^iJ ..j.;: 

ita itoiMsr wiw@ ija@ sn^l'ialftiigra 

it to Socotra# It wiMi wall. Jtooiai to tte© Qc©^»# »'«a«iaas# ^ats as3f® 
Eg^tiana* Sri tain acc|*irf^ it ixst^ tisa ffortttg^eat-at tte tim© of 
tins oponiiig of th« mrnn canal, as iiieli# tti«^ can protect tf» 
m^Psk tttboontlne-nt against a sorpria® attack# alttoigte their 

j««f©rent 'political ontttleo wmW poa© proMsift® in military 00030^ 

i3 

aination in the cwarst of war in this area* 

Hie sues oanal Is the to the AraOiaii sea from the 

ii«stK Some of Vtm strategic alljr importaftt gulfs of the Arabian 
aca are the Pcarslan Qalf# ^ulf of iWiao# AA«i» iMmm A^aha miH 
Oamh&s aha Strait of itowisi# 

E^^roiyfiental Agonet 

ThB mi tfm featetre of the iwrt’b-wst region of in* sn 
oc«?an in that the. 3?t,irfac« clrml ution rewsea mmrf fmlf eeir# 
fTOi fiorth»c®st airing the wlntar monsoon to aoath-f-sst awing 

monsoon. Ihls phoosme.non the region « iwf.tahle 

..irai tC' the sea# 

11973) has laentifieU three iilstiiict large msmim cl»- 
€?m2.%?*fci*n system 8 In ttss inHian oewan region namely 1# »s* ®«as©nallaf 


13 # XtoiH# p* ll» 
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claai^tiig nioafioais g^m nojcish o* 2. 1S» s«ith«n liasi^sliertc 

«il«oi5ical ad»tlcycionlc 9tre «r»S 3* l?is® mtmctic wBt&& with 

X4t 

tl» cirmnSmp&Xm: mx^emM* 

Dyurlnp wnomwwiii lili® scwtfcli •on^'wife 

aeoMaea «ti30!?igf®ir» fo*w® Mmmt .rtrlcan 

currant an.?5 flow BortSswaria an^lliig tip m th© awaall oirrciife 
'i/*ilch feacfiaiifely attalna a nwloeity a» strong a« th® other wmtmm 
luujilaary curranta# f5*«, culf stream or tim Kisroiiiie l^wcranetal 
3.96o}« Hie Kiooiioon aari-mt, tho KWfch, aepatkmai oirrwut aii4 fell® 
r«nili i.'usxc«it fom^ ii cfcroi^ uin£ drives 9^ra In thm ©{paUonal 
Xiidlan cxstsrt rogicri. ndB gyre ttea bro^c do'wn in a acrla® of 
lame gyr€« in the i#abli'.n &e& tfaxing 1970)* »» reiulfcaotn up 

welling tlx eomall ooost is inost intans® between an® li® 

N, wh«:® the astir® Mmm surfece laar^ is xmamd and to® 

fac® water with ta^ipat aturas w®li below raosh®* the i.- atr* 

^ 15 

face* 

i.-;fcro.iii winds blow also paralliA to the Arabian coant* «a«fc 
of 5rt during to® aouto-west laonisboii and eau*® upwellifig. v'i i:j 
ttpwlllW is different Jtasi the Somali upweXling hmmm in tUm 
m otKine currwt develc^** in th© southwweet flonaoon »e«»ii a 
we#, upwelllng ha« S»n rtportea mm the east comet of mala (Vara- 
techari & Sisawna »67)# along the west coast of India# towewsr* 


14 * C^seit# pm lo# 
IS. ^€lt» p# ll. 
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Q'ls^hmrfme vmtm cammm i^o«e t» titm ^Mch lias 

Ig. 

"bm^ tii£«si as iiat«r« ' ' 

"aie liyarogripMc m^uebrnm of tl» jwtaostic waters flositof 
into tite iwSiaii Qmm im vary sSsiUiar to ttos® occuriuo in tho 
maottc ana t3» l»aeific^ Ifc is Isy tlia «irfiici»g of %lm 

main to«w>cliis« aoi lay th® atacong ^mp roaolii?^ circiMpcilar 
(sazxmit fonalog tine aajoar tolle of tJb® laf Iso mi 

mtec' PortlviiNiird. 

The ma:y fact fchsfc th-e lAraJaiao ssa is flai&od % Mils to lfe« 
oortli upsets tai« amid m^tm of ocoan wloil®. Itorth of Mi® ««^ator 
in the region of t3te »iigooos* 'i’ll® jftixiscfctoii of toe laotuwwB® ts 
sotiMj^eest in tlie Arabian sea* dom m far m» thm Mo«imM«|a® 

Channel, ana it la in th® Arabian mm mnd tli® may of 

Bengal. tt»» watolan mm nsuaJLlf tmm m tmoi&d clisiafca eiiiels m ** 
mxmm a iwooto saHing from iMtos to oolomto. Ifm wlnaa are oupa*. 
elaaiy oonAieiire to w«t«r sailing on accscsint of to® regularity 

with ymiiA they air«ctl«»i aowraifig to seasKlon* «» are 

the w@«t aistiisetii?® feator® of the ta&lm omm region. Th% rnltmm 
nat® hrnmtlm Mi ooollng of to® -iJimieiioe land txact of tela giw rl®e 
to aieaaofial vh&mmm Its tes^arator® ani atoowslswrlc praswire. CmtmiM 
areas In the .»aMan sea are irisltoi by viol ant tacopical steais 
wbtels took a Wimy toll of sMpr. in toe past c«in afe tlmm prove 


16 . c^eifc# pm ll# 
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tso moasrn s%««bi Tim etsrategie 

of tlio olimiito of «eigl0n i» t^«t# ailitvy o^^mtiioisa 

mm teat us^mttkm tetwaaii Qototer «ni spsetlm Thmm i« eitliisr 
li?t®iise teat or teavy ralaa daring tJtm test of tfee fQss* 
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«@a is m0m% wmm iar l^iim aiaid l^dieistaii 

»tirategic«|ji|^« Amrn: tsOepmiSimm tisra® iimrs hma h&m Mst* 

1^11 znHis atid wOii&tmrn iiiriia# tlisse nisrs %li@ rale of usi^ wm 
Iilaye^ in W1% In ISftS idmn PS^i&tm attadkeS insim, navy mm 

^Ixeet^^ f»t to mm^m^mMns indis^s oosstiiM 
€x>af»tiY*e piuritla© trawS^ 

In 1971, hoiMvm, tioatUltle® one® 

%gmn Xndim and tale th® mvy ma pamtittud to &±>pt m sfcjrntaffy ainwi 
at imsdlataly uraeting tha initiative &m tlia aggammmt, md it 
ioet no idmm in doing so. on tJbo nl^ht of ts&Om 4# a oonpoaita ioro# 
of miasilo toats m& othme mrtme ships iitxuift; iCaraoM. 

Tl'iara was a total Modeade of the P^*8 ports in the ®r«Maii 
sea. 1}7.itt blodeade prevented rsiniorcm«its of laon ai^ mter* 
lal £mm rMchiiig the F^kistani an^ in the thm £ast Piieistan. on 
tlio wester n aea I»ar4r it raitiited in the coi^late eti^page of 
sui^iies# incliiding the mctvneedod petzol^aim pmdacts^ to Karachi. 
^Is wm faetor that radneed th© flghtiiig of w^Astm 

Mxm® and led to an osny tarminatloii of the i^ar* ^XM« was the 
^j^iws SM fteongh each of aetioii had te do* 

iaportent of tl» mv^*s mecmtsBtl p5!c»i5!i!««ti®i» 

o£ ts'ade wmMmm was that it had a diriwst world wiJo hapaci# iiams* 
faoteras# w^rters# shipoitniriw mhi&^ssmm and inmrMcOtr B«yr:kiiig 
and other fiaaneial institntionii oonoosiied with -tiraste with mdisi 
■•^.d tJclstan Inoactricifely inwalvad In the ootoowe of ^ war • 


at iis£3 aa3 -jar® th«r®ftir« m^forn^ «ii3 mor® in&uemsBd ^ ©5sir irto- 
toxf at eea tl^aa ^ ms mm^emm on Iaiii3 m& in the ftir* ThB 
emrm ot w«r at 8@a In IBfl mnteoeorod tti® iesston© of Mstes^p 
ani milltari’ geogrtpli^* Xnii«*6 amS i»r n®® poms wm 
lisheS in the ^fm of tti® nation aiti fclw iWf*® prt^ r®cl@wd m 
grant fillip*, issiia*® own ma® of saaa t» aoosir® iplctory wm 
a Isfsson • *a laaaon in tin® valne oi am po%r®ir*« Paiciatan# i4>th 
m long opan eoai^ tiifiaPot®etfiNf iidtaiijla and on® xanlting 

tmsbowe, is tnidoiijatadl^ In a nulou'aJbil® position. 

Tim coastal araa of ses la tfiost s^n&tiV'a and 

abld both &!»;• India and bacaise imiat of the crafia xau&t® 

arc passing tlirsagh this and helping to ntxom eooiwaio 

poaltton* Paiiictan :lepea3a teavily \ipon isriegij trade# whicii aiciat, 

la 

ly pel^agi<5» fswros fchnough Karaoiii* " It Is tsuo toat thara are no 
ho«tlla shore® c^pttslfsg her cx3«t lime hat tha prassteity of Karachi 
to XndlaHwaU^rs only m^mkmm disadiraiita^fea of Um objoetl^e 
eonditloiis* An ediitioiial iaotor is tha axd.«te£ioe of a sitigl® 

gNSlng op oemntry on both ®iil®s oi tte XnAi® 
riwr# a »y»t« li’iich can he dasecrllaei as ^aic*6 oBbilical oorA, 

'fM« type of anfasoorable si-fenaticri oviiiently Cwlic fcr 
wimsmtB rmedic^ moamireis# chart falls in the pa*>t wsxa zlm 
TOimlt of the Itoiitatloii® of Psfcistaa*® rasoareo** ®iere rcstrsint* 
will ranain fear a long tin©. the ©ania It is ncccfisiay ta roS- 

mm -Ais, positlan «nd cast aroond §m ways and i3& mm 


IBm strategic Dec* tMTf* p* 


to iteV^Op itUB 

objwtiv&s ill ¥101#* i^^hm It OfSi nariitial tiM iraeoaxoes to fit 
tl» tesixn^i €»i»j«etl¥@ €«» mt. ba aml& off tiam^ tet mvm if tte 
taA ^p&mm IsiposiiM.## tha lias to hsm poiotai out* At 
srata* thet ims% that Pi^clstaHU ofiaK'&too uniter material. 
has to be h^t let mind* 

A poisMf iwsewR lim mp^aae^sA in the Amblwn s^g ^iftiac tlwi 

i4.tlite«(wal. of the eritiiAi preaonca iiroi the east o£ flile 

attract® potential. m& torlegti naval activities #ilch are incariwi®- 

ing, Th« aoviet union & united states are probh^ this sea* ir«i 

is raising Its naval strwii«i# not laeraly to th® level re<|»iife« 

inside the Persian <Ut§» tut to a c^acil^ eiii^lAing ils rseehing 

into the Jirablan sea* India is a Md ft^r naval suprmac^ 

IS 

aftwr the teoline of the Hidonesian Kavy* 

mr FAistan* the prenaico of these ftwr diff^ant naval 
Interest® hold coiii»l lest ions, it had merely to consldw its poslf* 
tion ’^e-a-vla India* mvi it ha® tsio mpm ijov&m at Its daor#*ti|is 
and irw into th« TbM^aln# a i>o>»r which, .stands in a claes of its 
own* drwrtagr oonslderable weight in the i^abtan sea* can 

not a^lre at holding its oin against a mp&c lsrim*s build 

op poses proba«® ior India rather than ior PAlstsai. mm it 
aiffices to »iice basic asewptloii tliat It I© India ililch 
tm tee to face* 


19 * Ibid* p*^* 
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Tl» ps^itacfciois of mx W'lwitXiii® mA oatlyii^ tslwi^s «lr** 
c@« effect ive iaef«»e of our port®# harbour*# ani3 is©'«il bwo®. 
Tbm protoetloii &£ our offeslioro iotcroit® iRfoI*TO® ^tm ^afegaarfl* 
ioi of mx log! timet® aaploitatloo of our oifeslicsro 1!te 

pmtwtioii of our so® I in®® of oonwiHoatloii ln^liw tl» 
of mix m^rchwit .stiipplKi^ ani i^:iere nooMwary# tte pxowleioii of 
aefu paosage to neutral vemslm willii^s to oontlnuo trafe 
u« ^ring’ of Btx®m or convict, . 

ibd pro^KTity enf well being ©f s mar It tee country or * 
country 5%>®ndont on imports are cXosely Itrikoa with tb© ®acc&»®‘ 
fell opci’afelon of Its mercbant f;hip® and the labilitgr to us® fch» 
mm freiily-'Pakiafcan It one of tl'^re coyntrles iJie l« moctly fep«n* 
ded on teport. It muet be rs^ognised that sd-TOst 9S% of the worldfe 
trade inoves ly slilps# bmaus^ ulr trsr.sport of goudo irtd pafiMiigsir® 
is mudti featcr ibut the; <»ate incurrad ai'e proMbltlv® and air 
freight of th* wlime of cargo caKrlei % «aa today I® unthSjitahie 
ill ttio Jtors®;^© fetore*®^ liar feture Is d^aodent on the fr^odow 
oi thi* ¥^sL wat^ iiur’isca, 

itidi* today is^oxts soreral ooarodltieo assential fer iiar 
aoTTivid. du^esiOsmoat tittough ^ablar* sea* in retract to 
tm further na^sl dani^opiacat is uniwacesesry mA all ttet ia 
r«^ired aodsxnlsiatton and rqjiliicwent# la 1971 war the wtels narsy 
m& ttan concantrated $m the i^estera wing# l&&viiig only a £m 


3 !>« fohll# em Mwm and the ©eean# The ii.li PuMiiiiiiiSr 

Bmm Qmpm^ ltd* )9wr helM# p« 4i* 
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unit*# wMMi mxm mt, aaiaa mm tdc«ii 

s‘«dia%«sc@# wmm isaiisa.y asal^ined to e^tim in tte 

mmt* Ewr lOm nmy mmlM mt pic&mnt inMm iiiii»iJ.«s 

teats Ham attadciug KaracM fewi«i* ^amm of its 'poor sr^oaranal- 
cnaoc® ttm Indiim m£%m it® first ptxilie at 

Kairsclili. coulil raow %rltliE«ifc. balng lietocfc^ r«t»rii 

later* on to i3®lii«K « sfeNOoiii Mom gtt after t3hl« «g^ari»c» 
that JPalcista® Amss not ii«®i nacti of « ««'«y i» to tl» ri»®to 

of roallai* iMlm £mm& th® eh®llwi!i®» on iitmcmt portion® of 
its fioastliiia in a ssparato tianniec* 

Tte wimw tost FA oaV 3 r i® has thar® mieti to 

itsolf# «iil tim aswl to ©onsiior ttia j»l« that ito«t h® 
a®sl4lftod to it in var oaa not te i^astioMii. I^er® or® sovsrA 
potoibls ol3*|®etiw» ^ich esn la® aii^ alw th«9f hmm to b® oonoi- 
a«:®a one on®. It imist to ontorstooa as an umderlyiiigr prinei^ 
ifMle toing m» that tl»»® obj®ctiir@® are m *>» «®®i® mototo 
liy mmlmivm to a large «a«:®iit lAesr are L'ii.-VAwentary* 


first objoctlw# is the protect Ian of PAlstaii*® 

storoe against attwAs. the seooni is to taAer fcrafic to 

mm ftow tim Oili* isinc® FAistan a€|i®«^» Ofson tlie Import of oil 
mm it* pmrnetm fctoir Bmt in nar fHoA to eiwwrod mmnteim 
mimm.j to P^Utm mm* 1 « tint®* of mar* oftor bowiolwnt toil* 
trality awl ishort of »lXit«ary iiwoltwiwit In tto wnfl** 

iot. Til® 3 ra object iw is to mmwm FA*® mvmmm tr*ao 

th® to®» «a»al* ^ flii® ronfiirwi Aoesito of traffic opto 




Itte tlie of Ixiutilm iiaaiseise® in the wir- 

lliiirii tiear of tlio m^im m@* 

the iomrth ohjectiw i« %> fcl^c: of trwSte with 

Mmt h&icm ooiiatrlos* Thim nwaai® a ooiisifi^raWle extoWfloii of 
t»i!W.ltroenfcf #iirli«t» ‘Jhe fifth obJ«cftiim im to 

aafegiKir^ »'«Kietao*s liiiCB with th* far 'BasA* thi® tmtm wp^slaliy 
to^rtont In vl ^4 of ite tim with Iho P»pl@r. Reptiiaic of m»iu 

fSho toasie prlocipla of w«f«r« aloogwltli tM# is that th® 
first ts«lc ir. to ioBlct »a%iifwm toimga on the mm^*- Hi® tnai- 
cotion of 3f<!iag€' to ttie fossiblo ^ent# whafwwwr the 

objtictlv€^ oto.icn# must bo it® Intsgriil part* *113118 tlwit l»^l- 

etan hat to thirls la of fcalsia® nawal o»«*tl©fi® into th® 

Arabian sea, sutaftiarlao attadss in fctese watars are within th® 
rasOLwi of the feacibXe# prowid©i3 the means to b© are re«|iir«dl« 

Th® pTOtiWfclon of eiirllian tirgefcc against mmsf aetioii of 
uttf tjrpe l» pxlmmllY the todk of too eHrillim poimlatton which 
rauat be trainaat ec|iipp«^ and ©rgantaed tor’ the purposaa? only 
Installations belonging to mm aroaf torcec thauael'ws stouia nor- 
roally defend thcmi against snasny attosdse* this principle 
hae to be ipplled to saa-war aaf^es* only a lirnltaa mm'mr of 
iasfcalXatJons fedtoneing to the asjiieS torco® cap ba toanioa doe# 
t© tte eufficiofitly doisa to b® aasigpad to the tor 

doferie© ip fehe ewit of war* the task now is to th* 

objaetiwwi tor th® naay baa to b® tallox'ea and to wseas tlie 

neeft® that aniaetcwe best the optloii once mprcicoi 

»«•« Is an ii^iortiiit oonslfteratidi wtsidb Um to toe Mafit In 


36 


vim» naf A a^^isitbloias lojin iipoii tte tSaa thc^ are cir^lscc^ 
tiK Siittii whsii h&oemm 

. Est£39'liabii«Dts o£ tah® ssrtiaasi ox closa 

to iti® 6toxa# m dose at sttisf rata tliat iiieensilMa to 

na'Val attad# eui !;;« % gaud am: toth 

t»-r/4rffvCe ana this of we^iofiary i® ais© 

ailfertM.c fr-r t!u:- ;jr©tQctIan of Gi¥ili««i taxiiAs* 

thd sfisetiips i^tsetios of tbs sterss mat jcsibbIi out to tlw 
sssf is the first inatsocs ior ps^posss of rwxiMMisssoe idth sij^ 
ermttf patrol laoats ana $mpxmum& oiirllias craft# i«ith 
marliMi lid icoptirs# si^th sirotaft cif^atil© o£ strllcin^ at wa* o<|ti* 
pped witli air*. to- air f«o miasiliis# %■ pr©¥«it fcfe« to reacti 

his t®rg«t&i# tile iDro Mb afctad;® will be blunted# It is thersJorsi 
neceesiary to sti'etcb oat to the hanboiira in order to attodc 

Me war is tfielr own waters* tlie ©conoBf will bo affoi^^ bf tho 
nnval actl'^ltles and tills activity can l^sl Mw to diirort mmm i»i 
bln naval i?trpiigtli lr«a offensive to def^iaiv® sneajBarw# It alwast 
ar»« '?afc Into It# as yat it i&i|>«j;ids upon tbt import of ©il and 
oil pm:licts* It is tlisrstora iicesssary to cnsairc the stilly of 
oil £mm tlm Oilf arid this is &m smmn tor m^mim tii® sacond dt- 
j active* to iwpisiy of iRilitary stores an^ sswimitloii Ihs 

good oifiOTs of tocstriss prto^bcsd to 0 i:^^irt in an 'Srpii^ 

wnflict# In tii® m^mt it wocld toe tipto Pafc to bring i« tocb «to*» 
wm £iw« friendly port# »t a 0x»t m glanc® this iippswr® to 1» «i 
sastsfisiott of th® first oi^octiv® of mMm mmrnrn mxmm 
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mt* ms far west m fclse strait of Koiwtia* 

mm of kmpim *«*® ^ passage of tmAmm 

otfettT' ^lip® can Sa® «siir«a iagr greater strength at mm- aad to 
air th«rs% Ibetlasr piaoteetSoP of civil las fcaacfets* ^ 

lor® m tl« €-fm^ cmm inter aict the fliowment lata iCaracM, of rfalp 
oantng fr«n the Qjlf# it tsa® a stioi^ftnia on p^k,i&t&a* & isJu&fcci^ 
and trattBport egfstem* Pakistan* s stocSca of oil o£ oil 
ts can loot oidy tor a short ti||ie* "nwre 1 « no n«erd ©f dasaglog 

mZ%mA of awymications end Its iwlastrles hot onlytlw 

22 ' 

Modcad;? of Xaraclii Is nectessery to &m&gm thm n'toove netjwoxlt# 

1!li® mcM»«sit Pakistan mqMlrme the ci^>abllifc3f ©f onairli^ tlie 
flow of oil and other i®i|>plles fr.ws the mif# Uio pictare chawpis 
protosndly* Xf tlie flow of oil into Karachi ccr. mt he ej;;fa«fc.iwii.3f 
stopped, it will hocMie noc«#ssax3^ to Inflict heav^^ ©n Urn 

port# the diatrltutlve dmnn^ils and the users* Ihis will Ssiwm 
the mmf into eapondlnri him alrtorces ar.d mlaeX'hlo cc^ahillty* 

India i# c^m.m of hlocicaaiBg Karachi as long m Pdcleta® 
stays viUi Um first of Urn otejecftlvo® defined earlier* It dot® 
not need to do wore than to fight a war of attrltian; tl»at i«# 
at^itlon of the w^lmtmm oil » reserves and otlAsc wurlilii m^pl^* 
ies* c«C 6 ti»y m:m reduce to ttoe point o£ s-aSttustion# witim*’ 
i»*l 8 ten tolde mp m a settletiwut is arrive?;^ et ulmiugl* good 


loid# p* 42!* 

aa* xMd# p*4a. 
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of bts -pemm cor pamm:» o» t«cn0« fit 

««nc 3 f Qif&ml'vm % air itni 3agr mt to ac^ier^ 

ai^ etrati^io m t«etio«l 9«Lii$. on tim gxmn^ tut §omm »Almtm 
into oooouwiifig it@ xoMnmis of oil to cuxti^l its 
os^eott^* . , 


msqstims tim ^hor«fithjidl to mn ttio Modeote of 


Tlie ifii»ri» %f9hieli cao ht. pmrmS Into m mmmmt rmm mm 
lialtaa* lit will la:? grtm/tmt ®t**es» on ona rather than try te 
strike «n Isoianc®, first laossiMllty 1« to 1®«^ 

to a longer oonlllefc* It wmM also l€«to the oMiiy «(po«oi lo 
to ttitearine vmtMmm anji l^s «sp©oi«Ily w an «o|»aii@ioii of 
stw*© m&mcwBtmr capaMllty lawsli 'bm mn integral pm'b of mditimflm 
tte saooatl of its okjsetiifffis* thm MoSsmd® of KmmM trill muirs 
m mi of tits iisr«^n terms frvoixrsbls to Idto omny* 


Sxtrwtotts prosotoss in the mrakian se» tepsrto Itoilistloan 
wpoit loeia tet«»siistlo intantkMis* Vtm mtib a lontiL 
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fete m pmmt Ms to p-at lute tte mm «» 

it» imiglit wm m,tmi.dm |k»ws» pmMmm «>f 

mm wte9i rnmrn oemptlerntmA m& tliai} Ibr m msiimmiS, 

IB thm gmm o£ fttnmdngi the ileg# eoee ef tte local poiiws Mijb^ a 
ddciSei aOimihagii# wiiich m^p^pcxt tlwljr «l«|>l«m^c: •fJMrta in 
rii® freeter i^npatli^ §ax their p&imt of wimr in xmQi^nmi afteira* 

Itone of the locidt power* can mmpmtm lalth a aot^eKpowir*# 
teipite loglehical &&mmtegm in tte mIi»m Aslan oe«sis tet thifir 

cwi D*0t @ach othisc*s growing tnlght. ixm has its 

naval position in the Oilf ana is mm ntretching emt into the 
'tMTshian mm Im a few fears mm Iran's proi^tnctt in it i4.ll 

tsoont ior mmia.ipmt froii the feet that Iran can give f^istaci 

23 

«f#s^ive hi^p in mm* Iran's -ncitahle prei^ifte in that sea is 
not accaptalAe to India* *13 India* an Iranian hnil^tip in the 
jnrahiaci mm is such worse t3cmm the nav^ presences of the 
powers* mt indie has at least the idiereirithal to iiteet Iran at mm* 

*£m 9 tj it would he at great ©ost to it* ocotsoraf* Ttm ^TOwtls 
of Xr»'« »®a power iii^als it into such a isourse mm withoat iasy 
ewse atte'itetabie to F^ietan. a strong flottlla of jftitoMri’i»s# 

coastal Qraff* Stelh® aircraft* w anti-sulraariiw sf st«i only can 

M 

protect tatfltar traf Sc hetiaeea Eari^hi and the oil I. 4 eilwtaai- 

tlal hull5-ap will topdl the mmmf into a mare vigowM# navA pro- 
graraiwa* «d tnetitahif Pikistan will have to Joiia th# ’*« 


23. Ibid, p*43* 
Xhid* p»43. 


objacfciint tli* «fer«fe«gy ooft»ia«r«U,toi3® fela% 

«.«»«* lt» mmf %» trmn tti® tih&pm of tti# twi nmim 

Is tbs ©¥® 0 t ? 

Faicisl«i mtslios isijo Xfl4ii«i figmm w®fc«r« a 'pQ^rnmi 
©f Mm iioiSiiiii raiiisi eslissacisofi* mintm9 tiw wltt 

stxangtbssai «iSbi«»#2Siiari»© hamkmm 

witli sljro-to fsissUios m that thi^ ©an ©tirade 

iMio ©bt of tlio rasfa of ttioiar air miSmsm Xnfia 

«jMs an airoraft emrim ©a{i«lii.a of padcisfi Jot fiflstwa to ma^ 
traliaa tte hmhmm* 

Fakistan ae^iras dl@et3f02f«r afs^ feigalses fitted wltli w.ig®t- 
l«e to meet Indian ships piobing fht lanes between icarachi 
md th® iittr&it of 's^smmm to proTid® n&oosts ior an w^l 

a® inr other ships? India iaexmm& its norfs^so atrerifth to staar 
one coiiKdt MMad. India aniffnaiita hmc: ssitoKiiatar atrasgith to 
dilppiss* FAiatas adds to anhawis® daitnooa is th® coastal 'Mt* 

India o:t’^®hds its atr force m »■« to infeerdict the fiowof 
oil# i»t KOK'di* Into Karachi# hit up-csoi'sstxy as well# with t\m 
ciapaclti’ to destrudtlon on indiialaE’ial liwrtellatioiifi. The 

•aar ^ saa exte^Ms now to the air ard to the Imsd# wit2i the psclrasi- 
}pal imraen falling on the Jiawy* 

'ThQ aciiaieition of ®«i otfasaiiss ''^:iL''-yJB 

forthar oat forora tmt diorss. tti® ability te l®a%? %h® 
Indian iiy-iy tsmi the straits of Hoaasr and their epps«;«!»8 owioti 
fe® emwirpassed a pxotasttw® mstwm raactoli:^ aits that many 
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fitaittlcid mUmm* ¥t»x: at saa Is a war ©f m»vmmnk&» 

Pakistan *s otojecfeiw# that of i(i«r® ptotoctioo ©f it® Bhotm»f lias 
iMt little tea lit in offensi-w capacity* woapooary ii©oi«S for 
it is mt a^@«pate» eioce m It i® basically aoeapted tln^ action 
la war is priia.irily aitteS at aoing msKiiam imm® to tto 
ofimsiT® cupaelty will b@ aitad to tfm graataot posaiblo ©rtmt* 
Plyslcally it b®c»»«s faasibla to sixatoh ftarth«r is rscpirad 
tifraly icc ptotactioning tbs jf^rowc^as to tlw straits of tonwis* 
The Piskistais Ma*<gy will ina3t)ral:S.y be ^sim iarthw out# just 
mm Inesiorably it will. its protoetiire actiirttiaw to th® »a* 

al Maiidab, in ord«r to ©eoir® th® fireedcm of pespaga of otf chant- 
mail. In of pcolongea war the civil- shoal d be cain- 

taiiiod and es^sanded. The liif1.m? of warlike stores l^s to bt ao* 
cured, T’iis doBRand® that the fcoedrw? of shipping to md fron the 
mm« canal I® safeguarded. 

A liitv war regulras of P#:i8taii to secure the whole of tfm 
mrthmn section of tfm Afro-Aslan oce«# all the mm ^mcm located 
on the north of a I In© draifn froffi tim Peninsula of Kuteh to th# 

»t>m of Africa* 

iTho protection of Pakistan*® tarktf traffic to wd frm the 
p^slan Qal f will India into a naval toild ap which p^lstai 

has to match. Afiy incr«ia®Bt to Pakistan’s strangth so m ^ aamrn 
tiha passage of wnrchaistewn betwe®n Karachi and th® 
will only liA«ii«liy th® naval rae®. sine® P^ilstan i« ®ooBoaiicid.l3r 
• we* fsoiiijtry ao It ha® to lock for wayii and iioaii® to roiraas the 
mnfawacabla bni^icf®. it® osast llii® wane tor over iOO ten iiii*rtli 


it hm to aomlfsato It to of iodi* icir toi« toto- 

rlty tetiatfip of bae@ facUittos la i»e»»«.®flr3r, 

I'-Jis assGsssTiSnt of nw Im ty W^latm ilwlisQ the %iiatic 
nes war i#iich 1 « ww prmmilad is thn moaem is mt 

hlv to *«nlnate the asa lanea to t.h@ Bab @1 Mmaab» '’Ito tli« 
atxoog ««rml «»re® it Is not posaibl® to oaanr® tm «rao*w of 
trad® with fch® OEMisfcrloa of Snst i^frici. csaraaunicmtloiis imbmm 

mnS the port® on the mmtm^ aeatoarfl of WEriea are atert 
ana airact, Trate €»i^ tharotore* a«tol«v ronaily* lii® imports 
& ©3|>©rts of i^ficlean oountrias will •As® ba affoctoi In tlmo® of 
war ©f ir@t# that area will ISkm to purcaia®® fifelstafil capi- 

tal ©oois only if th^e la an aas^irance latat ttw capital §(0{>de and 
the spar® part* will he awail^e in war, 

* 1 ^ safeguarding of F5lsl«tan*s to* ooraminlcstloiie with the 
Far East cm mt he approa^aed without Indian mec^» m douSst 
F^i»tasi*s ana coineetioii with to® chliw is voij toportant, 

^^alMt tola stand® to# fact that It ha® to Alrt the whole of 
India, all the time rewalniag iopoied to Indian action ©• the i«»* 
fase, below it, and also above 

'Thff protect ion of the eaa Janes connc-ctir«g fcaracld vlto. to® 
sfcraito of tormu* Siiiplfels Ftoistan into the coKSist of tlte tetis-lity 
of vsr MitJsout retervation tod ensuring toe safety of mr&amt to 
and .from the Bto el Mandahw thi® Wiouiits raally to ao €ff«efeive 


as. XMd, p.4S 
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pi‘«fe6«'e ifi tu® northwm &mtox of fch® *rabi®B 8«@ £xtm leutch to 
tkm mmtmn tip of Somalia* t3hii® it beeoa®© to 

aitord ptotoctioii to tri^ with th# i^uit Mrican si*w« 

lia^l# «ati mt saiow Xrm*B loullJl-sisi to m ai»}»neii«e5S# tl* 
maat ricfei i» an mmn witJimit any pjcotocatioit being offwrea ^ 
FAlttan# Pmirntm baa aa.roa% ©o option tot to Join it* 

P®lt4atafi*a Ion?! coant-lino hi' tte a'oii that bae to b® seoi-» 
cm be aottiws wf.tb bases the nev>’-at a pi.- ice# tot It is 
ifiten*i43l to pay* Pf^istusn* b ehinf and will wwitor tb®«i 

oomiition* b® able to carry greater pay Xoada tiiaii fciieli: inaiaii 
iuSewrsaflrtee* and their turn aoroiand time will to am*M stertear* 

Is of atoost. Iwpoirt .?«« since in tbls ia^hion P*fel«tosi «2«n watob 
tb© Xndiatn numbers with a Xer>Bc^ Htxor^fcb* Xt ia J®asibl® fear 
ti^istan to aowiitate too air ^ace in ficont oi it® mmt for ba^oniS 
tbe line ii«i b»f« *‘wii by means of a ateoi^ Imd towse^ J3.eet air 
mam ite aircraft can enter ifa» this i^aee Itom irarioaa directions* 
itiatow iniita can Huistar Ibr detection It can mt pxmmnt tm »lr«- 
exaft fresR operating. Its aircraft will hmm to noire i« well 

aefiiied axle to t|» toaetlin® or from land# attacking PAistait 
ii«nt» at sea 'from tite rear? or elce# tbey will b#¥c to fly far oat 

to cea* to deliw ptt^s from different direction®# wltb a grea- 

2fe 

ter eitsenditiire ©f fuel and imrsem a res^ced pi^load, - 

pmi&tm hm m large reseraoir of trained and «vai.’i«i€»i . 


36* Xbid# o« ^ • 



on flytisg mxmii§n ilagis* It 1® posslWl® to c©a^s«:t tiwa into 



fi^htiwf Bmmm with tsratnUig ana oafs 5 ant»atS©ii. *1111® will taitn 
ttoo ana ffion^ hnt it wUi hm cimai^ than fc© raly fi&r the a@f«ii©® 
®»ciust¥®ay on tha iaiiixa»ap of ti» mvf* oncso 
r^eci^en ar® lar®i»«a in tha a« of w®a|>ci«s» Btnrcfeant stoipe can he 
refitted to carter out warlike oo«catiofis In a Xi«lfc^ wy. *.thi 
the itefenaiw i«»apens iPAtsfcani inerchant ship® will han® the capa- 
city to oocntsr tlm Intien laitmariii# warfare, ixic® Pil5t»tan opts 
■Bar waging a psoiongea war# the obility to a«iag® lndi#i 
aaemn®® onicial ibsportaiK!®. xnaia Iwie an exfc€*i®iw ot«r»«® Ur«a® 
which ISona® a fmf ii!i|>ortiait MCtor of it® econoifiy. It «!»» 
aepena® heavily upon tl^ in^jort of gooa grain® ®n^ In IncapaM,® o* 


fh protfct the coast line arawn 'frowi Riitch to the mrn of 
Africa i^alfiafc attadte ftesm eea hf ships# the Awsinafcion of tl^ »«® 
space is esrentinl ihr this purpose the in^ictlon of nwetowm a«iag® 
on the erj?^y nwy In It® hcsiae %»ater® ena asrlng efctwnpte to Intwiae 
Into tte sea t© fansg® on the «e»y oversea® tre^e on n m 

globsa. ,'ic^r and raids on mmy inst»llation» on shore, ^!lstor^tlon 
of Wia CR«y*s overseas traffic in dlrtnnt wat«v® tof 
erasers amed werch^tBien# fhere ehocld be «sllowiog oparatlnsa 
«3c®ia?sds — -ae coasts dteiSssae® iiKsliiding air defence# »ntl*»aiijiiariii@ 
warfare# war fir® anti-rsoonnalssaiic® flight®# fighter pmtm» 

tton mm air »lri3c©«. Greater ranK?® »is«il«® than artillery ®»n# 



tmmlm: ships aouafcing Missilss shwiia !» iae«4» A raoim towseds 
®®ii«r«(llaioi» iii asiencs pi»attCf%ioii mt oalf mhamm tai# 
mantxf*m espaeity to f«ie« iMStoal agsrassteiji it will act m ® 
^teKr€i 2 t against sggrcssi^ Tigris* Stm m um against air att» 
.art waul a ha iiaafttl aa5 it mill pmvl^ air iwbrailia ovar the m% 
of &^ci8ta»if Mhllm mt th@ eawe tisj# kiting their wimbors low 
Co4»fcal aefenca will then b@ bascil on artlllt«y mni wlesile a:^la- 
c«a«nt* €la»%,- to ilitcsly coastal targats. 

Silica Fi^istaa trairlar Hast is iiary Mg# it ciw CMlIy tm 
ie^loyaS itonealy# Itself a eonsliSwratiois isiportaat in 
aulaiariiias# keeping thwi under close obi^^rration if oiKse ScmmSU tnS 
ttmbmtirn thm# ^te.ee Mgh ^m&S^ cara:£t will hmf® to coicih lirge 
areas, a large lasntar of Fekistasi'e are alloyed in the Oilf* 

TMy are um& as civil laxt Mrvic«iMi in peece wd at the evwit of 
wm th«y cm te esed ior aoti-eateariiM operations* 

The more effectiiai the operatioiis of FAiatan'a navy# tte: 
greater the Aiterrent effect of the toisbers of thuj; fle^?t »ir awi 
wa til© less toe likelihood that enemy's meo«o’ war will raow Into 
mm of It^akist&ji tooogiit to phase them ottt and ulti- 

mately diii#eii»e with reliance cm thm tor the pirpoaes of ;v;;r 
defefwe. 

Ttie sir ilia arm of the naval air camand ncadr. which 

can sleliv»- or enaiiy ships % they, Xflli be practically Ipwl- 
ficrable to the anti-aircraft defences lotKitod an ene®^ 
lAite »®»».ee8ee »ich tomlaer# the ®»r»ny »hip® will S» 
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SsresSt to sitm' out of tim wmtmtm over whiA tbcgf css Sie 

ac^isifeio!} of tMs wiispan &yMtm «iil. place FAiBtmn in ao lii£l.i$»> 

gff 

mtial po@lt.ioii in t;lie norttiern Motor of tte MmMmn mm 
onil' its vitti the vest hxt it i«lll 

affect tie um of ttm m®m cana^ bjf l»stila S»rc@s* I'te 
ponaltsr Ij^soeod ofoa tlm ©iKmy mUX oa @a'^W 9 * unid 'im iwdll 

havA 1» rely nore an 3 inoro apon veasels Ilyi»g fori^n £la@s» 
teicistan naval tomtera attmcked lan^ ba»sd alrdrafta atnS 
will bo advwitagfo to PaSciotan to um oeii«'al air tesoa tor the 
pmspoo®* 

Tfm ehipB mgugeiS in anti subnariitii operations ssoort* of 
jmerchanl^M# Inmbera strUtes against eneniy tmgmtB mw^ iiiii.1 

fiend profccictiofi %' fighter alxcaraft. ait land l»««a bowbere owry-* 
imj A 5 M«i can 90 £m to eetablieh Pji«lstan*s Aamlnanc® ovwr tlse 
northern sector of fete Indian ocean i.e. .ir^laa sea and ttiaraby 
aftoraiS prokectton to aieKdbanfe j^ips and feteir escorts*'^ Falcla- 
feaii*« aea-^aca has to te sQOircjd % aarface vosueln, Ttey isiaat 
be fast and jaodern# capable of teldio® tl»ir oi-m against the 

fe-lftatea which India is now ptodtielng at homo, mS gettiagi 
aoffi abroad* Indian iaray© hair® to carry into ?«S«letan*s air a®-* 
broil a# iiipoalog re<|iiri3i-iiafife6 tii^on the attadsero# 

however# Pi^iatan is oomlttod to the pmtmtloa of 
trade routes along the i^icati ooasfe# toe need ior SrMimtm teie» 


Ibid# P* U) 
26. Ibid# f. ti7 


Tim ratl^ ia wMcti »^lmtm tso 

0 ppo£iR 9 strength, 's^ icmigh estinata i^hoaijS be mkimt a %>hir^ of 
nhat fche other siOe eao airing oifensiipe acfciiritiee of all 

t^ss# the airirf. aonlnanw ©vir the area of awabafe will be 4»sl49- 
ei first# m& aftac tliat the gaeation of O^eing flotilla 
alaggtog It oat with l*eir aileatlee will Sai ©iiaplf no nrlm* 

It tollow that Pahlstan floee not roufiire miseil# boat® 
to oopos® ttoae of maia# miesil© oanying boi^iers will be able to 
perfourm the fcarfe# ii oeceasarS'' protected high pwrtoiniiic!# 
.fightors. It «3b®s rot s|i|»ear toialhle to ocwiBilt Pafeiataiii mieall® 
boats agalnut targets on the Xnaiiii ooaat# otileea t^tioal aiarial 
domination can be en^ired tor the toratlon of tt» etta^ Indadii^ 
the moiieaent ’to, and again aft<« wards aw^ f»«a# tJNe target area# 
area, itsother «ich condition® oa® be acMewid i® iSooWfetol* the 
area north of th« line running from Koteh to the mm of Africa 
will ocw« ander tli® air ©owe of the Piicistaii mey# and firthwr 
wBst OR® proc®«le in it# the thiwier this ombrell « id.ll hiwswiie# 
Indian aorface wssela will be aSaa.® to intwnie into the weeterii 
r©»ch«r» of eeawspacse# India* s tiffed to kisto open her trad® 
route* fchnough the sue* canal will irive hm into pficle* 

fcaB*« effective iisfluenee in th@ af>pjroaehe« to idle »ib el I'!«jia9sl:^ 

A pwertol force of Indian surface weesele ow^ead of 
cnil««r»# frigataa# destroyera and the atreraffe carrier 
towiird® the i^peoaciwa to the lato el Maiidab. %ii® i@ owo«d hlf ^ 


». Ibid# »,hS 


aotllla ©i; l»«t® mm mrigmtm m‘ Ornm^m®* 

Vim Minim aJLr oowr ©©©alsius of figMoar® tsmk *yskx:m%*t 
pimos ©mot laamsSi mi® ofoitiot nm vmistml mloeile 

;r’!-.A:it Ulslffl Joto tia« to hm loft to b«iK^ liwto«r» %*!<*# lir 

#f ttio i3l«fe»fico tl»f hmm to Hf# «# laoaioippoa la tholir 

pa^fioaSs &m la tim tisio tl»f ©oo ®%m ^ 

ff» »iicliit«i air ii«3aroll.a la provl^^Nsf Tm J.afi5-ba»@a fl#3ifewra 
and lagr r®c»f»ial®aaiw« alreroft firoetliif tli® fliro of ttoo siloall® 
iBomtm Tkm flstmc® fran l^ir tmmm w&)Somm ti» ttoo for wiilcti 
tiwy c®ya oporato* laot loos than I# omm with tli® lofiiap 
carry iB® hmh&sm own tug tooBi :aaMSii« baiioa is^cIi are Inttareapt^ Jay 
PikletMi figliter® l>eiare tls®y roaefe tha battle area, in wets a 
eetifig PaitiBtaai laieeilo a»f their ac<|tieltl 0 n is Jeetifioa. 

Ihe fleet of falcietai! Mesf eiioiiliJ thea oonelst of ft I* 
gafeoe mM aestroyers i^rosrtoately oao-thlra of ehat 

tnAlm me plum m flotilla of isieele cioyliig ataft with m ©peacip- 
ttonal range opto ana fe«yo«f the Bato el Man^lab. The Macupttoii of 
the opposing ewntry** oversea* traS® i?lll be too toric of a s^»» 
rate ftwwanf. Vhm w^rcharittoips ehwtld' be arwof oistfer Intemetlo- 
nsH r«{»gni»io»* and retain ifig tf»ir peaceable character* 
picvisitnn of wmf llsult^ armament will ecabl® the a«ehMt Alps 
to .int«*csi:»t sato enoiiy vese^s ae they cceie aorciss. lost aMtiags 
©f asptied ship© with eaeRy aarchafitaMin idll fiiAl witMo 


30* iMd. IT. M'l 
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Hit rttlia 9f and t3i» taititiL of ptiaglo to 

m ©loliai sc?aa« will im ®f littla pjrtctteia AKxiaals ma 

#^«trHir®{s of iiairctait^ip* are veil, knoiei rmitiii®* Fiklstmi 
recmlt eitla!»oe try togetlsMr the teforaettone the !fiio^*rm«it 

of eiway ©hips Isy get* Ins trainii^ 1® the nee of cxiwa.islcetioai 
«i|iipBi®et an^ coiee for Hie txaniittiesloa of «ieh latorraetion 1» 
irahiaa sea* 

interaettooel l»m allow© U'« ©f aesrehant shlpo ier 

^Sefteisiv© pwposee whila at Wi® »««« tiaa A:oooyr*i»4rig tl»lr ©Ivilii** 
m clwar^ster. Bat; If the BiiiireJr»©t fihip* toftilge iu offaielw hoe- 
tlle actSoa agalaat efi«iy# they i4.ll# ti»reby# lose tx^Sj: civil iwi 
ctnafeefeer aa^ he treated ae TiiiBriitil|>.«* iSiis feliiiig •doe® not want to 


teat ’hot this mieh 


depenii npoit tli© attitude struck hy Itidivi* 


ilual Gountries# and Hiey will owrfcaiiily be guided by their reap®©- 
tlve |»llcies in m conflict toetaieeii India and Paklaten. 

li^jreaalng of m^ehant rfiip® fior wafclik© actlofi gainst slilpa 
carrying the Indian flag %?ill have mme practical effect upon Intla 
in times of war* its ovwsean traito will ittJfer and this will in 
.fciiRi diffllnlsh its potential to fight* this l« m especiidLly Tommm 
x»Sl« caa i»t reach Hie often prooiateei and eo often dente-S goal 
m aelf^mfflcleiK^ in food* » the event of a wm *»i xegilres^* 
in mtim might ineresse litiiie soije pmt of th® 'furoAiotlve 
labour force will be dlv^rteii to suetaln tiie w«r effort* it 4® 
to preiMrae that the need to liBport fiaodgraina will go up «ay 
ia®« to the iiiillan carry lag capacity will h»m it® iwedlato 
efl^tiw sSjice the teport of ibodgi»al«ii i«id other also 
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ta# Ismm «cai« a«B«ige to ailan Alppim wili to® 

ow fmr& issd stems into tli® 


meh of-, tm Xadlao oiiw®®®® feriwte 1® carrind % toalOBi- 

iog to .for logo couatrios* idli aormUli fi»t care ititteli 

If a»Ri«d F^4»tiiii. niurcliwlafiait «1«:iKd£ Md ©iptssr® Ipdian fia® 
®aixl.®re# tl»j iwist to® ®o®pt®e|yid to %iic® « vmf mmimim wi<m #icl» 
uctten i« meimt ®Mo« n^lm tl»ir £4«Qt«« and car® fw*®!; to® 


Sine® msf programi® ior m mmreX build u|» %iiil toak® £iir« 3f#ar® 
%0 aaterladia®# tdtoini m optiniatic and ttoe nand i® to fiiidi 

m tei®»iiat® r^^aa® jisr th® 4 ii}®laflc® at ®aa# th® attadt coamitfii 
mm&B to to® onaoiasd rigtit mm xt "mmiams wraential to inpart 
traifilfig to Pilci®taii*® m ttoat tto®:^ caa u»e tt» wespom itiicto tl»ir 
iiiilp# will to® psowiiW wifely 


Boreifa AippUm limm will to® raluctaiit to fly It If ttoay 
Atar ttoat ttoeir sliips ar® liaproasad into warlllie xtimm, M 
wton nmsl are so ea to draw into ti»ir «itoifc 

Alps and 8 ®«ii®is of tto® ®«rcto«t float, forlajia interprlsa® ba»lsig 

tlwseolws on idll toav® to to® qIv&h aesuraosee fciwt tlialr 
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irtilp© will not to© teipra^ed Mox warlik© puirposes. ' ^ aicto aasuran- 
mm not eaAeiwi to tto® prowision of ^£&mim ©^liMsmt 
«W4 a torti^n owner may find reason bo welowe. Saids oi indlais 
installettofis in Wtteto or Kattoiwwar may toacome poseliae art ««»n 
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Thlm will iforcws ^eeifieallf tmUnsi ia* tl« 

^ixp&m i. ©• mariiMiii, VtSs-lrntm wish to xmMtm tSi® cupacity to 
feriiiii Iwagm mmhmm «if ito®ii«is# ani In mim: to ao «©# ^isb® 
b@ 8#t »!»• 

©aijaaston of nawal oaitmitoofito %iill r«^ir« fei» pipowi^ 
eJtoii of afiJlfeiojaraO, faeilltlos, tor toe pm^m of Fi#ciiifc«t® 

nmf* Kar«»M tones ito ntofilfieiii®® om too oteJjiotiir#ii e^imimA 
in tto procMlifig pages «ro aeoipto^* Hie protection of toe a|3f>ri>>* 
aeliee to toe mi£ anil to toe Bto el tlie prowieton of eetorto 

tor toipe in toatoi wito toe weaterii iMMKtoerS of to® 

Aeian ooeMt recpire toat h»m facilities tor toam are estalAltoefl 
«8 far went ae Ftoletan's teontiere re^Kilu Pikietm cut luili 
Imee facilities with Its own anil gimp mmm limited 

ports* to a large eaiteiit also with its own intinstxial capacii^* 
the ciorrect action of tiawal touma will enhance the striking 
Mlity of toe niftf* - 

this goes for hoth tie Hmt of the nan^ ano Ite air wa« 
the wo'WB o£ teses to the west will also brin^ fresh prohlatis to the 
Xn^^ians* wten munting air attiMifcs on than t tor th#>' i^ll hewe to 
trnwttse a mch l<W€r stretch of piskiatml leritory thMi is the 
case with an attadt niton Karachi# or else th«^ will 'tmwm to fly far 
out at sea* with a conse^itot loss of pafioai*: 

Tim pmWim of eaelfis the fangarona tonston that ha® *iwa-. 
Ic»p«?i3 in the «ri^i»n sea har lately Itoocae one of tti* jaejor mili- 
tary and political problems of ©ur time* limmm of its etmtagic 


msitian tSi® @«a lio® hmmm® mw ® fymal point! of llwifclw 

mm® r»e© ani pirofwafeliig the ®«% IWMi? of »wr oonfliofc** lEtie 
imter 1® ^Ito proh^lo hooia®® of tho mmsm^x^M^m 

ot m&Tiami Sotcmw imlu^m »tt«sSs ®iwxoffe*c8»l«E'' 

unit®# 

Since 19W wten &m -soviet- iworiCM taB:® on thm i4sitt«tto» 
mid mil3«o«pofit xredactioii of niUltasy eeti^ltQf in th« mm® imMm 
off# tim iifiltod etates toc^ steps to its nilitmeljitlo 

pjr«ipairatl 0 ii in this area idth tti@ nltlmato aim of osti^loMn® its 
pmnaiiont militanr strategio piroMms© on th# iteroo of AnMan 
the ssm'bm of wareMpe of the y*s*A» and ifee 
ogxretisivo Jailocs now ooncaeatacatei tiwmm* U. s* a. i* sapandliig and 
Bodoriiisiisg the wistiiii allltasy has®* In the «r«a» fttl fill lag 
plan® of il^loyii^ tl«« it® gmind immm or miirliwi# and crating 
m M® mnd slior© haaod infrasti-ucteire to mpgo^ nan'al op«tattott» 
feiiece. A aaiinaa: on the prabien® of dlnilitarislr^ th« wr«a la 
A*jw oeliii In 1960 was helil# wbert the qoactntrntlor* of militacy 
Asrew itttl estiuibl.i3teeiit of bases was «^rj5emnofl tout tlw united 
statas mmx&d this md a nsw slteictlon in the 3«a 

i$ caraatfed toy the accsIsa^Bted rail! tar isafclon of 

In aowrdmies with a yeesmife agxoweiifc xcmslma betwasis 
if^rton and lolaaaoad# the JW will mmially mpply PAlatm 
mo Si ill ton rnilm® worth of am® and jailitari over the 
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fim fsars* 4 'mttiWMr ^ air and 

iival bases oa tOie tarrilasMEy bi F^sialsafi is a *sibje®ti of wsiny. 
tete Mrs. Qm^ eta««d tbat itSm U«4»JI» intanas to «afe« Fsitisfewi 
tbe Central ii'ilc of t}^ ^Merieiei strati^f of tefendii^ tte Martian 
mii. 

Ctiina is mdcltig a deteriained eiiart to scmm PAls'taii. too 
anil tCYli^ m possible constraetton of a Chinese Allltary baM Mior 

mm 

Karachi. China Is shirfchar increasing i%» soutfwrn fleet 
is intended first of all for operation In area mM wl»l# of 
Indiaw ec««n. It Is belleiied that the F.r^Cs militmf presiaKse In 
the Indian, ocasan area will Inevitsbly lead to t3» feirtiwc dedlitoli- 
setton of the alrea% tense simation th«re« mmrixuk and China 
both are deteacwtne-d tor eafsandlfip# erlistUn^ and creating — .» nmA 
bniwss In ths?!*. area, ihe ^licy of Birthor steoplng op the auks 
riseiw in the Jstablan sea parsuaiJted tof washii^ton wd its Is 

a dlTiBCt challenge to all the littoral toontries* This coarse Is 
totally at odds i#lth their desire tor a lasting peace In the rsotoa* 
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§liAlrl,..,ial.,..li;mi,& 

Th 0 sfer ataxic Honwytss staralfe aii^ ttoe siiatt>-al-«*^ have 
r«d enhanceja stxateglc bi^pectim# tit the uri^e of ttie lr»-ir«:i war* 
All %fm Oslf oil aafjorts# over a of tt» lyorld’s total mp^ 

Ilea i^liij3i!^ 4D% to the woio-ocOTiaiiiat wrli# pmm tlwagh tli® 30 
wllee wide aoi U|>teo 23S fiwat d«o strait* ftor® than S^cro 

tenders m^ 80o mllXions toiwoa of oil annually nova tihle 

irital wate^wat'. Mor®o.v«r# io% of tn^im oil fc^rte coatxactaii 
far 1960 verti to ocaie ixxm the Oilf oil rafiotriaa at the liaai of 
th« Qilf ana shattoal-Arak«! estoary* Slstty feriogn wmemtm mx® 

trippea ia the shatt-al-Arato water w^, laiese iacloaef 22 laaiMi 

xt 

wechanlsei wessids with a orew of 400 stafuSaria at Basara awf ito* 

Xraaian nmy claimed that It wa& in an artdis^oted control 
of the Hojcmuie stmait# northern shore® of tte Chlf and tl»ir conti- 
nental ehflf* rtm waterway remalneiS open tor int«rii®tlonal traffic 
Iran made It kiwwn that it had no intention to «itorce Mo^dtade of 
waterway, tt-affie in the ©trait was xrnmmd hmmm «o»® ^i^ping 
o«i>«les reused to rl* their vessel© and crew daring toe testi- 
litiee* 

The ii*s* stationed the largest ever international nawA torc«: 
of S:) to » war ships in toe aches to the oilf and close to th« 
Bowwb ©trait in October 1980* to® first-ever ^tow of strcsiigto toy 
the imBtmm navies led by the U.S.A* in the r^Son* a® maecl#- 
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a®xliig Itotm iifliJiujatedi 3S U*S. wir ships l®i3 % tw aircraft eaaxl- 
mm 0 5 Brcfich* iO arttish# m& 4 or S ^iietriliMs w^rd^ips# infetro- 
the U.s* ^ftsorea miiltlpow^ armada was Alloyed toiagr 
th® cwipai^c preceding the ll»S* praeidMtial electiofi In 

A joint »glo-.#iierlcan in«“ltSjn« aatercise 2S vmvMpm*VtO 
aircraft and i8#ooo sailors# airman and marliiw wm h«ld cl^m t» 
the r^lon ©cnm«»lfig 2i0 ccfeaSxar. 1980 as a show of tore© farttoar 
e 3 »cerb«fel«g the ei«?losl¥® sltoatton. Qilf Sralrates £@w®d that 
the sharp imx^mm in y»s, mlllt@ary «mild pnsii^t the 

soviet® to oemnter with matcihln® military iwves# "Ih® show of force 
was aimed to mmxe that the strategic wat«: vwy was kept opem tor 
intomat tonal shipplf^# an unfett^ed access to oil and tor 

pro-west Otilf rulers* India had serioa® misglviiigB aSmt th® pro- 
vocative move aimed at «ssariiig idie flow of oil hy tore®# 

if necessary# *e it carried with it the ridk of fiirthisr ess^iiletioiu 

Hie geopolitical eigai^itah®® Intacnafetoiial wat«w^s ha« 
gained added in^rtance since all the major marltim® nattono tAing 
part in ttie third u* ^ conference on the land of the sea haw 
asserted the right of overfligit; and anii^eded passage idwoogh the 
intarnatloisal etralte* Ihe principles of * innocent passage* and 
transit passage ttiroiigh tmitorlal wat^s# internatkin^ staralts# 
archip^agic waters and the 200 mile economic iipnes have h«i 
sgs'ase to tlw satisfaction of major marifcSm® »» rti^oed 
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Cowposite !i»gottafcioii T« 3 cfc licw put up in 1980 pjR>irt4®® 
rights of navigation and pmacMtiShtm fira© of eoanoiiic and politi- 
cal costs# ‘taransit pasaag®* l^spoagh intornattonal ©trait®# nip®- 
eially less than 24 mil®* In widtis# and it ^plie® to all Alpm 
on «orfac® or mUmmged and in«aad®o the mvmmt oi i#«r- 
ahips and aircraft In military formation* Ml tiieso cowe^t® «r« 
in the ^CDncaneis fea^et* of tto draft tern oi the pea Iw# fe»atv. 


fli® strait of tormur i® of particular teportane® to the 
maritime tooun tries# becmm it provides the outlet for tinkers 
eafiortiRg oil fyxm the fersi^ ojilf*. since nev* l!97l# whwi Iran 


Is aoticeaMe that iriarltime countries# and earai?clally the unit^ 


states# hatw Iwen at pains to establi^ cordial relatione with 


Ir«. 


It feweftsr© ^p@®r» that in the oontenporaicy sitaatiois thi 
^osfeioa of passage through international straits ©cxs^ ! 

torial wat«rs is potential ratlumr than aerual* v: 


So* Freecott » "aie political titogrs^jlif of the omm 

^ Chiarlea Nairton ahottf tendon) P* lio* : 


tn&»mA Ccffiposite iiigotiatloei Texfe item} put up In a^8o p«»fia®® 
rights of naipSgatioa tmA oiwrflluhts fire® ®f emimaie »isa peiifei^- 
cal costs, * transit pessuge* tfeapsagti int<anmfcteiial ©fereits# iMp©» 
daily less tisan 24 miles In wldWi# aaS it spiles t® all ship# 
on ^Arface or ^itinergeS enS indn^o tl» nww^ent of war** 
iliips and aircraft in miiitaicy ioraietloii# Ml tli®©® o»nc«*pt» mm 
in the •oons®®)^® ba^efe* of tiie ^r*ffc tei* of ttw mmm iww treaty, 

t)m strait of Hquamu© la of particailar Is^jortene® t© tSie 
marl time c»untrl®a» hmmBm it provl^s the outlet tor tanker® 
tmqporting oil fixm the tarsia© Oilf* Sine® iOT« 1971# when Iren 
took sauantesre of ttm British withtraMil to ©elfse control of three 
island® in the strait# lr®n ha® effitotiirely oontrolIeiS this dit 
let* There is no abidance that Iran vouX4 vifh to interfmr® dth 
traffic through the strait eieei^t to eaert prtismre on lra|p vlth 
idiich Iran has a nmber of iDoundary dii^otea associated dth the 
Sliatl>»al*^ab« the land hoandaryii throu#) Kurdi^ areas# and the 
aidston of th®. oontl mental shelf at head of the 3>®r«l??n Oil£« It 
is noticeable that marttiliiie countries# and especially the itfilted 
states# haiw Imn at pains to establish card I M relatione with 
Iran* ^ 

It appears that in tin® conteitporary silnation 

Qi passage through inttf-nat tonal strait© cempimA ly twri* 
watare i« potwtial rathmr than actual* the {asrlttee 


3o* J,a,¥ iresoott % TOie political aBogr^ihy of the ooeim Chaivid 
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states# aware that elates l» toKritorial water Im Bwsmm of 12 
nasitieal iniles will eactani this potential difficoltj to a large 

fumlmr o£ IntiUMiatioiial straits# wouiia pre£«’ meh proM«ie to be 

... 

^ «ser«ge# tee taUcers an tiwtr pass tteoogh the atralt of 

Hfownat* andi It becnEie clear since tto war between lr«n wd Iraq 

that becanee of s«rl«iiis threat to the oil rocte through the strait 

of Ibrymsr western coontrlea were eudi nore ifM;areeitedi in tte pjco* 

sapt mllltaiir protMsctlofi of their energy sappllea than In other 

cons iter ations# inieed that the M^ab oil pro4uicir@ were thm- 

wilwea fNipefijtait on this passage remaining opmii# since it is their 

economic llfe-lina* Iraq IitSks t3em*m strat^ic sifpilflcance ^e 

to tfm letters positioii as tri^ the fMMcthern ^m& of the straits 

of tomar throng which passes the bulk of the oil boiiiifi icr sale 

on the international maiket* m agreement was »a.sle in 19?5 between 

S3 

Iran and cw«n ior a Joint naval snpervlsion of strait of ifejaaias* 

Hie Qilf oil Is tlio E»st amphaslseS reaourc® ®sE«itlal to the wist 
ana far this parpfjoe the wstern counfcrl©® hai* establl^ea their 
naval baces in the irabian see a«di on the ehoro of y^iirrian ^l£, 
llie fclaeat of ^wcslble cdoaore of strait© of has r«5l€N 

vm intense intaimatlonal attention# especially Bine® tte hi^limliigr 
of aw iraa-Ir^aq war In aeptembar 1980* h&x:ge. taxws haw 
positionad in tlm vicinity to kei^ the straits ‘open* and Invest-* 
iienfe® in ara# sst^plias aw^S seoirlty arrangements have been Taadts in 

SI, IMi# P* lC3i* 
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tib® to oa^eiulitya'os of billions of doll®Jc»» ^ 



altornatiw to tho wln«t«bait^ of th@ etralto of -CliKfe- 

point* oouM imm h&m th« oonstsTOctton ®f m oil pSp^lM % 
pansias th® Ctods-poliit ®.ni loailis® ^iraefelf into the Arabian 
a@a. Us® oountrl®® ooncaroeia mm aasr®®^ part of a -Qilf casop^t- 
fctlon council* a plpi^ia® fK« ICutfsit t» Maf?irrt)/^^r.ari 

Ca diftaiice oi ®i‘ourtJ lOOO will in tli^s oT-^ei' of 

^ 200 million i a f:uOUi.'a rviU'ee'.mfclEig j«osibljr onv veJk*f onstit of 
«r>ainfc*ii'iiriC' c3i® tiaval aittaSa n6iit tins of 
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t OH «»8 anS t&lm In tbe csiK 


Its €»a©t iciisis the part of Irafi ^ich ia 

and ^»ost without any streams. Sat it has few inlet® whicdi haw 
been ifewelopei In 90 od ports lay Iran. "She «mth»we»t«fii €»«st of 
the oilf ferms the part of the Arab land®. ^ shallownejs® of tli® 
Ctelf Hi*®® the soothem coast ansuttaWl® for ha^toaitrs e«^t tor a 
Persian Oilf. 

In the whole of the Indian oce«i mia ma »iie Is wr© closely 

wncerned with Indian than the Pi^slan Q^lf. India’s 11A» wlldi it» 

dating fif«n the indec wallsyi-Mesopotaialan clPll laation# are moat ; 

ancient. Ewry time a dE»*itnm!iit power arose In the Middle East# tl» 

self became its ba»®t from where control of tto .M^abian ®ea sister® ^ 

5S 

was eocwclsed. Th® r^erenssions were alwi^c felt in India* the ; 
Indifr-based British strategy cwild never' leave the <hlf alone and ; 
as the 198©» opewed* tlie Persian Gblf became a gloring tocaia of 
conttoiitation between the mp^ pmtmm 

Sight st^ee of tloe Mid^e East hwe coastlines on tl» Oilf* 
Tte only cow»n thing aloi^ them is r^igion and all hit iritfi sp»sA 
a cwr#on langni^e? otlwrwiart# they differ in ©1®®* economic reworcse* 
political Ideas «ad toriegn or taut scions. H®r® tter# «r« and : 

ktBg rightist® and leftists* the richeet and poorest in 

the world and the lito«ral and the fanatic. Wnrest* tens ton and ©in- 
flict has® h®^ a field day here* rnarhed by military cewps# ciwll, , 

wars# assassinations# guerrilla operation® and ethnic feiction®* ; 
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in iraii imS the War foefeisen ir® aii3 l^aq air® tti® 
Mgh watermarks of th« ailiaoziitalitie® aaroandl ttm cult,. :■: 

Till the war betw^ii Iraq and ir«# these two ooaiistri«» 
aloi^lth s»iai «»-ahla wnar® the thre® topaost all-proitociug- 
rle® ih tlm ofbc • aii^ «dt®o the bigqeet bay«r« of arms in the 
Mldii® Bast, «re iiedium jiowwc®# closely coaiieciwd with the 

stmetiire in tt*® Ctoif, That stroctiire was largiAy «8oiin3l<*. 
tiofied their alliM^es with' eij^er poiwfirs s Irari was a miisber of 
CEfiTO, Saudi Mrafela lliice with the edited states and Iraq had 
firieadish^ treaty with the Sowiet Uttloe, Effiirt® on their part to 
iortify and t^raa® their willtary |>oeitioii® led to mmmlvm asms 
hcild-ep, &r yhlch thwr® was m osteraalWie w^mmn other than msitsa- 
al aaspicioii or mr® eagni® las® of ascwadeiwsy, Iliie notion wa® 
ijnpr«giiai®d with aaper powear intereats* the united atatas lacqsdy 
concentrating on oil and the ti,s,is«p., on the aacarity of on® of 

lands* Ih® upisdiot was that the P«!rsl«8i Oilf becane the 
most heawily amed part of td» Middle East and m.m the most mnai^ 
tiw®, more than the sea hecaas® hear® the supnr powsr® faced k 

each oth« dixactly, Iher® are tiaree factor® conewraed tfith th® 

j power intorcate, r^attoiis Imtmm the tteae major local powcars# 
aad oil, The«# wer® ir«ri®hle seoordlng to time and eix-ewstsw?es* 
Mara and rewolution® itestroyed the lienee picture# hut that oi4y 
iht9Esi£i®d India*® interest* 
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Int^esfe in tl» wild te t^eetold. ’fhe 
IJotenfcieX of wpliistioafet^l long^-xange we^^ns# the e»eir§®'iic@ of 
base facllifeie# for felietr nee# ana the ni^roaictabXe « 3 bitiQ«cfi«M®i 
of pov&m acwna the Oilf hai lai «3ctx»«reglofial mmems mut «£f- 

®eteii indita# p«rfe4aii«rl,3f in its re latlone with FAlat^n# encwns^lj# 
the laapsive csonjeroatafelon of s«tp«r powero in th® area hrf 
•fonflict r^ht at iniSia*® iioorei^s, Hiirdlf# the i#j©1.o. dewslop* 
went ttireatened Inaiia*^ principal a£«irc® of oil as well mm 

the security of Its o^sn offitore oil profoeij^ sector,®^ 

In any strategic dtewlopient# oil •would he an l^sort«it 
factor# India had stmifc oil offstwir® ymit of Bombay and in 19S2 
hae ainblfclms pl«» te search for inore In the vicinity# Itila aOLong 
with a great varloty of installation® wwld have to loe pmtec^id# 
Mach wore than the locally proceed erode was the tpantity of oil 
ooinli« imm Iraq, Iran aRd saadl jcablai thas# the uortlweaiife of 
the w^ian soa a«8i»ed a craclal iR^rtance bec«®@ it contained 
the transportation Itae## 

for the first time# ther'sfore# India %joald he forced to 
roBtruetmr* Its stxati^ In ten^© of M-abiin sea, •&« ilijstaiv 
ci'is lW3lvod iwre not long and India had the re^arces copc! with 
csintli^enctes arising in the ares, rfejw r>eihl wwia oetac Wmp 
on ftriendly texws with the disparate iUlf states# lyjt it «’4ld not 
chai»es. mdls's waritlnie power would tiai® be, infliiehc«ii % 
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iJtat tos h^^pentiig la tha m%mt tmre md ehipa 

tor high seas operations# long^xang® nairii-alx arm# asdl ,!«®re tortt- 
£iad bases on the ^@t coast* 

Qt% ttie idtola# close iinfeage botwen the maiJi mhmntinmt 
and the Hl«le East# la particala*- the r«alaa aii£# -bc^ » 

topoxtaat feature of the l980s* «ils maXS has^a upon -seseeftt 
iat©r€»’a 3 @# of w hicii history' Iisb provi^e^ an esaiiipla* Mt htwtoi.-^/ 
is *l» XMuiniscoat of sotaeti'iir^ ^ite tlie rom.r’se# &r tte watf-^e 
off tl«a *?erEiaii ililf ano off Oiijax'at liavii bt«n tl4<i seem* of anstsi’ 
dasiwe© ia the past* Hilitary powi' is kmim^ cacalatod ia bcitti 
'felie xogions of the J^ex'siaa tialf aai the Xiidloa rAib-contlaeat# ma 
fclilfe is mt Kiereiy ia tonis of local caaijutlslaaei a time ia likely 
to come when it would h& maawiroil oa tlie regictaal scale. 

Tt«! most Important is the Say cf iOiwaifc which la the past 
«eir»®a as the Chief port of the region. Another Bay Is at Ikibal. 
la iwost of the oil portc ©f the Oilf# shipE ajicl»r at a distance 
and oil is shipped lay pipes* At tiie aortli^xn eastrsi^ilty of the 
Oilf is ttie silt plaia of Iraq aad Iran built jg % the sh©t!>*al- 
ixah# the Cmmon esbuiery of tl» is.U|!(hratfe£- mid Tigris joined by 
Kaxoitah md Kama ri'^mrs of Iran* Hils ttea beii^ caltivabl# 
£«rtil® is i»at thickly |sci^lat®4* ^st of the Fiores of the Ctlf 
arid utnclaMvahla. 


Tt» l^»rtaat of the Oilf alio lie© in Its being the shorfe- 



eat sea mute sxjtmoetliig Goxope lelth tte land® of '#«iaw flw Qiilf 
aenn»d as m nitajor root® ior siarltiiifo trade Itemigh gcm&s 


po&BmBiom in iRsSla* 


2« i»ini»liaatlng itheijr iioia over the Oilf r«^ion, Irltlsli 

entered a nami»r of treaties with the local »iirs mS. Shaikh® 

which gave tlM enorimsuB powers, Tkm naval parasoantey of tl» 

arttlsdhi Is the Oslf cane into conflict with th© Bassian deeire to 

in this direction ar^ counter tte cferroan anhition also 

towards this region when thcsy contxact firois the ottaaan itepire to 

construct the Constantii»ple -Bagdad hatlw^* line <1899) to toe 

S9 

esctended later upto Kuwait. 

Ihe liKrreailng Gerrean intaorest and inltilitiv® in the Otlf 
region Icroij^ht l^issta end Britain closer to each other uhlch 
resulted in the Miglo-Kusslan cranventton of 1907, atecordii^ to 
this convent ton# aritatn undertook to aoc»»fc»date Kuesiin interests 
in tS» Gilf region and ad|oinii^ «eas, ikltain also concluded «n 
•greei’flent with Kuwait in 1891 which debarred fciAC latter fstan enter- 
ing Into any negotiations with the ©a^ernal powers without the 
Consent of the ixltieh, % the 'snd of the 19 th century# acltain 
€»neolldatea Its position In toa c^lf t)aoagh treaties with Onafi# 
>M.!sCat# -jatae# ialuraln# Kuwait# «na the shelkhteat, 

tains oil ifitai'eets also iKed to b© mentioned* 'arltaln 
had act^Alred oil concessions In Iran as early as 1901 and estato- 
llshc^d the ^lo-lranian oil company in 1909, aritaln had to ah«’e 


theso oil towessions with the united rtatos toy i»ceptl^ It m m 




paK'fcner lo this oil sSeal, ftie oil c&ntBst le& to the g?artltloii 
of tfc© Cgif region toefeiieen lisrge cxwipanles of tei 

hftcr ist iSrltain @f»»gedl aore than ever be. 

ftsre as now it was the ©ole claSmiast of pwer In tji© Oilf reiion 
eac!f?pt Iran* Iran under i^ah Kara Khan posed probleme fcr Britain, 
imrlr^ II 14 th.® culf owing to Its geo-political and ©iatafcoglc 
laportanee and vast oil reserve© ijecwie vulnerable to Sari and 
Fascist ©apanslonlsfc designs. The mountli^ pressux'e ^ori tlie 
Arab nationalist posed serious threat to Eacitlsh p©%«r and influ- 
ence in west Asia* Iran id.oiig with Afghanistan, Iraq md 

had proclaimed tl» policy of strict nmtralitf through the Saadan 

^ . ■ So 

had fact in 19 37*' It w^eaed xim ilrlfcish Oefouc# eyatera# as 
Hritaln felt once again ttm need of isefriarading Bussian® and for- 
med an agreemmt of ^January ig42 ferced ixan to ai^ndon the policy 
of neutrality, iiiaultaneously# idrltlsh armed Interventton in Iraq 
suppressed the antl-’l'ltldt^ govmmmt of A-Cmylmi and i^italn 
ent«ed the process of windirKI up Its pc-'-.^r- In i.iost of the Arab 
territories. 


The terfliinafciof! of It© empire In India and the growth of 
aati-colonlal and antl-lmpiKrlellst i»v«nent© in the ii»ly aiergent 
countrie© r:,:.asi It difficult for Britain and franc® to told on 
their rale in the west f^aim regimes as well, ikitalh hiid to re- 


lln(^lsh its power in ^l tto At’aJb ;;.fcate«x cm;cpt dlwsfehJcBaa. 



«o. sra»n. Interest© and isstrument* of tte super itewer® Cbxfecd 
University Fr@«i aombay), F. 30. 
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In tte war psrioa# th@ U.s^s.R. re&cea to iraeat« 

Iranian proirliic® of Aa«:iwiiiaR afii supported 4» tli® secessionist 
Tisdeh Party and landed tor a Joint ©oatrol o^m tlie made sea* 

The resiilt was that all the eountrl®® stiaaatea at it® eoisthern 
perlph^y threated to their Independence* Hie creation of X;i^®el 
In the heart of the icah lands and the west’s drive brot^ht th« 
more closer through military pacts and alliances further aggrava- 
ted the d^iger to the independeawe of the west Asian states* itie 
mmhB BWinted preasmre on the west tor t,tm liberation of thoir 
tsarritories «id terainatlon of the an®«|ial treaties whidi had 
placed the natnriii r«sonr<»s of the area aiid«“ the «»ntaD 0 l of the 
colonial powers. 'Ihns the super powers conflict began to start 
in this region* jmerican invoXv«ic*it In l£Ammu and Israel and 
arms guppllQs to Iran. Jordan and Xsr«Jl grew ri^ldiy. Sue **» this 
the SJovtet Union also Increased its involvement wltii the radical 
states of this region and started giving military aid to Syria# 
sgypt and ■lra<^ In this way the soviet ift£ltt«ce posed a threat 
to traditional M'ab fwnarchles* President Ht»n offered his 
soctrlne <1969)5**^^ the ^rsb Rationalists which wa® simply an 
esitenslon of Indo-China policy to west J^ta whi«& aimed at toild- 
lug military Installations, naval bases and air fi^ds in the 
region «nd^ tto pretext of pr^aring the local states to defend 

themselves and toeir resoorces. tot in the afteimaths of th® 

Iranian revolution, to® Araeric«3 strategy was updated fchr®u#i ear tear 


fel. Ibid, F* 31. 


i^c-iriac of 1980 fche salvage the \ms)te>xn inter^iets to 

tkm Qxl£ regloo* Ihe laaian suh-oontiisent wae a very low politi- 
cal priority % wa«hifigfta». Mter fche end of vletoara war# fcli® 
Perelan ttolf sulvrogion becan® the centre ®f ^erlcan iiifc®r©fls» 
in thB Msblan «ea# outside precmr# on tim Oalf region ^rlr^ 
the 1980s will however he much laor® infc^se than was that ofi mmii 
countries and internal tension® will 'be at least m great iSue to 
energy crisis of I >73 an-sS irw-liaq im: oi 1973 «id ixjlicy 

of oil prince Increases# ^oAictlon cufco and & toy cotfc. which was 
called a oil weapon used a® the political Instiaiinanfc togetocr with 
ecsonomlc RieasJires# for the spwsific ^rposo of e30»'fcifig on fch® 
west 'preeiwire that i»ttld have a dlcisive effect on tfe® ^wrah-lsraol 

United totates aetivitiac- weie oondataned all tte coontries 
of tolt: region escept oi.iaii ai’id iyoviot union gained a to 

contimie ha: important political activities agalitejt United ^itatior^ 
wnich yaw It potential access to Oalf. Itr rap^aort for these 
/«ah alftis made it valuable as a possible ally* 'i'he Xalanic i*:iwialt 
at Tali Csardi Mabta) in January 1981 stowed clearly 'lAara the 
anphasis lay with regard to the mp& powers# for l« spite of ^ 
im toaidlc^ped toy Al^hanlstan, the toviet union caae oM hett€*r 

than the United states* 

are^inov*© proposal of i5^* 1980 to all 03acc4:i*»S 


to eafexjuax'd the Qjil£ reSion Ktet with » respsuse in the 
iaecaise o£ the ocoipatloa of Ajghafilst»i Soviet l?nlofi w6 It 
%jBs teeafceJ as a oouftteWTSoWi. to tte carter latrine of Jaimiry 
1580.^^ ^ ^coont of this tl»e Qaif region had itevelope?! toto a 

aangerous ar@a l^stwesa tl» aRtagoalstlc | 3 ower' hloc© an^ a 

crisis waaagemeat amon® the laajor f»wers. 

The csilf states are realistic to that theif i^rimarlly fear 
those threat® to their security whidh are tJie fi»®t o tv Sous » 
domestic anrest# sabotage, espionase, intra-reglooal conflicts aii4 
so on. counter act these threats they «re att«^tliii t© deve- 
lop closer' cooperation in tl»»e areas which affect ttelr seoirlty. 

To guard i^ainst tSiis contlntMiua opf«sfif*tit |»soiblc «;fclvll^ of 
aupex' poorer® in this region, they are in a way to adopt a forwala 
of .r'ccicc Done concept, nse western po^^rs were much tmm Intere- 
i.teil In the prompt mllitfSTy prott'fctten of their rupoUec ttian In 
othrjr conslteatlonn since it la their m^mmic life line too. If 
any internal or 03 £t»^rnal attache was made thf^e. 

me Gulf region is laely ta r«ata highly aiistabie 'ixxmim 
of Internal political aaS social factors. n %0 ^jalf Is Bignlflcant 
to tlie irfistern allies fiar their atifts sale and to T.ski.^ fclicr*se|ire» . 
ccoi««icslly strong and weak to for u.e otoiera. 

It is a&tontahlng that the conservative Qilf fer their 

fifrrow totexests of walntalulno the traaitSonal i»ll.feica1 sfeructajrss 


62* Xbid, l*. 33* 
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at to«© haw opted fair masslw «aijlitart«atlon Instead of 
their fin»Gial resoorces in the Internal de^elopfient* 

The west»s Oilf policy should therefore i« px8*»rat- 

nantly W a sense of shared respoaslbilltf for a region ^IsicJi em 
IKS longer be western domain# "tet which mh&tmti'dllf mnmliamtms 
the femndattons of Its oeonoinlcs and of its isecurlfcS', Tim lii&iage 
hetwe«fi oil# mmn and Irian dewloped at tiie itetr-iment of the 
people of thin region has erpored the culf to ai&ittfct:a*atirsg ®or» 
cos both from within and owtslde# 





oaf ©« Aden Im tb® iswitbwi mm$t 

til... ymm^) of i^'jiblarii Mrlca* t% im 900 l«s, lone 

330 fMB ^ tb» strait ©f aia».8i*Maaa^» liilcb .l« ,«t it® 
mBtmn ©isa# ©©meet® it with tto® B®i I® twl« a© *» 

th© Oili Of Ctean, Bah«ai-M«^asl9 whidi ift M9Me laaaiis *i«fca o£ 
tears mH »«»ws% in 31? I»# Its aaw© io «» 3 f srh. ; 

jno pr iat# in wlsw of its csafl^Xiit© hoi^ ©i?iBE' ship# fSoM or araiit® : 

to Sass c«re^ it# C0ii®i€|iaot ©^ brliiQlfiSi tli^ sSsip 

puptalp# an^ ct&m to tsar# sorrow®, 5tos xodsf of ^ 

.perlm is sitaatad in this strait. ! 

Adte© is a jiielling istatlos fhr both th© nairal mi^ ®«pehaiit ; 
ship® a©d ie thecefore# of vita, strategic tefsorfeancs* »ithsr the 
cnif of fttert Is in the north of th« ^lialan «®a* In the north-west# 
the efts Jats into tte BbtsIsh oilf* ^h® entry of this ®iXf 

mm ©wt 8l«s I® cont*»ll<^ by mm i^an^ of coaotm. mx ^ 
ages It ha4 been the tone waters of the wah cor® airs# haS : 

«»ir base in a mvmm& ana almoot mmrn post on the coast ; 

of the tip ©f #«Wla» i 

«* last tjiartcr at the 19th century «as » pork»a of Inereifc. 
*1B3 anxiety In Britain about problfflU! of iii®«:lel aefence. It wu 

M. B* simth ifliSlaii ocean Regional sscttrifey CBiC, 

$c Mit Magar Fstiyals# tv 30. 

37* Ihia# p» »♦ ^ : 

m* ¥#K, Bhasis# mpm Wmm: Riirslry in mm mm,m mmrn* t. i®. 


71 


a pwiod of r«iKi|.«iti£iii «{|3 matiom ariM.ii 

liad to la** t,s a^feiscsi wiii to hm: ©lensg th® him tmimm 

of ttie flolse. tbs eoioniol. wm laogmo ttmm malA ise 

m ^iibt of ilsSofi* s Is^iortoiieo iit Wm tmw state of MfaUro* ^Iter 
tlio opteing of tea Siios eaoal in a tigM cXustcir of m» tmteo 
tent tlwoogb neai Ma and iaonod mit mmU ioutlwoast 

and aootlwnKist Hpqib tea bj Bcitiab p&mmmtom 

in Zndia mnA Mrica* Mm mam raiScai Mong tte gioat in^rtaint 
jj^asaasitona of tim tXQwom 

Mm is about haif ws^ teteaan and It ia a 

atratesgle station on on® ©f te® cblaf Mgb road® of Vtm norld and 
l»s a good b^gbour #5i«ti wm ateongls' fotttfiei Qcaat aritalti# 
*!uten oocupiw a oomwtedlttg poaltlon on fct» soutlasttat point of 
l^abla at thft bMd of te« INsraian oilf ^ loolcs at tea tom of 
Africa* arlfcaiii paid «ticb attautton te tea darelopfiant of tea 
Man Iwloiir elnc® It llniead tea mmAltmKmmm and tb® Mtelte mm 
and guariteii tkm antrteca to tte i^ad aaa fEwa tee eaat ®» Glinraita®’ 
did from ‘kAm w®A« &ii« oonaiter it easentiail to maintain a lajpg# 
naval forte in Atei to aaHagmard ter internets in tea rag ion* 

atratogi© lii^rtante wm certalniy rante grsafewr tten 
iticia it had bean a telf forgotten ^pendage ©f tee taitof pr®<iid«i» 
©y dirir« tte da^s teior® te® aio» canal project w«s ©otMselveal 
M®a as teo ®uardl« of tea »aSn life! in® ©f tee 0®«i®d vary 


»* P*j» ©win# A^n undw arltlte fttla 18»-ias? Cc, Ksir*^t ani 

Ccs^amf# loniciii# P« 174* 
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laiA lees ol3wtoiis, sc»€ ae^ce ©smarts were s^i« tbat tb® »«* 
ciiiai raate cxwld i»t toe «3c»inted on Is warfciin# becms© ifc eouia * 0 © 
aiwily to« blocSced sttifleec etoliis*^ Mcti ® irtaw vm Bx&im 
fcroaa to^r ragsia Qsewtai of uroacto iiw«ai ottrenpiSi io I'teiJ#* 
fcorranoeii in feh® late i»3« ana a itewiegweiii ©f toasian mm 

mml pow«r. ^ the it wa® generally as«ira®a Wmfc vm ttoio 
OGiiwanleation wltii laa^la wowli toe waliitaiiiea tl» ©ap®. 

Indlaii Gto^ oofittiniea to elte the teisnao® of Britlrf^ merctjant 
etoipping aatng Mm i»r parpeaw of jBind^raiaing in toiid»n for Mm 
mmmrnB* tout at last it mm toad that ww l#»® ci|s»Me tor 
l^toction of ocwrauMTC® tiian of «Ni^i0@[ off mm atoild ©»• 

« 5 «al fall Into anow hitfide. in tl»i8 in 19o3 it w»* a»®«ss®i 

<y. 

mst toeing of very dautotfiJil iiropoctonea* 

Between lB«Ja and If 04 ijrl tain's naval position in th® «#dl- 
wa© ancertaln and Man's strategic rote toad not greatly 
ctoai^od tofi the days wten Its posseaston w>ald mAe very strong 
in ttooe parts of lnfl««aa®e# Sseretore after 1003, an imiKirted 
stearacr was ^aced there to maintain contact witli tto© adjacent 

mast©# 

wsw&xt^mm Men's eeawerd defences iwr® sutostimtieHy to* 

psovea in tt« 40 y»»r« saMar to Vi ifc i. aw invention atni bttxam- 
Mat In mUitnry tnohnoloW iBpress#^ «nsl Inaaencod feba fiji'ia#*### 


ItoU. F. 174# 
41# IMd# 1# 17 i. 
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£«;■ ts'is iasn wltti othmm »c«fi4r«d addlfcioial iraiue an^ 

42 

lt» MM rntmc^A, 

A&m Imi a^waif# b®i«i * p%&m* "Sm ssalwftt of 

haa teaoB (dbii«gei i» tonja^teif sen®®* ife tSiat mllitwry 

»ocMirlft3f M«8 abaolut® 5»rioirtt^ ©w »il otli«: ooosi^rafeioii®. 

w!iw Aim liaa first to^en occuptea it had been rtgartei mn « eemfere 
of owwnerolal InO-aaieo ao %^ell as a aiilltary base* Mea imB 
flstoiaiiy pm^emm» ftm key' to i,a€«s*o tmf wm tka 

coal toatsSteorin® baaiaass aRj3i th® opaaio® of th« sues ©awdl lo IS®®* 
lydtea*® iprimna® ware alas boua® to thews of t3ie 
it 8@r¥«ai ana *eaTi was still not in a posit toi to ai^plac® «ai» 
in mm, mm^lng ships still pro¥ia©a che^er carriage for 
In hulk* %' 1S95 ttm coal harljaring toslnaas at saeiw^ poiaa® 
for an e'fan greater baow to ths coi^atltlofi iTo® tl»® of 

Perim. After l89o the cuittharoat oe^patitlan mmm^ ana iwien r®®- 
csptroa its earlier Ij^i^taist s»sitiofi. Men h«S the ^ppmxmm 
of one of the ftnost natural harfcours In the »rli^ *»«« thii 
Qteppy water was aipplisSI fsxm tl» sha^h Ullmte walls# bA&a was 
mt nracts deep hartour^ so there waa^' so many proWeis® in mm of 
lo»«ir« mS ter&isrlng of coal bags# an3 thay oaXfi not he fcteaat 
thcough tb© port with that celerity iJhilch was so 
Ato hBTfcour had in 189C', s-fter an act oattlns ap thi? Mao 

port trust wft** passe® in Bswihay* Men was still uridtr vi asl* 

42# IM«# F* m# , . 

43* 9m iB% 
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_l„_j,J2i, ,_L... •■ ^ 


dBK^ Of asiQbasuf lut no a>ip«aEmit ©f 'i^ibas' i:tllii::^ w ;L 3 p!.i* 

fell 0 mB oa ir^feMng «K»eii>fe Bombif' garriil©© ittiy* Aitei «wri^ feh® 
parpoiws ©f »ifei®li ral^ir thus ladi.«a feri«i» poiicsy m& m *>»“ 
fel» poart# «» sabif^lng ^tdi tt©©4 It vm far B»r© arlfeiali i^Ma 
Xadiaa* 1li®r@ usm sMDoposils ^Sofliig 18S1# to 19 no© tlbat Adsri ilioalS 
ba tarmsfewni «ifelir®l 5 f to fcto Hswe Ctewruseafe. ^fe * 3 ^® 

Cb’WiOTefife Ml® not willing to sr^lnsiiiirti all mnfeTOl i4ill© bise 
irifeialt «r®«ett«y bad m Smuirm m pm ^ wipwnaos of Vtm mtnm^ 
fftenfe, tliip w®« feto ilfficailty in feto of tlwi iapso^rtoWita to 
j^an barlioar* 

m 1891 iniliaii wa® will log to land womgf to fell® 

mm fort ttiiafe ©no® Ife ®«if fehate m *>® doing it wottli not ©adsSl® 
ifesQlf witli laltoittoi nn^nailsiltfey. % M«n tog to to isrtoth® 
again m owplefelng tto todging ©ctoem®. ito dredging and 
glnyi of felse Ijarboyuc Iceg^fe J^den oowpefeifeive against riwA® tolf iii®^ 
aci»s« tlio globe tor the oasfetoi of felt© ineareaelitgly long ranged 
afeeiwi^s feltafe cwild now pidc and clioo»® tliolr ri*fftx#lling dapofeaw 

•me ia®»siir@ flow of «hli*piiiS tiaoagti toe |Jort tolped Mm 
gather up to® greater ptot of the ocawerea in its towediate vl«i- 
»!%• a»da were tiarned ow fast % ^®n werotonts tod tolagrapliie 
wwniintcatiofi ttom to toy »**« toll- profitiM.® 

price* ■ i^n w®» now a main station ©n felt® fec^egrapb roate 
mmpm and toe ®tofe fetapotgrb mmirn mm the »mm%mm te «ii«g® 
pi^enfe tod «®eiliU«s were giewi to tlioa® mmmmrn mim liifttoi 
,,^ iji} |qip wlto otoer jpcd^ts aloiig fetoi oeaofe* *®te toslMWtoWii at lalto 
efeoadily soeartoi a dewlnation onwr toe ©ciii»M»ai of tb® tool® area 
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iuclwSi^f with Mrafeian mm ar«ib w®# a Esost «trafc«@i<5^ awd 

m iMltlapaciaS. madcet plm&m Mm vtm a® ov«r<STOi^S ae 1»S3» 
mm& th® wm mlm tskim pi me thora.. star® 

»»siir©a war® t*©® almt cHitetdera SEeo© tlae to time fef <3o¥e«»«it 
to r«|ieX th«s@ imm&me of Ifea Jsurtroit® fr«a of view of 

in the late l^th ima ©ids' »th contarioe# tlw> that tlwi 
state dhoiii<3 Intffnpwse fea pwniKsfee' acKslifl. welfare yim ^galoifis ^xoniwS 
la Britain ai^ maiai# ana this had lt« mtimt at ^n. pJIJOl** 

ttoB of mm me ^Ito rnmemm to tho prwaillfig wothodai of 
aietratliwi coatrol anfi oeery *90'wt8rf3W®®t atfceroi^t to altw the pafet*» 
®rh of emmmie mS social Ilf© la the port, in mm, a new attest 
w©s if,a:le through tchof^ilf^ th© people of mm in ^gllsh Msf 
b&wcM Infstitatlona* 

mtim p«rloi th@ eoonowic mvA mniml liskm 'mtmm 
adtoo^the hinterland tecapte of l®s» iisiwctaiic© than th» paraL^f foli^ 
tical connection, ‘arade and politic® tecaw® l©«ii closely Intefra- 
tod and in mm tb® British mthorlti®® tecaBi® ©□ncemad less with 
heaping the la«A«fiCi trad® *wt©s cp«*i than with oi3talaln0' ®h 
iatamafcloftally r®«^nt«©d frontli^' i^ch would iw^xe diroctiy 
fiacor'Q the hinterland of th© fortrasa tod the ®iifcrs^»t» 

Th® ^Itliih «prl®in e®aE©t«cy «aii In March l9o3 m 


44. told# ^21. 


1mm umm to lutiriero iiitli tlio aisi 

miiuiXB of Uio trUNie io ani iiKml^l not te idltti 

% Qtii«r poMir* Xu ttiia wasf wb ceaii sa^ tlrnt aritis^ 
n»ii>-iiit«rt'@iitl 0 gt poXioi' in ivdm tot tSio^r uoro liowril^f liwX'Mi in 
tarl#!®! politic® aria vwcjr ioo** 4iiNai«»i0ii in mhmt 

»®tte4® of political control* 

Atari mM a ixiatling pott witlb atspoag dafaac©® and a potiar- 
ial ifiotani mintaa ©0«Bi«i»tiil laoBOimil^ aoJ & Si^xoirod faelliti^ 
of mmtf klma* Atan itself lei oa tise trata imd itaas of a tam- 
lopiogr wotlia Bssaivo ia'soeteoist la iiiwo® aisa ««»«• 

P»f.‘arl«i®l agrlcutltePT® iso® tfliiia® place aai piso^o®* §&mh&gm^t, 
wtm pmp 09 >^ In^iHeriel agemfc® sloe©. ¥mtcm tlw attainted to tasf 
to atferaot the amsi Africai© after If ^ Ceotwry* 

Pdv Mm hmmm mm&mMX to «s|»aria itii p«»»« 

porlts' issto th® i»ighi!Joiirli*s coiintiy m\A in this tifna a m&nhac af 
naif pjwjects war© initiated as opwiing of sSl^^wisariM# oolXsgoa# 
reoraltsiafit of tarli?eiin©n into iwcee and finijaicisX aaslsfeanc® to 
^rlsajltnral dewloiwsfit etc. a»t thas© laere l^tng pit in sa» bag 
till furthiar taelslon ©a acoonat of ttm thraat ©f 'Itokiiii'i attasic. 

In lf06# %«t»n tl^ Itheral Party oovernemtot emm to 
the new oecratwy for Xi^ia wm lord Harl^ and Viceroy wm lord 
aifite. itwy mm agatfiat the previoae liewlopjant plasa aad iitafcoS 
to liiw a direction to MMm of self-gowrnBWit grataAlf and tlii# 
|x»licy was affected te Atan also#- ite of powitr politic 

c» Ift Inaistrial terope with it® tiwfiettia and wmwim awtenante 
^aiaalXf ppmrnUM* tlia te^tencte of local «i imHipaiitant pm^ 




7 7 

tfUBttoa @f iipeirl^ poets iilt« liJim 

Sfe 4 Maar 3So§# m long iSmpeteh »emt t» oi 

%ata ior « oomplm^ «l3*a8f« ia n^Xi^m It *was ulio 

teiS ■» withjaraew i4I th® teoope *»s®i tl*® M,at®rl«*id «nJi m MilitMSJf 
W6xr® to to® <8oaj3tt<*t#S t s^adto® tewra 

wtttoout fell® pW!»Eili®ioa ®f ttoffi ®®Gir®taicy of ©titeiv iscanttw *|i.®» 
®tl0a& wmm to to® tmmxo& tlaoonBli iSiplosatte dianael® to ftii3os»« 

«ni tot tof acticm ©a tto® apot* la<ll« raiRlw^ »ii«fpl3r to lii® attaelE 
ea iio mans' oi their pot, ectieme# m& ©a tt» m 9 §tmt$on oi Mm i»ar 
jiwallng iXlxmtXY with the Maor toaj^h® ia ttm Mm tiintorleaS anfl 
r»Je«5t©6 it* laiSiaa gonerisgwtnt ©a to toat it to# l»iw: g©¥«f»«ifc 
wi« 3 tea to tm Mon in their own way toey £t»aia talc® ovm ftili 
flnanctel ana oolltical rem»oa»lM!l &r the »8ttl«wnt« ’ltil®i 
affeefe«a the aeoretary of state itJo Selayea th® witodr^wei of tlie 
txo^B te«w JMSen tor tl» daratlon of a i«rions diplomat ic criniji 
on th© Egyptian &on%lm at A«S» tot the home gowwieiit me emmoA 
nacssiniarewiisi*^ in ton© on this*, ^e oocsipatiofi of Mm ^riv^to Its 
moiii iiaportanc® frosk it® relation to to« 9 €ffleral «or«to*a policy «f 
til® aipira and it Mm tot- regarded as atoUm* proFinc® oi British 

aritleli activity In the hinterland altered and b««ie r»r« 
sjtWnei iMt It oottld not retnrn «»i|iXetely to too etato® mtm 
d«j«cattofi. i'^kitaov^v tha Mm gaveriwient had © elumm idea o« 


4S. IMd# F* 231* 
44* Ihid* y* 23ib 
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Imm miScmSit it cmli mm pmi:m& a wre a:^«toiA aaii 

pii 3 epoe@fisJL 09tir«e of mU&n liltliiii th« Halts laid dmm W lotiioti* 
mm national, mmmiemmma hm atmrtaS talcing piacto in mp^ 
md Hrltial) goimrniBaiit wm amdimm to tliia raiicai ^ 

mdaptM a policy of tioiaii tK^mopmatiom nitii popilair pifX’iidfialltlMi 
&i tliwtt ami them tiie iaeilities w® «tairt»S saiM3tioiri##i§ 

thos® wliD had ifegwioorahie attttaiea to ci>i!»wci»iaBt* m^ita of til 
thl® tho political onreat had haan atartad ttioas iwd tha molM 
raisia ti«».h®a to b& cradcod ard poMir flghfcii^ h&tmm awoiag 
the gtoiipa of trlhas had to he sam alto tl^a* 


s®ap»ai.l?way 


This region Is a cross mad l>©tws» -Asia, /iftlca and 'mmpm 
i*mugli it passes the dbortest mute befewen laimpe a«d ttie Sast, 
EronoialcaXlsr the Red sea itself has been feiind on esploration to 
ha^e Considerable mineral walth. It is located in clo«s pxosdL** 
mlty to the i®ria*s richest oil socrce# tlie i^ersiao Qil£ i&'id It© 
value a® a me^s of tran^aortatlon of Mliiaie East oil to auiope 
l» CDfssiderahle. folitlcidly It im s^ilt into tm inifpendent 
states* H«te# there has been a civil war betmm the tm ¥€im«is<- 
Oierilla war in Ethiopia and the great wars between tmml and 
#rab®* Religion® varlatiofs®# differentials of sis^ and economic 
resources# dissimilar politick norms# and clashtfi® ideologies are 
emerglf^* Here mutual mnjBcontation# bidk rings# ^^icteus and 
backdoor polities ©cc ur on a scale unparalleled In the world. 

India and the fiea «one have had connected with cash 
other fer over 3005 year®. Curiosity# desire for trade and pursuit 
of marltliie power were th® chief Incentive©. More xacently# thm 
tm outstanding dewlopment® ha^ been the opening of the »e» 
canal and the tore^ap of the aib-region into aeveral i^olttical 

ttllltC. 

Influ^ftCe of the ISl km long waterwi^^ upon 
India dates from the day® of ttm British tor who® it cut the di»* 
tance fee® Ixfei© bare to India wsven thousand mil®®, ftm iMCa 
fo®c«® and ina^arstole llitc that bound India to J^ltitn# ^fter 
the arltiah e» main vad-u® of the ciwal tmm been a# «« oceain high-- 


way that provides IniSia fcfee shottmmt routs to aarope* aammwp* 
thm &»rt«ifies of t4i© rogion have rondorea It aweliablo. 

Xt was little ttsea iarlng wa® eloiea in X9SG with tl» oat 

Ibreslc of liosttlitl®© betiieaa soglo-Kronch r®» 

«^eR©a# then closoi again In liSf till 19? S, ^mn ovw lO#O0O 
bwa'bs anS mine® w«ra ©patted ©»id cleared and It cars* Into ub© 
again. India like the rest of tl» world, has sow learnt to liw 
witli a eituafelon In wtnich tte cusal is as good ac 
nem route via ©outh /dErtc® is long tout not prohilst* 

tive. 3e»idefi if indl«i goods can not go to S'urope via Canal# 
nelthar cm the goods frasri airop® arrive the same route. IOm®# 
India’s trssde with tiie middle East and a^er #ifrlcan eiWMatsrs 
loss empetltion. 

othex forces are at work, barring Israel and Ethiopia th© 
rftsgten la Muslifn. ‘rh© mvmmt of XcIot west of the Middle last 
Into /■'frlca has been an old phe*io«ien©n« ?h© inowswent Is faster 
8f2d goes deeper. t<featever the outoaiae ©£ the extern)^ thrust® 
against Israel and IntarnA struggle in sthiopia* mese tw state® 
have no place In the Islamic or at least «raMan scheme of things* 
A rellgicmsly motlvatod struggle must be reckoned as a lowi-t«ra 
affair. 

ilut tlie Fed se® 1® more than a coi^l^®ratton of subwiigl"' 
onel states. '2he t^ suppr powers haw Interesfcr^ me MO and 


63, M.K, Cho^a, India & nm z^im ocean# F* 116 


wm&m pmt powrs haw This wuia becoae an mmu® of 

woria power csonfrontafelon In tnsvltitole. St is lUc^ly to two 
fcms# on© !n«!kea Igf astoid. prosenc® of the pow«rs and feh« ©tl»y 
^ pm^rn Bastern Medltscransisi to the north 7Xablaa mmm to 
the eoatlTi witness csonfeliwm# Jostling for pornAm^km i»»lfcloii« on 
the part of sup®: powars# In the cchjxs® ©f allgnitjc-ints fce&e 

place between th®n and &m local powers# mAing wnadon worse 

&4 

a>n£oonded. 

TheS'o is no single power in the sulMregion that ©wn tower 
over the rest* isgypts attesqg>t® In this field is now an old tale* 
The iii^er stives of power balafice operate both in the tohere of 
local powara and that of the mpm powers* in neither cate the 
e<|iilibK'inin has been eatahlishedi Th® ^ah-lsraeli conflict is 
far fttw! settled# toot even if it were the iot«r-./«ab feuds oouli 
cofitinue bo stoke fires in this part of the wrld, as for the 

super poi^s# their fixture in the «-ea flufctuatee under the atre- 
ar.es of global strategy# the ebb and flow of Influence In the 
region# and aomestic policies* 

One envisages the Red sea as an mazimlj ocwplex »ne# to 
reaiaiii a witches# cauldron in the fbreseeaJ:^® fotore. India can 
do little about It# tot that really toes not matter, ^«rt ftm 
providing a good ojwnunication line# %filcls again can be dispensed 


i4. Ibid# F, 117, 
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with, idi® mm is of no iJULxsct tiitsar®®*; to IisiSia# ais^iougli ttis 
wmms of ewints tiappeRlng hfC® <So roach tte lodiaa shores* 
Qmm&& of the aistanc® aisa tt»$ intsaqplaS' @3ctraM>rSiii4Brilf 
vax'tea i»oiMrfi3i forces* Xndiia is mot Cipahls of assarclsing 
iiaritime intlumm in th« jmhrafioia* so far as the rsgiooai. 
states are CDiic«rs©d« aona of them is poi«r&iX amo§h to he eff- 
ective In mmhlm sea and is m threat to India located m far 
away. 

Hie dwelcpaient of a orisis area at the entrawc® to the 
_ _ a did not own© as a surprise. In past fears# tl«re haws not 
onlf hes«i occasional open conflicts and incidents of ilghtiitg# 
nhich «so toe mr@ mxe Sox tj^ most part restricted to regional 
importayrice. This region has provided a iwltad^ly classlcid atage 
for the development of r^lonal conflict® in genaral In terms of 
the mwl tipi lei t 2 f of potent!^ factors which Ooald lead to conflict 
since these colonial regions became lii3epend«it. 

As long ae this area was only considered to to® an appaidisc 
to other# i»r# important# stages of international political and 
economic lifSNsrtance# it was possible to ignore tte storm warnii^s 
ovea: ©id^TMC® to the Red sea and asame that tdiey did last 

oanctitote any threat* li»%mver# this sitwatifejn has chaagei sin«» 
1-^73 by vartotts f^stors i#iich are eaetremely diff^ent in t«i!c of 
origin# political teportance and raUficattens i 

Ca> the reopening of the siie® Canal in Jon© of 1975 trana- 
*»m®a the Red sea frog an i^pandiai to the Jaratoian sea 


'Mm 
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ir.tjo a aaj®ir arfe^-y in toamB of ©oomstttc ao!! strategic |.s?p©rts25c® 
l»t%»en t3m ^abiaa mtt aa^ tiie He^ittarr^sow. Ite «CDfio«lc 
ii!l»rtaiic« with r©ai>«st to th® Traniljort of oil eo4 Aright# to 
partlculist sheets of ite wilitary iir^rtoi»%«iirt aliwa h® feAea 
into accoarrifc • Istly# a %if$t. h®» hmm prcwldoa tmtwmn itie «a5i*» 


t«cr®fseiw the jcabliai mm which pmmit tte iwwroaat of nairal 


vmBmlm toeto««fi both holies of %rst©r aai mxxindlft tha ®«a 
ha® also heeoraa laore important to both patties to the .«al>.lar®^l 
conflict, a® oaval unit® «r«n tli® ^hdltotjraneafi to the Rea ame 


Ifiocew®!® the ttsreat to tl« Israall oil roote flpwn irw to Eilat* 


(m Since 1973# .‘rab pretfnstons of inAliig m /jcah »@* oat 
of the R®a iima hma l®a to an actlw sacairity i>oli«w on the part 
of the xmh coontries l2fino on the stores of Rea sea* ifil® rfioali3 
he seen against the badegrouna of tSm »ab afcta?i|>fc® to 

appear as a guarantor of political oraer In all areas of iirmeaiate 
Interest to these countries la the wdse of the increase in po^mv 
resulting tern tfm energy crisis ana toe attaupts to sscluile the 
wiparpowera. 


le) The growth anS toe political teportMica of the Rea am 
Is in the en3 a refiection of to^ hi^sof tiwc@ In terpi-S of Intiurao •• 
tlonal politics which toe irahlaai sea has attalne'S In the con toast 
of the wrlA wide balance of power between East and t«at* 
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Rann of Kttteiti 

January 1965 mwisuw#© lay iriwe iwti** 

cei in tte Si&trlet of Kulaetw Boon after# the Indian iiorelgn 
Hln inter# Mr. Swarar* Singlv inforwad th® F^liaaent tliat F«5ci»- 
tan had touilt ® new tacadte to fjiffillitafce aoiwtent of their •vehi- 

ciea »uth of Kenjarlcot fort in ttm KHteh acasrdir^ to 

1 

him *%iaR ’wall within Indian tfarritory. He also dleclosea 
that F^latars horier tore®® wer® flitting ohetniettone of India 
patrols furoeaeding litarth of this tradte* ii^letan on the otlwr 
hand stated that in f^hru«ry 1965 Indian® had started huilding 
up tore®® In this area a«d tepite of Faktstani effort® to 
dissuadte India from having reoours® to f%htii^# it appear® 
that indiim loader® were# * itching to plunge their country Into 
war# no matter ahat th® csonseciuen©®® wer®* Itowewr It appeal- 
red that both India and Faicistan war© not prepared -to eurrender 
their ©fcanite on Kuteh Bordar' dispute and would not hesitate to 
resort to fcrcc If ntoeseary* Ihe mtch affair wa® a warning . 
of fete intention® and eront® likely to follow# 

The area of Eann of Itotch I® netf-ly 330 mila© long and 
approxtoatiily m miles wide with a totrf. area of nearly SOOCSq. 
mil®®}. This i© nearly one-half of the »it*h<l?6a> 

Rann 1® ^hm@tg®d hy tte water® of to© Arabian ft’om Miy 


I# The stataaraan# llarch 4th# 1965* 

2« irlg» cuhar Miftod iJtetA. ) i F#iiotan Pteot© Indian ciwUengf® 
Rawalpiiidi# 1967# F* 63# 
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to oetotor and fair six montos it becaaeo a ©filrjf and 

81111% deoart. Tlse bad of tbe f^aius is ds^ awd hard and tlwr® 
has baen i» sign of wgatabl® Ufa. The araa Ic barren and 
anlitiabltatol® eiwn ilixtog th® ste dry month® basaasa dwii^ this 
psiod it tranaosrms into a salty and ®an% descsrt* The r«^toii is 
b©tt«: accessible frcr* Sind than Item Indian side, ^llfeically 
the Pann of Kntch is a border area of indiaan with l>,*t«tani# and 
bordNsr lands Inomrnr dlfficultites ite terrain k «% be are 
always of strategic and polltlciil slgnifio«mc®, they mark the 

term inns of territorial Jurisdiction of two or more oowrolgn 

1 

states* ’Stm% this irlow they hate international stafeis. Ihe 
strategic tepoxtance of the area ac«»rding to ta^lstanl view 
was fnat as the toirn was close to Karachi it was vital ft>r Faicl- 
stan to hold this area and any Indian caontrol la this region 
would permit an advance deepwr into Sind and eut-off l*ist P^i- 

at®o in two the only rail and roid «winunicatlon between 

4 

Lahore and Karachi were along ttm eastern baiic of India* This 
view clearly Indicated Faikistani approhenslonB and hone® it was 
logical for Pi*lstan to etrangthon l»r llao of cosnaun teat ions to 
the area and alto octeupy strategic points* it was In this bick- 
gsound that Brig* CUlear limad in hi® book **P#:l3ta« fteta Indian 
Challenge" observed that "it is regret able that PiScistai hesac so 


Q,J, Qiadso I %e of Kutch end Infcarnatteiial lew# India 
Jounoi of Inter national Law# 19^S# ’Wbl* 'V# P* 141* 

Erig. 3ul«ar Mwiad i Pakistan Iteets todian Challnfig®# P* 46* 
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far only clateied north half of the Rami. Ite further Jus- 
tified hie statement by s^ing "the reason is that P^istan has 
always contended that Rami is an inland <grea and as such should 
de decided easily betiifeen the bordering states. He wcitms 

that in actual practice the Sind Gbventnent held adninstratl'Wf 

' 5 ' 

control of the whole of Rann throughout the British period.** 

The Indian view on the othea: hand was that 'before independence# 
the Rann formed part of the territory of the princely state of 
the Kutch, CThia is substantiated by the preparation survey of 
Indian maps), following the partition and spparation of Sind 
as the part of the newly created Pakistan# the need arose Jtor 
the damarcatSon of ttie international boundary between Kutch and 
Sind, Accordingly the ruler of Kutch sought from Karachi mefi 
a dcnarcatlon on the reoogrilaed and defacto boundary between 
Sind and the Rann, Pakistan took the stand that the entire 
northern half of the Rann was a territory in dispute. Between 
1947 and 1965 tlie Gbvarnuent of India and Pakistan easchccged 
various rrites on the <|iesfcion without any r»isiilt» p^isteni 
contention was that as the border between India and P^cietan 
ran throu^ the middle of the Rann# the dispute involved some 
3X50 miles of 'the territory. The dispute tos first die- 
cused at diplomatic level in Jam ary 1960# when it was decided 
tiiat both sides world collect furtlier data and discuss the <^e®— 

tlon, Ho fiirtiter effert# howe^mr was made to solve the dispute# 

■"6 

until Jamary 1965. 

5. Ibid# P. ■■■ 

6, s.M, ftnthe# p^istanls foreign Policy# P* 324. 



ints beg«fi to tdc© plaeo wltli iueroaeiiif 
ary 19i5. On 25 Jsniiiiry, 1§6S an Indian 
id a recently laid oiat ^ mile txaCSc 
tlw Kenjaideot for according to thm 


s and wan tod tli» tm sides to negotiate 
Indian mimm Minister iJ.so faiiMred 
y^lstan that# "India would not pewit 
mtB and way hawa to adopt other aeaaas 
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Id 

to gets *tbe aggression vacated. This statwienit of Shastri 



was Interpreted by Pdslstan as a challenge. In its critorial 
dated 17th April PaSteistan# leading dally *Dawn* wrote that the 
motive behind the habltnal belligerency of India as of oooxee 


April 17th, 1965, 

17 th, 1965. 

1 (london^# May I* 1965, 


.V 


8 9 

the dlplmatlc etalanate wee cc»n^let^* stortly after# l»th 

India and FaStlstan annouun^d alert for their armed forces 

followed clashe® In' %diich ev«s tahks were need. In 

the last we^ of PjSclstan stepped up concentration of 

force® on Eajasthan border as well as on the cease-fire line 

In Jammi and Kaslmir area* this was ft>llowed by tte indim 
13 

counter action* It was during this period that Ayah chose 

to ii}«ke a statement that India is iti}n€M:e®sarily m^lng a fuse 

about the Kutch and urged negotiation® to settle the *\taele®s 
14 

<parrel* itiutto also accused India for aggravating the tro- 
uble and stated that Indian action In Eann closely iolloited a 

faiiliar pattern adopted by hor in case of %itarabad* Junagarh 

IS 

and Jarniu and Kashmir. ' On Hay Xst Freaidant J^yub also made 
a reference to Shastei's threat. *to fight Pakistan on the 
battle»>ground of India* s oi^ choice and declared that this 

16 

would result in a general and total war bet^^n two ccunixite. 
While the fighting in the R«in of Kutch area was on allegattens 
and counter allogations were being mad®, the foreign powers 
were too initiative «nd made efforts to end the tostllities* 
^th India and Pdcistan kisaw fairly well that the Raan. worth- 
less in Itself, almost uninhabited and du® for subwaergence 
soon, cannot be a battle-ground for long* This was obvious 
from the Indim attltede a® she was giving a low rallltary 

13* The Times of India, ^pril 2f7th. 1965* 

14. Ibid* 

15. 'Dmmt J^rll aPth. 196S* : 

16. Asian Recsorder. Ittiy 21-27# 1965. 





priority to t!» Katch affair inspite of P®kiet«*e refneated 
large-scale att«its and use of tarics in this t«rrate* Ihe 
British in it at iv© and efiSort© to press India and Pakistan to 

to a ceasefire in tiw P«tin of Bitch j^peared optijnlatic 

17 

as these were communicated to the t%io goirernmenfes m 4th M«af, 
The Soviet Union did not ii^preciate the British mediation and 
on 8th Maa^ appealed to India and Piktetan t© settle tl» con- 
flict in the Eann of Kutch through bilateral n<^otiatlons ■ 
without interference from any outside poiwer* The inter lean® 
en^rtted the British prepoaal but were unhappy that Pakistan 
prefernd to um kid military hardware Im Bitch 

operation®. The Chinese# however# blamid India for carrying 
out the U«s« achone of making# Asians fight kslane and dis- 
rupting Mro- Aslan solidarity* 


Although the two countries in the first weiic of i^xll 
had virtually decided iKit to indulge in furthax hostilltlea In 
the liann of Batch area but officially an agr©e$neiit for a cease- 
fire was signed on 30te to be effective from 6 a,m* on July 
1st, The prmmhlm of the agreeitent said# that wltliln a iwntti 
of th® ceiwsfire minister® of tte two gpver'twieats would meet 
to determine tte border in tee light of their respect iim claims 
and m^e arrMigment® for its demarcatiofiu If no agr^nent was 


IS, Ibid# 



x-eacted fostwean the siinlftters withiii tim moiaths of tli@ caas- 
f 3X0# the two goveriMents wouIjS proceed to sefewap a triS»iiaX 
to decide the iame* This tribunal was to have three member®# 
iKsa® of ifton would be an Indian or a Fdteisteni. M the teral- 
gn ilinisters of two oountrtes could i»t meet within two mouth® 
Ui© mattes: was left to be decidad bj' a tribunal cons let lug of 
Masrolla aita«# and Irani diplomat Ciwmliiated % Wslstan) 

L*s, a Yugoslav Judge Cncsnlnated bjr India)# Ju%e 

ounnar Lager gren of Sweden as Chairman {nomln©e of secretary 
General ),^^ This tribunal gave its wdict on 19th Behruary# 
1969 awarding about 35o mq^ mile® In the northern part of the 
disputed Umn of Kutch to Pakistan and the rest to India, The 
area which India got In award was mostly seap-marsh# oft« uh^kt 
water# while P^istan*® share iiwiluded aMne crucial elevation 
points# Though neither aid® had got all it wanted there was 
much iswre caliticiawi of &et tribunal 'e dteci slon in India than 
In Pdcistan# i«s# Gaidhi ito had succeeded late Lai Sahador 
Shastrl as felme Minister In Jmuary 19S6 rasistsd all suggest- 
Ings to nullify th© award or to delay its implementation. The 
cuxtaiin on this episode was rung down at Islamabad on July 
1969 when Indian Mid Fdkistanl plonl-potentlarles signed the 
lust &>cum8nts and maps# in token of flwally endl&j’ this dis- 
pute# 




A large sectioR of the inai«ti Intalligenti* aid not 
predate the Indian decision of referring the Kutch issue to 
M International ISrHainsd* Ttmy had earlier s»an the Pakistani 
g«@ In the In fact it was esipectad that PiSs istan will 

certainly be a grainer in the bargain havener wiall it may be. 
It was also realised that Kutch was aSsply a stepping efcone of 
what was to fellow in KjMlWilr. India in fact played In the 
hands of fe»r®4gn powers by agreeing to refer the isffu® to an 
intearnational tribunal* Pakistan# on the other hand succeeded 
In her gan© to gain elevated points in the Pann of iQutcIi thro- 
ugh the international tribunal* she was confident that if 
stailar conditfens can be created in J»»nu and Kaelmir also her 
western friends may once again succs^d in referrlrsg the Kai^Mir 
issue also on the KUtch pattern. 

Infiltration in Jibtou and Kanhro.lr.. 

Although the Kutch ceasefire agreement was nlgwed on 
30th Juno# 1965. faklstan'o troops ware concentrating In 
aggresslw posture all along the lndla«*P*istao border on the 
western &ont from April onwards. This f«t was thought to 
thm notice of il.H. Security Council on 20th May ®s it posed a 
smcioms threat.^ India by that time had Inferinafcton that 
#e3clEtaR for some tlm® have been preparing for action in Kash- 
mir. Pdcistan inf act had planned ‘operation ojjbralter* msrs>-:c 


ao. Aslan i^ecorder# ^uly 16-22# 1965* 



th& c©ac®£ir® line Iji K*slinlr In May 19 6S with a aim .to Infil- 
trate large- acale regular «cmy armed civilian M^uaSildw 
C fight va for tlto faith}* thm of this operation 

was to be Murree under the cse^iund of Major Oen* ^ht«: Iftsssain 
HallUfi# G,ac, 12 DlvlaloR* »r@old©nt Ayub iOian ide« addreeaed 
the officer® of the ‘c^eratlofi ^hralter** Ollr alter tecce was 
given Intensive training In guerrilla tactics and was Instruc- 
ted to raid ecross the border headc|iarters of Indian ani^ for- 
mations# supply and atmunltion &B«pe# destroy bridges# li^ 


poorly defended East Pakistan in a matter of but might 

meet disaster in the arid uplands of Hast Pakistan*.. It might 
well move with caution# since India*® armoured ©<|ilpR!ent con- 
sists nwetly of aged British centyrlons and w. s. ^rld wax il 
Shwmans to much for WAistm*B Patron taidcsN 


21* Jteeelng# Contewporary Arch lees Clondon)# Dsc. 4—11# 19 6S, 
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Ruin has got rich reserwus of potroleyro «ii! crude oilot 
It Is this -ft^inth ^Ich attracts Raiklstais to elato the Rano# 

In the beginning of 1956 FiStlstaJil troops penelxated into tlM 
northern part of R«nn called Chhaill»t. Pakistanis might have 
been roaming about into the Renn of Kutch since then* On 
January 25* 1965 maian border police found Pakistani troops 
in ococipatton of the Rann territory aloi^ the international 
borders for about 18 miles to a depth of nearly 1* 5 ntlles* 
Pakistan drew up the plan of attack on the Runn in the second 
we<^ of March and the assault was laMnched in the early hours 
of ipril S* 1965* 

PaklstMi 43Dncentrated its. ixxm on the Kutch border* On 
l^ril IS* 1965* Pakistan Rorelgn Minister* Bhutto* stated 

Ihis was 24th parall^ was but he claimed about 5cx) 8<|iare miles 
of it for Pakistan* Ihe Intensive fighting was going on in the 
Rann of Kutch* the Conmunist China separated on the scene as 
Piklstan'e champion* and supported Pakistan’s aggression agalst 
India, Pakistan police should be allowed to patrol the entire 
territory of the Rann of Kutch of tim norm of 24th 
The agreewient was signed on June 30* and ceasefire became 
effective fircil the iSK>rning of July 1* 1965, 

The Agreement was criticised by the public on several 
gnounds* This arrangwient will last only till the boundary has 
bean demarcated** he said, Muj^iids and Ras^kars* trained ar- 
med civilian fanatics* as well as regular soldiers in civil an , 
clothes to continue the^ir raids across the ceasefire line into 


Knfccls, elaJmd in feh® Rann of Kate!*# mt only terri- 

tory In the north Iwt &lm &am areas south of ti» 24th paraHel. 
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CHAPTER H 


Arabian sea tliroucrh the iteres 
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sea mriai iwa» & toth ctimtr 

Mtwislm Sea ba® been plagfei a vmf inpoxtmt mlm rnlmm 

Ifetb Centaixy, tPboitgh tt had tte beairiealt traffic 

Ifea ymtets atiwe anti<ptty# It i® laoriiWliig ofil2r Baefe Africa# 

Seiitb Aala (easalUBivm of s*l Laitite®) ana l#Mefeb-i»sfe fmta and eer^w 

lag finrope as %iell for coiaifitrclal pirposee* Europe slOiated too 

far up the Mehlmn Sea# trader® ooald xmmsh it oblf Sy c»v«ariii® 

p«t of diBtmme overland# wblcb ©oiisiaeriialy added to tte cost 

of cfrria^* Aelan and iiioat African coututrles used It aw oon* 

wnlent baiting stations for tb® vessels inovingi to and ISto on tl»' 

iwr#»iaii Se® and beyond it# some of tbee® baiting stations bad over 

tbe CenturiTO dei»ioped m entrepot® for loading and onloadin® of 

1 

Cargoes in trtfislt. 

Till recentlf Arabian sea is wicb more ricdi in producing 
oil and 0 tb«- esBentlal ores & cmedee# Qsognpbical attrilswte® 
and advantaiges apart# tbe paradoj^oal xol® placed fcgf AnMao 
sea in the bisfcorieal evolution of the wb-oontinent is a fact e^ 
of life# Oawierclal interoours® and political raanoeur^alAlltjr 
has ^viy® affected Its insular cdiaaract®'* 

Ttm ifWMTCbafits of un^ endowed Europeans attractod India*# 
l©geiid®ry richness hastened eastwards to share in it® highly luoca* 
tim trades# ^ Portuguese adopted tscoeess was oontlmod amofsg 
others with English# the most advi#KMid nawil power of t3m dasr and 

:l, 1*C# sham® # The ©cewis realities prospects (Ralesli fuMi- 

cations# Hw I^lbl# IITOIAI Fag® I# 



wlio ©nwritaiaily ©tt3®a m tim csoloiilal inilMrs of ti» onsaapectlngi 

mala. ^ 


sfeloiii# 3ntltli3.ii8® 


$• iMa« p« 2 
3» XMa# p* 2 


* I 
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of tt»ur wipsriox’s ^mlm *00 -jll 

rnmfim of m rootrafiifc. Ccmi^^piwtiy i5i»r failoi to fi«^ «Ma@r i»i|3p©rt 

ill «»4r i^« inifrngot iHo l«««a HfluMfesiife® of «i» «c®ae wlwr# 

uettlef* Most twf»oirt»i^y# 8« tfeol*' ishnAloisf® 

leai«r®# Wtm PortMipiwo cmi a@eli.iiet pm^aei m% 

for other ftiise^eee oatioiiet too enter the fieia in m M.gmm ^3^ 

the tteet ewlitrag the |sltfil.le of the »i^i»et oiisihlf 

i 

tea# Ifi the proeeoi of occiilirliig atawlewwe owt the «rahl« soa* 
jyileno h«a one* again helng Uwgkt out of th®.lr oia in*n»frte«t 
ooe^Maie traaifsg octiviti'€aa» .miif hy th® isatsoh anf BhgiiiSii ^looo^wr’# 
of the 

m 1622# the £a®t infta Oaeipoiir the King of Pwrolo «# 
eily# todte tee ©ffenelw aof teo'fo the Portogmee® mt of iiori»mm» 
tiMs taroiitiiig thalx holi mm the eltal noarth^weetern gatsii^ir# *h» 
oiM»# the tantatle® eo aaroitty iproifi oe«r the jratel^ ®®a hy 
Mi»ip«f<|ae ^r« oat anf itwriaipieee mm pmmBt in tho aw® waw4. 

% 1661^ Portsigal emS&a mrnlm to tlie ‘ae-lti^ &wm m ^srt 
of tlie ±xm^ of theii infanta eattorm® when @t*e waixloS King 
aiM'lOB XI of liiiglaal. In 1«# the Crown leased Blwfeigr to the 
' Smnt inita Oanpany at a rant of 4 i© a yoar*^ JIamhay# iJsliA aapar— 


S* p# 3 

ti» s*M* iWili t ®«a soww aniS the inilan owaii CrEll BaMiAtn® 

Osepia^f Mmitseji Htw aelhil# Page % 
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sarafc as tehe malm ©f fcti® Bast laiia Cofi^^wy in l.®6# 
%ias srecfiei^ly toeateaaS, In fnit# apto ths ©nd pf the Centasiy# 
fete posit ten of felie Compmi^ vm often vmf «i^fc:l®l.2.y Air*- 

in® tlte Conflict fentween Sagfl«nj3 anS It'ano® Eoglani 

w»B iBtilly oe«iplei in Siaapop®, Tl» iteiadh sent a anall fleet te 
mala i^lcan Oiistnma mmy Britlslwtilps* fibrnwr# t3i® Bast mai» 
Con^aii^ snanagea to k®(^ ^In®# ptotoctna % its ohh tifee bmi- 

fCM^ WMClfl®* 

mrln® th© later ^ftlghal« Its nairal pcwsr a«sre®®0a f«» 

3000 msseHs to 768 ana It cmxa not sucjceea in ©tanaingr up to tte 
Baropean Powers nsw in tlie M'aMaai sea.^ The Maratli®® txxM Umn 
interest la aevelopin® a nsssy ana tronblea tooth the Mighia® and 
the 'Portages on the- AcaMen ®ea* maeea Ka»Jt Ms®re wm th« 

«ci©t aaring eea oa^taln of his ttee* icaooraing„J^.JCaLM > Patin||g|aci 
"A control of the jaraMan i^a water® resnalnea In inaian hana® even 
after tl» l*'#ikaown of th® Choi a nanriti power# till tt» arrival of 
the Portnunese. The »ai^# who i^oceeaea after the dtecllne of tlw 
Choi a naval power, were only oowwercial navigator®*,' 

The sorttignese appeareiS more ®troo§ in the M‘«hlan sea than 
M«bc and Indians Joint resistance, vasco-da-Cana set on i&»t 


IndlM soil at Calioit in May 1 ^ 8 , in their first ewoant^r# tl» 
naval terces of igyptlans and the zsmorln of CsAioit test tlao 

fortagaese in 1507# lait th^ ««r@ later defeated at %a f h 
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A^mm .aiwqper^e cciiic|»«r«t ^wie in i5c» Md Qqb in ISiO. 

• ■ ' 

Tto S^acJ-mgiiese tAm Gyi|>laar®a the iBiana of icwotra. In IS3S ll» 
tliitics capl3ir@?2 Asfeii aft#*: « c^ash the st*rtiiflw®»s# l»t 
®l tiers on ttse iMftir#®* of E^si iar idte fortupwa© mx& in a ^si*- 
tion t© aemlrat® all the |Jort® irtence ehlp® ootili stmt mt ti» 

Rea see are5 in s»tfst of fact meat ©f the ehipplncj scents »oofi 

left Xnaia, Tlm»» ttse PcctisgiiewB »is©poli«^ ©one mm lOTJtss iwai 
®cra® ocMfwoaitles? Ifsil’iMES ana ©thw rfslpplng owiia ply toetw««!i 
i^eelfiea ports hy obfeaifstiic i^eeial licessces ©is p«Q«ent of 
staisfeial fees. »as, fontucnes© aomlnated the mails tri^o-sPMit®® 
fclacot* 9 'hao,t the I6'tti Ceisl^iry* 

Ttos# tl« 'fortugoes Infliotea a teaw Wow to the M*«W 
Egyptian, ana '^er slats traa# relations i-yith mala, tom iffeieh tiie 
latter coni a m-wx reco^«r. in the sncoseaing eentorie® (After 
l&tb century)# the Dntth# the Oanee# the Frassdi and lastly the 
arltlsh manocsiwrca against of» Brother lis an effort to csontrol 
maia's traa« with Europe. Ihe Mughal llisp©s»rs w«r® o©n«io»6 of 
the growing power of the Pc^tuguese in tte Arabian soa* After 
,Porfcugtte»e failure# the snglii^ toisds and the mt«h cane aa triir* 
ders in th® »ahlan sea In the i^enlisg years of the I1?tli century 
obtalnad tracing charter© from theix home g©-¥eri*is.!nts m wall 
as dstom© concessioise. aisS ^the p^raitlois to bull 3 ficl^flac anfi 
lastly the purcha^ of landls an^ tdllagos. 


I© 


9. IbiiS# p* 9. 
•iO. Ibid# p. lO. 







llie ^irlfeieli A-mm fcti© »ir%tiiii«ii« teisa t-mrmt 1« 3322 l« 4lli* 
mnm %mh tl» Mim «»« inertia* th® arltleti m.m tte I*«iib9i 

f»’?5 I ft i.0io« <iJriiB®atallf' "with aeiiiirs ©f Maa-aiws astf 

111 IS», ttwiy lia^ 0 te@«r®fta felistr ainStspftfeea ow tete 


‘fti® lafctftir hali of feh® i?l»i oottteri# «» m 1 m:imi 

r®¥iir®2. of feti® cea po%wr of <«:'ionti^ peofsloo. Ifi l&« tt» 

Arab® of OBiaii dcow Paj:t»pi#g« c8it ©f Moncafc an^ iiwiidcsa 
mS tm eHom of «» eel»d 

mmA»m®0 »irirf.b» ansi F«to®* tMtm fii«3f claii»3 ^ifch isha 
mm ©oeapl®a mtA of tJso Pm-6lm Oilf l^aiwle* Tte mmm porioa 
OI.I9D wltmm&tB ttm xie-m of W.m ficratha ii&vsr# mt fcl» iwsliiw of 
th* gmmt inim states airioti tte mniam tMU 

jrlcii a& wiiarltlwfe wltl* t&mX^ tlwsfc tin® M^attio oni 

.»«b toA t» pixm^* 


th 0 of at Ca^ba^ anil Jwijlra I 

m aairal QtXQtm to pJ:otoet tiie cawireial intwr^ : | 

fiefes of nm Sli3ia ©f Jarijira OifcA'oa tk^ix ailogioftco to j 

'tile, l-jogh&ls USTO)^^ to «itostaBMl the etoas&B of awl M 

QlasSly It* iia^ tii soraA , . 

tii3 te a»ch Joiiioi «» feiM® of Jaajira iwto ftora tl»t tta©*fcil* 
tlie fis® of SclttA iia(VsA ptofic lo %®3p® 8 po>i#M ©ti 

tte hm^t Q&mt todi pl«0f«^ a uotiM® part in ism^ Ms^ecy* 

II. IMS. p* 10 

■1 pm lo 

I3» 11^4* 1^ 1® • '1 

%@it* pmM : v:"' 


Thm strei^tli of tt«@ mighal naval pmm: mmS Aiva|i*a mm. 
feiluro to m&acm JancJira# litd tim Maratha icing to ooositar 
s^iaation of. estimating a fl««t tor liiJiigttlf* Wmgli IstMwae ^»r® coik 
© txuctoa anil flaets 1 m 113 irtbAiraJl's afisNtt® to owaaiid too 
see Ei©t wlto only a woiertoe meaaato of asiceews* %e pmmx of 
siMs aft«r rowurrtng too suppiMft of Mucaegajato tiad gro%f*» greetlf 
»nd tliey able to C3oi»ii«f to® s®a emm ft>a to ciij«at* it 
tlii© !sa®lecy of tfm Wofk.m coato that savwS fcb® {wwea: in 

to® sow to airing to« Ifelto of SMvaJl. 

Hi® power of tbe 0lfl« o» tl» icenican coast was practically 
anchall«ng®a till imx^^ tn that year sitooji Oijar ttse Marato® 
aAniral tooSs Sawarn&iorg anf Vljayarlfeorg toportant b®is®» 

on the coitot. After th® jSteath of Si#»Jl# Kenhojl (togr® beeaii® 

nawtr sl* ife haa e»ptur®5 Colaba txm tfm sidls anf QraAiallf 

iLfi 

recowrea wjch of the m& to«a. His pawer grew without imito 
i^pport tmtn to® centaral gfikVttrnnaiit at ftatara which wa® torn ly 
aicsensiofis# tot to® Marath® finiplx® was wosganlaea miawr 
®alajl I* Migm started his ciareer siastsrly on toe »oiicto e«®# 

His first act was to farti^ Oieria# ismmm Itm rifles ofi^«S 
hijfi a dfelfenelve starengto to to® Martha fleet tli®is th^ ware 
ehaeed ly the Baropeto nation® in the river* h sp^lally ^tlectod 
gajxislofi was stattonea thMt® luria to® fortress wa® eraef ana prow* 
wisionea to withetand both attato ana Modca^ Sehind the «ait*- 
Atl on to® xlmx front wear® sitnatad Kanhoji*® AKicyisrfti* 



tariei to meam ftjrwsrsa mB oSsBs^rvmticus 


Wmn Wm 


nmiml po'P@r on tho !C«iicaai. csoast* Bupport o£ tlun sorti^isoin 
ms 9^m imltma ana vlemtif o£ a»m ooop®rat^oi3 tte Brltioli 


li* ^ani3i^ar# %<s££# pm io 

Claiming# MiatoK^ of iniian wm»} 

ig« pull aJti 
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Itorcas. Tb^ w>tt mSkBS om iOolals# tout; again ramatneiS ^inai«»@»siii3. 
in ttmix attanpt laaa aacm audi Mathew® ratraated to tl»@ of 

Bteb^ Msa i>ortag«@®e a«3 on attack. 

Aftar tliia irtcttpry against oonMnaci forca® of tte &!&* 
and tbo PortaguaM# Kafiho5i*s poMC on tli® Koiiceii ooast wm 
iiiMSliaiiiafiged. But tim ssiitidli i^iio hmS not yet into con fl lot 
with tlm iterathas £mt that tbair dignity h«u3 been injorad 
Kantoji Ciptnirad two of tdiair ahipa. Timy sent a 0,mt to ottide 
dieiira (1724}^ also failed to gat vicfawir oomWlii^ with 

& Ei^liali io^roo® and th© Marafeba adairal as an Mutglimh 

2l 

ifti^riafi deolacae "aailaS tim MtHim mm in tri^ipgli. * icanlxijl 
taotios were tte sane as ttosa of mnlaii ISO yerntm ©arliar*. Kan-, 
boji# the greatest naval beao of India paos’ad awaQf in I7ai* Bit 
meaemtxrm were ei wM3e that thef w^e unable bsi maintain idiat 
greatneafi of Kanhoji and in 1730 the 9 ov«rwnent iteidM to 

blodcade dwrla. Cmmodore togw^l jmt mt with a stmng foroe 
and anchorea before mgr&*m oapitid. iTie Maratha Gallivata attac- 
ked and mt fire to the aliipa» Bagwell retreating haetUf with 
whatever vessel® he cseasld saw® and reported glocmilf to th® Scaaba^ 
tovt. that oor strength is not sufficient to withstanding him. 
ia» Catch also had the sm® fate and as for the 


ao* Cpelt# p.63 

0 ,* K.«« Ptohiker# ispctt# p. 42 

(li-immMi' mrntoay of toe fiarafehe People* p. 240} 


©owite'ed tJnem «® pemat* li* %nal«^i Jcmglit «sff tilw 
aeritiA ma»->oj|»w«if f^MStsc^afeioiiu M; tSfiat %to# tl» MarnS^a ll»®|f 
ytm §xxm Ciiis«Ss t» CocJtla tw lan^laa &®«i* 

*rhe acifci^ tiaiS tmmm mcim^ mw atia m po-^rfel 

®»p®^lttoa i»® ii®iit mt ^iral wat»B. A »m»m 

military ieffc® waa®rferc« of 1400 mm mmc Cfel.Cll^ arrtwa 
toaJtoifa fMa terai la® ala^ai tii© itortrea® aftar two ia^« 

battle ibol 4 ||i mrmn^rnSm Ttm Barltlah ^Ipa baa *lr@^ fbrcsei 
tba «iferi«wa» iato tbe rlwr* Umi poiawr of the lyagiriaa os ttie ®<» 
was tM® d®*txoyea for emr*. 

Kaitioji asa ble gaceeiiaors iiere tb* mala aitlaorligr of ««»- 
tbaa swail pcnier# as Isfeofi of ®mciirtlS: at m ^iisrliar fata 
•abwiia be ctloiirly r«3ooif.o^ bat tbay baf no oocaislc policy, tumm 

of c^israfeloiiB roitrtctaf feat rtmalioaf auccaaeisi agaiisst 
tS»ir c^ponaisto* h new po®®t enpiiM® of sf^^langls® this ssfaro- 
macjy haf entaraf fcbars ixam tb® Eautars w«!t«:®* 

ttm sranch baf on the Malabar coast as e«rlf ta 

IS 27 # but regul^ tra^ with Infia started only on l®Ql . it la 
si^nlflosjit in ^l®w fehi^ tl» first rogalar wtt'writy isetM tte 
^*®neh itonsrcl^ as french i*ast inf i® by Hanry %'w fsw tmdf* 

ii^ in th® Ocean tmus in m^^ect of Maf^ii^awtar ai^ fclfMi itei^binsrlisji 

islands. 


as. Opett* p .63 
24. ^It# p. ^ 
iil^^ Opdt. p* 44 


aiffren cai>i»r«a in Mgu@t 1782# Mm 

yhich th 0 oraronuftlcaifeijcjii® wttli fets® i«®st e£fectli»®l3r Mtar 

this shwrfe iistarludeB (17aa.84># only Bmm& to m^hmlm 

thm lmporti«ee of a conttiaKm® mainfeonaico of tl» «ipr®Bi»:y of tho 
«®a for fel» csontacol of ewnfc* In mala# ana a wamlng for tl» 
iataro# larltlsls wtliorlty In tls® maian »ea« wae agraln (tiie®- 

tlonoa till 1941.^® 

first mmiemm aapoaitlon to the Arifclait s®a aatao lMi«dfe 
to 1784. Tm years later ^rican «hi|>s reachail the Manritltos trif 
India ior trade in 8{>i€es and 'tea. Bumim saHore l.r. 
shtern and 7. F. Uaiaiwikn also sailed in the mm in 1797 ©n hoard 
the mBsmlm of tto® British naiiy. mis was the period %ah®n tha 
iritlsh war® in alliance with Russia against the frwse. in 1793 
a ^m,p of f^ssian nwal officers were sesdi to iitrlfealn tor praetl- 
cal training on the Britl^ fileet. 

The ISth centary mm the ris® and fall of tShe Itrench in 
India. This was decided primarily last their sea power. England’s 
great adwaatage ©inar France was the greater inltw© of her tnerchant 
dipping. If# there tore there w®r® ecfial losses on tooth tides# 
memm was weskened to a great eaetent than England, this was on® 
of tha chief factors that led to France’s final defeat. In 
wars# iM.ch last tor ai^ length of tlwe# the country wi^ the 
toi«est merchant nayy Is asnally vtctortons. 

M* %elfe# 19. 70 
opcit# p, 71 

28. »Wti# Sea tower and the mdlan 0t»m« p.7 


tipto tli» HildSle of tl» tl» mofciw of the arttieh 

Kreoch conflict wm pm&Xy oammexiiiel,. Zt wm immlly m moae® 
than a ©truOTle between the two poiiars for contiJol if tte urabiaai 
ce® tiri^* British authority In Inila hai alw^s t»m on feh® 
thread of aaie nsiml aMmtiileatlotis. until the mi^le of the l®th 
centiiri# the Brltlah lioli on inila rose ani fell with the tide of 
those cscmiunlcatlons* 

Zn India# l?@?« the Bast India frustrated 

mmxy atteirpt of the ZniiaR potentates to laiild op aii Indian Maiiy, 
Zhe iritlrfs crown assurea the pai^le of maim th^ the Itsipal Ngey 
weftsia pacoteet their riboze® ai^ ^.at thi^ ii»»a not hotter ttenoilwa 
ahOAit their ee® routes# Zhsy were asked tso ijppriclafes tte alleged* 
ly nobl® geetore of tte ftoy^a, Na'sy and to be <»rtaiii of toe peace 
f«ira«teea hy It# Zte inaiati wadLl©%asa the policy csasiplacently 
and %i«r@ happy that Inais had not t» i^n3 on tte naval ^rvic® 
of th© oountry. They little reallrsed that tte llritish policy naie 
India a large prlK>n house guar^d on three sidsa by tte ^yal laty 
anJ on the land frontiers ly tte ^itlsh troops. Tte gifantlo 
loyal iiavy wos controlled and fineneed by <3ceat .erlfcaln* the ton!- 
nioas. supplied only a httndftil of ships t» the l^al llayy# ai^ tte» 
ships also cm& an3«r 'the operational csontrol of tte mttt^ -^l« 
raity. 



19 Jfelj... .<^iilaiiqr 

In tlw 19 til centnxy* aftar tlie fleet was aimiliilated 

at ‘H'afal^ar in 1®35, Oreirtt sritaia wm tbe ©riljf naval power In 
tl» woria. It was I*® otnlanB^ in wlilcli it cssuia fee 

sal^ that aritannla nileiS tfee wsvea* tl» mere s«resenc0 of a Bri- 
tish gunboat ai^ iA«re in the m^mn mm h®^ decisive effects feotls 
for matnten^racse of peace and enforcanent of policy# 

Ihe British navrf. policy in tela stowned fican her newtsslty 
«r> dominate the colonial deiRaliis# It was also to protect the trad^ 
ri^tes passinp thie^^h the teafeian sea aims the ftedUtterriinean that a. 
British filaet was stationed in the Mediterranawn and the strategi- 
cal centre graAiallf moved eastirjirds#. 

% I3i5« both tl» BU'tdh and ntanA haul lost their mein 
posaeseions in the tt’aMan. sea. the ibriti^ had ealased the grea- 
ter part of the region. The Anglo- ITeneh struggle (11<«>-4S)# oon- 
tiiMod through the seven years w«r (1766-431# the war of tecs’ica® 
Indepandance (1778-83) amS the Revolutionary war ( 179 3-lSo 25 tending 
with the defeat of the iTench in the Hapolaonic wars C10©3-15>,^ 
The 'aritlsh «»ar occii^ylng aden In 1839 @staW.i8hBd the most aioso- 
lute h®ge««oi^ of all times in the Arabian s®a» the opealng^ of 
tl» mez C«ial in 18^ the moat Important event In td» 

Pannikar t India and «h® Indian cwian Ce v -a :’-li & 


giswin Fvt. itii* (iroiA)#iioi«bi^ p.72 
30. ’r.K. »ia»in# mmr lower riviAry in the Indian ocean* p* It. 




©f tte .’arafetais «©a* t-iBst prcsiirwiKS© wa» wHtfc 

opening of the So®* Can^l apout®, Tliwi England afctaetied tr«si®ndoii» 
iiiportanc® lao t!» ®®«suar4% of the Mediterranean islalcfe llficed Iwr 
■with the M9M.m mm, she loafe It onee Isot recaptured it In 1®0S 
enmring l»r©elf enpranac^r »n tl» sew. 


tte »aln aim of the Britiih poli^^ in tte ^sbian sea 
region oeiore world war i wm to eafiarcse apltaln*s aattority 4n 
India againet other European conteisders* tb mJce hoi: strategy in 
the Fabian Sea iiiora ef^actlm inglanS ^ead her nawal hasNBS 

3 | , 

during thl« p«riod firam J4en to Itesbay «id Maldiire* '!!h@ «ra«* 

Man tea hteieie irlrtu«lly a aritiih lake ted almlst ewwy pi&m 

of land within it was oooipied to prewnt the toe tile Europote 

powers ftoRi ostaMiahlng basea* Upto '4 II Jritain ooiitimad 

to be a predominant wloniM and militairy powar in moat areas of 

the Arablte sea region* aritieh a had ^ntxamhed thwiteliws 

in the wabian «ea hy the early years of the 20th Century and t^iore 

%?as h«tdly any p^wer to eppoe® them ewsn l3e3fond tlse Sea* Thus# 
tkm shape of Vitsin*® hegamontc strategy in -the mwM,m s®a and 

beyand had Ailly warged ty the middl® of the Itth Century* 


The on® d^^wlos^eiit in the 19 th Century ii*lch affected Ite 
?£^izn sm, fete cofistimctfeion of the Sne® Canal, only ©treagthoned 
Bjcltiati told on tl» Seas* Mte her unchalleiiiged mprmm:^ in th« 
Medttacra»an, &m iteditarratean route to India hecate a private 



Mfe s®a an a^laetifaly ftriltipli 

Bmm I me, bolted ana barrea at b©tli antraoeas. Mm mmmm^ ^hm 
it 'l»ofifi@sc#a afeuringf tli® tto® o€ i^j^tian ana AifiWtoR 
nwt'gatioii in tte Fabian b&@* wna it 'wali saia tbat tii® 

mmx eania becwne tb® ®ti?orig©st iiiSc la the chain itfhidb boiina mala 
to Vitalii* 'The oonstniCtJon oS the canal reetorea the teparfcwnco 
of tlie tJreaitioisal Eea sea fioMiste to ^xop&m Hi® entir® tirade of 
Ifuaia with lairope haa passed tliet^h this fanioas M®hw^ till Vascao 
a© €ama aartlTOd at Calicat ani ©pen «p the cop® jroot®# with the 
i^ening of cwal# lisdia and the sea toec-en® laaijaf thoaisaaidls 

of lallea nearer to th® Bimpmim basis of and aloni with lii 

©hparecedtotea dawelopmenfe of trade# it i^®o wittossed more aiffect— 
im control of the Arafcdan sea rwrte®. 


It was t*efi at the time that the <^©nli^ of this rout® will 
once ^aln arouse the cupidity of V<wilc® or her eacceasor®* Thm 
Medifelrranean nations# e^ectally Italy# began to cast longing eyes 
towards the Indian trad® tdiich had been once the monopoly of Venice 
Hie Canal ga^e to Eritain an additional strength in th® larabten sea 
which farther seoired her intruders frc«! the west* The aiciow of 
the previous three c®nturles that the control of th© iuraMan sea 
was a corollary to th© mastery of th® Indian ocaan and the lUil antic 
was being definitely chedlenged as ewnts proved# tlmiugh this 
wa^mt of tte <|;iestS0n was ei^irely ignored at tkm tim@# Hritain'® 
aiipr«i®cy was ala© challenged Isy Germany to mjte m cxsftfllcft on th« 
seas by Unposiiig blockades and causing economic parelysie. 



■Ssrlier# tte 'English haa m fcsrritorf on fete &lm:w of fel» 
Persian GalMt tout# since they liasS aliinsfe n i!»»poly of feh® marl- 
fetee »i«aeree In the Oilf anS ^#ate responslM© for fete seoirlfey of 

3:1 

fewplgafelon# fei^ rdLafoea political, tfeipr«a^ fehare# Qreat arl» 
fealn fet'rea to resist Ijy all ©eana In hmt ^war the afefeaupt of «y 
otter naklon to ei^abltsh Itself on the shores of fete Cialf* in 
the flea Inkernafelofutl rlmlry hafi tegtin feo cixw itself* 

trance oRfeak^isteii terself afe Jltonfel# Jnefe acnaec;' fete Italy 

fovelc^ei the colony of '.rrltrea and b^an examining tte poeslMll- 
ties of tereloplng a naral base at Ma®sa»a* iSlia al«» dateed 
pollfeleal InfeerestB in fete feerrlfeory of yeraenon fete wabian side 
of fete sea* feherefey feteiiafeefiiiig fehe safety of the rifcd a't fetal* 
centre of Ail«i. Tte fteii sea also enfeered into fehe calcul atioos of 
laetfEian woria sferafe^y* Osaiany kiiiei# well enoiigh that etfeiy Into 
the laraMan sea and otter frow the side of fete Jifcl antic was not. 
possible fo3r ter* not only beewse of taritain*® overwtelwing wnral 
might* hut al©o bec«ae of fete geographical poeifeion of fete .arltish 
Isl€ 4 s toloCkiiis l«r entry into the Atlantic Ocean. Cblonld postis* 
eslom:'. on fete African lltorral of fete Indian ocean ga» tear r» 
d«*.flii4fee adiranfe^e against llritain. she had to roacli fete j^abiari 
c;ea through aiwfeter root#* Ctermariy under willlw ix c!!»l*red tfm 
grandiose mhme of a direct entry ^ewn the side of land Into -fete 
S^erslan ctilf. ®il8 was to coraraecfe Berlin with fcy a dlrfict 

rail rmfee. It was historically a r^ly to ¥mm da mm*sf mM®* 
w«eiife I the afcfc«i^fe of the land pswer to mfettarfe the set* 


33. IMd* p* It. 

34, IMd# p» It. 
», XMd* p. m 
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Tlia p&csim Qit£ had not pi«y«d a parte in tte Metory of 
te,te ;c»blasi aftecr Bin Kamslm led hla ©eah&rne tor<»s Into 
sltid* The ^rllfviiaghiad rallmy haw enabled it to regain 

teh© Iflip&rteafic®# It had lost and pro'^ided with, a safe i»fi3c 

dwr entraneo Into the iraMaii sea. Tt® of tiw 

gnM into a protocted navad. wrea frow uhl^ tlie Masteftsy of the 
Arabian »a could he challaeged was nttcrl^i' i^osBltole Ibr c^snarif 
whose IrsduiRtri^ strength was situated thousands of miles ws^ and . 
whose coffiiMnlcatloiis with Baghdad had to pass throiagh the 
ries of othm industrlalljf foa^dcward states* Tl» 'hirklsh attire 
was note In aposltlon to hel# the Cmmmn allies to msrX ttwmqh 
that eclwe* M beat it wonld haire been a aefenslw msa^r® pro- 
tecteing the flails of Ibidfees^* Th© afctadte on Mess^taala# iiiid«%iSt®is 
scxom the sm ficosn bases in indts emM m AsnM, haw hmn effec- 
tively prisvented# If th® scheme had materialised mt aggraslw 
action to challenge the mastery of the sea wcmld have been liRposri— 
bXe* German anfemarlnes oo^ild tew crept Into the Arabian sea# 
harasted tte teaie of India like the pirate® of old# Sait to 

anytSilng nwre tlian that a complete reorganisation of the hintew'!®-;:-.'*. 

M 

i«iia have bee n neeessaary* 

Tte visit of lord Oirson to the Qilf In 1903 wm raoant to 
dOKinstrat© Britain*® politicjid. contral over it* M tte timed 
thn Aigl€>-BnsBl«i oanveation of 190?^’# tord mm stated aeftoi|^, 
tely tfmt the Fiarsian Oilf Im onteid® the stopa of tte «ofii«ttoa, 

M* XblJ# pm Jl* 

Mmm % mmt h short Htstdy of th© arttish ^ire (tondon 

Ii@«t iWi Sons 19 page 
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m iii35&3 timt Itai tte isritteli 

in that oi th© -jw-abiafi mS th«t them interej^® were to 

be maihtatised Qreat Brltala m b®tore^ 

ftoii about til® iiiiiaie of th© Itth Cetffeniiy op to tl» 
of the soth Cefstoty Britain toiinated Saslla both ottinoBilcallf and 
politically* Wmta of tfm -»ab world wer» al«o onder ter e«i»inlc 
and political Inflaanc©, hftex 1857 aeltlsh ^aerainty wm fiwlly 
established in India and is 1882 thi^ o<»ipi®d Igypt# Qae of fch© 
objects toeing the protection of their ooofiswiic and political iirt;®- 
rests in tt® Indian Srapire. The ottontan <Sb^foriim«filfc had toeco©©. 
waaJe both ecsonwtcmlly and politically and heavily indebted to 
European wow&rB* esp«lally hrltain* it was in i,Mst tfm ocoimic 
interest of ilrifcain in the ott;»saii anpire that hei>t*t!l» ©idte man 
of airope* alive until the SDth centui^* yurtberitor®# the opening 
of tl» ai© 7 . Canal in 1868 and the fin^ mrehas® of tl® majority 
of the slwres of the cM^any Bentwnin Disraeli established tiw*' 
the mprcmacy of tfm l^itlidi in the oMmtttclal actlvitlee in tlm 
iraMaii sea. The i^ltish wsre now the main agent® of trade between 
India and the? mmb cwtitrias tteough Arabian eea. It Is dlffle 
oilt to airvey itesre with ar^ Justification the vast mount of Imports 
«nd e»®rts that took pla«» h&tMeein India and tlie -irab world darlf® 
this period* mring the lat®e half of the Iffch Century the begiiSK- 
lf^« of inarstriallsatioR and better trade facilities could be o3>» 
ffsrved l« India* Fast Aavelo^ins parts# railway ooifiunicatSow# 
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ttm ejiplottatten of coal# tlie tmgimimB of ttm «tl»n Iti^etxy tm 
MmetS^a^, all thoe« faetears imiefe haw Iswst®^ up lyraite 
relations with tho nxato^ osantrlos tlawigh mmi»n ©«a.^ it 
fee obeerwi that It was i»elttoir the mmh worl^ nor maia that b«i»» " 
flfeei aircctly % thl® trasSe. Iinila’s aeonoifiy was goaradi t& Slrltials 
ImtmmtBrn m f»5fe# inAistrles ani haoslleraft® w«r@ 

doistroyed % tha larltlsh# whllo the «K|»rt of raw matatlila oontl- 
meS to feed tli® inAistxie© of England tlurongh Arabian oea 
roate. 

The liiiioteenth eenteaacy witnessed tte diei^isearanaa of ladl-,:?!?- 
hallt ehlpB imm the high seas# 



US 



m&Mi 


The ««# post war @i!«dJcoiiaeat &i ttm sea i« w esstrs- 

ordinary phBwra«DH of imr 2« m esploslon of s«litl€al. 

' as mai^ as m frm statas imm ooiie into teliw wltMn 

■' • garter oenttiry, la pl«5@ of the pxmime fcor* Thmf are fired 

mt only toy a ««««« of toeXongli^ to ttelr aatioaal. tamea lut aa.» 

' ^ ; tso the i»atia««it ia wMdh mcm locatoiS ana the sea wM<A vm'Mm 

— their shore®, that glws them a sense of patriotic!# regflonia 

orientation# and continental destiny npto a point. Ttiis is iwemiM 
no 0 tb«c 5>i?xt of the globe is each a riotous wosale of the rifts 
horn out of the aftermath of li^^lal ^dtmin^lon and oolotiiali«i« 
ficoEKsmtc Ideology and «>clal rnttlooSk# racism of colour# «Eid Mgotry 
of b^ief. thl® i® a region ©f Btmmlm po’Wrty and faJMloiia 
wealth# chromic depressions mA nm eapeetatton©# d»^ paciflam and 
habitual bolllcjOEity# Inperatives of peace and IniwitaMlltias of 
war. iruely spewing# it has only now entired the world stage in 
its own rifht# effld its Biture is still wry much in the mulsliig. 

Etora an ^en sea# Infeitoited lay tm&m. Indi^aadent p»pl®« 
on its stores and its Islands# to a soa AaminiAed % mt, people# 
and to an opm sea ©nee again - imich ha® been the Mablan ®ea'# 
historic^ 3^ large lumber of iiidepend«rit et^es Iwe «»>« 

into teing# imqm thm ewr before. Th^ haw their ch«»et€«io- 
tic owtlocsii OB the sea whldJi# -more *Uian ewt in the past# I® €»»• 

; pcMo^d by afilnittea with the hinterland and b^onS hmmm of the 
fast relay of csontacta and iailu^sce ower the entlro oontin^t. 
the «®a Itaelf has ®eai»»<^ a difforoBit lodfe «id atewlofod 



aasitional attractions ayna sltaiatten®* 'flie lifting oi Urn arlttsh 
imperial cortnln l»s 0|>ef»a up now vistas that oxtana I»3 |«hkI tlie : 
sea’s conventional Itoits* m country can escape from tt» inai- 
vlAial as i#ell m onnuilativ© miMmstm of tl»s® 
lfiai» Ifi pMsrtl<»l«r# ior althcssgh m longer a Blmmxe o£ the 
orient as in the past# It has a special statas tocaiiee of lUs ctan 
and location. These effects ©ninat® from the ieslScal raunanfea of 
tl» pmt, wergenc® of new states# regtonal Ir^pacts# @i»tlari^ anS 
Ideological fsetora# socio-economic pwlls# and interests of the 
ont side powers. 


in this Indian ocean riglon thee® w«>fre only two states more 
or less independent before the aecmd world lam - Egypt and Ethio- 
pia. i'-*fter the war# during the succeeaing throe decade®# altoge- 
ther — lnd^«id(ef!t states h«m emerged# — littoral and — » island# 
located in Africa# the nimiB East & the Indian ©nboontlfittrat* Was^ 
maf bf! beet viewed as lying In these regions# although ©one of there 
have a bl « r^lonal ch^acter# ^«d5 as titjsc around the Red in 
tlM west which mm acteAly on regioiial cross-roddB. 


The Arabian sea is Astted with str^sglcally placed isisni## 
some the terrtt«»les of mmatrim* others sovereign states. ttie 
latter# all went in tor r^iibUcan torms of government on actelvlfw 
indepcttaence dirtng the last decas^* Tbs asswiptlon m nafcieitooii 
thes® ©oiintries coincided with the nei# strategic im^orfcaiw® of 
fci® Arabian sea th&cgh it wa® not nsNseswarily xslafeed to it. Yet 
in Urn last tm ligand' republic® have not hmm able to 

kis^ too awilf flroii the p@litl<s#»i^rataglc game being <Maet^ 


*■ 



_____ 


Tte cjictiire that the lyratoian sea pres«ste^ in th© 


on their 3oor&t»^ja ana a )gf®t©e of interaction oet»ie» tte internal 
lioUtlc® of leiand reimbilcs and a neti strategic charactiar of 
the /caiblan sea hm t«k©n root* 'iMs systmn of interaction* tooth 
€.>lai»rat® and oomplcao is- liJtely to grow as the Arabian stM esc^pi— 
reis gxmtex strategic sensitivity* 

If there wen a period when the «:®b« oottld have seamed a 
sincla »tate from the Atlantic to th© ferslan cnlf* it wae the 
jfiarter ccnttiry between tlie two w, r^ars# when political fcextore 
vae ntlll being woven, instoad of anliyingf# ti» m&im ^lit and 




iJuring the l v, 14 , th© Arabian sea did inot beerwse an tmpor* 
tant th’3tre of oparetion. Itostllitle® were confinod to tt-» arr^ac 
*aXy - '7he ’middle Bast and £sst Africa# and the German ^bmarines# 
active in mmpmn waters dli not esdsend their oparatioiic'’ to 
the Arabian ss^a. The poet w,% I period saw significant 
cfr:Bm<''2s in the Arabian sea* 1t»e Middle Bast region# whom iirpoxt*. 
a:i.C 4 ? Tcs:e die to the spfastltotioii of oil for coal as the chief 
js:;uic'ce of cc-'Vjer# ehsnged hands fiwwB the ‘Bxrh® to tte iSfltish* 
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iirmediately toefern the Qcmt war of wm swietMiag like tM® 

acitaifi mlM tte WFai>t««i sea aa an afcNsolntd silatraes# Mw pemm 
wm ow whelfalng at mmf l»ofiit, and no nation hmm mntmtmA 

hG£ wthoritir In th® eligiitost dagro©*’*^ ast It wae caeiir tMt th« 
atoXTOs t'lere g«fch«rtfi®, Tl% siajor Sarop®«n natlona iiad tciplreiS 
iafeerests In the Arabian eea airoa and biQfoni thla* France, Italy 
ana c^ewany had terrltoriee on th® Ajaricaii Coast and the «aa« of 
Olego suaraa, Jnhiti# liassawa and 14091131 iwio w&tm cwslng into pro- 
jmlncsnee. c^onitiy# a prisoner in fel» Baltic* was deimloptBg schwmea 
for a land rwita lAlcdi wonld glw her m in^iipmnAmt iwtry luto th« 
Arabian sea. 


The war of 1914-18 ellfuinatea ownany jBrc»i the M'afeian sea 

and the Indian Ocean, l!li@ eetabllsiTOnt of the ind^aid«fe state 

of Iraq and the a^tAilsltion of Interests lit that country In the 

fornt of the l4o£ul oilfield ■mrm the replies# th»i oonsideired ado- 

qiate to a threat to the irablen sea froe the side of the Perslai! 

Qilf. Ust the tandencles that were i^psrent before 1914 

only imsm pronounced In the Interlude betwe«i the fey© wars, At 

ojoEiTOia csost# Etane® developed D@i^ smtem Into a ^wmAsl narel 

base* im: object in doing so was in no wi^ concealed awa tliD 

world, 'i%& ariMCh Kini®t«r ©f Marine declared that tte mrA l»ee 

43 . : 

will mmmu& the iorabian sea and neigWaouring Fascist 


41, ?^«rmil:cr# India & the Indian ocean# p, 


42» Ibid# p, 7t, 
43 , Ibid# p, 7 i* 
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ItAf vm mt to bm mt tone. mnaoXlial a? Ms thmt 

tl« tutor© ©f l&f on ttm mm MmmBMmm on tlm Ra& mm mms^ 

wa® wnvacfeeiS iitia m fre«fc iiaMwl imm ai^ it was tb® to®*t of thm 
that !» baa cut tb® eonnectloii iniia Mii mm o»a4. 

The acciilsition of imm @lm a part of tM« grefet 

scbmmrn onlf tbm mull blnfcwlaoa of aritrea# Ummmm. coaXi not 
toe much of « iainger# tut with a territory with 

resources a cliff! ate in tli® hlgtoor afctitailos »uitabi.e ior 
suropoan colonlsatioti# an empire cemXjS toe mA dafroded iiidliis* 
en^Sently# even If OEMfisnicattons wars oit off wttto it lily* iAarmei- 
nia ana Eri laces with a fer^iaed native amy oouXd meiifc any cballeiw® 
ccwilng from &m» Besides* with ttoe strengfeto that aich an 
«^lre c« develop# Massswa will ceae® to to© mtacgely a mvrnl 

44 

station but a great base from wMch the Red se« can be oontrolied* 

Between the J^ssifiis and the Italian coloi^ Iw «all 
aritleh CDlony of aomslllana# whlcto it was i»t mm to defcanA 
If In case of war the irtiervenlng area could to® ooii<|iered then the 
new ^ssinian «fipire of mesollnl would not. only have effeetlwely 
cut th® oofin^tioii bet^?^n the Medlt^crOTean and India# tot tmi?® 
®tt©r©d the jraMto sea as a consi^ratole nwid. jwwer# Hwr post-* 
tion In the Red eaa would have been iiiipregpafaa.o. ^mn wouid hawe 
not only been r«d«ted usaiesa for wntrolling the enttwios# t*ifc 
itself Ritsaaced frcn the land siAi in view of th® politicly r^*- 
ttons eetaJAiahod toy Italy with ywtaii which had tafeen a «or# defi- 
nlt® ©hap®* nm war ewe five year* too aocn for ms,8oliiil and 
hi® gclww^ff tor cov^t-ing ^byssini® and lacltrca into a great l«ai 

W ' lmrprm: — Z-- 



«ipix® wex® only l»lf wli@n the v«c twoik® out. Maii®awii 

haj i^rx«j3er wlw« the iwrii €MDpal9ti hrok© th© power of itallmn 
mid t’m ^em ©f awfilnettiiQ the see md ooi«:3»l2.1isg the Qilf 
of a 5« aieappaared with it..^® It we® a«©aslx«tejS doairly tl»t 
overseas for nation® itAm a® not m$of iiastory &£ «» 

aeas mcm m more than hostage in the hansS® of tlie ©nufty* ISt^ 
constitute no great threat to myone and tim ariti^i could afforil 
to enjoy Maasawa and 14 ego aiare® In the p-ariod before the XZ 

MK ■ ' 

Viorld ¥ar» ihe creation of a mall i^yal Indian wm Idie 
matter of greatest significance. J^fter the destmction of the : 
Maratha naval pomm in 1751# indiains were sailing the ®ea the 
first time in wmhipe# no doubt mall in mlm hut ^bollc of 
the resuscitation of the old forces which had for at least two 
millenla held the mastery of the Arabia sea and the Bay of Bengal 
both, fte wrrender of ommam meant that the Boyal Indian navy 
had thereafter no serious rival at sea and the British ib^lre 
^uld be mnsidered safe again&t outside attadics heewae past 
tiureats had cme from the France, Cfermacy, It^y and Bussia in 
this area, Mt&c t liw,, France became an aily^ Italy and mm&m 
was beaten, and Ptasela lay in chaon, Ihe tiealthy united etatoa 
first time ®:')paarod in the ^orld scene with der4re®, was a 

^arifclah si.ly too In the War. The Itoyal »vy*e Mediterrwean £imt 
'i#as tils' most naval formation in the w>rld teteioeo tt® two 

wmG. mt Sn^and soon l^d to give up her naval mip^iorlty 
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at tte umhlagtxin Conference in is 2a md mtmpt&d ©cpallt^ wifeh 
»a«lCia. 'iJhts treats^ aloi^ witii ai^cts other faetorn as fete 


UMiic beeline of iSngian^ oiaigedl the crifeiah to xmwlm^ their - 
«fiee In tlie iraMan sea region ana the otter xnaian smmmn r^iong 
^fio* The f>©.jit vm national awiaceiilBg in tela «lfo eaaea to tte 
toforfeanc® of tte iyrai>i«i sea region* 


In the s«!ona i^ria wm' the teaMan saa was tte seero off 
greater naira! actlirltaf than sJtoiiag the I w*». In ■mgast 3LS«* th® 
Italian fcrcee imvmd into aoiaalllaiia* which xemltmA In m da^ 
wite th® is-rifeisli, 'ite allies sent tteir reiniorcemeiite to Raa«ia 
wia fete tersian oilf*. ate ttear® was joint teglo-tesslari acfelon in 
Iran to #rev©nt mm shah fieoro tsacing siSea with the i»i» 

Iliongh deprived of the fmlfe® of tteir aa»t«^ of th® »l^an®®® 
«itearlne8 begma to %p«iir in the Arabian mmm ate to thke a hmm^ ' 
toil of fii®rcanfelle Aipping* Britain reacted with vlgwar h^ tte 
oottfpatlon of Frisnch Islande of Madagascar ate ^arer in 

Indlaii ocean* tat the Arabian sea owsld not be cleared of J^anes® 
mtearlnes ate felie %r©Bt a® well ®e tte east coast of India r«iaine^ 
©seised to feh© fcpredatlofis ©f the under seacraft tor m oonsiaora. 
df feifne.® 

oceanic strategy has theratore entered into tte coasiriar*- 
tlons of fete Indian ijuestloii with a draraafeic aidd«iiiaess which 

4?* Ka,isli|jft* Tte Indian* osem* p, la 
41* XMd* p* 12 

m* iMd* p* la .' • ■ : ■ ■ 
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f»t h&m been foreseen irnmm March %94% mm whole ^estloii mi 
maian #af@nce has to h® reoonsia^®i!l toth in the light of history 
ana of recent ewnfca. Tti© mm era of protected bba cpmimiiicdtioiis 
mS®^ fior Znaia^ «a ti^ ga^atlon of the contesi ©£ ocewic area® 
isirx-oanaing ln«Sla ha® again ii^iortant* 


Ite perioiS fellowi.ng the s^sonfl world var witnessed a viatij* 
tBlalm yp«rge of national freedtom in th® area* The colonial 
po'wm'a of Lonope had to wifchd&raw £mm India md otlMc- neighhou* Ing 
©wintriest India# FaSclitaas# Adtii and MsnrtfeMs# hecane lfid€^«nftent 
in 1947«y48#i'-igfe# % 1971# with the ejec^fclori of the 'facial eta* 

t«s In the Persian Oiif the entire Fabian sea littorid area 
oonaiated of Initependent sowrelgn states. i^-itain «t«e«d mT& 
SEATO and CSfiTO and tried to play toe role of a great pcm&c* Mar^ 
of felw>se newly independent st^e® lih© India# St o«-a. it played an 
actlire role in the nofKaligrKid inovttn^t and in the 3rd conffflrtttws® 
of til© r»»-allgi»d states held at intalsa in 197o# adopted a reso- 
lution. caliis^f upon all states to establish a apne of peace In 
the Arabian ste and tte Indian ocean* Britain* s anncuncffnent to 
%d.fchdr«i* fxw« the €*f fitaieig was the most IwxsrtsRt f^ctur to 

dlftarh fh& telance of rjowear In the ;®raMan md Blm in tivj 
liifllafi Ocean# rostrrn powers arc still mntliislne; fchclr f3»»-a’-Io- 
oial onsl aught acialnst the newly indi^endent s»ufitrl 34 s. Coajpixa^ 
ctos arc afoot tli c:^lolt the Gnon«mc natural of tj'cju© 

rtttesr which are of great strata® Ic and ©eonouic teportaw© fer the 

riMt, 


SO. Ibid# p. 12 51. Ibli# p. 11# 


52. iMi# p, 13. 









ftodesrn Iraq was known as ffesopofc 
Bound artes of Mesopotania were unliiniti 
boundaries of Iraq have been demarkafced 
mia was included with the 
western limit of Iran's Platue 


after 1914* Jtesopota- 
area of sulo-continent in west and 
It is surrounded with .Armenia 
in i»rth ana jiiountains of Asia inlr»r and Persian Oilf in south* 
Tte lower area of firetees and Tigrys rivers basin kr»wn as 
Mesorxstamia* In tte north of Iraq le Turkey^ trm in East Jter- 
sian ailf is and sc«ne portion of Arab States in the south and 
Arab# Israel and Syrea are in the west, Mesopotemia was devided 
in upper and lower ^Kjpotamia* itjrthern part of it is called 
upper ^fesopotamia and esctended in south till Bagdad. Its length 
is about 300 miles ^d ^aout loo miles wide in north. Its nor~ 
thex-n part is greenish and southern part is mostly desert* Ihe 
ax-ea of lower Mesopotamia is expanded .Sbwnward from B^dad to 
Persian Gulf* In Mesopotamia thax's are som© important lakes and 
narrow waterways, J.'tesert area of tesopotamia is difficult for 
milltai'y observers of air and Artillery, Mesopotemia and Persiai 
Gulf are most hot places of thz world, ClJmats is not suitable 
for military activities in Mesopotania. Minerals and alloys are 
not present in proper anount, CoaiBunication means are very poor 
in Ifesopotanla# only one railway line is passing through Samara 
to B^dad, Roads are not tterefore the water vjyas are Important 
tbsre, water supply is not properly arranged, Ttere are so 
many difficulties in military activities, Gonwiunication was 
mainly performed rivers* SBfc-al«Arab strait was iinportant 



______ 


while near them the 


population of Mesoixstamla wa: 


sitiiateo around tm Mesopotamia, Although the Arabs hated the 
Turks# but on the time of war they fo«©ht with tarks against 
Britishers because of Islam, Harks ne-ver belierrod in Arabs moj 
tly in time of war because they attacked 1^ them wten they defi 
ted or retreated. 


















Turkey revolution in 1908 was welcomed Jsy tte 
Mesopotamia but further it was not remain constant* 
was influenced by Jermans. Jerman Officers and ftnbas 


it remained unsuccessful deu to the participation of Turkey# 
^cause Arabs were not pleased with Tuadcey. its objectives and 
aims remained unj^lfilled* : 




















f lanji wayss 


rivers of Dajala and Parafe 
Ce) Unsuitable climate? 


.'i18S6.# t«€3r0 BB to tiaPTITasS 

c»uld be asmpelled to ks^ her military forde In 



















Britain captured the Sypres island at the time of Russl- 
an-^irkish war# Britishers also captured har ally E^ypt, 
Russia was ■'hirkey’s erwmiy and Britain made an agreoBent with 
Russia# so all these were the coises of her unhappiness* Tiir-» 
key wanted ownership on the oil of Middle Asia and also wanted 
to establish impact on the Maslteis of that ai-ea* 


fhe construction of railway*’ line to Bagdad increased the 
strategical importance of Mesopotamia for the Britishers* Ger- 
many and Tiurkey 'both were interested in the area of i»erslan 
Gulf, This area was in the enfluence of Britisl»rs fran a very 
long time* aritJlin was worried about the security of India due 
to the activities of oppooiatits. 'me religions movament ini^ired 
by Germany & mrkey was daf^erous for the Britain# therefbre tie 
deferce ftran that# had become most essential to than. Defenders 
of oil pipe lines ficom aistar to Abadan# were pressurised Jay the 
mrkey and could be attasdced at any time. Therefore it was also 
necessary Jtor Britain to help them. All the four powers had 
th€3ii“ Ihtexf^cts in Mesopotania# France# Erltaln and Russia were 
in one side and Turkey# mxm&w Austria were at another side. 
On the l3eg of war Turkey was compelled to recaptiare the Thces 
province anti told to folodte the oil supply way of Britishers in 
Mesopotamia* 


Britain was ready to protect her Interests in l-leaopotaBia 
and sent her forces there, India Gbverranent was made in cherge 
of this campaign* India Gbvernment was ordered to send army 
Immediately in Shatt-al«Arab area British cabinet at 2 oct, ’ 


1914, 




7 S3 

Rsllowing units of 6th j^ne Dlv* under Brig, Gen, w,S* 
iJelanen were got orders of preparedness to go across the Ara- 
bian sea tell loth Oct. 1914 t 1. I6th Inf. Brigade? 2* 22na 
Saperas and Minoras companies, 3, One hee Indian Mountain 
Artillery with some units of Medical# supply and transport. 

^hi.e was called *D’ Ebrce** Britishers were interested in the 
areas ax'ound the Persian GUlf. They sti^^ported and helped the 
Sheikh of Mohamira and started their campagn lb Mesop6t®iia 
against Turkey and Germ-anof' plans had been msde and military & 
itolitical rights had beai given to Gen, W, s, Del amen to stren- 
gthen the British position and capture tte Baaara in Mesopotignla, 
sheikhs of Kuwait & Mohralra were in the favour of Britishers. 

Sir Piyarsi Kox and tain Ifemilton were appointed to help Oen. 
Del amen there. 'D* fbrce was advanced from Bombay itert to Bah- 
rain Island on 16th Qdt. under the escort of four naval ships. 
This was propagated that British Govt, was compelled to send 

array in Jfeisopotanla to protect the interests of Arab peoples 
and their Allies and she was not in a mood to attack. •D’Rorce 
was sent ferom Baharain to Shatt-al..Arab or. 3rd Itovoubex, fm 
Fort was destroyed by Turkish. British D force vjas landed near 
Fas village to check the opponants and ultimately captured fcte 
Ibrt. leaving 117th Maratha Battalion as a garrlsslon troop in 
r«aaining troops proceeded towards Abadan oil refinary and 
canped in Sannlya, Beside facing some anall attacks by Arab 
Kabaylis Gen, Delimen completed his planning of land forces oh 
the opponants area* ■ itot afteer two days (11 Nov, ) British ad- 
vance gaurd faced counter attadc hy Turkish and made it fail. 
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Qan Del amen 's aim was to advance through laad wagr till sham^a?- 
miya area. But due to the information of Turkish possibility of 
attack, protection responsibility of oil refinary and some sto- 
nes® in ending military from India, coii^lled him to there, 

Mesopotamia campaign had also suffered due to heavy rain, it 
was first es^erience to thma. 

Oen. Barret reached at shatt-al«.^ab in 13th Jtov, with 
another troop and on 14th Nov. reaching in Sanniya cainp he 
s^eepted tl« charge of Mesopotamia command. He 'was- ordeared to. 
capture Basra by India Oovemnent. First he ordered osn Daliamen 
to the enemy ©rom Sehan, for this he deployed his arK^ In 
adecjuate positions, then attacked on the second position of the 
enemy and pu^ed it towards north. After this battle 1« estakK. 
llshed his possession on the Turkish caa^, Mai^ casualties and 
arrests had been made in this activity. British troops felt 
8omQ difficult esiperiences In this working area, but were 
lor than Tlnrki^. 

the information of Turkish advance towards Basra Jfer 
the purpose of attack, Gen. Barret directed his troops to ad- 
vance towards sahil. Aft»r sane clo^ combats, British troops 
got success on tim eoany. 

A brief telegraphic message was sent to India Gbveriment 
on 20th Nov. ^3out the situation end made a plan tso attack on 
Bi^a, After axmm diffionties he became success In c^turlng 


Baera on 23tli Nov* 1914 and Union Jack was Isoisted in a main 
bniiaing of Basra. In this way the Britain got mai^ advantages 
frow this victory as there was no fear in protection of oil 
fields and refinaries* security of British interests in S>ersian 
and adj« 2 ent areas had becme RKsre strengthen# relattens 
with Sheikh of Mcjhamira foecaie strong & firm and first decided 
aim of Mesopotamia campaign to he fill filled, 

% sendii^ a brief appreciation of the situation# sir 
F* Kox suggested vicera^ to attack gaickly on the Bagdad, and 
Gen Barret also accepted this. But s«ne re-suggesstons were 
given to the Sir F, Kox & Gen, Barret in this reference by 
India <kiv»w«nt and suggested to attadc first on Kurna. Because 
Kurna was a strategical place# situated at the haific of Shatt— al- 
Ar^, It was important for the control of wliole Gulf water ways. 
Entire Ferslan-Arhistaii could bo protected from tiie Turkish att^ 
acks# and cootanunlcatton lines could be protected. Iherefisre 
Kurna was attacked and captured on 19th Xfec. according to the 
secretary of state and rallitisry secretary In India GoTOriineitt;, 

In this way the first psarfc of Mesopotamia canpaign had been 
coMpletea, 

Being defeated in Amara & I'Masayra# the rafnainlng Ibrki^ 
troops, reorganleed near Haslriya and Bhuk-Ash-Shlyukh, It was 
suggested and emphasised on the Importance of keepltsg control tn 
the triangle of BaBra^Kurna-Uasirlya. Turkey was prepared to do 
counts attack. Ibr this purpose some auxiliary force# were 
■sent to Basra from Masu* and conetantnc^l®, Turkish Troops 
.were colleeti^ in the south of Israel tomi» till the fsii of am* 





ISiPoin ‘isJQBfcern desert sre 


la jyiifass and Persian {to-pernment r^aainad fail to gi^wt . 
ItY to tlie Europeans there but soon csen. B^xet csoatrolled 
situation by i^ndii^ Kumuik. TUI this time ^tokleSi had Im 
strois in ATbistan# iow«r Farat and Basra was bally affrofe 
to the public rewit* The entire area of working was badl; 
affected frcm Uood and unrest* So every military movemen 
fortification rcrniained imsuccessful and Britishers were wd3 


about the sreorganlsatioR of ibrklsh and local melltia* St: 



.ejry in on MarcK tm& Cm® Infianae^ ttmfc 

I Inf, ir^^e was sent froia Sgjfpt tso lnc5r©ase ttm strengtli 
»• fore® in Mesopotamia on loth In this ww th® ile~ 


€a3ttnt«r attaeSe efforts ha«a remained fail and with 
the possession of shaiha ai^ Almas^ Britishers had hecom® stronifi 
this was strengthen more reaohlng Gen, Hl»n to t^e o’ver the 


■me Kht-al-'lteara* CSen G^tn-r decided to advance toward® 
they felt some difficulties in sand hills operation hut 
success in captisrliig Masiriya on 24th July 1915, turki^ 

! defensive policy and defeated by Britishers here, After 
Itishers captured mt under Gen* Nissan and <3©n, tbwnsend 


^ Baisra# they again advanced towards Bagh- 
tder the Indian C-ljn,^ Oen Miaaan, Britishears 
positions because they had cai»tured all the 





r! Q§n«' To«i send dlsetisa^d. this matt^ carefall^ and 
Qrwsi the right haiflc of the riwr through tl» araall e^ips. 
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Bmcmsm of these problems the Fabian aea region an^- their litto- 
rale are under tension till today* J»abian sea had pl^ed an 
important role in fteaopotamia campaign because India was incdiairge 

of this e«ipalgn and resuf fling a^ieted firom India through 

this sea. 
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Bach of t!» ai» 0 f»®Mi po'w«rs wieheid to t» obtain as steroiig 
an indaenc® as IwssiMe In an ©rs^txe that appeared to be on ttue 
point of teiportaiKse in tl^ %«kc 143* lEtw Rii®®ia wag an obtfcasle ' 

Mossing her nouth w«ras eapanston &m pr®¥®nting her mm hmflm ' 

mm® asxess to the Modlitwranoan, singly har «i^«isioni»fe «*»&!- 
tkim %ier@ to tmim ©xtenfc iswctrated arlttins^ inm.trnncn in i' 

thin /arafel* sea region, Rranc® vm interefifeed in eceortng pro- 
aominance in %iria mm msm states of this region* itidy ana 
€i@niiaiiar were also rm>idy owrtsking arltaiiis previously parauoiint 
Influence in watoian sea «rea, ffith the Baghtofll railways hear mtia 

■ 

inotromerst clie«3s ^trltlsh oroitenlnipee In the wsrslan ciilf 
hc^nd, India* if aritish Interests weare maintained and streagh-. ^ 
thesaed at ma by control of the canal and the ailf# 

then it was considered that the iritis cmnlra woiald be sa£® 

; 

against bc^fh Rnscla fk omnmwjf threats* 

i'l 

oil bad become Important a 4 id an area of mdi prmisiiig oil 
potential ax* the xiidhle bae,fc and /raaiaii isca rogiuii lucaid kiuvv, 
attracted attontlan fcx thit, reason olane, in the Ci^a'iy o£ I 

tiiis ccantary ail was earning gradually to achieva a iispaitaist I 

posit toil In Uiti oritlfcii ecaneway, ail had many advuitoajjdc avc?i‘ ■ 

coal as a ihal aod an a ii^ight for milglit haei*# pi'Qvided srsci;© ! 


poMQi: a&ed less s^&ce mid was conslasral^y cleavix oriu cu'ilei- to 
handis toan coal was* 



m 


HI 

H>is3*0veir# at thi® ttm® virtaj^|.y airlfeaiii*e oil caine ttwa 
mm w, s, a* ma Rasaia mnd ©row the Etiteh East Inaies mnd 
iMt «»cgt Majlica# all those omrifcriee %«re outsl3e aritleiiB 
«iitr©l# indeed the world*® largest ©11 mncmm wre of 
Rassia© aad aitch oationa^lt^, a reailt ^?esopotOTta aisd v&gmiB 
accpixed evao wlds signiiiemcB thaa the ©tjcot^lc aad m-rgi'iexcial 
eoasidwations elrea% indicated iiotild a^gsst. .sritlrfs owfl^eniee 
'Coiild hope to obtain then only if th«y had at least the t^lt 
support of their go^irient, in the Arabian sec region an imgla 
Wmemim oil company mm clearly a purely "ritish coqsar^* 

arttlah ©11 policy had two 'wsjor st^s# first vam fctwi sasiPt** 
dmimksa to buy m wijori% shorsholdiag in D*^®y*s «glo-.$»er®ii®i 
oil ©M^piisny# Hie public was told to help ensure adet^ete 
relidd.® oil si^pplies Msx th© Ha'yy in time of war or peace* The 
oil was vaiaable .i»t only iar propellittgr ahipe* lorries end euro- 
planes# laifc also on acsowint of the fact that some irarietie® ©ontein 
m signif ic«at proportion tsa tolaoi a basic ttsnetitaent of esgales- 
iires* It was ttsarefor® ©esential to create an efficient aachinary 
fcr planning and csoordlaatlon of oil mipplie®, 

Ihe ftsmilation of oil policy was Britalns strati;illc re^ 
airementii* aritish <birt. wanted to control the fteMpotaiian oil- 
field®, ^ 

ari tains basic ate® ware# the laaintenanc© of ter pararaownt 


a. Ibid# p* 9* 
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iaflu«icfti in Mesopotemia and the 0*1 f etatea and the 'aptelding 
of her » 0 clal commercial Interest® in Mesopotamls* in ©tortw 
etrateglc# cramnerctal and balance of p&wmc considerafeions x#ere 
basic cwfipoi»fits of the isritish Qo'warfwent atfeltede towards t!» 
mmmtrnim regton, ihe chief axiomatic ^©stton totolviag 
Britains 8tratecflc<> political and ccwnerclal lnfe®i'eets la lieaapo 
tamia was the negotiation® over the Baghdad' railway. Britain 
mm also Interested in tonstxuctlng ports at Baghdad# m&m and 
the terminal point on the i*ar®lan oilt, ihe Baghdad railway was 
to p»m through a r^ion long demlnated % aritliii lndi« trate# 
li|a©rtant Shiah reilgimi® sinrlne® irisited ©toil yoir lay 
ijn^easing ttoassaid® of Bcltli^ indHan subject*. Kailway csonpatf^* 
its ports rights at Baghdad and i^isra tlareat8f»d the long held 
acltish motoooly of the steam navigation ixmpmj ware to create 
considerable difficulties for arttl^ oil hopes In the ftaeul and 
Saglidad provinces, i^sart iron its threatened ©ompetifclon with 
arltlsh trw.^rt interests# thrmgh pTOVision of a much iaox-« 

direct route to India# the Kail way was seen 'by i^ifeairi a® a sire- 

3 

t«f lc fclireak, aritain had long held uiprmacy on tiie awren and 
wat«:'s of the *»erslafi tolf greatly re;iiced piracy# &Iavincj mid 
tribal ieixding. urltaifis paramountcy in liie Oilf region# viiiidi. 

saw m» eesential for the defence of Im tanpirc# wb fc|-*i.’£fSwi5fiei§ 
atii j«pm-«|-ieded. 'itM® the Isiplicatians of y^e 
Jwr BritiA int«'este in fiesopotamla wet'e great. ivs Ijhie 


U3 

mmrnmim ^ mi£ mm prior 

mxmmmts mm mm m m <x>iamtlm» rnccrn^tm.® to tlw MUBh 
iSoi^mcmmU mitiA irnmm&tm mo of troaiK 

mmt on xadlmm» in ^«t;ie muScegr, maim tto «dI« xmmlmim 
aritials ratl%^ iii ragtoo lo.® me roUwaf, 

^ On river tis^vliiatlori, m Anglo- 'aixfclc nwigatton ow?nioslOfi 

^ %sm osi^llslied fcr tfm ’IUrkls^l*ow^ea siiatt>-el«Arab. ^ ^ out! el; 
to the Persien Gali morn tm jnnctton of the Tigris ana 
rivers, ite cosTOiesion ms to ensar© that fchia hef 
lipuld be better Aanaesnrea than previously anb be open to ail 
nattoiia* Thm irontier protoaal of I’jof, 1913, cjara-m 

*m toraer ruaiiihg felirough the oil toeing territory worked 
the ^glo-.Perslan oil Gorn^mf unaer it® topcession fxmt the P«r* 
Bleu Qy&t wifi settle! in such e w^ that the o(38npaiay lost pothiag* 
irltaia had already inaa«rac@ in Kiui%ailt md. her agreenent of Jma 
1899 with the ^tmDihf »ppl«@ptod fay the »acar®t ^reewent of 
<»t. 1907 neoirihg arifelsh contTOl over the sh©iJch*s land®, was 
deelgped specif leal ly to prev«it the Baghdad railw^ from reach- 
i*ig ttie stores of the Persian oilf esc^t arsder toodifctons wjre«>. 
able to acitaift, % the end of 1913 aritoln controlled river 
®cee«® and ^-ess between the mi£ and Basra, mS she had rectired 
participation in port ©onstruction at Baghdad ®ad as mm upstre^ 


4* Ibid, P, ll, 
% Ibid, P. 12, 



% tlcm ’AhJcs* ittit th« %wr situa* 
.ntajprat® strategic oiSKjeettira# 

It vm Mxtimm prapjiatlaii tir«t 


#• 1&I& 9 , 





aritisli at larga, tso 


?* Ibii# t, 
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was me to ae<pir« « amposit® Un^eir mS ma/elir 
du® to the help of tf*s*A* tiu Um mga of sh#s ana 
now aiie to the other®, it hei fcxgei »h««i of Iraq le t«iB of 
ii3 i«4^air oon^tatiofi. In' tmns of aeVair confront- 
ation^ Iran was the stronsiest nanrei poawr in the oilf after thm 
iritlah aiparture in Dec, ^Beeanae of it® growing aiiitatT 

power Iran started to flex it® rauscl®®, jn^ early as ^rll 19 m 
it anilaterally alerogatea th® shiidit»al-.,W'afe teeatfey of 1937 and 
©scsorted its ship® in the diepitteii waterway®# there hy dartraii 
Iraq to th», Iraq did mt. in Sec, iwi, ©n the mfe of the 

ariti^ d^arfeiire# Iran farclhly ocoipied the three dlapnted jrah 
UlBn^ms^mse and the tm ^utihe.® ii» ^ab state in the Qilf 
dared to stop Iran, Iran had «ierged m the ^inmt ixmm In mm 
Oilf, bat tt« irisions of the }>hm %-mre not to he limited to th.§t 
iiiall area alone, ^iral of smo parcliase neoited yet wore 

Jiistlfications# wliich were provided in the fourth phase, 

airing this ph&m* that began in 1972 and ended with tlie 
face of the l^ahXavi dynasty# the Iranimi an-ied forces accpired yet 
largcx' arfCPfits of tlie latest wiapons, fJbt only did tiie sliah 
twre Mid i-iora ariss Jxit idicsre seated to be a cofwpetlfcioij .bytto^Ciefi 
arw& sUi>pXi£aiji to fuinieli hisi vitii w^iat 'iio had asikoa fcr aad o£f@r 
hill evc^n r.iorc, h mw sat of events provided J-asUficAtioiifc to the 


ti. iC.R, Singh t The fwtsiim Oilf. (lisritige mbUsher®# Cmirncmlm 

R, 38, 



«Km® ana also a r&fctanatAe 


yaar 1971, ^leh aiiM with ttse ar£t4A wittsarwiil, 
wlfen«Mi®a tl»i aai^ia Baah ym» i^eh once again provafi to Iran 
that It couia not rely aypon it« western allies. In case of * re* 
gk^nal conflict* Tm years later# in oct. 19 ? 3 , the 
mx wa® fonghti It not only hemm the tactical a^emtage® 

of newly ^ieiritilop^ pteclslois-gatdhsd staiiiMoii hat also the hsikI to 
over stock siipplle® list ttie pipeline ihxm ®iippll«f« hmsom» cSicKit:- 
eS ^rli^ a war# Mei^e# felier® was a aaS rush to hay more of sfipsry 
thl'i^ list ir®i fall #itort of aai^ltes ^Saring a shootli^ war# 

?hafc period aleo witnessed an intonal float ton® of super power aifiii 
big powers rivalry in the -M-aMan sea# p^^ojeeting an toag® that 
tXMi ww helng ®iclrel®d* ?he iini3b*sovl@t treaty of 19?l# tbe 
soviet-lrac# treaty of 1972# to® threat of z-#i»lt In Bulutoistan# 
tt» insurgency in Qnan and toe rovlet lureseoce l,n itlie north and 
in fcli« .u-abi^n sea was used to prove that Iran wjjs being delltera* 
toll encircXed and that it needed sufficient military |»w« to 
h«d3.e that cwibiaed threat#®' 


lliis paz"l©d ©Is© cssliiclded with the grot?liig‘ energy crisis# 
and ir«n ’.■»©£ not only supposed to be to assured dzppli«c' c£ petxo- 
Imm in the face of a passible #rab oil embargo# but sdao cjonsiilcroi 


f* Ibia, p# » 


U8 


t» to® * mtrnntm mrn^im of thm oil imam mi feUo oiif mi ro* 
;i»iirc««* lr«s mmn usoi posoibiiit^f of Oierrilla mt%m^ or 
tabors 111 aai aromi the oiif m m e:ieu»e ftwr mmintmUim «Jtll 
Bttmeliisfsoe or Ir mmt ’Skm to®*oc3ka attiidc in the 

Mto-al«f.!®iiieb igr e inotor hpet oa an oil tmOt&x: carrying oU C|»ro- 
toatoly Iranian) t© i»r@ei nsei to proiwt that point* 

Ihe threat of railcadtlon# a^^pwclally ccom aai th© 
caibaa prosenee in south yearn, was .alao nsea to 9:^1 ain «t ir«ta» 
presence not only in !l»f«r but ttwoughout the c»a»t of wnnthipcii 
jari^la, filsKsn aininlstratton gaw toe preen llffhfc ta^Xiois Iran a 
atore house of moiaarn «®ai»fis* 

In this reapongn the iratpl araa toitilflip has hai a chocicio* 
rei hletory. Iraq hai obtained arais texn practically all mutem 
Imjltidlng u.s.A* ■:am west 1 « always toaincr iRtsrentea in seawd^ 
Ing strategic pieces in toe Arabian sea region to wal.ntaln toelr 
si^rcnaQf and irjarJset and also Iso l®jynch a warld wid® ocwpalgn If 
aecessary* 

The awer powers are trying to disposifce wore and swe w»a» 
poiii? In these etaten in return to toe oil. Because isetywa^daya ©ij 
hno hctyjfJK* tppertant we^n or mem to %iag» toe war and this 
regfop !r ftiil of this oil, m It Is thm toint of attreetlon to 


iO, Ibid, P. ». 

W, Ibii, 40* 



wiso ar® iiiiwesfc«a in waging w«' to ciptiara feh© »«r- 
k®t mi ®et3!^i»!slJng thm ajpruBaejfv tn tJhi® r©gm‘d ll.s^s, i, 
note sllonte# teharafioir®! y#.s#s*R* ^las aiiso tafc®ir€aii'® la tft g 

rogtea tteoiigh aotw pact#, ter«ate4©,«# inaiitetea aiia ®am« aaoplias# 
lafliieaoii^ the emntxlm feowaras hSau 


no 


O^ Rtgol. of fiourcas q£ 

ttmion 

^tigfj mm mthcm^ of w«r mmarn ttiat the i^e»t ftjr tte 
»!»isopotaBiiaifi oil «»iic«s«loii hui fewiperarilf to b© abao^soaa. me 
hmne fetoitty to mm a>ir®«w@ofe it® aliioat towplefee a®. ' 

P«iii3«iioe on fiortogis mwUma mS tt to ^mmlop ® policy 

«oa omigotf m oTgmlBMtimm for oasariiig that oil aippHee war# 
toth for it® wwtifft® tofctvitie® anil ISor afterwariS®, 
F«r«i« oH b«o«i« a <n®0tloo of military starat«^y post 
wmac torritiMri^ aRiMtions, fhm wisrfcto« infeer*-^tependance of ®tx»*' 
tagy and «w,ly thus meant that parol an ciilf oU play©.a ®is ii^sor- 
tawt part In toe etolnfetea of Brltl^ ObissoiBent oil poilcgf* 

The basis of this galley had ©ireadi 'rn^^i laid# through too 
COw««®nt*© purchas© of a majority shartooiaing in the 
Pmemlm oil oaa^any* ‘ihia action# liiich 'mm Intendefi tiy the AsS» 
iilxalty to tnaire fcl» Navy against oil ©hwtagfas and high pries®# 
aw# however# greatly upset two parties wtto a partioiiiir intmmet 
in Cfeverwiient oil policy* ©f these wa« the ^glo-Persian Ossii- 
pany's great rival# shell# on btoalf of mich six Saiasal proteataa 
Mtfcarliv He a line that if a tosliwsa inas mmt^ wm 

i» m faculty in raieltsg naaitional coital through public wib- 
#«rlptiofs# and that hy becoming fl«aiicli«ily imal^mi in the 
torslan# the cavwri*B@Rt was itself entsrinsf into with 

otoer armerelcl €»ii>aiiito* mm tongietltloii wm inAtea wry 
iiffegpMtt frcRi the free ooK^titlim toe hteiralty piblicly dtoiarea 



ife wm iissietif^# i 
i#! and ttplcmafeic 


fcaciws® th® txMpaxi^ #iijoyiiig Gb'^mcfimmit finaucv 
■ ««l^ort njiaii lian® m unfair «lvantag«» 


Banr-a i^uld im m gaineii pacmanentiiy ior tafi® m&ixm finally porsisaN 
Iii3ia tf3 aapport tJse wainiaining of troops at .Atoadan* ■ 


airing the early part of tSie eanpaigii, Mesojxjfcaaia was ci»«rl.y 
»t a major fcatfelegreund# and oil# %te®th®r Pcaralai or Kosopotsfuiwi# 
was not a aajor f®«a»r in planning military starategy. ait# 
pita charchiii*® attttuite of SBpt, If 14# six mmthn later Um Jid» 
niralty tegini to incranni its preimsre on India to tlm 



liwfefcllatetsHia* m mMitigtm t» Ife® iM»i tor 
itol oil# titivo wut Motile^ lupoftwiti xmt^m isl^ Hit JiiS** 
tSmm iesttllomoiia to Itt fiiliy# »'ifcaio 

m% Mm tioi m nAiorMigo of mgphMmtmm aa^ Hw naeiix'alfey warn 
siippifttag olmiS mt ilisMlllni tossytel# a mmie 

tfioaii of ®jploaiir«a» tow Mtrtiiti -oil* Mm it, naa mt 'oisifcil 
Hiot It wm mmM Wm mmM of oa^artotiiig toluol fttm 
oil nM piro^Mtlm Old tliAis, totMo oil mo Max wmxwt oo*» 
tl&imt&xf0 mM m Hi® torsioii pliHiiiMi haa «Icww% Iswii 
tf ma^ Htt siMtoirMtSf toaMaoaa to toptrowt oa 

til® lii|»ort«ao® of ^loyiBf taMm txoop® to 43®f®«iil tim pipoila®,. 


It aam tb® AdtiHralt^ tbit In nilfi SHlS c^poooi tortbor &to«^ 
«iviKi<s «8 amrtitiwds# mimm thi® tioiaiS liplf witliarMtl of joimi 
troop® froii along Hi® pipeline nt 'i^ieiiio^# on tin® tc 

otlM' Iwsa# in ’uriting to th® tiafU note it ip it® idoar Hint ttii® 
08® onif an MnirMtif f®«r» In oet* SPIS 'i^u: i«o’to Jabitimtly 
8113 ^ m it tairiieai oot# ioifinbat pTwafauMdi' to Hie Iciog*® PriTat® 
iiocr^ar^ that i-lr UtM® sfiw in rtein^tinia in «till goioi otrong 
wd I tup® Hiat idll iooii hm oom^imA wltMfi tte iritiHi 


& liOb m trlMpb Ma* £mi am® point® of wim* boMmlng » 
tMoaosi^# ^msmm of Hi® aaoM^ioiaKitsorf nortb iMt mlm oporotlo'iw, 
m itloKt tlMTo wmm aigtt® tii«t Kiiasia too ml#it l»t Intwdiiig to 
^tvaiieo to nagbteS Uns tli» tiortb* . Hi torontMl m0 motg 


1a3 






©th«c to r^lm mitieh pm^m^ in tfm of the mBlim 

it wm wmmaaiy aecidtea that th® Brltlah farce «m3Li3 
•d««ice to Bafhaadu 1»t« c»iKsi,©a.lKin imi'at ba Jlr«« that oil, 
tom Pmemim or &pom north of Ba^haad, i^layea wy little part t« 
the isowstawAtioR®, the wliitary ha’fe tAmn place of 

wilitiirf canpatfR, 


the Me®opot«i*R military strategy mn clearly iteitos! 
onXf seesaRdary, the ^estlou arise® of lAethar it played «iy l^* 
g«ar part in the a>i?eranent»® political coissideratiioiss. 'Itwoe 
sideratioR® osR««rRei the jsitiire of the Oilf ari»tre >ii£ch vac^ 


^ided iR tuso blocs I and affected the i*ol@ region o£ mm sea. 


It may seeri*! 


aft^ m many yeai-s of iiar:d iRim'nafcioRid 


to atipport the elates of xstitiih Rationels to oil right® 
in I'ieaQpotaTita the ^rritish <sb'vertiroeQt had sodd^araly givea op it® 


resolve in ttm watter. 


M was hardly tiie case# fSogc’ ti)e faiari 


of Meec^otanla and the J^oortaaice of mitlA interests thmm and 


in Persia, the wormim ciilf and India mx® central concidteratloRs 


tor ^itain in her wilitwy Involvement in the wst* Oil we® one 


^eet of the ctsestlon, Persian tlalf having special tesiorfci3 


i« outlet fcr the oil supplies of s.s, tela tSaough fxahiisi s « 


In view of lord Fisher. Bit lord Kitchc-im and jatalraj. t;iZ' i-feiay 


^ladkiKiri lAile feel 


that British occupation of i'ite»£ot«aia and 


Its hlRterl^d 'soiiid indeed fecUltat® the ^^orltlng of mteeritls to 


<tola Minor and p«»tect British interests in feral a, mm tMs m 






Pi 


\<i 


E-.yr 






fniy aw &t^m% «i©n0 matijf. m ©nent, tlw scfcesio »pi>©©i» 

iion fsrom otter mmhma of war «»»|.tt«i® aaa wae topped, 
terwigh fo-ar of mmeM teatuii^ to it its ttea of war. 


franch gmm roelprocal aaairaitees ta maintain, in tlioir «^®ctl 
r«gton®* oac* otitars «idstlN»g oonteasioiiis, rlglst and priviii^Qs. 


1 2* ifariMi Kmt# oil and »^ire# 9. %M 







oil oooc^sJon waa ioaa^l fca bc^..a 
,f4ii '^mg&lnlm woutcacr betweoii tis® tm s^vacmeiits in Umix iim-. 

po#fe«%®r fc®Qf*:ttioiriii3L ii®@oii4*itSoiiif* 


Us© l•3©»pot^lroiall oil ooiitlmoa to bo an to^ort«iti 'b»d&- 
fTOiMiS csoooiiterafcloii for ttm Brlti^^ <3bverrari«ifc and reir<aiii«d m 
for the rest ©f tite war*- irlfeaias intorost.* in the i-}e«pot«ta 
and bb© lurablan ae® ri^lon hms haiKe ^roat tapQii;''tiiii€© atr'atoft'irsaily 
and cseo-politteally. Tbero was & groat valuo of ir«»w€jnao oiJL 
area* of this whol© rggiofi tbafc it p&Bmm* It wa« l»ll«vodi tlwat 
tho «r«a fma point of 'wlm of oil t»ight daciite th« bAtXut idiat 
fSTMico wm fighting for w«a this ragioa, ^ oth« band fch® Gm»» 
ii«iy was alas ®ai« t® ©cttipjr this ragion to iMipoae hm influaics 
on feb© oa®tw®rd nations ©f Britirii ^^ira# an toportant ols^csctiw® 
of Gsrinan military operations in the rag ion. 


A^iral filade emphasised the iir^rtanc© «i£ oil to tho ^i« 
ralty in 31 oet* 1916 m& of securing control of all oil 
rights in I4ej»plsfc«ila (Iraq), «bwait, Balacaln and Arabia. bate 
in ‘die war, ;fb3R cnestion of. defining war aim© waj? mmim 
fox i.3l£;ctii..3ior4, .jlada Jbroajhfc all his ideas togetl)»;-r In a losg 
pap'Ca-' entitled i?efcfol©nm ^situatton in the ilrltlsh ghplre*, 

which Ite wrote for the Adnirailfcy on 23 July .I&IC, In t^;i« pa|>.ar‘ 
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ti© mmmima tha p»oteiaa« and aouxcaa of nrlfcich oil fei®l 
and cancliiiled that "ife is evident tli;^ tste power fcliat contxole 
tlio oil land® of Jhsrsia Mesopofeasiia id.il mntrol fete «»urcs 
of mpplf o£ fch® wajorlfey of the ll«pia fuiel of ttue &tiar€s* . . * 
ISrlfealn mmt tterefcre *at all coot® retain tel 3 on Uie Vexsiaa 
end M@ioj,M>t.amlan oil field® and ai^ otter fields i?-: 3 d.»fe 

In fete iirlfciiii ai^lre and she ffliist !»t allov the infciriifiofi In any 
fowti of feriegn Intssceefes# hotseirer fnu^i they Piay Ise* 

tfe 'feient. on to declare that "ite Intarest that Is moEit Inlnlcal to 
ttrltish control at tlie pieeenfe tliiK; is tte Foytf- '•lifedi Con'ii^iany*# 
with it® cjotitiA’allinii iat^est in one of Gic test li\>or tent; so . 
caHed arlfeibk mmpmk%B\ ihie txanpm^ was in Intlmut# rolafelon® 
nifeh ««. eierBiaiiy, and to ailgw it an iatoi-est in i»ai®ia md t4&m>» 
jiofeaRila Wild be sinonymons with use isting rarlteiri® oncftile®, 

dla.3e*i? paper# lAlch wa® endoiroeii strongly lay the Jdmlrsl- 
ty aa a «©e*il O'>atrihiitloa to both the general aiseiissloa of 
oil ©I ©I s^onreoF;# and the diacueston on, war ®ha®# wa« clrculafcedl 
by Sir f-ln'ttlc« seoretary to taie St^erlal r» cabinet. lie 

regarded the retf»feioii of the oil-bear lag regions in f-tetej^tarnla 
and Persia in hand® m well as a prtaper strategic tainiary 

to cov^iff tlw as a Grifelsh war tie alrio r«»ir«riicfiaea[ tljat 

beifoire pewe was discussed arltaln rfioaia obtain posnesetoii of ell 


IS. Ibid# »• It S. 
:IS. IbW, I*, las. 



ttia recfions in ItempotiaiBla afn3 tl’M’jy 

»af %ie chief of fche Air staff# MaJor-oairraO. 

entorsed ©lade’s view® aiid reoonanessdatloMi ’tjith all possible 
«»piiaeis** s '^m conoideaced that ’the vmy eid.6fc««o of the 
|j| 0 |>ix© will depend In feh® first iiiatanc# i^>n aerial eiipriaa^y** 
Slade had stown that S‘®rila and «®»opotfiiila held the ^«rid*is 
largest oil reserves* It Is essaitial that »tf^s lAall b@ 

t^m to rrionopoliae all insslbila sapplis^ hmtlm. tlm mmt in 
whicdi it is tontalned mat be safiaguarded ly a tildo belt of 

territory between It and potential mmim* 

Jbur# sas? flada’s T'l'cssrrnendation!? as re'jreiooting am 
entirely teperfligtlc Ate, This would give iSritaiii mat of 
the oil-tearing regions* “Hip fhrlcgn .'.'eoratwy ^3alfoar declared! 
that ttere wre pamm^t in slade’a mcmi^randura dwal witb 

content ln»is cpestlonr. of oil compair^ ix^litics# and thought that 
ol»de*s open testlltty tD^.®fds the Boyal mtcli group lad to 

be reavd ar an o^arte statement on aidialf of tte iwglo-pi 3 !r«i» 
cwipaiiy, ife ecirllei' reff«'€id tliat toe oil bfiaring district® of 
MeeUiMtafiiia ana Persia are of very great natlanao. ts^rtarsca to 


»?’S?'sr ally) declared that the* llritr-.it* s C!ilc£ 
f wsro csre3t.?d by wMch though still 

■ivV^ ^ ii*t ic i nntrxvfTient# Tvas h#^storiO'jiHy oat of W 


it* iMd# r* lac 





m 


|i:. ■• 


m 


m 


rpt 


I i* TA-'i 


ns 


tim SmBi&mwlf ©« wtmm m poin^a ©«t ai» that merrn 

wm ® vital aeceasity for the ^itidh S^plre to i^ecjir© the f4ea»pa«-. 
tmlm settl«ent lAicIi wmu mt m&mmm: owr faellitte fer ©h- 
taiialiig oil firom this regioii, 

British C3av«riia«iit tot afters to «str«|i® It® ally 

mm& tt»« h»i to secure & imatiiallf acse^^ti^bi® revleloii of th© sgfre®* 
Bieut of s^fScesw Float or an^ other iis thl® context* Bat otoFteo®- 

Xf It was desirable to do so a® stronsf a position a® poesllsle, 

Xn astdltlon# the iiattor ira® lir^feiit# for there tdcm eeswed to be a 
food chance of msiciiis peace with her opponent. It wa« Mdertaic^i 
also to put Britain In m strong a bargaining position as posslM© 
ior negotiating peace ^th ^iraces- and a roorganisation of th© 

Fioot s^a®iient with Rratoe. Oil '^as not specifically itientioiied 
but the succecdifig negotiations with Erance toclc place# mic^© It 
plain tost It was an in^orttot factor in Britain's wish to maintain 
influence over this region of ArabiM sea.. 



t, mm & pre-war attempt at ensuring natio- 

RBl intm:mBtB hy tains oir« th® R^r® thm willim »«|lo-?er«lan 
Oil Coiupony, .British Cavernment-ou Compaiy relations auring the 
hmc wore esseatlaiiy a wafcfe«ff of tt-itiah wmmk iorlogii iiitmejte, 
War laad© the problem of finbins a genarai ar-itleii oil i»ilc^ giax« 
acaite# for th® of th© wrltlaii brapir'e an torlegn# and 

partlailaly on ^mrican, oil became more marteil anb dlsqbietitig- 
2t s@0ood ti'crefcre to fcite british toveriiBient tiiafe tiia iooat ga i t# * 
bi® way of solving the problem -triuib km to attempt to tociny Iwpor- 
taut mriogn all interests amber iSritish oimtxal.. Mlisd to Uti® 


It was in tte s'iMiaat* of iilS that tl*e <|Aesti-Ki of aaialgaaia- 
timg toe o:^:up&ales aippiyiiiQ 'Britain's oU first £n July 

02 «», lit,!# i£i conjanctlom with it® plane &r eap-ilying to toe 
/AUalti & large ejaantity of Borneo oil# Valuable for toiaol 

«traQ«,ii>x<# diell tab inaae an important piopoaaj. bc> i-dfnlralty, 

Sxt£actiii£. toluol &Qm ambe oil loft a large reslt^ie 98. 5S1 

of to be ai^eeb of in toe marie et# anb imk&rtt, for 

tsrm&mrtlm toe oil to Britain for toluol esetr action mwes acafc«ly 
#l»rt# to® c.«3¥eriTOemt using toos® belonging to shcll.^® Hi© txxmm 


•I'd Miriam KiWt# oil anb ^Ixe (ih® M«D-»Millan freas i4ia,# 



profxssesi# tesrefcre# that an araalgamation m mxMQfea wlfclk fche 
iMXTsati oil ccropaRy# the chief jwppliw ol the inS-ari Xciro&eise 
R«i&£t, » as to pJ:^ovl^te the iiece«s«:^ tafit stai-a®© and refioiug 
lacilitleE, afad a mmket fch® hy-pjcoduct®. 


excefiiioii Of shell s in partlcailar ow&t the j^ersiati 

aii4 aaiachistarj ai^ aaicr lij It alas a <il@gp*i®ed threat iso 

British ihtetasts in Mesipotaiaia, E¥er since shell's first 
approaches to the Oiveromaat, in imu* the Aatoiraity had In fact 
ooosisfeefttljf liiadced its -^jpl Icatioris for oil eoiicesetons in 
Barraa, on toe groaiiiJs of the company's sa^€%>fciaoiiity to ioriegfi 
Inflasnce# and toiea toe reJ«tion o£ its latest proposal was 

lO 

liaraly a sariirlse, * ** Cd.nproiprtise uolation was reached toy the 

«nd of toe year# and# Unygh not mitix&ly eafcisfactory either to 
shall or to the ^Ailralty# Isad at least the raerit to tl» AAniralty 
©f avoiding a stic-ll^-iJiiwaah oil ownpany awalgamatlon. 


ifowever# the cpestlon had not been settled# only intooitaced, 
'Hie basic i&sae was toat of enuring the Tiritish character- of tlie 
firms auppiyimj ilcitaina oil. In maetliigs la Jaswaxy laHis with 
toe twn main iiritito coapaaies in tolved# tl^e Qjt'wmmivnu 
presented the soriegn office and toe h^ir^ty. oangi'jt. 
detailsad ¥iew» on bow an "all-iaritisii oil oompany® fTiigbt be stit 


It. Xtoli# F, l» 
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which is iiot in Idle intccestt ot tlu.^ atan-fc, he »A«tiert«ia fcl'iafe 
a partly iiitisli olJ cwpao> c*uld mt pirovide ujJviiiAayiis# 
pcxiical-'ii lj> t^iat ai of lAipplioti, Ujat x-fGHi yrofie-rcd In 

hie j.chLi.i4.« if a-itirji vOvcrniumt \»oa3.d inella%< Ici; uttita^e 
tov4,4jit; lii.?;, iotoii Collcagao© he wa© tiity muld mctv.qjt nk» 
whiQh \m-ilil go an be a great aicceas. 


lafcar ^¥snts wr® to show that this wa» rath« fcas large a 
pil.1 fcr th© Chverrimeist tsa ©waiXow. The Qo'wmnmmt war, ntill sao- 


piclouc of and io any maltn it 5»eto%«il m tte mmlish 

»i&& of tte Royal aafcch*s|^cll groiap^ l®t alone fef?© Aifcch ©Islei 
Mlm* it© gnaraianehii-j of the Ao^lr^9er&im oil cwppaof vm too 
rwseat for It to tee aaytiilwi tat piofcecttw of It© SepoBaent 
which in mi\ 191^* ^joalng ite »raeat fiiiittesS a 

c*rij3« coo*x« 'tiia- c^mp-my \/iots» Uj trs/r o££toc; tiiat iiailug 

t\m cam w^'-athex its ci-.-xjiiO'sjical ■>'Sic4't in lic.j'jOpctx'Jis h:3U fcuaS 
f atjwii r'.olc? .iaaicationc oil in tih© j.iai.K'a iii® 

wm mt, however, intenMm tx» file an application iox the area# 
einc® In view of the ferlegn office* « lettex of 15 teov^xm- last* 
the company andicstood that It would te@ given the omiplefee oil 
xights ovei mny poxtion of the* 'AyiiSciah fciifilxe which may come 
under iaritiah influeiicii* Hit# as a guide to its present and fu* ' 
tux® es^loxatlon work in Mesopotamia fox the Adtanixalty# tl« o»i<* 
pany wished to te® advised if th© ahove understanding of the posi- 
tion is ooxxect* 

Ibwevfx sympathetic the ferlegn office may have* appeared 
to th€' ^^gl4>»:wt!-laR infccrerte# the latter asiild barrtly have 
a stoplt# af CS*i;atl‘ye miz-:i'T tc; theia cMu»r<^« tlfc.li 
lii'ttf'X o ti'icr: satila afcte;'4.'.fe tc> at: an 

©ifch.-.itity t'.e vl'iicl'i they oralr^ vritUii 

x-W!ieLt sGKct lot: to l:mgoi' olslvis tb-xc. tij-; cs^irsaiiy ‘iUiH 
gxfifltC'-d# iati'SK' z-^ff *4.?? lrtit»:x«*ii.Tp«‘iT.ental uoxi'CBci©i?i-. 

deiiea tl.mt %m to l'X;t for ti:5:ec rmnZh&, buC thi.i !«.«« of pos^t- 
wm, policy that It raised wm to pervad© all mim&cfs.mic 

thiiislfif on xelatton© with thc^ oil «»i^anlee* 
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i Instacuweisfcal in changifig thi 

. ia the opijosite dlreistion to that 

i»rt®fn offic® felt that it wmM to* 


®i®n the tiaxiiah mmjpmim 
mitpmniem. Hence tl» iortegn 
to eararoliie vAsethm^ the Itoyai i 


ft wasp teslrable 
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niid^r arlti^ mntmu m amalguRaliioii with th@ itajcto* and 
imlMmBlm ^mpmimm, or othwwls®. mm prm»mt mmmt. hm 
«olt, was 03ifcr«iely opportain® §am fsarwlng such a doireio^orife? 
«h«ll trnmmm feh« l«|@a ana the fo-wernBenfe shiwia tsic® advantage 
of th® company's present patriotic ana neXf-sacrlflcing tscmm of 
wind, the pre«w« Mesopotwlan negotlattons afiorilea an ejcwpie 
of the emhasraeament which waa caused «» this apartment in deal- 
ing with ® company lllce the i^glo-Saoian Petroleum mtMpmxi^ limited 
which# thou#i Sritiah in dcmilcile# is in fact rontrolled Ssy the 
hoyal aitch company, me® the war was over# and in order to 
avoid OKman eroncmlc penetration of ihe region# oonceaaions 
should h® handled a aritigh grewp, mt added Grey# ffeitlwr 
the iurinah nox the ^inglo-Parsien oil csjwi^ai^ li^pear to dicijos® 
of tlie wtoiwiic Independence# the areas of supply# or the oemwer— 
eial ahllity to enable them to .&ilfil the necessary condltioiis* 

Parker* s private views on the matter ar® even 8»re illujaiaatlng., 
jyi can i3e seen frw a departmental minute he %«ote# he m hcdld 
strongly that the &rlagn office could not allow either the Rio- 
ter si « or the a* ,«rcy group an oil wonopsly# even in Baghdad and 
elsewhere. Parte pointed out that AAulral slade# who is a dire- 
ctor of the M^glo- Persian oil company# is unable to mm anytibiijg 
fettt perfection in that cmtmmy and he contrasted this with the 
i^inion of lord Znehci^p®# who said that the best thii^ vm could 
do would be t© got th® whole thing tiic@n over# on tffira®# ty tha 
shadl and run on sound ccwmwrclal lio®®*. 

SS. Ibid# p. 130, 

Ibid# P, 130, 



Parker was not wouq,. at tbi® ttoe totli the Bbar^S of 
fraJ® and tti® .^Iraltjf mm no ad-viaitag® for British Interest® 

In fete onl^f sort ©f amaiganafeion acham® ibat tbe intsarasts 

immmma, lurfeter fete Board of trade togefeh^" with feti© India 
Office# £®ifc febafe fete <»wi«>*Per®i«8i compm^ ted good gxmmd® &»r 
claJteting prioxifey for oil xi<^fe® In Meaopotariia# ttei^h not In 
otter part® of fetie Ofeti»aii %ipi£-«« 


The jsAilrelfey*® are worth <|iofelisg In momm ftefeallo* 

Conceroite <Qreaiiwa^*s claims# the deparfeRieiit declared that it 
apprlclated tte iirtpo^'taiKw of giving provisional con®id®r®tion to 
the Mesopotewlan ©ll gtieetlon# and agreed that sappoJP^s 
Axc^ gxoop in the sphare to whlcb the promised eonceeeion® jrelafee 
alioiild not eadsend to other tearrifcories.**.** .where otter arltiiii 
inter ®®fcs hcee prevtoosly tosen awippo^’ted, it waintatned# more 
etsroiigly than ewr# ifee lil4 atfeltoS® tewrds tte rival cmpanies 
and did not hesitate to poiht out the ch«ge that; had t^«i place 
in feri^a office fehifftlng since the previous Deceiiba:. The 
miTAtf stressed that oil ftiel is of tech vital importanca to tte 
arifct)^ ?iavy that hords are not prspared feci trust eatirely to 
the good will and self-interest of cofisnerclal cwnpanias tor the- 
iiteseesaxy «^loit*feion on iidiich ©implies d^end. lurtdier the 
deparfemeafc thought that it doe® not seem possible that aay cone#- 
estonc to IS.M. Govwwient which the shareholder# interest s in 
their vast coital would peimlfe the liifechNshell group to make 
y'C-uld be in the sXighte®t degrse ocwwienterafe® with th® giving over 
fch» of a privileged positice ted righto of l«i!i®n«e oofwiarcial 




iral.«« In luaia# Parei® mS Mmmp&tmitu 
Btrom irnepm^mt gjwip in ^em r«gte 
nml act of 


ox con^any raoiganlsafeion that wild Iwet s«rw 
arifealEi*8 interesta# saiggasted th® .^iralty, wnia tm that &m- 
hliiiug ® ciosair natoa of aritish gacoups wit* str®ijgth®n«a ctoww 

meat iaflueoc® th@ ac<|4isltteo of a ooBtxoll diar© in the iiiir 
wah oil csasipiny ijy the Xnaimi cawameiit* 


ox^ cxnnpany reorganleation fell, preffisrea 
that the t«> main a^ecfcc of tjr m&tter# of Wesopotamlan oil 
claiina ana Royal Outiii-sheii reorganlsafeloii ^uia be ileal fch with 
a^arately. The foriegn office was obllgea, thexetore# to seiia 
an interim reply to the ^lo«P®rslati oil Cewpeny. it Iniotiaea 
the «Mfjany that the Qbwrrmient not prepared to e^preia tin- 
i^iallfled assent in the wl*i elates ajteawed £« the company’s 
letter# Imt thet the whole ^eatlon would tm concldered at a later 
dat® tiihen pollticid condittoiie are alt^ed and sjore settled* itJli- 
tie*! csondlttene meant the irrangement# Iwsluded in the sykeo- 
ticot ?grc>«»ont* on that ground alone# mmn had then® teen i» 
other reason®# it wa* Suc-aeoary Idhat the i«®lo~i^r©iaiii oil cwjpany*® 
Li claiia he treated with great clrcusii^iwtlofi* The OM^any# 
,pvf:-Li«2taM,y# wa® i»t satiefied wiWi the mmm It wm gieen but 






3 . Ibid, P. 131 , 


cwald obtain nothing ilxm&t,- It was on «iiB note fclsdfc the inter- 
departmentai corre^ndence on M^opofeamia ended ior the thm 
l»lng* mnU'&ltf 20 June 1916, recsognised that no sefctl»:iRt of 
this c^aestion, %*ich regard as of the very greatest iwf>orfcarice, 
can im effected until the political situ^lon in ttiat xog-k^n l« 
Eiore defined* Attiou^ separate consideration of thu ciaiiis of 
th« b Arcy group had tHis ter^rarlly to be set asldi^ the 
rrwent cjontlnued to e»wlne the possibility of reorganising fclw 
oil owiipwlea, l-bwewsr# Mesopotamian oil elates could newer he 
ocMapletely e«laded fim these dlsmssloriB# since Ifooopotaila and 
Sersla uere ftsndanental to the Alralty’s attitude towards tlm 
all cwajaanles* 


TIms tocU'd of ttade conaidcr-ftd that a purely lleltirfj Coitipaiiy 
or comMnafcian OLJUld not KTovide aifilciont srppllee or facilltlos 
to meet the lanpii'e’s naesds, Any ef festive cowbinatlon met include 
the i^yal Cufcct>*tthell, ^ritiaii cEsncxol io tiie Ci%)ital and 

mm^jamut o£ th-;^ awU' uad^:fc^liig fl3a4;t be eaSJtrad. thla scheift® 

iiiipc'i ..ai ojLi c*.^si\,<>4auy, ao 4 ajsublnitiori uf rtr;gl ,>-f,:.sXDn *-'ctxol.Ajri 

' 2-5 

ana .Juriuaii uix < 4 AJige. 3 . *' ■.hlch 'm Z17. ::rtticjb .md 

4 #/; toTiiinance of the maaborcjhip amid he 

oi'itui’iib U't;<-.ugL «,ha creation of l&itish totirig tract. ‘11-4 O^virn- 
Mtt ;aaiit tecidfe*, not vJiotl-ier saaetliliig »re advantagi^ous touAd 
i»t hij ar‘aittd, tot wtofchsr on the %diale fcJrie schiifi«, ....presfeats 


1S8 


graatar aavimtagas thai. auaraatiira policy of ^Uoiog to 
any arrwsenent at all, ana rldcing the oonwiiienciw. 

Tin ^iralty iasn®a an alfeernatiw acheni® iSrawn up lay 
Mlmam. ifie A^nir^fey objactaa that the of «h«i® 

neither e«luaea mri^n inauenc® mm thm new o«p«iy*s policy 

nod iiiOT®g«ent, nor portectea the conaumier. ^6 ^ 'monopoly 

m»«ia he OTeafeea that the itseli interests 'would dofninate. it 
ffJOTestea the formation of a nat.l0nal oil thmugh «nad» 

giff^atton of the Anglo- Persian ma aimah oil «30R|>afiie». Mstri- 
huttng f«!iliti#a would be provided by ireconstifaiting the British 
l»eti»letiRi Ctow^any m ms to bring it under British ct»veri*i«it con- 
trol. Tin ..l^lralty declared that as a remit of »udh a reorgan- 
isation the arltish Qoffpantas nouli absorb shell# instead of shsl,l 
in effect ahfiortoliig the iritish oB*fipafiie&, fhe iiiglo-Psrsi m oil 
company %ouid then proceed to develop the Persian# Mesopotmiian 
and cither British oilfield® and g«a®rally mafee the .firltiish ai^tr© 
and l.tp dependfncles aelf-mpporting with regard to oil supplies 
and diftrllutioe, ait tteough the memoraisiaain of 1 § October the 
AA^Sxalty declared Its m|wrt of the principle of a durmah-eteli 
WR#lgematloii on the basis of the Board of TScade*® ixshcm®» it 
turned th^it mf att«pt to panh the goods of my one coffi>any in 
preference to those of the Anglo-Perslan oil can mt# 

under any circssmstaiices# be tolm'ated* Hewever# the cabinet coaKil— 
tt€» in Its meeting on I «sv,.# improved mm Board ©f trade *0 ecl^e 


2 ^* IMd# P, X$ 2 * 





m& wtterisea that d^artJBent to coBtiiw® its atgotiattofw.th®®® 
hrolce dmm o^mx the cpestton of caoceiiing the Risrlcating agxi»neiit 
befcwe-eh the Ahgio Persian oil caompan^ ana the m^imtic 


Iher® was on® m^ll flnievj ov« the ejection of an ‘oli- 
Qritlsh oil OCTTpimjr* at tJ» ena of 1911,^ mim was ap.«i£©a off 
1:^ GSreenw^ s gp«»ch at ti^ aninal wwiting of the '^nglo-Prarnliai 
oil coifipaiiy on 3 Dec. 191*1. %le, h® ©aid, shonld toa 
controlled, like the Mglo-parsian and ^es from foriegn taint of 
ani' kind to develop ollfieida emtsid® the ’icitish idos and absorb 
ail the existing SrltiA oil prodneir^ ccawpanieB. TUt the rfovwm 
sient denied the fcrmatlofi of «ich a aampany viac being considered. 
In fact the ObverwR^iant Intereeted In Invactlng a large finance 
(inon^) in their compaii^ to undily Inflacwce trade connections and 
mmic priority tor material®, m my 1:318, Cbverrtr.ent inveatlgab- 
ion® into the cfiestioa of oil cceipany aralginnatleR vrere rejs»,tm®!5# 
along the lines of the Board of *hcad€*E 1916 rcwwpsendafcion®. ^ 
These iovostlgatlons m ^ere part of a definite attew^ot by the 
Cbvenfment to ewlve a general oil policy. 

Ill 1911 a sp^lal organiaation had beai fomed ynder the 
dir-©etton of sir Cadman, Dntil that time aadri govariment deparfe- 
had mn its ©wa oil affatrsi but the wartim© pressiixo of i^a— 
patlng clatoa on a constantly dapletad towj^e w&sst that 


ai. Ibid, W. 13^ 
»• Ibid, P. 133, 
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becoming ©seentlal* *me«e effiorte were made 
to co-ordinate oil matters by reducing «d recasting tbe vari- 
ous existing oil ccmrolttees and as a result the Petrolwra exe- 
cutiiJe ww brought into being in aecembar and given advisory 
powers and powers of executive action#^ But it was found 
difficult to work satisfactorily without, some sort of national 
poiJ-®2r guida. Ihl® was m partteilarly in religion to th® 
gov^ivnent*8 attltufte to oil esxi^anies# British aid foriegn* 

2t was decided to set up a a|»®clal oownittoe to consider cpee- 
tlons of national policy Mid reppon the oil csw^aiy netotlations* 

1h© investigations were undertaken by a oowmlttoe set up 
in May 1918 by waiter long (Colonial secretary# «id Minister 
inchMtge of Petroletmi Mfairsi* Meeting under fte chairman- 
ship of lord iftf-CDurt was instructed to ©ncplre into and advise 
his Mai®Bty*s GbveriMent on th® policy to to followed to ensure 
adecuate supplies of oil for naval* military tod industrial 
purposes* waiter long pointed out Britains present dependence 
on the 'USA for about of her oil supplies # and tto cons®- 
«|uent power America would have ovac acitain if she dioclded to 
b© unft-iendly. Wm most importMit fMStor was the Britains 1917 
oil shortage# resulting from tosmy submarine tostion against 
tankers* 

39. Ibid# P* 133. 

30. Ibid# F. 134. 

31. Ibid# F. 135. 


mitm long advised thm coHwlttee that the oil situation 
must h® most carefully reviewed and that ways and mewss insist 
h® itevised toy t^ich w© can attain a reasonably eelf-suisportlng 
position itar the future, Thereftwr© the cowaittee will find It 
necessary to consider sdiat steps should be tiScen to secure 
control of as much as posslbl© of the world supply of natural 
petroleum and In this csonnection It will be Important to exa- 
mine the share ^hleh British capital Is now taking In the ex- 
ploitation of oil fields In his Malesty*® dcaatnlons Mid In 
forlegn countries, and to consider how far the operation© and 
policy of the llreat oil groups are In acoord with Inperlal liv 

The €xmnLttm examined closely that all Britldbk oil hold- 
ing© in the effort should be evolved toy a tore ad British Policy, 
It was i^solutely vital to the arltlih ihplr® to get a firm hold 
of all possible sources of Fetrolet^ supply and the Government 
would welcome the Introduction of any aich meaiwres In tl^ 
dominions as may tMid to this end. Production In the Empire 
was aaall Mid unlikely ever to be able to meet the demands of 
Britain© eafiandlng oil technology, An effort was mad© through 
the negotiations with the Poyal butch diell group (th© only 
great oil group) to bring this under aritli^ Gbveriment control. 
It 8«med already that In MxeptaiAe terais the group might toe 
willing to cane under British control, in time th© negotiations 
brought about an agrement to transfer the group from Butch to 
’ir it ish Control, . 



__ 


shell offer froir 
is tim Mitiah c 
of that company 
lug In her Inter 
rei that goverrgn 
their canpany ha 
retair^d md Bri 


prefer this to h 
Oil Company# as 
not surprising t 
perhaps# haim be 
Samuel# and Cmg 
man of the Burma 


mtm more «i3dous for a settle** 


'litiich Meadpotamia was to play a majler | 
of war had brought Mesopotamia much mx 
w4h of military and of political acti 
predicted. British Cbwrmant had tri 
tuation and a national oil policy begai 





sisage© o£ wrKlng this out. It seemed undeniable 
that the twin objectives must be to obtain control over both 
ei«»lles and suppliers of aritisli oil. The realisation that 
departmental oil policy committees needed to be etreanlined 
and coordinated led to the setting of the Petroleinn E»ctti 
Ive and the Petxolexm Ispwrial policy CScmmittee* oil policy 
m dicers came up with tlvi solution of trying to obtain ^itli* 


end almost every piece of land within it was occupied to pre- 
vent the hostile European powers fcws establishing bases* Opto 


34* B©sin#S# V#K, Power rivarly in Indian ocean# s* Chand & 
Co.# im** MOW IBlhi. p. 18. 

3S* Ibid# F. 18* • 









contimiea feo ij® a predam In anfc colonial and 
mmsc in most area® of tte «*abiayn «sa. It wae th® 

It conld lesitimately te said that Britannia 


in and in tt» Arabian sea also# with 


tooth entr^ces. ^@n assumed the Importance it possessed dur 
the time of Egyptian and Arabian navigation in the Arabian «®. 
and it may he well said that the Sues Canal became# as events 
developed# the strongeat liiik in th® Chain wMcjh bound India 
to Britain* 


36* Ibid, P* 19, 



Brifealn's «ipr«aaey rnaaiwiil iin«|a@®fcjLoii®i3^ i»r 
b«gao to foe chal longed Jsy oermany* QKwatiy pl^iaodi to csreafc® 
a nayy strong enough to make a conflict on the eoa a dangoroas 
propoeition for Britain toy causing econswiic paralysis aaid 
effective blocSkades, The Construction of the canal had stra- 
tegical aspect alao«. It restored the import anoa of the tradi- 
tional Bed sea Route to Europe# lhat was a famous highway owwr 
which^ practically the entire trade of ]Qndia with e&xx^js^ had 
passed till Vasco m c«a arrived at callcut and opened the 
C^e route# with the opening of Canal* India and the m^lm 
sea foeewe many thcmsands of miles near^ to the E^ncopeaii bases 
of pow«c and osnae^^ntly# along with «t ui^ecedent^ develop- 
ment of trade* it also in witnessed more effective control of 
the Arabian sea routM# 

Earliar* th® English had no territory on j^oras of 

of Persian GUlfi but since they had almost a monc^ly of 

the maritime commerce in the Oilf and were responsible itor th® 

eecurity of navigation, they claimed idBi political supremacy 

there# ihe Britain tried to resist by all means In her powr 

the att«|>t of any ofeh«r nation to establish Itself on the 

shores of the c^lf# Iha visit of lord Curson to th@ Oilf in 

1903 was meant to femonstrate Britain*® politicjd control ovaor 
Tf 

It* At the time of the Anglo-Russlan convention of 1907* 


37. A#f* rodd* A Short History of the British Empire# CJ*m* 
Dent 4 sons# london* 19^^# 







sides. Thus the aritaliis preseiiee in Egypt was deemed to b® 
Tltai tor l»r Interests* Britain also warned ftissia during 
Russo-furkliis war in 1877 that any attes^t to blocikade the ca- 
nal route to® regartod by her as a menac® to Indian and a grai® 
injury to the ccsmmerce of tfm liorld. ihe Canal had in- 

dtepensable to the British Empire in the Arabian sea x^egion. 
Britain declared Egypt a|*iot®ct©rat® on 18 Dec, 1914, ihus^ 
the aritieh iicc|i 2 ired a toll control owr the vital suea route 
to India through Arabian sea and accomplished her long-eh@ri»h@d 
aim of cxaiplete seairity of her trade routes passli^ ttirough 
the Arabiiin sea and Indian oeea^si also* 
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“to 6«Jtegu;srd Jieir tel»jf®8tai in till® reglou# sJ»e cofisldeir*- 
®a it ®s8®»tlal to maintain a iarg® naval iSorc® in man^ m In 
©felT®r places of strategic Importaaice in tl» -MraMaR aea, TJie 
arifclsti po%«r ilia fight mug other western poi«r® ana Inaien® 
also t© get control of fltr® ian ®alf they hal maa® s®ir®ral 
fights with ^abs sa»@rtea hy other western powwr® agaHset 
to the Britishers in this region. m@y wn victory after 
victory. British haa movea fast enough to give the entire 
aefence rii% a cast iron character. All the vantage points in 
east Aflcica ani South west Asia and soutliern coast of linSlan 
ocean had been captured by the British. Tte new rival, oer- 
niiffis never «o<|iir®d anything like a maniciiig stature# aftiar the 
old rivals were either eliminated or cut to siee. flhan a 
master strcke# the ^Itish turned the Sue® Canal Into a British 
highway# the Indian ocean became almost a British l^e and 
Fabian aea wae a part of that lake. Britain's coimnand of the 
Ocean and of the sea was undli^uted aynd now becen© unchaHenged 
also aft^- tl» defeat of all rivals in the region* was 

Ji^it the time for India to beccw© an 'csnplre* and fey the Brl-* 
tlsh Qrowi to ac«^lr© the title of * emperor *, 

But just at the inning of 20th century British sea 
power became challei^i^le and Japan# Russia# America iwid 
many entered the naval race and during the t the 
E'-uianarines managed to penetrate through the defence ringa that 
Lxltaiii had established around the ocean and sea. ^ Again : 

SB. i^K. Chopra# India and th® Indian ocean# {sterling ftibli- 

ahers Pvt.i4d, mm Dslhia F.58* 
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was csrxvairy sfcarfe®^ among variott® powers ibr position® 
of control or influence in the ocean* llie X*© m had been 
ee«iei2 to go mm the control of British and some pieces 
of lana in tto sea had been captured To^ the rlirals* l!tm natt* 
ons now m^e a bid to be ddainatlng «© more resourceful . 
thiw ^ifeain who carried out conguests to the past and pumsi® 
much wider ©bj|ecti¥e® there* 


Italy was also eager to dominate the Indian oceai, w1p«o 
F abian m& was a part and put to her claim for what ever the 
future may unfold* international rivalry had begun to show 
and capture the this strategical ly Important ©c»« bear in® a 
most important tratto route and a 1 life: for East and i^st. itor 
this purpose iTanc® established herself at Jibuti in the Ead 
sea region# Just across ^n« Italy developed the colony of 
Eritrea and b@g« ejcamlning the possibilities of developing a 
naval base at Massawa* 


She also claimed political interests 

in the territory of Ymm on the ^ibian side of the Eed sea# 

thertby threatening the safety of the vital British centre of 

Aden* Germany# not through the Atlantic and Aft- lean exjast# 

wiMted to enter into Indian ocean and Arabian sea but thought 
the other sroute idtloh was the Bed aea route* 


Medltarraneiui and eea both w«re seaared and contoo*- 


llad in any case by arltato# so through this side also she had 


3i* IC.WU FannSScar# India 6 The Indian ocean# F* 74* 
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m chance of gettiR^ enfsry, therefore fEww the aide of leader 
©he i^proached to get direct eatrsr into the f^rsiw Qulf. SM 
Slade a direct rail route connected Berlin with Baghdad and m 
attesspt to outflauSc tdie seaD ^ Itile rail rout® would hw® 
enabled it to regdin the teiaortance it had lost and provided 
oerwany idth a eafe backdoor entrance into the ^trabian aea. 

tt^ Itesopotimia valley has been a atxat^lc cenfxe in 
viatic hietory* It had been the ©eat of powerful Empire® like 
Nlnevah and Babylon and Khalifa® of Baghdad who ha© in£ltt®nced 
the sea In the earlier Siirpriaingly the Pcrsliei Qilf had 

been converted into a protected naval area from which the mas^ 
tery of the sea could be challenged was uttosrly is^ioasltde foar 
a power iske €»rR»«iy whose Ikwi® land was far away from there. 

Tte "^htrkish Empire was also not in a position to help the Oer** 
man allies to work through it* The ettiadc on Mesopotamia* 
undertaken accroes the sea from bases in Indian could no doubt 
have been effectively prevented* if the sch«i© had roaterlalisad* 
But the agspc'soive action to challenge the mastery of the s©a 
would have bsen lii^ssible* 

Oreat Britain sailed the sea® of the Indian Ocean as an 
afo»luta mistresi* asr power was overwhelming at ®v«ry point 
and no nation oiuld have contented her authority in the silgliti* 
"lat degree* but the storm® were gathering around® it* The 
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wajco' Suropean patlons had acq^lroa their in'i-cL::^''i:'ic i;^ -il':^ -lj* 
.-■-'je ■■•^■Ahiaiiy was developing schema jfar a l«d rout® which 
woald give jc her an lnd(^!iaeiit entry into Arabian «a, 

W.W* I eliminated Oemnmf mm the irabian aea. The estatolish- 
went of the instependent state of Iraq ooneidered adequate to 
tltreat tlm sea from the side ©f to© war«i«a aalf* 


Tte ac<|iisition of Abyssinia was also a part of this 


scheme* it <»«ld meet any challenge coming from th© sea an< 


£rcm! Massawa* a great naval tose# the Itod sea can l» tontroll 


&it at the ©ursendter of Massawa the dream of toninatlng to® Red 


sea and controlling the Qjlf of Aden dio-appeared* France# i 


Italy and Qttmany h^ lost their bases and dcsnination of thelx 


base had gone in the hand® of arltala. ^ Bat J^pan and America 


grew as a new naval powers and threatened the farther Britlto 


naval totlvittes in the Arabian sea and the indimi csceara also 


with this development Britain maintained Singi^sore with all th® 

facilities and barred the entry of outsider® into the Indian 

43 

Ocean and Arabian i».i# Britain was lagltlmately proid of the 
Singapore that had arisen as a warning and as a tteeat to «i]|one 
who dared to question the sii^remacy of Britain in the Indian 

Ocean and It© part larabian sea* 
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In this fcSin® it was also bel loved Japan was interested 
iR tbo eonstraction of a canal aacosa fclie Istiwis. !#ilcli vcMii 
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islands llice ftodugascsr and tha Oisgo 
Sasr@i6i Tfongh the iin® ©£ 0£Miwn«iile*tJbii was tihne saffeguarded 
the mmirn sea cjould not he cleared of Japanese eutenBrlnes, 
and the vmit as mil m the east coast of India remained eaipo- 
eed to the di^redattona of the undersea craft tor a consider®- 
hie time, Ihe teltlsh statesmen had never regarded unerlca as 
a rival on tte sea, After 1922# arltaln abantoned her aCKJ 
years old policy of supraancy on sea and acc-^tad e<|AaUty -jit! 
Merica* It wm also thought that vAthout a oj^^aMllty to 
command the world’s sea routes# the scattered British enpire 
could iK»t be safeguarded. 


Britain had either abantoned her policy of solf-aggrew- 
dlisaiient which she had pursued tor several hundred years or to 
start hulldlng ships at a rapid pec® to oop® with America, fhe 
Americans realised tharti only those nations had ac^lred power 
in the past which had powartol navies and esoranerclal m^irae* 
Through her naval ea^anston programme of 1916, she first sub. 
dued Gsriiany# the iiecond naval power in the world# and defeatod 
Jaijan also. sl» also had got capability to chectk the British 
naval activities in her Interest bets#een the two great wars. 
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oceanic strategy has there tor® entered into the consi- 
deration of the Indian ^estton with a dranatlc snddennes® 
which could not haiwa been toreeeen hetor® f^arch 1942. The 
^1® ^estton of Indian and Arabian sea region defence, had, 
as a result, to be reconsidered, both in the light of history 
and of recent events. The era of protected sea oowumicatione 
ended tor India and the Arabian sea area, and the cpestion of 

the control of ocean «Jd sea areas surrounding India has again 
heocm® important. 



■ - ■■ ■ - -• 





fr: 




1S5 


rn^Mkmixi pf the smtMc PtyWTQ 

Aii^= growing Int&c&stm of lih# tm goper po^^ers - fhe 0. 
s*K & U*s.s*8, in th@ Fabian Sea area are recently 
by a combinafcton of lOlitical ansS strategic Cons laer at Ions. 

The British withiaraiiriidl ftrora ttw area reailting in a Vacmiin In 
Arabian sea cx»rr®sponjS®a to the ^Sewlopnent of long range wJ.* 
esll® ti^e^inology by the y.s.A, & U,s,s,R* folitical tevelop- 
ments ansS naval techirsloglcal aiSvances have virtually gone Inan^*^ 
In-hand In m^lng the Wablma e®a »sensltlv» area* for the 
super poii«rs* Tte soviets entered! Sn the area a® successor* 
of the British after their withdrawal from tl» Indian ocean 
region* After tie sijio**Sovlet rift# this area is strategflcelXy 
viewed! iiwre important for super powers* “fhe developnwts ojC 
the Soviet Na-^y fulfilled a long cherished Russiaii Mbit ion to 
be a global Power md as the Indi*i ocean this area is in 
Soviet Calciaiatione a strM;egic region today* It was an area 
to in which the soviet Ktevy toc^ particular interest, nm So- 
viet priority In the area ha® conse<pera;ly two oonslderatlons: 
the bL/ -Jyr lnflia«nc« in i?®rslan Qilf region and a oounterlmla- 

nee to the western csountries supporting to Pjiclstan and China 

1 

Mil ding its force® in area* 

The y*s.A. entry In this area was also aiotivated 1:^ a 
desire to succeed the British In the area* The interest* 

1. R. Oipta# The Indian Ocean# iteiito Publ Ications# P* 4B. 


®i?er» was incraaead altar tt was not lead that the mvimt Union 
was act life in th® ar®a« The desires to «»nnterbalaiic® 

the Soviet in th® area. The Soviet® are worried due tso Aj and 
the Poseidon Jaserlcan missile® lihich can foe targeted alwost any 
where in the Astatic md ih^ropew Knasia £r«n the Indian Ocean, 
The Russians do not have an advantageous third are® %diidb the 
Americana have in the Indian oeean region, Sbr this purpose 
both aupw powers are malcing their efforts to develop their 
relations with the adjacent countries of this area. Both are 
opposed to the aone of peace concf^t iilitch has fo^n advacated 
hf^ the littoral and hintvland countries, and both are wantedl 
the freedom of navigation in the Arabian sea Sc Persian Qilf 
region. 

The adjacent countries# dtesplte other diffiMrences have 
closed rank® to dmand that tfm Arjsbian sea should be txm 
firom the «ip@r power rivalry. But soviet Union's stand in 
similarity with U*S. A, stand about the opposing view of peace 
son®* concept of th® r^lon has resulted in a group consisting 
of IMlted States and tl^ regional countries in the United 
Hattons. Both have tte eapanslonlstic iteslgn®. This is 
diplomatically a major sat back Itor the u.s.s.R, as till 
recently they had received littoral sympathy and support be- 
cause of the American base at ttirngo Garcia. &»th countrle® 
are being criticlaid in the area hy littoral countries, A 
<palitAtlv@ new situation in the Arabian »®a is being created 


lay the accelerated inUltMrlsatlQn of Pakistan & c^turing (Af- 
ghan ist an bjf both the slipper powers* 



ffm Arabian sea const Ifaite® a vital sector tor Americans 
strategy in the regton. ihls means that with «i|f«>rtlng base 
In the xii^’ton, the u*s, could provtie air cover in tl» area 
from central tone and Arabian sea based her baees to the Israel, 
and with iaallletlc iilssil® subaarines it could also cover loost 
of the Soviet Union and Sast«rn lucope to case of a major nuc- 
lear w«t, ^ 

Ite recent U*s* Interest In tto Arabian sta and the In- 
creasing emphasis given to Dle^ Garcia as a forward supporting 
base has to be vlewid in the cwnteafc of t!to current American 
bases picture and alliances pattern, Ihe role of Diego Garcia 
lies to fill filling the role of a forward oupportlng base In an 
area %^®re the Americans have nothing very substantive, 

American iri.thjte'awal town Vietnam and the shriiielng presence of 
Britain arofn t!» Arabian sea region has strengthened the Ameri- 
can belief that they need a peg to hold on to In the area, 

'ihis thought to be necessary tor both offensive and defensive 
action, 

U,s, itsllcy to tto ATitolan m» Is divided Into cat^ 
for lee-general conelderatlon and contlngwicy military planning 
problems, xn the former categorisation came to political f actor a- 


2. Ibid, P» m. 
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first ©IS the regional plan®# foremost among them Sselng the ©11 
Issue# the Middle East question ani relations with countries 
of the south Aslan sub oontlnent. other Issue® which aifld to 
tl« general consideratten strategy in the Arabian sea are the 
recent events in Persian Oil f leading to the loss of Icjcal 
bases# u.s, withdrawal ttwn Iran and polities presauro in tte 
Saudi lurabla & Kuwait* 

American contingency planning in regard to the Arabian 
sea is also Rotivated % factors outside the .immediate area# 
mainly dangers of another Middle East war and the loss of 
air base facilities In careece# lUxdcey md Italy* ihis has 
meant the loss of Eastern Hediterraneiui strategic cifiabllltles- 
i*e* the deniel of the Eastern Med iter rmnean to tl*s* air power 
Glv» the setlMK^a to American patterns of deploi^ent# parti* 
cularly the loss of facilities in the Eastern Mediterranean# 
in zndo-chlna# and lhailiuidi the Arabian sea has Increased in 
value in u* s. strategic planning because# Olego Garcia could 
proviiSe both naval and air access to of the region covered 
by the previous bases# which is established in souther)! end of 
Arabian sea 0*s, 

Diego Garcia from strategic perspective give® both naval 
and air access to most of the west Asia* U*s* relations with 
all countries east of Israel and isest of Australia have been 
subject to the vicisiltudes of policy and never even with the 
friendly states reached either full stability c^r maturity vliich 
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wuaxa ^ to the •saumptlon that the mtiom ere ell 

time or at least loi»g twrra allies* in other wor43s# ^erlcan 
north of the eqjiater anS froia the He«Sltwcr«ieaii to 
the Pacific, ejcept for Isr^l, have not be« near the plan® 
of an orQMiic relationship# ncoordln© to M.a®t®lr Buchan or- 
ganic relationship Is %dhlch enoss^asses trade, polities# values 
culture — a relationship ihlcdi operate® at the transnational 
lOTOl ratlw than Just at the pl«ti0 of <tovt# ^ there will he 
a Icmg t^tBi st^llltjf in relations between two i5ouiitrl«# Bie 
staflces of policy for tl» in ttws region may be such ae 

r©<|iiring a transnational relatlonshJp. 


Neither Kuwait, s«idl Arabia, the Oilf states, nor Pakis- 
tan, the Islamic bloc In the Arabian sea area# the present 
allies of tl» g#S, in the area, have been able to provide i»r@ 
than a basis fer conducive relationship on a give and take 
basis, limited contact that tlw m has with the isi^nlc 

bloc nations in the Arabian sea area Is Indicative of this# 

So tM the lal^amlc Ideology t^lch, ihile binding the Moeliaro na- 
tions of the region together, would itor the S4gne reason esaclude 
the '(1,3# from anything more than a peripheral relatlonehip# It 
could be argued that the y#s# tea not Mied more stable 

allies in the region* this would be subetantially taue,e3scept 
that In nearly all th® nations of the Islamic bloc, ii*s, |»iScy 
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htngBB Gn thi?s deposition of the ralsar of the respective states 
an& cons®«|iently# a setbacSte In relatione should b© anticipated 
and could easily occur. So y.s. wants to get entry to irahlan 
oea region to maintain hm Interests against u.s.s.R. The 
ad^’»fcage of sophisticated warfare in yhlch the y.s., dwiinates 
is that it will he able In the Itature to dispense with large 
wos^ower forces. Conse<psntly# the military ejects of a bi- 
lateral relationship could be substantially reduced should 
there be well placed and self sustained facilities like Diego 
Garcia which could have both offensive and defensive jRmctionsi 
that may be masirah, because Diego Garcia could not sutetltut® 
for a proi^ctlve forlega policy with a littoral countries. So 
for this purpose Maslrah can be used. Hm possibility of 
leasing out this air base to the U.S, can not be ruled out. 

The uner leans have slnom interest in the Island because of 
obvious reasons. It is very near the' west Asian oil fields and 

eoramands the waterway through which Soo million tons of oil 

4 

pasa annually. It can provide the utiar leans with an importwit 
air base in the jrtfslan sea and can bring them <|iit© close to 
the world *s iiwst iinport«t oil t«fle«: lanes and the biggest oil 
producing countries, fsm Maslrah, a reconnaissance aircraft 
can cov<^ TOst of the Arab %)orld# north-west Africa and south 
W 3 st Asia without refuelling. Bven now# the American rooonnai- 

4. V.K. ahasin# super Power Rivalry in mdian oc©» is, Chand 
St Gonpany# law Delhi)# P. l©4» 



saance piMies based in Disgo Qmrcia land at Maslreb xagulati^y 
in adiitten fc@ xefsielllng# tiim piiaies raraaln ©vernlglit to 
enable ti* cxew to tc^e Xtofc# 3b fact# tto u.s# i^fence and 
state department hmm been eapliMclng the poseibllity of aci^i- 
ring permanent military airoraft landing rigl^s on tte island 
of «. Masirah# which is off the Arabian Coast# Ibis military 
futility CM be used in conjunction with the united states# 
regular air base at blego Card a# which lies sevaml thousand 
miles east of Masirah in the Indian Ocean. “lb be mre# und^r 
a Joint agre<»ont ^th cman and Britain# to® united states ha® 
been using toe island since 1976 as a staging post for her B*3 
intelligence aircraft flying out of Biego Garcia. But the 
Pentagon desires a continued us® of the strategic island which 
convnands access to the Bad sea# the Persian Gulf and the Mar- 

them Indian ocean or Arabian sea arear in fact# the Afnaricaiie 

5 

are eager to take over the Masirah air base from th® British. 
CEaswar sagar# ^Use of Arabian sea base * tl.s. Move"# ’Stm Hln- 
dui I Feb. 1977). 

During the visit to west Asia in April 1975# the U.K* 
iteferwe secretary# toy Mason# said in Muscat that tte acltir.h 
ca^veroment was considering a recpest iqf toe u.s, to provide 
base facilities fcr her ground forces on the Island of Maei* 
rah*^ In view of the good relation® of Masirah with th© USA# 


fbriegn fUnleter Oals-al-sawi«iYi bki^ no pmhlm tor the a@®i 
at; that time, E-ven prior to this, an early Jan. 1975, th© 

U*s. and tfm Onani OavearnR^nt had discussed the us© of th© 
airfield lay the u,s. Military aircrafts. The ^smerican leaders 
had a^ed tor rights to tte occasional use of Maeirah air 
base and tor retoelllng facilities tor their military aircrafts 
In return# Oman was offered military aid, on ig July ;KJ76# the 
itorlegn Minister of Haslrah anncmnced that the British force© 
would pull out of MasirA Is^ March 1978 J arltaln completed 
the withdrawal of her forces from the .Masirah air base and clo- 
sed the 8.^F, staging post tl»r@ on 31 March 1977, soon after 
the reports from Washington said that Qnan had agreed to ^eri- 
ca*® recpest tor a continued use of the Masirah alrg^rt to re— 
toel her Indian C3c®^ fll^its Orglnating firom Diego Garclsu 
The U,s, claimed to haw no Intention to station American® in 
Masirah? interestingly# the former air base Is now called an 
•airport# ai^arently to dispel the apprehensions of th® iurabe. 

Tl« Arabian & Afco-Aslan countries put pressure on the 
Sultan not to pemit any torlegn base in th® area# and the 
sultan*© changed attitude towirde torlegn barc ?3 was stifled 
in 1977. tfe made it clear that he would not sP^ant any country 
base f»llities in Misirah alter the British forces pulled out, 
Tto existing facilities on the island would be used to train 


7, Ibid# F. 107, 
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the Onaul airforce pwsonnel,® 'Hi® Afro-Aslan andi noa-allgueil 
coantties i^el&cwned the closar® of the H»lr«h airbase to forte- 
§rt forces, Ut, s, ii^leh haiS suffered a major sefcbadk ors 

account of the cloeur® of the- jyamara base In Ethiopia# Is still 
anxious to obtain facilities In the strateiilcally placed Island 
of Masirato, The Anorlcwis are anxious to have isbeeawe close 
relationship with Omw liiich they once had with Xri»# and it 
is still bellowd that the Sultan ciara not resist for Ion® ttie 
tempting y#s, offer® In esmhmge of facilities* MesirA also 
cowiands the itorthern portion of the defence perimeter which 
enccwnpasses the north-western peartfon of the Indian ocean liilch 
has been a priority region both for the Soviets and the 

Bahrain 

the other tl*s* base In the region Is Bahrain# %tilch# till 

§ 

recently# was the only American 'htsiie port*, in the area mid 
well suited for its original purpose* Earlier it was used by 
arltatn with the mutual agreement to the- Bahrain's ruler Sheikh 
Xssa bln Salman al Khalifa# under which Britain m was responsi- 
ble for t1» dofeiKe and forlegn affair® of Bahrain bo establish 
peace a stability In the region* throughlt this Britain would 
keep open the east bound rout® vis Cyprus# Bahrain# .’-lasir^ and 

8, Ibid# 2>. loS* 

9* Ibid# p. 110* ■ , , 





Asraoi®!! sea area, gliren the new nenaitivity of the sea 
«-ea, remains in <^®stion* Bahrain Is.aeep inside the ms&im 
Qilf and Tif^il® it lie® m sand wiched between saadi j«rateia & 
Iran, and consecpently in the heart of the oil belt, it toes 
not face the Arabian mm nor has it eaiy access to it« More 
over# tte long and narrow character 1st ie of the Arslan '®alf 
means that ships can easily get bottled ap there and it could 
be possible to cut communications by Id.<x3cing the etratts of 
fhrmus between Oman and Erin. Ihttcefca:# it is true that tbs 
U*s. had adted for a continuation of ®canslt facilities after 
Britain’s defence treaty with Britain ^Ired, But Budh m 
agreement# according to tlwi Oavernment# did mt Mm aiir 

military obligations# since a ship calling at a ccmiercial 
port did not threaten Bahrain’s eowetgnty? nor did it mean 
that the was establishing her mllittfy presence there. 


In Oct* 1973 BiOiraln threatened to cancel within a weelc 
fete naval# dock and other facilities given to the U. s,# if 

10 

Washington continued with its stand against the «-ab nations. 
On imer Ice’s failure to revise her stain Bafarain andeed the '0* 
s, to withdra# her complete naval force frcwi the island within 
one ye«. United st^es in this reference asked the king 
Felsal of Saudi Arabia to press Bahrain to withdraw !»r order. 



Ane wniexiiuea presence of the UdS. mvy at this stratsglcaXlaf 
iritrf. point In th® j^ahlan sea area was mad® posolWle Bah- 
rain*® decision to withdraw her q^it® notice issued to BentiiF* 
Qon in oct» 1973 followlii® the wab->l®ca®li war* Itwewer# th® 
state Department again confirmed on 30 sept. 1975 that Bahrein 
had one© again announced that she would like to phase out the 
U.s. torces during 1977.^^ But it is rtill poesihie that Mb- 
rain# after ttm a®ttl»ient of Mid-east issue «rid I tte ' -f i rasidant 
Midle-east iscue and the Bresident presmire fipwa Baadl 
ATafola# m«y once again p@mi% the U*S. to go on using the air 
base# Becais® t!» larg®stehips of the U.s. Mavy find It diffi- 
cult to berth and mMioeu'vre through the narrow straits. The 
great deficiency of Bahrain# fresm American point of wiew# 
as that it la aibjMit to t)^ pressure of Middle- Ea®t Politics. 
At present# hoimmx, B.s. has no choice tet to expand Diego 
Garcia# tor she has already lost the wital base® of Gan# Amara 
Maslrah and Bahrain islinds in this Aroian s©a region of tl» 
Indian 02®^. Due to ^ establishment of Maairah s naval base, 
the necessity of Bahrain may diminish considerably* Her vital 
needs tor hegisiiony in the region and protection of tdie trad© 





routes to the west have obli^ea her to go ahead with the con- 
sol Wat loo of her position in Diego Garcia iiespite vehemant 
opposition Sr®® the states of the An^ian mmst 


Sliuonstown is a irodern well ©(pii^ejl naval base on the 
Atlantic sWe of the cap® of gooi hop® mA is available to the 
Whited States# as South African Fublici*ioas point out# lor 
the ajicing* ait whatever naval gain® may accrue fttwa the us® 
of Simonstown is more than iwgated in the Political loss res- 
ulting in «y dealing in military matter® with the South Afri- 
can Q»v«rniii®fit . Xn rec®^ year# United state® has refused tlie 
us® of siiminstofwn becmis® it is too far south ©rom the crucial 
area of the Arabiw sea. Ihe cap® town-Malacca rmt® through 
the high seas# is also very long and away from the lettorals 
of Arabian sea#^^ 


American intacest in the Arabian sea to contain the 

a^ansion of temmunlan in the Afro-Asian region# Mlth the 

passage of tljii®# it assumed a variety of dtoeneions# especially 

14 

pol Itloo-Mll Itary. Mlth ttm Incxeaeing interest# their 
involvanent in the region also increased leadii^ to the eatab- 
llshment of a nett work of military bases and install latton© in 
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the region, Xn the recent ye«ra the Politico-Military Inwlm- 
fuant of the United State* ha* trewendcwsly increased in the 
,»abian sea# in the ease of itiwalt, wlwre tJ,s, is helping their 
oil tartcMT to go with i^frlcan dag® ai^ escort of flying heli- 
copters & other ahips* %■ 1967# the Auer lean® had set naval 
comfflunlcatlons centre on Mah© Cseychelles) and tracking & 


telenetry facilities and radio naval station at vacoaa CMJwrci* 


tlte)# which l* »nthiam end of Arabian sea, with the aim of 


Keeping the ll*s, allle® in chedc# create presaaire oimc the 


neutral tountries and combat national liberation tm'wmmts 


the Americans ^epem to continuously buttress tteir position 


in the region through armed occupations In the Arslan sea* 


The American Defence mpartment ha* been resorted to urge# time 


and again# upon the need for a *1 sable naval presence In M»»t- 


Asla including stationing of a strong. &mt of warship® In tho 


Indian ocem» 


The mllitsflry tolld up of tte united atatea le rapidly 


growing in the are® In vlsw of t!i« new sol it leal cituitlon* 


(-wier leans appear to be seriously concerned with the strategic 
.implications of the lncar©a*lng political influence of the Sov- 
iet unlofi in tte region# especially In the oil rlcfli states and 
■i%jBgh«istan, in case of Afghanistiuv the ^mer'lcans appear' 
to have &und a tanglbl® jff'eteset for consol Idatlng fchclx 
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willfeery presence in the Wj^lan sea region, as It Is claimed 
toy Wlllian Barnds# exp«:i; with Idie u#& fbrlegn Relations 
committee# that the chantries oi the Indian oc©« region have 
easpressed t!*; "need to create soioe military oounter-iwlfht to 
the Soviet Union, * :iPi»rica is equialiy serioas about tin® 
increasing Soviet Kaval presence in the jratotan sea, Ihe 
Oqpiity Director of the u*s, Arms control and Dlsamagnent ^ency# 
Mr, o, aurlwllen beleives that there are ©nwigh groands for 
Merican warships to bt present in the region# regardless of 
what tte Soviet Navy may &c may not be doing In that region, 
Ihey even apprehended that the Soviet Navy would outflsuk the 
%^8t in the Arabian sea within a decade# m tte Soviets are out 
flanking NATO in the Mediterranean# unless America reacted. 

This indicates that the major concern of America is tite recent 
intensification of cold war politics in the region, Ain«ica 
began to view the Arabian sea area as a futijire trouble spot, 

Tlie American Naval easercises began to gain knowledge of loss 
failllar operating areas# and permit surfac© units an opportu- 
nity to practise their jdclll in searching for and trsrtclng a 
sub-mtarged target, AAntral ssninffalt of the u, s. Navy expressed 
that our plana ff3r the area are a product of our or«s tetfcests 
and oar pisrceptton of the growing strategic slgnlflcaisce of the 
«ea. ifc is also said that the area has become the store of 
potentialities to produce major shifts in the global power 


IT# Ibid# P* 94* 





toaA^co owe the next 


fmeacicmB are tifetemined to 


haw the ability to influence ewnta in that area# wid the 
capability to deploy the military power in the region aa 
essential elMont of each enfluiaice* Americana declared that 
their interests in the area are directly lihked with their 
interest in Europe and Jtela# and maintaining a stable world 
wide balance of power, America also had m land bridge to the 
critici^ i^abian sea bittoral area# h® cannot fly to thes© 
countries except ovw the tsarritory of others or along the 
lengthy alr-itmtes owr water. So sea is i>wry ueesBil to them. 
The Anertean® en'flaiged the nairid. base® to be essentiid, ®tag- 
ing ^®a fesr operations to be conducted in areas remote frem 
nationel shores, Amd# as such# they are essential piece© of 
real estate in wars which haw alrea^ emended their threats 
to include' the world* iheir useidilneiis is unherent In geo- 
graphic location# area# coastal and geological tormatlon# hy- 
drography# natural and industrial resources# l%>litical climate 
and ultimately indepenaibility, To grasp these advantages# 
including politico-military# the Americans like, Diego Garcia# 
want to establish oth«c naval bases in the «“ablan sea area. 
The u,s, Cbverrament had a definite desire to control isolltical 
dewlopBontc in the Arabian sea as well as Indian oceen area 
and to us© than to its own adfantage in Its confrontation with 
UfiiSE, us, need fbr the Oilf mariceS because the oil Inowa© of 


■I 


18, Ibid# F, 95, 



the producing states in the Qilf provided a riptdly ©sipanaing 
maarket tor torlegn goods and sonrice®, itene® ttm crucial 
toporfcaice of this fastest gcowing miucket is for the United 
states* 


energy crisis and the acompai^i!^ problauB gave 
rise to a new concept of u.s, security interest in the OUlf li 
based on econoalc and ecrranercial rather than geo-strategic 
needs* It is beieived in nashlngton that the soviet l^ton 
might make a bold attempt to gain control of the space and 
oil of the Oilf region asd thus threaten the survival of the 
the independem;e of Birope# and the basic mucuril^ of 
the United states* 


9oli€s^ In the Gulf since the W*it ii has evol- 
ved in two phases* m 1st twenty five years# It was aimed to 
insulate the Qalf fccw soviet influence and to prcmjote a good 
operating climate fer tte western oil cmpanies, mi& for this 
U*s* military presence in the Qilf# Coiiii)risiiig an air base at 
Dhahran in Saudi Arabia and naval facilities at Jufayr in 
Balaraiii. The ajihraA base was relliK^ilshed in 1962 at Saudi 
re«|iest# but the arrangement with Britain in Bahrain eontlmiea. 


United states fawured creation of regional military 
alliances to check the possible soviet advice towards the 
Gblf. The aesietaiic® of the ^carican armed fiarces to any nat- 
ion or groijyp of nations in west Asia against armed aggression 
ficcmi any country controlled hy Ijiternetional ooMainism* 


Tte states estatollshea strong bllatoral relattons 

with smm »abla ana ir«i. The United states strei^theiied Its 
military presence to the high seas mmS the mi£ became® ©f 
giving InBuranc® against any mtmr® oil embargo, 

1h® October war proiriked the Bitorain Cbvwriwient bo aeSt 
for the winding up of the teerican naval base at .lufayr and it 
is made ft*#® in May 1977* Meamdiile# in 1975 Wai^lngfcon mad® 
its first arms sales to Oman# mA tts®4 the occasion to s©^ 
Omani pemlsslon fcr the u,5. Military aircraft to us® the 
British operated airbas® on the str ataxic island of Masftah* 
While Oisan issued conflicting statements on the «bject# the 
iftilted States did not deny Its Interest In ooiimandliig access 
to the Island# which could their beccsm the western most link 
in the are of J^ericm bases stretching ftcsgi the FhilJ|>pine8 
in the east to onan in the ictst* The chain of mmrlem bases 
ostensibly designed to protect the routes of oil tarkers 
ftora the oiif, but that it could also be employed to ©onstrltct 
the independence and soveriggnty of the littoral states of tl» 
M*abia« i3ea aroused wldei^ead disapprobation In the region. 

The II* s. has been keeping a permanent thr®6->war8hip 
naval force siiwe 1949# called the middle east force# 'based at 
Balraln & opwrating in the Persian QJlf# the ftabl« sea, Oil f 
of Aden# the R«d aea and the waters along the eastern coast of 
Africa and off-shore Islands, in the fall of 1979# their siiii- 
ber was Increased to five* These ■^assfrils now called the west 



Aisian Rare© wifch 4 s3©sl»oyiflt8 & frigate®# are spreojl o^wer a 
iraot area in th® riortti-i^stern region of xnilan ocean i.e# 
Fabian see# a destroys «ni a frigate In ttm Ojlf of A^n# 
a ftlgat© iJi Djibouti aniS a frigate in th® linaian oce«i« a 

W 

»l 3 efch warship# a destroyer was to be added in the near future* 
significant U*s» NavsA ^ployinent in the region atartsd in 
early 1971, since the 1973 U,s, Navy tadc force® led by a 
major warship visit the region every 3 or 4 months. In the 
w^© of the carisi® in Iran# civil war In the Y«ri®n©# the 
HtS, Navy has farter et^^ed up the deployment of it® unite, 
such Naval deployment is considered necessary by g,s, ®trat©» 
gists to counter tlm growing Soviet prMence# to heap the area 
out of hoatile or unfriumdly hands# to keep the seaOLanes open# 
to maintain imlitlcal stability in the region and support its 
allies# firlends ^d pro»west regimes* 

U.s, has also set an onega Cccomunication station on 
Reunion island# tracking and telemetry stations in Maih© (Sey- 
chelles) and at Ifocoas (Hauriti®®), It be develop ing an air 
base near Nairobi, It has port and airbase facilities in 
Kenya# Mawrities and Seychelles, A secret multimillion dollor 
CcKiraiinIcatton and surveillstfice station -• project Advokaat at 
silvermine near simonstown in South A»lc® has been sat up with 
imTO assistance to monitor traffic within a range of Sooo n®ii« 
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tlcal miles apt© t!ie larablan mm ©oast oJff Bast Afirlca md 
oM&fmm islaads, passing ©n the Iniaxmatton to wehington.*^ 
W.s, ha® been alao trying to develop a ci^abillty «or d^loy- 
Ing big fiorces at short notice fso fill tSm hj^thetlcal i^aiffliisja 
tollowing the ©aelt of colonial ralers from th® region* 


Soviets have 'warned that ®«ch "laovocatlv® and ®in later’ 
move® iioald oonvert the region of aratoian sea into a hotbed of 
tension and mdlitary confllet* Reagan Administration intends 


to m^e *^Ski®tan tl» central llifle of the lifier loan strategy of 
defending the Persian Saif region* 


Tim strategic significance of tl» Island of Diego G^cl: 


islws from the fact that It Ilea at the apex of an iao«*sGalei 


triangle- the base of which extends fiecm Aastralia to Soatds 


Africa and the Oilf. Aircraft placed sms this Island coaid 


carry out eurvelllanee over taifcer lanes from the Fersian calf 


to the cap© of good hope* and maritime routes betwan the ©tr- 


aits of Malacca and the Arabian and Red seas* eastern Afrlci 


ind ^dia* Xt I® sltaated Just In the centre of the Indian 


Ocean •> h^f between g«s. commanlci^lon centre® li 


I la and the far east# and Africa and west Mia. 


21* Ibid# F. 178. 
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Ttm Islm^ laoo mll«8 mm W» 8otH^®rii 
In&im 1 mrnjM h&tmmn inata ana Mmmitim. 

j8 fircm Bixm place® are as iollm i 


maia^iao©, msmitim^izrn, seycii®ii®s«uso, ®na h®i« 
ai¥@»*6SCi» ^@i>.2Soo# MhraSjw^CHO# Dar»@s-Sal«a»23S©# and iwr< 
ba»-3KK5# 


Ttm arltloh hail inlti«ll3f com® to th® Iciliaii Ocean 
ra^ton a® tracers, flinSing an opportunity to «»taSill»li their 
hegemony owr the regkm# they icAi^t a loi^ idbroiai-war and out 


fcish naval tegaiony cane to an end %f Ith the signing of Washi- 
ngton Treaties in 1921 ii^ieh granted an e<|tiai stattia to tlm 
Aierlcan navy in tt« «ahia« sea* ^ Tht Bcltlsh* however* 


24, Ibid* P- m 
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€»nt toned their control oiwr t)M) Aritoian sea and n© fKswtsr dared 
challenge their supremacy ean^t J^an ^ich mad© abort iim 
att«!5pt jaarteg li w,m, 

•*a,w!rgei^6s of w'S’iirelfgii nations to the nr^ton sea 
region obviously led to th® decline of British interest there- 
in. The lost of ti» political interest/th® British ctevwoaent 
l5ouiid it fetll® to contiiaie its presenm at a heavy oost on 
their budget. ^thoRigh the British nevw withdrew from the 
region ccsnpletely yet the super powers felt so seriously con- 
cerned with the British decision that they soon began to evolve 
the concept of pmiw vacatwi in the Arabian cea* idea of 

power vacuum was projected to view of the fact that the reg to- 
nal ccwwunltles ware not economically and politically sound 
and stable, arltlsh Ma'^ was as a symbol of dominatton In 
Asia* M regard the resolution of peace tone to the iir^^laii 
£sa also# the British r»pons® wee Rwatlvated by a conviction 
that their security and eroncssy depends largely on the lara- 
blan sea region «d the liiareased Soviet naval SfwvMenfcs to the 
m&him wa eertously Is^wrial British trad© routes sxsmm the 
see* ite 1st© as July 1980# the British Cbverrsnent held that 
th© jrabian sea as well as Indian osee^ can .not be insulated 
£xom strategic relattonnhip to the rest of the world, lh® 
Britain stated that their mllltsry facilities to the region# 
in no Mfsee# present a threat to «ny littoral state to the 
ri^lo^n. Ws ciii not agree to proposals aimed at actions which 


would# i» praefeie«# uai fctffifi i^lfilliiig these reeiKsnai- 

blllfcies t#hieh include in some eases bteditfl eoMitmentSi. 

Tte British g&m &ll iwnjfcectSon to their interest® .in 
the A&o-Asian regton bgf wtoptii^ the policy of bilateral iem 
tflth the united etates m well a® with the rational states* 
the Britieh response towards the idea of pafeasasone in the 
region till today t® «»jpli»aantiry to that of the nn<»iCMi» 
and is dependent on m int«»mational asprawient i^ilch will 
restrain both the B*s*iw wd the Soviet Onion# Their dGsalnant 
Interests are traditional smd eoonoitilc* lb profect these In- 
terests# they have one cation# beside© tte peace pans# that Is 
to coil aJnr ate with tte united states with idilch they have 
broad political# ideological and ecoimic affinities, ^ 

Tte liain aim of the British policy In the Arabian sea 
region befixTe I v»K was to enieree Sritalns authority on 
India ._!^?ainst other airopean contenders# lb mA@ Ihmt strategy 
in the region nwre e fleet iw# England i|fead her naval bases 
during this period tejra Persian Gulf C©ast%»st Indian coast 
also# The Arabl« sea became virtually a ^itlsh lake and 
almost every piece of Iwd within it was occaipled to prevent 
the tost 51© European powers from establishing bases# upto w» 
w# il# aritain continued to be a predominant colonial and mill- 
tttry powr In aost area® of the Arirt>l^ sea region# 


ad# Ibid# F. 109# 









Ai® arifcain ma^e ©^txiecdlnairy gains at tJ» <»s t of 
t3»lr rivals, M«irltiss# the SkmtJi most TOlony Im th® <Mrabian 
s0a# ww ifflBstoS 1^ tlas Sritiah tixm Uraace Airiiig tl» Mapo- 
Isxwic ^mcn in a joint ©addition urttli a»ttl» Hkfrlca l* Inaiau 
Tte aritteh tea ®ntr@nctea thMis@l^s In tte larabiaw ©ea 
the early year® ©f 20th century via there was haraxy ai^ fwnier 
to oppose tliwi eiwn heyona the sea* ^Hins# the shai»© of Bad?* 
tain's hegemonic strategy in the .irahian mm ana beyona hai 
Billy ejiiorgea tte miaaie of the I9th century. 


ty of navigation^ they claimea poltticii etipremaey there, 
larltain triea to resist Say all laean® in her pm^er, tte attempt 
of ai^ other po^er to establish itself on tte shore® of th® 
Qilf* Hie visit of lora Curaan to tte Oilf in 19o3 dm meant 
to Smwmtxmtrn Brltains political control over It, »t. the 


Oiastn# aiper Powers Rivalry in tte maian ocean, 
s, Ghana & coi!f>aiiy#tew oelhl# R, 20, 
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«« waxnTOiwa Qfimt irifeaili m aetor®. mui fch® 
opening of sue® Gaatl# Ad®n at onc» leaped into proniiwKte, 

M i^den is altottt halfwa^sf betifeeti Siiee and It Is a stra- 

tegic station on one of the chief high road® of the wxU and 
has a good harbour ishich wm strongly fartlfled by Britain, 

^den occupies a oonwandlBg position on ttis »aar®t«i Qulf and 
looik® at the hgwrn of ikfrlca# Britain paid much attenttoa to 
the i«Bdlt®rr«®aii and the jtrahlan sea and guarded, the entrutfice 
to tise . Itod sea frwi tin east as oibralt^E: did Hcom the iiest. 

To safeguard her Intorests In the region# she cansldered tt 
essoiitlal to maintaiii a large naval force In Aden# a® In other 
pl^es of strategic li^sortanee In the Arabian sea* 


Britain "knew i^ll that the fate of her empire depended 
entirely on her nm^ strei^th* ■ strong navy was needed to 
protect tl*» routes to India and b^nd# so she was interested 
to lA© establisiweiit of naval bases at Arabian sea region, 

Sh© tinted political jSs^alnat Sen there also. "She toyal mvy 
wm developed rapidly In carder to fulfil their colonial desig- 
ns In the region# The British cbvernment desired that in case 
a colony was threatened# it should be protected by the BritlA 
Havy tuider the csontrol of the Adtelrallgf and the foreign office. 
An Act in 1845 auttiwclsei the colonial governments to maintain 



ZdB 

' ^ raiae bodies of wlanttwre for Benrice 

on cJcSi chips or ifi N«iiy resaarw. It was that 

withoat a capability to eoeiiiaiiiil the world*® mm rcsitee# tSie 
eeattared a'itlsh «plr® could not be safoguardeS* Hsc trad® 
reaiaiaed^har solid ifiterait in tdie junsbiai sea after 14 ; w. i & 
21. It ws said by the side of Britain in 1970 that th© ©ta~ 
hlllty should be provided in the region where Britain had 
trading interests, Ib pcotmt aritish investeente in the 
region# and to carry out arltalns worldwise coroitmeiit to 
safeguard the free world, ** 111 ® Britain •© military preaencf© is 
id»olut®ly n®c«®«iry in tee region, ^ The British presenes® in 
the area was to b© fKidest but Uteial and oamparatlvely cheap, 

Britain retained a nuiher of staging post in tte Mrabian 
cea even after her decision te withdraw fresn tte E«yst of sue®, 
i: apparently to oaunter the Soviet presei»», llwse ports inclu- 

i ded the Masirah islMid (near cinan in jnrabian mm}* Bahrain is- 

I: land (Persian Qulf) and om Island (Maladlve Island) ate. Hi 

1: ' this M^'S new colony was establiilMsd in the south wst ri^lon 

ilv''"': ' ■ ■ 

Of Indian acean# called the British Indian ocean Territory 
(BIOT), to construct deftnee facilities for the aritish and tte 
^»ric«is, A fence agreement with Maytrities was signed In 
March 1968 which entitled Britain to tee use of tee iel«id*s 
port# airfield and ©oasounicatlon facilities §cx slic yeiaro end 
de^ite the planned withdrawal flrom the Sersian oil f and ^abb- 


38, Ibid# P, 23* 
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an sea# a'itaiii peopomS, to retain her airfield and sfeegii^ 
post at Masirah* ® 

It is needles® to say that it was a legal and f»Iitieal 
moRstzosity on the part of the toirwiment of arltAin to have 
given to ttese Islands the status of BIOT* The whole concspiit 
smacScs of Imperial lat tolnhlng* It would be sufficient to aay 
that these islands stould haw gone to the nearest coimtries 
or should haw constituted a separate political entity, Howu 
ever# the British w»it®d toese islatid bases to jBom an integral 
part of a line of western defencNi %diiOh stfflrted Europe *s 
^arctic out posts# crossed the Medlterraneaw# passed along the 
littoral etatoe of the sea and finally reached tlw Australia & 
New 5»alaiid, It Is not. tor nothing acted as a big power In the 
x&gion in e»nc«:t with the at a tteie when the proces® of 

liquidation of the British mpire had been almost completed, 
Heltter the tore® of hiibit nor hmr mmpticiionB about China*® 
future Intention® tolly account tar England's continued rolll- 
fcary presence In t!» «dbian sea area, she has still cons lat- 
er able InvBstmeijt and trade links with tl»a countria® of the 
'JUfaMan sea area to protect# tot since her withdrawal she can 
f»t afford a strong navil prwenee in the sea# and collUboratea 
with the u, s, in the mm region. 

Her Mawal units still pay visits to %MS *. W ’*«»«»» Kfci and partl#- 
cipate in the CEMTO essercises, .The British interests In the 





Ibid# P. 25, 



witti ttie U.S, cmpUK intmmtm. Tins 
despite l«r reduced presence in the se.. England constitutes 
a sloaiflcait pmt of the iiestern mUitasy pomx in the regton 
^caaeo of this Joint effort of the igest to advance its poll* 
tlcal wd Sonora Sc interests in tlw Jttrahian sea area# thB re* 

gion has beccane perhap® the most explosive point on the earth 
surface. 


h Nineteenth CentusiT truism held that seapo^mr toould in- 
fluence land frontiers, ihe soviet Union in carrying this 
nineteentti century dictiSR into the teentieth has used seaponer 
in the Arabian sea to maintala regional ©rontler policies# and 
also In W^e Saroader global context of tli» balance of pomr» 

The a»vlet Navy In tl» Arabian sea is vi®v«>d as a ibrce both 
to ccmiplement and suplenent the large land forces to north 
in Central Iteia. Tb many Soviet strategists# the jurabian sea 
is tim outer frontesr for Soviet diplopwnt %fiSch begwe# In 
its &>cal point# In u^per Mia. 


specifically# this is seen In Soviet naval deployment 
in tt» Arabian sea as being «ipplaw*nted by Incfttesifig toll a- 
t«radl« with the Aroian sea countries or iihat oles anolansicy 
has aptly called "strategic priorities have been reiniarced by 


212 



csonsliSwrationSi 


up oipAwnacsy ay tnm 5ovi®t iralon In jregton# Hiis cwrapl©- 
raented the baroirf«c# imd eariiaar# Soviet ohjeetlve of trying to 
£111 the vocuma that %Kmia he oreateS m a result of ariti^ 
withdgcm&k from the reg Son, m fact# aspects of the Slno-Soviet 
iSispute relnJtorcefl Soviet teterminatlott to go ahead In the Ara» 
totan m& regloii, lh@ Soviet interest ixi the wahlan sea as 
iwell as IndlM oce« has imtn on two related pl«Kw - the geo- 
political# al*»d at atrengthttftiiig Units idlth M’ahiaii sea coun- 
tries which border China & Kfaval {nrloritias# 'related to conta- 
ining UtS* naval i!leplo|mnt in the irabiaii sea* 


On a regional plane the Soviet hm thied to keep the 
Political aspects of tteir bilatarid relations with tiaa rn^rn 
important M’abiwt sea countries iiqp»art from their naval or glo- 
bal objectives in the iiri^ian sea* Thim is in contrast to to- 
vlet policy in «»» of the analler «r^ian sea states whar® 
political links have been established largly to get base or 
otiber facilities* 


TM EuesiSii move into the ^Anbiai sea wm part of the 
J. strategy of filling in where possible the gape l^eft 
behind by aritish ii^wlalieia In Asia* Itiis basically Mstori. 
cal approatdt wi® disrupted by several factors# the wiosk liipor— 


30* P. cupta# Bhe mdian ocean# P# » 
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tmt hmlm the rise of China as a aammalkt powr opposed to 
tim Soviet Unton# there ty enttiag «t tlw vacsr roots of 
soviet weel to the foxmer ooloniai states. A cmmiml region 
wfmxQ th© Chines© appeal did not erode ti» Soviet Boeialist 
Image was India itHarn® tlwe has been an Intereet eon^etltivenese 
betiiMen the ancient eivlll*atioiis of the tm cwwntries. The 
Soviets realised this historici^ cailtnral cwpetitlveiiess and 
soon after relattons b©tii@®n China and Soviet ifnion drtiinriora^ 
ted# they made concwtad efforts at straogthening li this i«ith 
India, own relattons with China had been bad after If 60# 

India becesie a pivotal factsor to soviet thSidting in ocmtatoing 
China in south ^ia and helped to th® establiitoent of a Soviet 
strat^ic axis wito central jieia on one hand and the sontto ^Nila 
and ATitoian sea region on the other* 

The Soviet di^nte with the Chinese has three erueial 
factors of similarity with the Indian dtoagremant with China- 
Ce) both the u.s.s.R, and India have fcKight frontier wars oven 
dispaftr-'S territory -^th China, Cte) both have a historical 
record of ailtaral and political eoa^etitiwness, and Cc) both 
states share border with Chin® to the same region of central 
Asia, Russia in toe ^rrto and India to South* 

Soviet security interests to India are largely oriented 
in eontaini^ China viiito woadc to fulfilling Indian «warity 
needs. However, ualtoe ti^ land frontier to the north, soviet 

I 
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Interest in tiie AraA>lan mm go oontriacy to inaian objectives# 
nnleiss thB3r© i® « repetition of feetora I13c® tb© deplojfment of 
tbe u-s, Mav^ fleet in U»i Indlun Ocean nms of Banzai r«^ton 
with -Ilyich the lorabian aea region alre®^^ had hmn swa^^s® 
effected toring the indo-Fikistiii War of mi« 

The soviets also ie^ that China would at^e a claim in 
the Arabian sea* Ai^ifig has tried to strengthem its fortifi-* 
cat lone both for offensive Jr defensive action In the region by 
mving into Tibet mSi maintainiikg close relations with Fi^iatan 
and one of bmeficial cordiality with W^al and Iran* gitima* 
tely# it would appear the Chinese may utilise the Arabian M»a 
for the half circle that they are seeing around the belly of 
the aaviet union* 

Soviet fears of the Chinese stems frcwj the heavy weiiJon 
concentration along the dls^jRited pertlon® of the sina»tovi©t 
border mu® of #iich could be used In the Arabian sea area* 

Tte area of heavy Soviet & Chinese weapon ooneentr at Son lies 
north of tte central Indian ocean i*e. area of Arabian i»a* 

It covers the r^ion south Jif bdtee ialhhash which fonw part 
of the Ka^alch region of the Soviet Union up to bord^' of 
Itoiigolid. on the east there is stellar disputed territory 
betwen the two c«wunl»t nations north of viadlvootcSt through 
KhabarvoA and th® north«rn.reaeh»s of Marachurla# and ftwn the 
^Ir and Ussuri rivers to the Khrabet stehotealln# and !»rth 
to toe Stanovoy iOurebef mA D^d#«ir KScebet regions* »n« 
^lia straddles ts® disisited regions between the Soviet Union 
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China* Both fetes® are of immy mepon eommtrm- 

litoii tofeh nations have alssilea in Iteont of eadh others 
fiDontiers* In the areas tSm ai^lopienfe is Imgmlf 

for th© tjoraer war In cenfaral Asia* Bat sonthwisrd® ft» the « 
Chinsae in Tii»t anS the toiriefes in Tuxkestan# the Mablan mm 
comsa wlttsin normal mlaBiie rmme i^ich can finiS aapport# 

©hoiali the need ariie# firaa tli^ hwet®' da^lopienfe mw <soiic®ntra>- 
ted along the Biiwlan-Chinise and i4otitoliatM:hinese frontiers* 
the Soviet range itm these «reas <r»nld be Dimgo Gercia in 
below cMtral Indian ocean and Masirah in northern Indian 
Ocean i*e* Fabian sea and ior Chinese h*R*b»I4s almost any^ere 
in India. Central Asia is within reach of ti«s. Missiles 
Cnnclear submarinis) opisrating in the indi<M ooe^. Iho land 
and see ft’on tiers face each other directly and in case of a 
major nuclear war both regions could easily be activated* 

India has a pevotal position In the soviet policy of 
encircling Chinas mainly because it offacs the advantage of 
a land ftontler said access to a sea frontier, with its long 
coastline# the Indian sub continent could offer the Soviet 
accoos to the northwest or «abian sea section of the ocean. 
Soviet effort© in economic and othioc assiataE»® is related to 
thl© central strategic advantage India offers. liven without 
access to the western Indian ports and bases# a frlenay or 
ev^n a nttitrj^ India is d im®Jse significance to tl® &>viet8* 


3a# Ibid# p* d3* 





Brow an ©wall sacwrity polnl;^ tha Soviets soe^ maim 
mssm tiia« tli® inaiatis naad the Soviet Uhioii*^^ 


■Wlto all toaicatione poit^ing to a ioag draw etalciiiat® 
te sij»-»Sovtet relatton, the ftieeiae® have to- give seme 

sort of peraanenc^ to their relatione with tti® Jtcatolan sea 
csountrie®. lilatearaJ. iiiiis have eeldam hli^ei on the svalle* 
hlllty of baeee and related matters • it tiae been a ©oneeepeno 
of political llrike tdiich the entire gambit of ^llat® 

rallsm« iiKsludit^ economic mid ealtairal tiee* the Sinot-Soviet 
dispute has made the Husaiana particularly cmitione in policy 
operations id.th the. itaportant Arabian sea countries, it has 


i:iie Soviet union has paid greatsr eraphaois to develop- 
ing land-oriented strategic planning in the area bordering tii® 
central and northern Indian oeemi or Arabian sea# So a great 
deal of aiphaels was l*ld to a schwie lasinched in I9d9 and 
revived In 1972 for an overland rout® iiiflcing the U#s.s.a* i4th 
Iran. Afghanistan. India and Pdsistan. Haval deployment in 
thlc region is to suplewnt an^hasis laid to developing 
accessibility through land routmi# soviet Navy ha® also 
been used in r^lonidi conflicts eithme to iWter other poii^r® 


23# Ibid# P# 64. 



isxssn cojnissg In on other @l4e or to dleplsgf solidarity with 

mi 


®ie soviet Mavy had eetald-isl^d naval facilities in 
Etlatopla# Sowialla# Kenya# ffmirities# YoMn# Aden# Kawal 

Iran# India# F^lstw# liiil® it is dodbti&il ^letter ail the 
countries mentioned itoove offer nayai facilities for soviet 
ynloR# it is a fact that the soviets have b®«i actively «aga»** 
ged in a orograwne of espandiiig many of its facilities in tl^ 
host oountries# mmally in e^ehange for aid* 


The Soviets are on the verge of navi^ daminatlon# Taiqr 
haii« eat up in recent years permanent mooring huoys and fleet 
anchorige points near the islauid of Sksootra# east of A&m# in 
the Dahlak Islands In the Bed Sea and evan in the chagos ar- 
chipelago Itself wtere Die^ oarcia is located* Ih^e fleet 
anchor age ^ints or tetthli^ stations# ibscurlhed as Hoating 
bases «:e also Itoimd In ttm Arabian sea# south of Seychelles# 
ito»ambic|ie Channel# off Maarlties# Madagascar# Cargodo® island® 
& elsewhere* As<»rdliisg to ^sericaii aoareos# the soviet Union 
has three major naval ©iMOrathig baases In the Arabian m& t Aden 
In South Yemen# Ham Qasr in Iraq and in the Dahlifc island® in 
Sthlopia. 


la South Y«aaa» the soviets are "using Aden a «i 

rtM -jaae «na the laiga »ix*leia »«Ut outalflo the city 


34* ia>id# F. %% 



British as a ha«e ior tacsoimalssanoi flights* •• cn Islanii 
of lAich awalaates the approeoh to Red s©a Cat the 

iiioRth of the Qslf of Mmlr the aevlets have eonetriieted a 
aaval radS© station and amitnltion di^t.^® 


oharaetaat* Mter the visit of the 'tmmi eroim prince to Mos- 
cow in 19 5d that the allianee was developed* Since then the 
Soviets widened and de<qpened. the Hadeida Hirhoar on the Red sea* 
Since the revolntion that toppled the Mm, the soviet aesis- 
t®ic® has Increased and now the Soviet ha» alwoet replaced the 
U.iwR. as the aiain «wli®F to the Ifemen Republican®* 


tt-aqi which aspisei to be a eajcir fersien Oilf Poi-Jir is 
isy feftiildlng a iiodttn port at a head ©f the gnlf with Soviet 
leistance. A Soviet-lra# treaty of ^prll 1972 provides that 

le Soviet Maw can u«® !**» Qaer at wUl in return y*s*s*R, will 


35* Jawatkar# K*s** blego oarcia in mternattonal Dlploii^y, 
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etxem^smn tm nawy* Thim porfe Ib imim m^rnnim with 

the telp o£ So¥l®t techfitciana* Kimar anS Os® clae® mimll® 
p&tml boats rsAtoes Ismlm ism^ of action its 

tlM nmmw waters of tlia Persian Oilf. ^ Recently the Soviet 
nine sweepers hm»& at Basra, Iraq and eqilpad J5or Intellige- 
fice gathering autles, htm maintains^ oonsti^t Snnreillance 
of th® stxalt of HcMEiius isomiecsts the Perslim oilf ana 

tte €ui£ of Onan# an arm of the ^ablis} sea* Port vmn Q&me is 
20 miles from Basra, 


fuel and missiles and a commtnicatioRs centre, mim the 
help of Dahlsite islands base Soviet car ip became tf#ht on the 
;vi:^ath of the Bed sea. Hie mar It toe power around the Soviet 
union in a stareoith sufficient to deter outside interference 
in the internal affairs of Soviet allies iSlce Ethiopia and so- 
uth Yeneis, In ^suit of this policy. The Soviet Mavy has 
the use of the Oil f port of mu «asr in Iraqi untlll the «it« 
break of the iran-Irac war, With these the soviet Haval access 


37, Ibid, P, 112. 

38, Ibid, P. 112. 
3P, Ibid# P« 113. 





Fabian sea an^ mrnm-^md, soa i^proaob p»via® 

a 1 Ills bet»@n Far East; provlncea o« th® Soviafe Oatoo aad 

the BIkSc e®ai Th® exi»feiiiig intarnal limi rwite® canifiDt be a 

siibetifeut® for tbeiet bwt® ©osooBilieai anil conii»0i«rt; ®ea roiifceo# 

niB primary aim of tbe Soviets iji the arabian »aa today is to 

redace the offensive power of the western allies by o^i^lling 

them to csorjwlt far greater forces to defencs® of the ®ea - 

lanes than the Soviet Union need ^loy to attadt them# strar 

tegic priority# in a view of an ^atr alian Es^ert Comittaw 

given in the «r@a# is the aohievas»ant and maintairHinee of a 

strategic balance with tte united states# eactension of Idie 

Soviet military and econoaic infliiences throughout the world# 

40 

and containment# as far as possible# of the influence of China* 
The rea^ne fw the Soviet presence In the M’abian sea Incluite 
a desire to reach the iN’nw Waters# increasing of iii.flii@nce in 
the area# political oontaiisa«at of China# Md pride in power* 
^at particularly w«rl®» the Suss Ians is the arrival of U*s* 
nuclear isibmarines In nm region whi<d» can entore longer and 
operate at greater d^ths* These missiles cam mov© more sile- 
ntly between the atouatain range® and rifts on the well mapped 
out M-abian sea floor* Bmmm of such mlsell^# tdi® targets 
in the soviet union would be well iilthin the range of the ,iub- 
msrin , . sting in the Indian CJcean as well as in the Aroian 


40. V*K* anas in# super tower Rivalry in the Indian ocean# 

s.Chand & c«^ainy# w®w Delhi# R# Sf* 





neutaraiise at at ttm wmnt of a flenarai war, aw3 to ovorccam® 
M^rican pi‘€H»aoininaiictt to stratagte naelair e^aoit^r* 


Ibr this purpose# It ai^ars that tl» Sorleta haw op- 
ted to hf pass western naval pre-fsoinMfe’aiX* and to rely on the 
freedcwi of the sea® to tiae of peace to protect ttsoee naval 
units liileh It hopes to matofeato permaiwaitly within w«i«»n 
rarjcfe of western strUs® units# A Swiss Mews Paper writes that 
tSie growing soviet naval presence to the israblan see Is pro- 
bably less directed towards China than toward® the Intnrxuptlon 
$1 control oviT th® provlsloii of flow of oil products end other 


41* K**i* fjidhu# indlitfs ocean# Harnam prdcashain# ^w helhl, 
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to th@ iteiiblaii s@s op#n for tfwsir roaritteie acfei»» 

t««i> . - ^W 

witlmm so essential lor their economic mnriiral. 


X t© protoct feh® regional eonn tries from the Auer lean 
intervent ton to achleva thffeir political alms lo^ 











to &i th© eiBR©, 


to tlir@at©R tJi© i«©8t©m ©apply roat©s tor tlse txaa©- 
portation of oil ©aS otlwa: 8 ilii©r©l 0 # particalarly 
daring ©f»©rg@ney« 


©:^lolfe tl» lerablafi ii@& rowarc®* ©spoelally i&xnA* 
mlMTals and oil for fel>ii!ii«l‘©®«. 


to aaantor-act «*© ®w»«s^atoliig military to®©© of 
#iii®rica in tlw aral>ian i»»a tocmlng a strat@|fic tri-> 
an^le iron ©©mn© tonn in Soatli MStlea# itlm ^tealn 
and Dj Itoati in tli© iNralan cuif son© to tli© main 
baa© In tli® eotlctoni ©oand on the iteetMrn csoast of 
Aastralia.^^ 


7« to challenge the unerican global topramacy^ 


B®cent political csriai© of Iran# the iren-iraq war#Sovi#- 
et thrast into Afghanistan and ^erlcaii dSci©ton to Increas© 
enns supply to their fclend# and allies in toe wratoian s@a 
area# haire farther complicated the regional inwixommnt & 
Impres© the safer power© toward® to® Arabian 


Howeiwr# neither tor toe united states nor the Soviet 
Union# id the Actolto se® a vital region# and #ill© the soviet 
iiijtoii coaid have claim to 1»® a regional nation# to© united 
■ • , ;i ; D.J: '•ie iast M it ha® been dlfflcaXt for to# Soviets 
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to justify invol'fwuant in %fm wmtm:n jlhiinispher©. TWs Im 
r©alisttc in fete tonal conteadt# pictujr® cli«ig@c 
It cones to to® «|i®iitton of glotol and i»to to© 

A^ar leans md th® Eusalans operatli^ «s mpav po^iwcs tn th® 

»a« ®t® ©mpliasls# urturatogy# and iteploywient tier© mo/ymm 

to a atff«r«nt plane* 

‘fhm Soviets hmm been aiMre tl»t tl.s* naval moapoil® 
could b© easily Ixagatod th© indiars ocean and this area 
of Bahian eoa of Indian ocaati can also he used by U states 
four this ptirpos® to toe ^laiin portion of totir twrltoty and 
partially to toe mropeim sector* In fact# it nonld ^pear 
that VolmiM suite op<Hrafeifig in tha iMrabian sea is second only 
to th® Ei^^tc-rn ftedit^ranean in tersw to target ooverige of 
Soviet t«i:ritory*^ It was this factor and development of toe 
polar is ©2 and Sj «id their poselbl® us® in toe jurea (the 
used from the Arabian sea could attato th© areas as far notith 
as Lenif^ais «d all to© main indastrial area® ttom to® OK- 
rain® to the Kuabas^# that made th® Russians set up* They 
£©lt that with an unerlcan presence in the wrabian sea they 
had teewne vulnerable IteR a region totoh was very close to 
their stores and they hfi^ no srea of the sswe nature fro® vtsich 
to threaten tfm lf*s* 


40* R, Q^ta* The Indian scean# Hanrah Publications# P* 65* 
49* Ibid, P* 45. 





Tt» Soviet naval priority ijti tlie ^wrablan eea wm 
ted to the deployment of U*s, ballistio^isBil® jaHamariiiea 
is a conolusion that has been reached iadej^andently aaolan- 
Jidces wiiii i-'toa Oirixe thoufh thwt® m@ a nwaber of naval 
experts %i» see iteerleas tolls ^ in rwixMise to aavlet S^loy- 
ment as a measure to cantor imareaseS Soviet preaence In too 
iUrabian sea after th@ British ifithirev^# with the ^^loyment 
o£ Ag in Sept# 1964, the So'H.ets began to serJtoasly looh at 
their oifn position vi&»a«vi8 toe apparmt sapor j^iority of the 
Americans# particularly in toat was a very seneitive region 
for th«i# 'She warning co:iiceniiiig toe Indian oeean would to 
dire# becaase by entering x it no Target® would to afforded for 
the Soviet Navy in any sense sufficient to eount«rhalanc® s©v«- 
let targets made vainer able throuto penetration of the Arabian 
ee® hy American missile Mitoiurines# 



'^iouat^crbalanc® %he J^nwrlcwi preaeific® in ^tm 

XniSiJW Ocean ®isd @@a is fey peneifetatiliig tte wes^wris 

hmUprnxm, which wouia eatpose Ihe lf.fi. t» attaeSc from Sovlmt 
ballietic 0 iiitaiarines In tite Bam® a» tlm soviet Union i® at 
present threataMied % iNiwrteaii miasllaa ttroia ia» Indian oc«®n 
region. Till then, th® ttaltei states with a ^^lopieiifc in th® 
iniaian cfcean# cleaarly has the ffessaiens in a tight ^t*®® 


grow in ii^rtance both in th® regional eontesit iidvBr® it is 
related to the land front leia of oentr^ii jysia md a» part of 
overall global naval strategy. There is deep rooted soviet 
suspicion that th© conpetltion on ^e sea %fith the united state 
may at get llifced with the cenflict on land with China. 

h very ®ubet«tive part of the soviet effart is in seeing that 
either this does not happen or If it does, they are not caught 
in 0 ii-M position in the lurablan sea. 


m «3vi©t unton is seeking to establish a limited naval 
pr®s«ica In the region prtoarlly as a of Its global 

powfflr and political influsnce. to mipport fltiendly radical re- 
gimes# and €»iint«c U.s. & Chinese tov®« In the area. Signs of 
Significant soviet Interest and naval activity w®r© noticed in 
early 1968 . ®ie soviet tfavy is sustalnliig a s^airon in ttm 


SO. Xbid# F. 68. 







area* signc of slflnificajit soiri«t interest md kuT-uI «!tiirity 
w«re noticed in early 1968* ^ Soviet liavy 1» sustaining a 

ecpadron in th® north vest region of the India® Oeean i*e. 
Mrabian sea* The soviets have no military base of facility In 
the raglon# iSie Soviet Havy has# howevw# laid mooring buoy* 
and anchorages in internatioiial voters in the off Maurities# 
near the Seychelles group md In the Fabian sea# which poms 
a major logistic^ p»obl« to the soviet Ifa'sy bec«as® of lads 
of reliable# sds^ate and swsure shore based support fectilitl* 


To Soiftafe wioi ^ 

ction of a Chinese military base ne^r K«r« 
Si* msik# oefe.-0ee* 7®» Vteil* XIX# no* 2# 
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in tts© prees* W*s.a* Wox^ ciaSmedi tshat a missil© 

hansel tog facility wi» being consfemcfeafl «t Becbwra ^Ich eoiiliS 
libraataii g*s* sh^s araS plaiMMat la ttw *®f ten, teaniana Imd 
already t*ra« roajor bases in the ragioivat Berbwrar ite » Kails'* 
ilxmq) an3 Men, 


sig*» ©* Significant Soviet infssrmt an!3 naval activity 


ottt a ®<|iaaEt»n isoi^islng apt© M vessels fron its pacific fleet 
besea ®t viaatvoBtcilB to firtenaiy Afipo-ieian Countries on flag • 
stowing missions or good will visits#. Some of the soviet ships 
ar© engsgea to fishing opwrattens ana hyarographic surveys# 

Some of them icsap tracSc ©£ nuclesr-povarea U.s. Polaris & 
Poeeiaon BOtoartoea proiAtog mmnA the wfia with thair loMs 
of iCMs ana kMp vigil on the navies of tto i«sat. in 1973 & 
74# the sksviet Mevy asaistsaa in cleariiVBt & Salvage operation© 
In tte 0il£ of Sues# 7h® Fabian sea regten is the mein 3.if!k 
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tetween the soTlet Far Ea«t & European Rusala. * large nutaber 

Of Soviet warships %ms:e sent Into the Arabian mm In time 
of il©«st ^ian ctonflict In Super power to 

th® m^PSi Crtsia, I»* n, hv J.ite.Coeni!l jmiS a-m. Stoais?. 


Xndian oeeayn & threat to ^e west tonte 75 P»g® SS % l^atAic 


Even after the reopening of the Sue* Canal# the Soviet 
Ilnlon ie keep tog it# naval aeployroent in the Arabian e®a to 
low k^# aii^ialllng u*b. i^preliension* that the soviet# woulS 
boost thetr naval activity to the region* Bcrt^h tho Mpor powers 
sff’s liiure or l©sc e^sally benef itt^S* The Soviet BnSon has a 
fsignlficat sefr-baoeS Intervention captbilltsr to tte Mubimm 
sea# mi what is wor@ aignlfleant that nestera powers anfi their 
allies ar® not in th© position to oontrol ffiost of tti® Ingrew 
St ©grew point® tso anfl out of the Arabiwi ®ea alone* 
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<ar^Mi Is a pcywer iighieh cmi ptv^ a sigRlficaiit *©1® in 
tfm Balitlcs ©f th® J^ablan »@a« it his vital Ecsoiiwate stiScas 
in th® area aiija ci|»abl® of projactlRS a naval Image to pro- 
tect tiim» Several littoral states «ia all toe hlg p&w&ite can 


Great Britain anfl N&r%faY follow J to*®* Ji^an » mari.tim@ po®*- 
tten Is ®1» efcran^toenefi toe fact toafe it 1® the most lin- 
l>©rti«fe Ai^bnUaing nation m. toe worlH In 1969, J^an coss- 
atxucted 432 ships^^^wlto 15,6 million ton «3eaa weight, lisst 
mmmy^ the eecond mo®t Important toip«JMli«ln9 
sA«n,«« teinn mnd Sweden ha® third with 1.97 million tons. 







ij-i Ww'ilfl powex" polilliiss of th© ®!i®P 9 @iiiC© of iJa|»~ 
an a® an ©ronomically power ftil mrntm* Mmc Bm Ftanoiaco 
neaty ter military budget has already l» 19 m gone up fiK>m 
101*7 billion yon to 484 billion yen# en increase of about 
five tfeiQS* Japan*© level of defeiKi© e 3 f»endlture in early 
seventies was already cwroensurate.wtth her slae of papulation 
iMt It was out of line with hear enormous production* Eate# an 
.jtoerlcari authority on' J^an# expected that Japan will beccane a 
significant military powerwen at the 1970s level of dtefenc© 
expenditure. Japan’s military expenditure ha© gone up by ano- 
ther five times reaching the level of ^ 10.45 billion In 1981* 
Japan's present Naval strength is Impressive enoughk. : she 
has 14 submarines# 33 destroyers# 15 firigatejs# 37 landi'Og 
craft and 5 large patrol craft. "Th® naval air arm has HO 
CCTnfoat aircraft and 61 armed heltopter©. she has paratHiili- 
tary force of 41 large# 47 mldlum and 76 ©mall patrol craft# 

3 new submarines# 8 destroyers# and 2 firlgates are to be added 


57. Devenara Ksashlk. The Inaiah Ocean, VlXaeh PubllcatJon 


Delhi# P. 58. 
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invesfeineiits, 


Jgpan has a vital interest in tJi© Arabian sea atide of 
Indian Ocean* She depends on tte Indian Ocean sea lanes as 
well as Arabian sea lanes for l/3rd of her overseas trade and 
the Persian Gulf supplies 90^ of the oil re<^ired fcy ha: 
edonmy* 'Ihe J€®»anese Navy appeared in the Arabian sea on a 
flag-ehowing mission in Si^t.- 191® #ien a scfiadron of 4 Japa- 
nese destroyers visited 12 P^ific and Aslan countries In 
the course of a training caruise and good will tour* 


J^an imports all of its crude oil* iron ore# bwxite* 
nickel* wool and cotton and 90% copper* Gil imports play an 
important part in Japanese eoancmlc strategy, Maout 91% of 
Crude oil used in Japan is imported frc»n west Asia throi^h 
Arabian sea. *Ihua without the oil frcmi Arabian sea area* the 
Japanese economy would grind to a halt* Since 1950s it has 
entti^ed into osmpetition with the established oil firms for 
the prospecting said prodiction of oil in west Asia* In 1958 
Japan obtained oil concessions in the off-shore areas of the 
neutral 2 pne between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, Oil production 
in these fields started in 1961. Ih© J^anese oil interests 
have established a firni foottold in west tola* 


58. Der A Davies* l^e Challenges of Japarw Far Eastern Ecom- 
mlc review* 2 Jan* 1971* P. 30. 




Japan* s oil interests in tte area have enabled. It to 
forthei' its economic llrfics in other fields also, Sandi ^abla 
hae asiced tha Japan to develop its Iron reaoorCes In the Red 
sea coact* Japans trade with wst Aslan region has also 
shown a marked rice* But this wa® affected 'bjf the clocure of 
the sues Canal in , oil Scm the Persian Qilf# Iron# 

Copper and Manganese £r«n India# Ck^tton# Wxmt & i(ix»l from 
India - all vital to Jinan's ecxmomsf and the increasing trade 
mostly carried in ships fly teg te flag# all the se 

miSte the Arabian sea area a matter of vital national tetwest 


Japan, in other %^rd8# more than 

was tweatenea. Japan's navy, or the Maritime selt-Defence 
iurco. as It In called, was cred:ed In 1952 with the help o* 
American naval vessels and maritime alxcratt. Since Japan Is 
a maritime nation. It Is essential that Japan liBUld strive t. 
safeguard Its lines of eonmunlcation. Navy has an Important 
place in Jit^anese military strategy. The fourth Defence Pro- 
gremne of Jepan *.r the years 1972-76, ^Ich Is estimated to 
cost a 16 billion, would strengthen the Japanese navy still 
further. It is sapected that the Japanese Navy «»ld be stre 
gthened with the addition of » new vessela, mostly destroyer 







gutomarines an^S also saw© new unte‘-sea detection device! 
100 ant I- submarine warfare aircraft,^ 
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poXifeicsl OS' nilifcaiiry allQsircicnt wlt^h local po'ftjtt's, 
s©® 3 not'? txsfid ii5 Japan’s M’ablati sea policy* 


J^an is believed to be wall on tli® verge of becoming 
*. .’:acleer power* In aiiQf case# she was already at the bag inning 
of the i970c a major maritime power, fh© military value of 
Japan has lomj been recognised in the United states iwid tt» 


Jean’s image of India is not a favourable one# and 
despite the loudly proclwedS love for in many political 

circles in India and their plea for an India-Japai-Mstral la 
axis to meet the needs of a fast chaining altuatton In the 
Fabian oea area. Due to her dreams to Integrate the states 
undar her neo-colonial tutelage#' India and other states of 
Arabian sea have reaction to be apprehensive of the emergence 
of Japan as a formidable military and naval power and ter 
aeslgns to slice o* wet teUn iUtotal tton the Arabian aea 

to the Pacific Qwnunlty under 
for joining them as i^jpenaages wa . 







■ 


til® joint U,s,«-J^ane®© control* Hhe Japan ee® self-Defence- 
i\3Tce has been officially eatten^d b^ond the hounie of the 
Japanese territories anji It has 'been declared that Japan 
tended to start patrolltog of oceai-laneB regularly within a 
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and of tte 6800 nautical mile long shlppir^ lane ■which csonnects 
her with tl® Persian Qilf through th® .Arahian sea aii<a the 
straits of Malacca, She trlei to win the goodwill of the 
oil producing west Itelan nations and India Itaelf al«3. Japan 
has a fertillner plants in PaSclstan too and has extended 

cooperation in raai^ small scale indfcistrles. J^an wants 
peace and stability in the area* Instability# in har iclew# 
stone from an inadequate econorole development of the littoral 
states, JBgm believes that the political instability in many 
littoral states of the r^lon is a real source of insecurity 
in tte Mrabtan sea# for this accentuate rivalry omong ttie 


interests at stdce in the sea# throughout Japaa's HKsdern 
history# F^ussia has been seen as a meanacii^ neighbour# a 
challenge to tte nations security, if not an anany at war. 
The tredittonal negative attitude of the J^anese towards 
Russia and the outstanding territorial dispute continue to 
create strain in tte Russo-J^ancse relations* 

The setting up of competitive naval presence in the 


63, The Strait® times# 20 March, 1971. 

64, Ibid, Pm 172. 



states. 


Chinese pi’iox'lty of this area is to a>anter the laoves 
Sirecteja her the Soviet Unlori an^ thsir allies. China Is 
showing Sjnaceaslng Interest In countries In off #iore Islands- 
Seychelles and !!aurlta is- located In the border area of Ara- 
bian sea. Chines© activities are directed toward® economic aid^ 
relief assistance# ccwnerclal relations# military aid in the 
form of traing and military hardware# mw&tt to national lib- 
eration movements and attempts to counter super pot-ars influ- 
ence# especially the tovlet Union, whereever possible. 

After the exit of the Soviet from Somalia the Chinese 
are endeavouring to cultivate Its relations with lt»gadlAu. 
in View of China's pivotal role In the global balance of power# 


area Is a source of deep concern not only to India and other 
countries In tl'se iiteedlate vicinity tot also to Japan. Hiough 
her economic interests are mostly depended on south East Asian 
countries but with the withdrawal of arltaln and Intervention 
of Super- po%ierB in the area JapMi can not ignore h«r presence 

— ^ A ..... ...» ■ 





tlie feels that It wuia to© to Its benefit to enoourao© 

Chinese moms to checkinat© the growing Soviet Influeiwe in the 


The Chinese interests In the i^atolan sea are prlntarlly 
of nature* Having long-co-tecmlnous border with the 

Soviet Unton# the Chinese Interest In the Arabian sea is to 
checJk the growing influence of the latter as It tends to help 
the Soviet in accfulring a danifiJmt positton on the Asian «xin~ 
tlnwit and inhibits the Chinese to cosipete for leadership of 
the Qawnunlst raovemerh in the Gul#-Asian countries# Not that 
China desires to see the expansion of American domination in 
the ^wratoiaw sea area# they support tte American naval preseifwe 
in the area as it Is eaqiected to counter balance the Soviet 
naval presence with a hope to benefit Scorn this maritime con- 
frontation. Since China can not play its role effectively in 
the regional and global diplomacy because of the relatively 
backward navy and the distaiKie of Arabian sea their home ports, 

they suo;3©rt the American presence purely for limited and 
- 6S 


Super powers contention for-tegonony and division of 
spheroa of influence attract the Chinese presence in the 
region of /cablan sea. mt as the political events on the 
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Indian ous3«contin©nt at Uiat time gave an edge to the soviet 
Uftion fcr their support to India against f^lstan* Yet the 
Chinese wish to thieve their alms and aspirations osspand- 
ing their influence in south wd South*East Asia which they 
visualise would talce a long time, Chinese view is that there 
should be no agreement toet^«n the great powers fiar the con- 


from her shores and idioBe waters wash coasts of many 
countries firlendly to her* P^ing would remain interested in 
the »ablan sea £or her security, for protecting her interests 
as user of that sea# and for preserving and esfjanding her 
influence Ijn the fltlendly osunferles of the region* But# unlike 
the /Mexicans and tte Russians# the Chinese have to tradition- 
al interests In the Arabian sea* Wiey made slgnlftcoit diplo- 
matic and ecottomic in the area only after ti» aawnunists 

came to power in 1949* These efforts# which include both 
trade and forlegn aid to selected countries liJce Pakistan# are 
designed to increase the Chinese influence m the region* 
Mlliterlly# the Chinese have not v^itured out of their ci/n 
coastal waters, althousfe they have a ships are capa- 

ble Of such #eploy«»nt. lb a.te, the Chinese see little value 

In naval operations In the »-.lan sea. Ihey fully realise 





that Ch±T,z can :xsef2 no Sjwaeitate ttreat either to the American 

or the Soviet naval power in the Arabian sea* China's navy Is 

rather aiall ana is beltevea to comprise of Soviet K»aeis of 

the oarly 19 Ws# Hie oaratnana^ of tl*s*Ak**s 7th fl«it conceaea 

on 6 jane 1970 that tte presence of Chinese naval units in the 

garea was f»t substantial and aia s»t pose any threat to the 
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security of the region* 


China has no outlet# 


»ria stanaaras# the Chinese navy is not a big one# near is its 

efficiency yet apto the raatlt. In 1971, oat of tto estimated 
40 BuUnerlnee, only one was a long-range and was ecJilE^ed with 
ballistic miesllo tubes, the rest were conventional medium or 


sower Rivalry in th« insSian ocean# 
de# N0W Delhi# 
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In the capability of the Chinese Mavy has r»v®c 

been seriously tested. It was not actively Inwlved in the 
Korean War and the planned Invasion of taiwan n®ver bade part. 
Ih© mal itative inadecfiacy of the Chines© Navy beccenes imme- 
diately evident if on© coiispares it with Its potential Naval 
contenders in the irablan soa. ' China may not foe having any 
base or port facilities In the ^i^ian sea at present Mt she 
is mt without her naval presence there, ftit today it is said 
that China has a missile tracking ship and a missile recovery 
ship. She is also believed to ha^ installed an elabocat© 
telanetry e<|ui^ent jtor monitoring the final phases of the 
I^nfcrv of her icm4 Oilch was to b© launched across India into 


China revealed her new thliking %lien the official Peo- 
ple's Daily announced on 4 June 1970 that China would build a 
big modern navy in order to meet the soviet and the U.b. naval 

threats In the regton.’® China is essentially a land power, 
and her military thinking has heen land oriented *or long. 
Bxmee o£ this, a lion's share o* the resources available to 
the erraed forces went to the army and the air forces, leaving 
a very small slice for the navy, this was presumably due to 
the salience o£ defence over offence In the Chinese strategic 
thought, ihc above statement in the Chinese official P^er. 
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Alfnost this region anergosl as a distinct area 

of po^«r conflict In the Internal and International ^teres. 

The state system in the region is a conglora«ratlon of develop- 
ing states# and tha'e are vast differences in the stages of 
their development# as wll as their re^nses to inter-state 
relations* Ptnenclal pro^erity feas arisen out of the oil 
rovemes. Uut has lea to the problem of Investment ana asvelop- 
mont. IhlE oltuation was alsturbea ty the arltleh govwratients 
aeelaration In Jan. 1966,''^ of Its Intention to wltharaw ntlt- 
tally fr»i the region ty the end of 1971. This created a 
power vaciaim and more pressing proMems of security In the 

reg ion* 
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China watcheja the post 1968 ilewlopBjents In the region 
tflth interest but dautlon* Interest in the region was as raiich 
a reflection of its post cultural reiiolutlon pragmatic ioriegn 
policy as it was the cautions contimiation of its phased policy 
towards the west Asia region initiated in 19 5S. At first# 
China* B inwlvanent in the region was indirect and Chiefly 
within tl» framework of its revolufetoniry antJU-colcmlalist 


the rick of wax- in pursuit of thli 
bcHGved to b© a part of th^ 


Bor supiOorftng PAistan an 
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politicians, China will strive to establish a strong -and even- 
tually dailnant presence th®'©* Host of the wesstern aaaalyats 


leadership of the Socialist world and the merlcan leadership 
of the impcsrlallst world. 

In early June 1974, Cl^^tlna warned the world against a 
Soviet offeuBlw on all the high was, especially In the iuca- 


m ■ i ■ kit*. titj 


by fidl means. Through all media accessible to Filing, It has 


TOstern J»la and the Gulf region. She has vehemently cjondumned 
the Soviet naval presence in the ^abiiSfl sea amd hw charged 
the soviet; Union with adopting a gunboat diplomacy to fulfill 
the vacuun earned by the withdrawal of the Brlti^ forces from 
the Bast of suez,*^^ Ihe Chines© arraign the Russians fbr 
having IntentiofiE to establish their hegemony from the Black 
eea to t‘m pacific, including the Heditorranean, the Red sea. 
Oil .-Arabian sea and Indian ocean as a whole. It has 'been a 
constant theme with China that the bitter global contention 
betwean the soviet iMtoo and the United States tor the world's 
straifci will load to a new itorld w. 






Dae to the growing economic power in the region and 
Soiriet attempts to be firiend Ji^an i»id Manoeairre her into an 
anti-Chinese posture* China has decided not to sit tight and 
be a msere spectator of tdi© creation of naval bases in the 
larablara sea both by tte Russia i«»a the U.S.A. she has already 
initiated a program© of naval esqjansion and shipbuilding in 
order to participate in the existing struggle in the wrf»lan 
sea* China has always looked towards Pikistan for gwrovidlng 
her with a base and otter facilities in the Wr.^ian sea area, 
in this reference the Kasl^ar-Gllglt-Karapfchl Road also goes 
in favour of China* fcr it gives her a direct overland access 
to the Jurabian sea* lAtti tl^ help of this road China would 
be able to csover the area with due time and strength to counter 
the mom DOwers confrontation and intervention in the lorablan 


China is extraordinarily keen to enlarge the area of 
her Influence. She has developed close relations with the 
border countries of ;«rdDlan sea like Ihnsania and Pakistan, 
ftor ttoe to tto© there have been r^rts that China is about 
to test te ICM, the traSectory of the test weapon being over 
India to -tie iurabian sea. Ihls is a clear isolntar to China s 
strategic interest m the Arabian sea and to her plans to 

* fehere. China wo«l^ flnnly aippo^t 

secure a viable presence tnere* w****** 

.V. in their just struggle against fortegn 



aggcejeiion and for the defence of their netional Sovereignty 

and Unity, hate Chinese j^wielr ChoukEn-Lai had said# China 

^uld Steep doing everything for the sifee of liberating the 

Indian snta-continent and the Indian Ofean ie also the lari^lsn 
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RPA area &om the control of the to® super powers. 


to affect **« ■ ^ 

any slgnlficait she has m control over the western sea 

lanes around the of good hope or over the sue* canal. 

Mao has ab®un»d that# "In order to oppose iB^erlallst aggre- 
ssion# China must build a power ^l Eavy. » China has no wish 
to see the j^cabian ^a dwinated lay iUissla# U.s#A, and India 
also. All her Interests direct China to the Jocablan sea as 
well as the -^wle of the Indian Ocean. *br China# the sea 
means bnUc transport, Cheepness, an. Creedom of transport, asr 
presence In the Arabian sea glees her another Une of pressure 
on mala ana her active Interest In West Asia ana Bast Attica 

depends on access by sea. 

m rHinji must be Icept io mind %ihllo as®- 
Theae Interests of China must 

osslng her future role In the Arabian sea. «. ^ubt. China's 

capacity for airect Intervention In the Arabian sea la at pre- 

ana the aovelopnent of an 



aSecsaate naval strength to oopMa with th® ®up®r powers Is a fior~ 
mWahl© t®A# Indeed* aat# the Chinese tenacity Mid purposlve- 
nes8 In this field should not be underrated* As China* e naval 
power csqpands# she Is likely to strengthesi her naval presence 
in the Arabian sea* Sl» would e®nd more submarines Mid war- 
©hi|»6 there# partly to contend against big power® - eapMclally 
the Soviet Onion - and partly bo carry saonvlctlon with t»r 
fitiends# particularly Ficlstwi. Peking would certainly try to 
look for port facllittes# If not naval bases* It la only a 
matter of time be tore China begin® to eomentrate on raarltiitie 
es^ianalon In th© same way as ste ®et out to dominate the Indi- 
ans# Vietnamese# Burmese wid other South Sast Aslans on land 
frontiers* For the Chinese warships & submarines# Fiklstan ic 
recfiested to provide naval base facilities to station In th© 
Arabian sea# ftrom where they will ply Ih the rematelng Indlatfi 
ccean and Persian Gulf more fretjxenfcly and there is indication 

*_ *-^4n©ire« Its iftilitarv ccesenc© in this 


Wie Chinese decision to open up with luiwaic ana mwi 

raarlly aimed at oounterliB aovlat pseaEures on the QiXi 
1 lra<> M. regards the newly declared eoverlegn states 
■ain, Qatar and the WA», the anxldtar to attract than was 
,n either side. China md the a.viet onion were at one 
xwting the Iranian view that the affairs of the region 
be managed the littoral atates without any forlegn 
the O.B.*. had delegated the ta* of 
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the region to Eran mi agreed to provide arma itor this 
porjxsse^ the fermula affected the Int^reets of other extra- 
regional po%m:B like the USSR and the P!C, Pereas the Soviet 
union aiES^proved of the Iranian annmisiit prograRsmie# China 
supported It as just and understandable, thus goinu along with 
toe USA towards blodclng a possible breikthrouto ih the region, 
Eiren though China failed to get a foothold fer it»lf in the 
region# it succeeded in building Itself as a counterpoise to 
the Soviet Union, iSjaultatoously# it tried to deepw its 
intolvement In the region through other a veimes sjch as its 
oil resources and rich fnarket, 

China’s objective In ac<|iirliig an Interest in the region 
due to its strategic location was part of the Chinese i^proach 
to the W.ANA region where# apart fstoi establitoing dlploitiatic 
relatione with most of the l«ab states# China had not made much 
headway in gaining any influence# if not control# in the area. 
In the field of trade and aid, the measures of Chinese success, 
wan Italtoa. Even thousJi the traSe relatione pleJcea op ana 
lalrly establlshea. It ooeia not be aaU that China had aocfiU 
rea any aegree of Influence «: a fcothoW In any of Ita traai- 
ng partnero in the Gulf. »»ng the Gulf states. Iraq was the 
first to advance towards China and in Kablan sea Coast Psiklo- 
tan. who has given her tha road to come in ‘he region. 


7S. ikN-f- ''<> 



China* c inwlvanent in th@ QUlf a two-way process could 
] 3 e decipl»red. It was a response to the post 19 M dcvelopnent 
In tte rasgion and after 1971 China beciwie nor© active in 
cultivating its influerwe, k parallel developnetfc was the 
©m^ge^wse of the Qilf as a fllst&ict itmm of intwrnatlonal 
rivalry in th© wabian sea & Indian Ocean# Ewnts in the two 
»nes increasingly interacted with each-other. Ite eituatton 


in the Gulf-Jyrabl^ s®a area was fluid as there was a ©crambl® 


betw^n the superpowers for influence# not only in this area 


but also in th© %tol© lndl«i ocean, in the overall strategic 


seenario# there was an intM'action between the national inter- 


jsts of the region m& extra-regional states. Among the later 


group, besidas the tw> auperpouerfc China and India ware also 
Interested powers. China made a deliberate bid to establish 
Itael* as a possible object of eounterbalance, and It had to 


redicon with India as w®ll. 


China's strategic Intatests In the Gulf region became 
more pronounced in the wdce of the developments m the sub- 
continent through 1911. in the new power balsnce In South 
Asia. India emerged as a ^t».ln.nt «tor. «.d the soviet Union 

. itmnst at th© sem© tlm©# Iran ac<|ii 

sustained that s«s it Ion* A.lmos'c ■ 

I fcw. /ati # iMid it ®n|oy®d th® bleslngs of 
red predcffilnanc© in the Golf, ana m ©uj®! 

f 1, laias a strategic interdependence 

the u.e. mstorksiaiy# ® 

^ i«iA- Both of the big powe 

between the calf region and South Asia. a>tn o 

a, their relations and tawlvementE 

are buoy to grow and develop th 
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with different types of agreeinent «na establishment in the 
regloni ttiis shoi« their* s willingness to their In- 

flaence to the area and attract the littorals to ccaae with 
ttem* fwic played by the super powers in the area is 

mainly a toed to establld:! wipertorlty a«d maintain their ob- 
ligations due to the lettorals of the area* So China is 
worried of growing influence of powers ito the area and 

tryir^ to aipport to tte roalntainance of security in tte 
region all the littoral states without* 

China's new policy demenslonB In the Oolf ana wablan 

sea region are In Uie as a revolutlonsry power, China has 

gloBMl interests ^*lch It actually purmes. Chinese •'global 

strategy Is to unite all those who can be anltea against the 

two super powers which. Chins helteves, are Imperialists of 

aif^rent hues, ** Ibr the lagjlinentatlon of her this strategy 

In the .wabtan sea area vtxie China wouia like the littoral 

states to inaiviaually and severally a* the two aiper powers 

to leave the area.'” But China was at the sane time acting 

the w.er leans not to gilt this region on the plea that the 
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Soviet Union tsould fill fbc Vmem* 

Ki. rti^rmlasion of East African csount- 
Chlna had sought the «*• 

a. station* to l«*c^ it® 

rles to mt ap trad«lng station* w * 








tine vjestea'fi region of &i@ Indian oe@an* China hae world*® 
third largest navy iwt oonfinlng It to a dejfenslv® rote of 
earning China* s coastline Into a groat wall of steel. Hi® 
China *B ships had not v®ntair«2 outside their own coastal 
waters acoardlng to a »ngltong refjort. 


Like the jwr leans# the Chines® has also her Intention 
to enlarge naval facilities available to her In PJelstai# 
Sotttoern y«nen end Tenawiia gain sesae credence. In the long 
join# the Chinese will use tl»lr n«wal power to stxengthsn 
their enflvwsnce in the irahlan sea. 



Clilfia Isas csoft^teHiiiBj3 tJie Sovtet# fsavai 

presenc© to fete Arabian sea but alao cbangea h®r with pursue 
log gunboat dUpiom^y m^ing ti^isrlaXlsfe attw^te at erecting 
a laarittoe frcsm aieg to ^’^ailtostcaSe and thereby en- 

circle China, * Ih© Chinese felt that the soviet help to India 
tfas motivated by its desire to encircle China «id to fulfil 
the dreams of the Caars In the in^lm @ea« 


CD. Ri^enara Singh. Bolltlc* oS M>e malM *«« 




The «atolan eea area i«oiil3 ©raj&iaHjf hmmm more ana 
raore Important Itor China for a variety of reaaona* It has 
already dawlopad serlott# @conc«nlc lRt«reat«. In saveral li- 
ttoral states. China’s essiwt potentiia wcmld develop «d it 
might like to have areas y^hich ar® oamparlittvely ikee flcm 
international csojnpetltton which it can exploit. 


The growing Chinese oil raguilriRients is anotter her 
economic interest in the Bahian i^a area# e^»ecially in the 
Arabian sea area# especially in the Parsiisi onif region. The 
Chines® have invested heavily in oil eaploratton in the maiii- 
liaid after their estrangement with the Saviet tmion lAich was 
lei IfliportMst source of oil supply tor them, lut after oon- 


frontj^ation between then# Soviet Union have closed the oil 


apply to China* China can not ignore the need of oil tor 


Indastrlal modernlaation and tor the iwy e^ecially* Chlnafe 
glowing mcarchant marine# y^ich ha® nearly . doubled itself since 


I960, would also need more oil* Besides others# only the Per- 


sian GUlf oil offers the best possibility in terms of shorter 

distance anS also leaner competition. *n agreement on 11 June 
1971 Has signed with Iraq fer developing oU reeouxces and 
indantry.®^ China alao come with toiK* In Iran wh* Pdciaten 
mediation wna possible to her In thio region. 


The DO U log openly declared aapport tor the pollcgr o* 
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the sliah of Iran In the Arabian sea ana the Persian OiXf after 
1977 . It was said % Mao in 1953 «iat *in order to oppose 
teperiallst aggress tone ye must build a po^seatful naiiy.*^® 


Duorlng the Eightesnth Century# Hranc® eon tended w Ith 
Britain for supremacy in the Arabian sea region* At the end 
of this prolonged struggle# the British had managed to evict 
the fraiK!® from their strategic positioiis in zniia and# during 
the His^leonic Wars# firwi Miisritie® (ea3.1ed by Itjwice# He de 
prance) and the seychellee Islands.®^ But during the second 
half of the 19th century# Prance staged a comeback into the 


area* Besides tte island of Reunion# returned by Britain in 


1818# Paris esti^Xished oontrol over the large island of Mad»~ 


gaocar and the CcMuoro islands# and mt a colony in the Qilf 
of Tadjoura# naming it tte Erencdi coast of s«»iAi id.th its 


capital In Djibouti* 


The irench derolonlsation of Africa was followed, with 
certain hesitations in the mutm Indian ocean region. Baoc^t 
M^iore# other Islands declW'ed in^pendent state and now Mahore 


82* IMd# 113. 
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In sewral of these piece® Pert® he® att«»pt®cS to raalup- 
tain a polltical-^tlttary footholi, fbr Instance# under m 
a^esKient with the newly in^^®iia«nt Malagasy RapiMic# the 
French t'^xo able to maintain « alx base and to garrison the 
strategically inportant naval base of biego Suarez, Ihis 
nrran^ement oontinued for over a until 1973# tim 

french wex'e compelled to withdraw from their facilities foll- 
owing a Change of goieriment in faiianvifo# In the strategi- 
cally !Ji!|»ortant Republic of bjihouti locatod at ths ssntraiic® 
of the Bab-el-M^deb strait# fr«ce has stationed tM» french 
infisntry regiments and two s^ai^con® of the franrts air force# 
The french navy also uses Djibouti*® harbor as a naval ban®# 


Tho key to unaacBtandlw nmat'a contlmea pr«rnce In 
anfl i^oUctoE towarar. the KebUn wa reaton 1. to to Ibana In 
Paris's jotcoptlon of Its ataWa as a 9»at powr. As eueh. 
Itance clatar, to hwe a global »!• l«ato«.aent of Khat iraneh 

leaaore like to call the tonaaeini-. of toe teo toperpotora, • 

I#. -.t4i»#» natural to have a mUitary presence 
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iis th© Arabian eea region neasfc only to that; of the soniet 
Union an^ the United states* Bet this inreeenc© is only 
Jestifie^ for reasons of national preitlgei Pmls i® ^le to 
point to w »0 taif^ibl® and prapaatic laotives for its Wabian 
m& In'WlWMnt# 


R-ench fosses® tons in the <«estern part of this m& 
re«|iSxe protection* Thase possessions are located along the 
sea lanes leadli^ to ai^ fras the snes ciuial and along the 
e£$>e route down the east coast of Afiriea* 1b protect these 
sea rmttee and Its soweign possessions* Paris sees a naval/ 
military establishment as indlspenssble* Hais in 1974* foll- 
owing the Juraib-Israell war of 1973 and the lurtfb oil «»b»p»* 
Paris formally set up a new naval ocHiiiand to eaifcend over the 
entire Arabian sea and the c^e route leading to Indian ocean 
The operational h©ad<SiarterB of th® i^rifyinitor— in''43hi©f of this 
naval rxstwand is located on one of tl® larger ihips whose base* 
Oien not deployed* la the port of ^ Iboutl* 
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it 


■ Tl» canpositton and numbers of the srencii fleet operat- 
ing In the region vary a great deil* At any one mcament* the 
Rench navy may b© TOxe poweartol than either the Soviet or the 
Mmicm s^adrous present to the regton* At times* on® O' 
the cle«enc©aatype attadc carriiars and four or five otl»r 
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«5r,bat *yess8Xs# as well m an unUenfelfled nuiabwr o£ 
asbBjtf'inQs# are to fisnnd In ^loee craters, ih© ■veseel® are 
s»titin©lY rotated between ttse four nairi4 eswmana® of ttie 
fraidhi Kavy# tws of the® In twe water a# one in the Pacific# 
an^ o?Ms In the Indian Ocean* 


in 1974# i^«n the new nawid CKanmeoais '%»& ©etifellshea# 
about TO percent of »r«jCh oil suppllet caneficwn the Bare i an 
Gulf state®, sine® then this ai^ndieiicse on gulf oil has d®- 
cllnea but It le still oonsldleriitole, iven so# supply I In®® 
remain iwy lens sine® most of the oil passe® through the 
Mofiantol<pe' chAiel around the cape. 


h fi©n80 of thB Itanc® attich®® to tlias® ii>- 

fcorosts ana to Its rol© in th® region c« be guinea bf 
eiatlng that long before tbe ia@a of a Rapid i-oplo^nent jEbrce 
(RDP) was ooneeived in Washii^ton# Rrancj® had croated lt« am 
forced intervention. Consisting of airborne and airportrf>le 
iW 3 toris»a units# th® force ©an' b® amplcyod in practically «ay 
part of th® world but is Intended essentially tor us© in Aj&rica 
and in the Indian Oaew and mi^im sea region.®^ Tbs Social- 
ist Qoverwnent of ir««oi® Hitter and has cson finned thii: Brench 
iorces^wlll msiaifi in ^ftlca and that thou® units dtesignatea 

for us® in ©merg@ncle» will be maintained at a high level of 
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readiness. Th'e mtbreilc of fighting between rival groups iti 
Chad In 1983# in which one side was reportedly badced by I#lbya# 
provided a test of Mltterand*s detemtinatioii in this wg^mrd. 

Ch that oocaeton BrenCh fcff'cee did go to t!» aid of th® Chadian 
©overnment Mt not# it seems# withemt oonsiderable enoouragaa 
ment ficom 'Mashing ton# regards 'with toe naval establlshRjent 

In the Indian ocean and ne^- at toe fUtoir© In the »ablan aea# 
toe cSkss® coll door* atton practiced by hhe Brltldi and iXiierlcwi 
csbvcsrwTienfcs osneraHy doii not esdbend to the french# itsweger# 
tfm tore® navies do cooperate In kei^lng a watchful eye on© 
Soviet naval activities. 


8i« 
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4a «ie ladlan oc®aa regton 

haw b«a hwper®i3 the loe# o« the e«eUent baee at Diego 
Bnwc&Sm Since the eitaatioa on Miihore ie smayhiat uhcffirtaln 
and the harhour facilities on Raunioii island are nnoafeisfaetxi- 
Xf nawl base in tte water® around lardolw sea and also around 
the ftosatibi^e channel. Beside® military aid# Eranc© provides 
considerable economic assistance to its termer colonies*®® 


English 


Frandh becws© tlwy radiated 
ssones of the World, the Air 


88* Ibid* E* 485, 
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..ortanc® baeaus® they were the eouree of lawspoitwr im 
ismm was deficient, mt »ancs» hai found it difficult to 
jBest the arltlsh threat to Iwr oosimiiilcattofis and hai thou^t 
of dewloplng a capital ship Haevy. the state of h«r finances 
did K>t poswlt It and had to concentrate on last 

crulatfSf seeHloli^ tortedo boats and submar Inest she also 
built large camisers and subRiarSnes iirr ccmerce tettroyii^ 
operations cRitslde the Hedlt^^rsneiii aij^ported by alriorce* 

Xn order to counterbalarsai the superior ml#iit of <diA British 
fleet# STaiKre plaitmd to hm a mxgmim: air forcse* sueti a 
force could control a Isrge area near her om coasts m& could 
protect hear llow of comnuntoation within the rsdiue of tte 
action of her aircrafts, m airforce tad special Seportanw 
fwe vrmm lisos© source® of supply were warby British bases 
and tri^e routes wd supplies laostly oil passed tiuroiigh the 
iseablan wa and Indian ocean. 
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m Vbmm Is nsA muoli hop® of a miltl- 

latsral mo»ii ms vtanMiaielisKars anS nailer® 

tioiiia p»aMta mm§ Iteitatloii® in Ihe An^lan sea rafloiw 
Tiisraior©# the laarteo of aating tte tmloii «fii of Mlting Hia 
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Im wwshaiiisia® #iWi mm cii©r«t8 idlhlii nm §emm 


th@ b^9 Icwlug imilflr «tid alao non din <M,y iiiiK>lirad 
nith indiwi at&MSontiiiilital ofialro# ofli^ mtoma irnkm and Ita 
i^iMt dipiomais^ is wmm ^ Mia 

nantal states* lilSce tliis ilia noii^allipnmt msmumt hmim Inroa- 
d«c and also awre dlriwsfelsf tewlmid niMi Stsdian md 

lyfirlcan ooast^ scegSons ailairs* St also -woiked §px msXd pmm 
inad 8tai!bSJltt2f wid Ueeadsm of natioBe of tk oliicsr regtois and 
Its J 3 %lcfiiac^ Is iwMr® ao^tiWl® to Mm itetJoas# to^ongs to 

it* o^wr a asmSor of toe nations haw toomi a mnirl^a- 

hie ^titudtei cgrlsis nanageneat and awsi ooafllot soaolation 
MltJrrl:- statoSi as «s«i he ee®** hjf toaiir ml& in 


§4* K*l. Singh# «» fiwelaa mh itaritag® faSd-tostione# Mi- 
laralliM f. m . 
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military intserwuttoa with a irl«i# to Intorposlog uroh s:^®- 
seijce Iselweeini luostil® #r«b stat^sB wm a ©ssawpl© of car to is 
within thft ^jrab westI^ 


‘jte olShfflr oasample l» th« atatSimliig of tho lotflwi i»o«s 
li^ffea afid maldlm tolMd* this §sm was ®®nt to inter- 





in Afiglianisfcari fcilX 3,9S8o to laarlntain jjiJacc aiii3 
etafellity fcimrci# whldi mB afjtect@a lag xmAe. PAistan# ixm 
otiiBS Mq ^ymxB idso Isedilja^ t^iem and Irtwront tlm 
to do mils* & thdjyr wm nar® an^Xtoi lag PAlstan & 

irafi ifAt-b bolp ot i&k art CSiiiia against Soiriet art local 
OjYeriwertr txoops to disturb its cwstltait tonal lii^ awl olifs» 
Bat loi^ a tli@ waited % tim people of art an 

9 )gx&mmt was reacted Itere to iidtJrttw tte sowMb txoo^ in 
InstiAeBient in a flK tiiws# l»it warart tlia rwal® far tteUr on- 
will i»^ actiTifctes i» disturb ttei peaee m& txf to €ari»li tb® 
teiaan character# India si^wtartiii tte soiflet interwntkm la 
hiitnanaterean ground being a resisoiisiia® mmlmc of noa-ali^d 
f!iov?nont wtmse Afghanistan is also a MBmiasCm itil® issiJW ©f 
Afglmnlstan wm ale© raised to WNO Fiicistia md others hot 
strictly opposed by fetes® who don't widh to distarb peac© art 
respect eowreignty «>« &mxf todepert^at nattoh* 






siso hasmisG of «te toninant mle that tl» Iran# p^^isfcan m& 
cow© other nation© of this rsgloii wantieS to pl^ in ^ea ©r« 
faniaa^loiis* TOioimtloii in iriai hm remowS the Shdh &it 
tl» m*js regiffie In tran is efeill too mmtM,® aw3 beset with ± 


I tte region* In a %wg'* mi^ea tti® 
of their I tides with the neiKaligiiimt. 









tte dis|nAe* l!na©®3# Ute Initiative of sending sudh troops to 
Kwait and iialdlves tfid Srllinika rettoet® tim reglonrf. csfaa- 
bility to evolve ©och a mecljiiilam* mxmvm:, snrfi m Inbuilt 
end affcjctlve peace keepii^ !aech»aSeii# aul eftectivo peace 
jceeplng mechanism# fc®' oii«rlng peaee aid st^lllfey# woyltJi help 
* great deal to reducs jpeliaaaee on mllttary c^Alllty ialoiie 
&x national ©ecuacity ®nd tl«i8 help in the fsroiotlon of mnm 
control m&mwcmurn 


Affe^ these# i»si2haol«R8 have fc»en accsipted 'lay the regio- 




ill 



ftjas# aiecusfiliig ©ffeestiw aaid ace«pfe^l© mnB cson- 

larol neasns^ec fcr the sea regies# am »uat not ignore 

factors l&e tte txeRie.nA»©e le\wage these oil rich states eiv 
decease of their oil power m w&ll m teeir wsnes' po^r# 
they desire to seek mllltery solat^oos to security problems not 


quality andi ^aotity of t4»ir «a|»histte«l»d faillt^gcy e<|i4pii©nt® 
aisd aiirtase* Ml tees® reasons haws led tim to pursue a policy 
of masei-ye arms acquisition in teirh they were Indixecly 

encouraged the arras salesron tooth on the official and the 
non-official lewl* 


tly acquired enough power to obstruct# if not nait# u&i maiv a* 
aros to the /rabian sea reg lent cotmtrle©* ^t acms control in 
any area* te he accepttele to the ruling ©lit® of the cx»intri®s 
tencerned# must tdce into occo-u*^ their security per#(totioste# 

Ehoaia eiteble them tp aerolt^ a mU Italy capability aufflclant 
to aetes: o &>rel«n ffllllt«y threat, an# anauro aflectlve nechl- 
nsry fcr crlolo of naniieemeot 1 * not conflict reoolutton. Only 
then can otffi ShJltfttlly argue awt the <j»antltl*a of arms that 
th«^ are buylnQ are In fact more than they neea. and tl.at they 
are not only auperaaoua mauatlly but can aloo becooe pollt!.- 
cally counterproa«tl«.. It la this >«»1 approach to ««, pro- 
blw of ar« control that can off« • ro-»nrf.lc ch«ce to chock 
- . . - _ a.« of eras ito tl* rogiofi# 








O^r 'fetwtelng majorltj- of tiie littoral mS htetoriaDa 
©tates islaiid 3c®|>«l3ilte to th® me^lm mm haw pratQsfc®3 
against tte estahltohaeafc of fartogn towM# tte ©ccalatlon 
of foriegn naval pr^eiwe to ttia Arahlan s@a» only tvio oount- 
r lee-south Africa <& FaSctotifi haw aappoirted u»s* umeU A^loy- 
nent ana militisry to the Jttrafeian ^a. 


nm resolution called to© great po-^jers to con- 
-ult littoral state© of tl» region with a vlmf to i 

Ca) halting torther ©acalatton and wamston of theix 
lallltsry gureseto® in to® regtoni 

(bj ellBtnatlng t«® «» mUltaiv 1 «>- 

tallatlons «nS logUtlcil uappott fwUltlra. the 

^ weapon® and -weapons of nase 


















mala 

OeographicaXly, liiaia «iijc^ a pivotal position wltli fewo 
great China ana the soviet llaton# to th@ ll>rth» Metr ci- 

lia «« the pacific seetooera to to® ©aatf Africa anti the Arab 
conn tries to the wstf wd the Vast mdtaii Qc®m to toe south* 
Therefore# she wuld like to have the %i»l© Indian ocean 

as an area of peace# tem ixm Mg power rtvalrlaa and iiilllt«*y 
bases* But# with the ssetj^llsItieM of siUlt^cy and iMel®«r 
base® 113ce Diego G«rcla# to® Indian Qcii« region and the Ara- 
bian sea area has become in utter dSBrogsrd to tto feeling® of 
toe people of the region# a son® of International tensions and 
cuper power rlvrf.ry* This threat to peace In too region is a 
matter of deep concern fisc Jbdia* Sidla*® hlstc^y Is a witssess 
to the fast that the weiScect point In l«' national security 
systw? is iw vulnerable «a®t. A new threat is develc^lng to 
her security and this time It is fcom toe South and tte mat. 

It is not toe eouto^rn and west^n neigltoure %*d have Aisigns 

.. - 11 . im. I.W* biO DOWMT lnflU®W2© that 
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confilicfe in the airea, !II»e estal3l.ii^*ae*it of U.s* bace© rtti tb© 
aritlsh territories In liidlafi Ocean emposoB threat i«2 

to the jirahlan ©ea area# the lao'wiiiBfitB of y*s,s,R, f®©- 
cels in tl^ area m& tlm hostility of China-all jeopaflcdlBe 
India* s interests* she eani mt afford to be indiffcrent to 
tbeee dcwslopments and has all along Ineiatod that all eysteraB 
of military alliaiwes are nnSewiaiablei that the idea of fill tog 
a Ijowr Vacuian in the traSition^ senoa siioald be glimn iipi and 
that some way should be found to chedt the rivalry between too 
laajor pothers to too area* she has emphasiaed that to® 
real security of tS» area deponjte ti^n it© political stability 
and econcsnic devolopnent# ai*3 that ©iJ®h a dowlopra^nt should 

i-.hroiioh m*«»€r stive afficarta* Bhm bdlieve® 


In a r^to and television interview in sing^jor© on * # 

Jan. 1371, M- swaran sln#i. Oi« imm Indian Hinlater fcr 
dsfcnco. ijacnea that the wle o* a pollcwian the bifl poubtb 
hare t^en upon tha»nelv«> In the lndl«> <».«. «>aia teault In 

. a , 4,, !!K38tly to th® Bortoom area of 

a bitter rlvrf.ry to t» *»• 

. .. ««« Sttildtog of a owaunl- 


rivalry to todlan oco* 


10 1, ¥*K* itiasiii# Sij«?er 



cation in tte iclsai^ of Dle^o (Sgrela will only bcln^ 

c-;r big pot'«rs which raay ^so want to feh© police 

role. Xndla is of tte irtew that kto croafcion of aritish 
InSlaa ocei» territory' (Bim) %tm an tofartnnat© ©tep in i 
airt^tion of hrlrjgifio the cold wir conic^mtatton to tli© as 
and that tl® only way to keep the ^&him «ta Jl» of tmn 
to xemvB inllltary baBes and iostlegn presewaa* l|, Urn 
tain s. are worried a Soviet tlareat to bar rna 

routes in ti^ inrabian sea# tlw majority of cowitriw of t 


aomlnatioi 


s«s at. tne t'Ojn-Airgo»« ■- 

the %.i»l© of maian Qmm he deelaraa « 
the Ocean be free of fMClear wessons, it U 

tlis ease of Arabian ©ea becaise ir#»lan sea 

®«a3rant of the Indian ocean. 


loa. ibia^ p. im, 










a©fc^^© # 6 ®aX’<^ fell® R^ya S^Mia 011 

f May. 137 i that the Qovmmmttt wm mm% that, beeiflec th© 
jsaeric^ fteet -fetich was already tiitemf th® Os» fleet ha^ 
also started am tog into the Ifidliai ocean of late. thlB iac* 


region wlthoat tdklm to th® te^act.'*®’* 
China*© naval fleet was try tog to mtmc 


India has ti*:©n kindly nalthar to the Bmalm nor to the 
/€iGrlciii presence in the Mahian Mia region* The Minister of 
state for ae fence a-odnctton. Ml^ira# paid in Ka;Jya 

SaSae ok 7*5. 71 that with the BSA & USSR# China'# navul fleet 
was trying to enter th@ reglonl^^ ai^ th^ India awld mt pre- 
vent tl» ferlegn warehlp® sailing th® hi#i »#©• Indian P* 
M« i'tt‘8. Indir'a Gan^i to h®r sj^ech on 8»®pt. 1970 in tte hxsai. 








i-lsn-Mi^n©^ Hattons Conferenc® a@cl«r@sS that India w»ted tl» 
iftol® indiiMi Ocean t,e* jiirablan ma ^id.@oi t» to© an w©a of 
pe&ee and ©s-operatton* and that th® Military base® ©£ onto id© 
pothers I'jould cre«^ tmaian and ©ireat powers Th& 

supply arms ai^ otter ct tiltary ^d of tte U.K.# u,s*/* & 
otliCirs to the -Mahim sea «»»t^ naticsn® would caroate tension 
and tore^e tdw coc^>©ratton wong th®n. Qa account of such 
actliritles India toxwi^ly lnft>i»d th© ccimaon wealth secaretary 
of her decision to ^ftthdrmr fro® the ®i^t nation 8tai% grou^j 
set up by the Singapore oonteenot of oomoiiMeAth teadte of 
Qsverrwients on 20 Jaiu 1971 to look iirto tte fact«0 afltostiiig 
thte security of tte trad© routes in the south Atiwtic 

and the Arabian ijea. 


10®, Ibid, P* 129, 



This was mt £ox reason© of it was a principle of 

deep coOTictton.^^ 


Arabian saa region iifijlnge tlse India*© security, TovmS* off 
this danger# she is also keeping a watchful eye on the balance 
of power In Africa & Asia# #iich is likely to chmig®# not because 
of any direct military action by the ti» super pothers# but by 
agresaents with countries like Pj^tstan that feel tempted 
to offer bases* 


■Along with other coontilee ot the region we have alwayo 
urged that the Indian Ocean should be a tone ot peaco and ehould 
be free from military haees of big powers it la.howewer. 
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a Riafcter of deep concern and disappotiitHienfc to us that the UK 
tte USA have entered into m agreemant for Hie estaWLlsh- 
ijent of a military base in the Inland of Die^ Oarcia in tlie 
Indian Ocean* ** 


This decision of urn has been strongly oritlcised by the 
Indian press# leaders and people of India. fSne of the angilsh 
dailies of I'iew Delhi said s 


*Dlego Garcia is being convarted into ittwrican nuclei 
attach base tecaus© the growing accord bet^^n tlw teviet 

union aid India requires to be threateraed from a» mai^ points a© 
possible. The Wmhlngtoa - IWkyo - taking axis and the inaocljni» 
dipping of arms in Iran and Pakistan me evidently not enough. 
How this sub-»CK>ntliient has to be oanetantly watched md.whenevw 
necess^v# ranlnded that the nuclear threat overhwgs it. 



m open zmem to the security ana aattonal 

n®73Ly teaepeuaent countries %diich «r® fijii© 

icfi 

social progress. 


Indians objections to Diego Garcia and the related y.^^ecte 
of teerica*6 Indian t)ceah strategy are * first, the o.s, policy 
will trlggtir arnis race between tte super |>»wwtrs in m otlierwise 
peaee&l area, secsand, the t-o'tlet Union Naval preseiKM is r©>- 
actlve. and because of various geegr^hlcal and military ocwo- 
traints# does not pose any threat to the jeimrlcan Intex'ests? 
third# the Naval competition anong supsr powers is lUcely to fuel 
regional conflicts and migist result In local ware hy prosiyi 
fourth# Idle U,s, decision on Diego Garcia la a violation of the 
U.N, resolution disci arlng tlw Indian Ocean as a whole a a>iie of 
peacef and finally# the U.s. move is at x odds with the philoso- 
phy of detcmte between Idle sup«r pmmtSm 


India has had a vexf tragic eapeclenc© of for legs naval 
intrusloa*; Into the ^urablan sea in the past? it was from toe 
»'abian sea toat hex shsares# like toose of several other littoral 
countries# t-iere threatened and her Independence Jeopardised. 
Because of this India Is deeply concerned about the Intructon of 
navtes of big potjors Into thft sWcablan sea and toeir pliwe fox 
building bas'ies In the area, this fear Is not illusory because 
^fehe:. CNcorwalc# fcocluologieal and sillltsry c^abilities* of most 


108. Ibid# p. 133< 
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of fcte Itfctoral countries eac& such that they are sujBKSi^tilble to 
pressures from big powers, a study Ijy the Ir^lan Iue- 

feltute for Defence Studies and analyst* for the cor»altative 
cc«altfeee of Parliarnent attached to the Defence Hinistry also 
reflects this historical perspoctlim* It warns that the u*s, 
is talcing steps to acc|iir® a capability to us® force# if 
ss^y# against the littoral powncsj wd that tl« u.s, strategy 
will generate aairiet reaction and super power politics iJhich# in 
turn# will interact with Ic^al disputes# creating opportonltio,-. 
for intervention by lh«!\. The study retonwends a balarwr bet- 
ween the two supca: powers at a *ho luresence* level Instead of a 
balance *afc a very high level of atoament, • T1«se conclustons 
isre partly rooted in the colonic rueraorles dating bade to tl» 
naval rivalry between arltain and irance in toe later h^f of tOie 
eighteenth century* 

India’s opposition to Diego Garcia partly atmm from the 
fear of an eventual Chinese naval lureaenc® in the area# though 
it is not stated in so iis®iy words* India is partlcal^ly aliv© 
to the Stella: Ity of the sii»>-W*S* foterests against the siovlet 
armed presence# which has bearing® on the indo-toviet political 
eepatioa. India feels especially eoncfflrned %^®n the U*s. partly 
Justifies Diego Circle by citing China*® non-opposltion to It, 
nth manor ies of the ccw®n opposlblon of China and the u.s. to 
India’s role in the liberation of Saigl^®»^ fresh# India 

sees Jteerlca’s attempt® to inwlv® China a® ominous, Indians 




















t- i' |i^ ' 





feel no fault of India, U torclno to r,*o 

an £a;jlicit ctolce In favour of Ruaalaj accordingly, Indo-Wioil- 

C«1 BtBiiiiderst«i3liig has imthmc deepsnea* 


India has repeatedlj^ rej^tea tee -w® slier n allegation that 
fete f-ioviot navy enjoys base facilities in the Bidlan ports, r-r. 

f'ingh had a dig at the west a»n he said teat it was 
essercised over the ‘imaginary soviet baoes* in India. %*iie a 
real one wafi being established at Diego Garcia affecting the 
jfarablan sea area’s activities and seciirity. India also disewunte 
the tJestern reports regardij^ the existfine© of soviet bases 
©lsei#iere in the Arabian sea region, lh© lndi« iorlegn Minister 
obeervc'd that the existence of Soviet base© in f 4 adoga£ 3 ear. Maur- 
Ities. Loxsotxa or lrai| was *not borne aat big f^ts*# as these 
bases could not haw remained uwdeteet^. Inaugaratlng a s«ni- 
nar on the Indian ocean in New Delhi on 9 May 1973# iwaran singh 
not only deccx ibed the ^-.fetern press r^xMETts about a Soviet Naval 
ba'^e at Visakhapatnam as ateured# but tas al» asserted teat 
there was iio evidence to est^lish that the soviet Union had any 
naval base in the Indian Ocean region. ^ Clari^ing his Qavt. 
stand on tJie devfe^lofsmente in the Arabian sea# he said t 


**! can ofaly reiterate that aeccurdlng to all tiV"' Infexmo- 
tten available to tte Qjvt, of there Is no soviet Nav.-.l 

base in tte /A'abletfi eea sscqb * It Is <^ite nc^fsnal for n^/epaiscarE, 



Besides# te maae It clear that no facllltleE st India * b 
ports or alorjg her* coastline iissere feeing given to e liter the 
Soviet or my otter ifevy, Hs»ver» there vere s©n« p«ywere* h© 
said# which ttettght they had a glofeal res|x»nslblllfey »d wish*!!! 
to station naval £«)rces not only In the Indian Ocean & Arabian 
sea* but alBo owr the ^tiole world* India opposed to this 
policy and hod conveyed her feellns» not only to the power® 
concerned but also to the world at Itfrge* It would have really 
hmu striae if nO'O-^lgi^' India had offered territorial con- 
cennlons to tte t-oviet mion or ar^ otteE- power to enai>le it to 
rule tte naves ter shore®* 


India has asked feotdi the USSR and the to keep hande 
off t.ii’5 /uesbian sea* i'^tr* Atal aeharl Bajpayee# tte forpH^r fori 
egn Hinifjtex# told the ick Safeha in July 1^7? vdill® India# 


2S4 


IBce otna statsa, waa aaepl, lataraateS In ,„.*inc, 

tie iiraijlan ten f. maian ocean a xine ot peace an 3 free tone of 
aonlnstioni- It waa really fcr the us and the USSR to ocTt. to 
cooe sort of agrecPBnt on this qaeatlon. Ha aaaured the Ibure 
that India v»uia not he satlafled untlll the whole ocean waa made 
a aone of peace and wuld continae all possible efforts towurda 


this end. 


Ill 


maio is trying to make wefiil relations with 0 sa »d 
China ao yi»SK tnit this process •iH.wMrted tinder the pressure of 
new situations emergir^ ih tl» »ablan i«a ar'ea# becaufio of the 
Jfeierlcari 

At the 21st Coninom-jealth Psarl ianentary Conference held in 
Hew Delhi on ^ l‘;J75» the littoral and hinterland states 

ralXted behind India’s demand for dismaatllng toe ws bwes in 
Diego esarcia and r-erablan sea region and for keeping tl'ie area free 
frcwi great i-xst-jer % rivalries. India was supported lay toe litto- 
ral states aj's Mairltles# Seychelles and others. M the Hindu 
j ‘•’Hie littoral states of toe region are quite pre- 
pared to refuel visiting warships and provi^ them with food and 
xjcifcei' and andort^ing minor repafitos. but they feel that the '-icr- 
5!ianent precenco of ft>riegn wsff'shlps in the region is an entirely 


111. Ibis# 137# 
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ai«cx-oo^ .tence general crtUclsm of the ;»f.:,.v v ,ri 

plan to SRtabllsh a naval base on the feland of Diego Garcia 
which attxact the entry of others in the Arabian sea area. * 
India i£ dctermii^d to redouble its efforts in corwcent with 
the othor littoral states to inoblllse iforld opinion for tl¥2 
eliralnntion of military bases, it is Indians strong belief 
that if tte on declaration on tte region is smplenented# re- 
sulting in tlie ellinlnation of Great power rivalry In the area# 
the regional recoxity of the littoral states would b© Suproved 
iTOe»ur'ably. 


into a ccKSkpit of big po^m politics. But India Ir. trying in 


continuation tliat Arabian sjea should rsot converted into a dlas® 


of disastrous activities* It is India which hm to bear this 


Indian .tosition regarding the freedom of high sea© was 
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e3f)lained by ^iwaran j.‘lngh in the course of a debate* ife salds 
"Indian (teoan Is a wide area stirtlng firdi tf« Arabian sea and 
mnn coa&t doiffi to the south-Tfestern tip of Australia and i-outh 
Africa a?id all tlie littoral conntrtos of Africa, 


J®7^iaX' Lai !lehra himself oiwe pointed out this stating 


IIXSA Vol. >IXI# M3. I# July^sept. 197»# P. 73 . 
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that the Indian Qtaan being a »aet area, waters outside Indla'o 
territorial limit was naturally open to the Naval vessels of any 
country and suggested that India shouia protest only Own these 

fcrces wtjre obviously deterlmantal to India’s Intoreete, and not 
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othari-jise. 


^dxesBing the forlegn l>9i»l8ter@ csonference of non-allgn^a 
nattohs in on 26 July 1978# Essteirnal lyEfalJf® Minister# 

A,B, payee# urged that the talks must be resuwd and the 
objective of denllltarlsatlon of the Qo^m must be pursued with 
purposeful urgency, liowevir# In the wise of the fdte crisio in 
Iran aid events in the R«3 sea region# the u,s. N@ify stepped t«i 
the deployment of Its warsh4>s fircus It® pacific as^ medetisarraii- 
eai fleets in the Arabian sea* - Persian Oulf region# ©sped ally 
since Janueory 1979, The U,s, Navy is keeping three veesel 
middle East Bbrce at jrablan sea* in the »Ear»l«i Oilf* a tnsJc 
force arrived In e^'ly January to avert i#iat was described as 
possible Soviet inoves in Iran, It was also a gesture of re- 
assurance to the pro-west countries in the region over possible 


soviet advances In tfm are®. 
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I 

■I 

If 






The 


DefefK!® Dfipartment on 6 inarch oBdered the# despa- 
tch of a fiva-w®rship task force led by ®3#oco dwt alrcaraft 




114. Jawatkar# Diego Garcia in Internatioiial Diplomacy, P, 176. 


115. Ibid# P. 78, 
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Cf?xtlnx: a>rw;teHation to the M'ablan sea on a 
*30was.‘tration^to piew^nt the Soviet toaeaced soi 
a Military defeat on fferth 


wc*, pome Of r®»tion of the coastal countxlOE of 
iirabian r*a and Indlaite also that this r^lon sl»ald b© an ares 
of peace and cooperation# Military ibas©@ of oatfilite powers 
wuld create tensions and great power rivalry In the resgion, 

India strongly criticised Brltalns move to allow Its colonial 
terrltorieB In the jrablao sea to he used for the construct ion 
of mlllt^y facilities* it stei^arlbed the creation of the British 
Indiffli ocBm “territory as an unfortunato step, Indians «dilef 
representative Samar Sen said in the u#N. General Aesanbly# "The 
action of tlie iiritish Ghvernraetst- In detachli^ certain iclandte 
from its colonial territortes to form the so called KE€fT for 
fflllltary purixjj'-ec can not pronwte peace but only tenr4on# * India 
formally cx'jraiunlcated its objections to Ui® U#s, fk U*K# Cbvern- 
fsents on 17 18 Dec, 1970 on the J^lo- American deciston to twild 

a naval facility on tiic island because this action Influencer. the 
M'abiao ma mea. aim. 





is tall mes not to im about freeing the 

^abten ^sa fron and hw fi^^poirfc given to 

the laea of tte Indian Ocean teing a ‘Peace aone* hm alw^s 
teen i?}©re euperfieial ttian real# It te# Indeed# sad that Pakie- 
tao# v?hos© six hundred wiles of <K>a8tline is washed the Ara- 
bian ©ea, tries to Justi% the exiateiace of foriogn base* there, 
strange m it way mm, Fdclstan’s attitu«kt to the lur^lan sea 
is largely forwed her allied fsisrs of a fiwal threat frcwi 
India# Pakistan is allergic emn to the nawe of llm Indian ocean# 
and h«« ©iggeeted ^it© a niwber of tlww that tdw n«r» should 

be TOdified* She feels that Ihe ocean should be more leglttoa- 
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tely called the Afro-^elan ocean # a© this nmm hm the 6anct>- 
ion of gcKsgrak^hy and is also ©j^esslue of the bonds that unite 
the two emergent contlKuts* 


(T rlv«4ry ^ indl«i ooasn 


117* "yvK# iJhasin# Super 
P. 163. 



conclusion about Pakirtao'c 

wabian aea oolicy is that she .propoaoe to be an ally of the 
lie A ewn I'itmn the latter violates t!« wishes of the littoral 
states. That^ of late, Pii£lstaii*s Mri^ian sea. policy has i^xicwe 
even wre opportunistic, is eviacnt itmn the fact that tl» torrwr 
yafclstanl President, Khan# despite his well Knowi pxo-us 

attitude# had not favoured the wilted Bteltes plane to station a 
nuclear t»sK force in the Arabian sea, Balitlcally ti» niave 
would be most unpopular m3i countries in Afirica and /ala would 
stronyly resent it, so im as PAistim wan concerned such a 
force would only add to her problane, 


PJcistan has never missed an opportunity fox exaggera- 
ting India's naval tteeat to her. Pefclstan's vimi was that tl«- 
fiaaller counti'les of the area were lUtcly to be tlie victims of 
India's naval ambitions after the acltlah withdrew from th® 
AraMen oea aceo, Pi^lsten officials end scholar’s have ev*n 


gone to the extent of blanlng India for giving the '"de facto- bas- 
®8 to the aoviet union in the 'Bombast, m& and other places. *• Hie 
lnc!lan a>vernment has# however# repeatedly stated that rJie har. 
not given any base to Ru«la.^^® hence, all ?#lEtcinl cbi^gcjs 
are totally t^elghtiess, Hils untenable attitude of Rukli^tan fo 
likely to :>orclst# for she not only sees a datiger India ixit 
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also isom Afghanistan In the nortJwi^ost* It appears that the % 
solo motive of P^istan's f.-.lsc propaganda Is to oxttsct moire 
railltary aid fr«Mn tte USA and China* Ihoogh Pakistan has i» 
formal pact i^lth China, their relations are very cordial and 
Fair can look to China fear aid In distress* Underlying this 
friendship# the late ftt* fihatto said t 

China Is the only country idilch will be sympathetic to 
Fils:lstan*s real req^lreMnts* this is so because that csountry's 
lnt«rest In the sub-contlwnt coincides with that of Pi^letari— 
Pakistan will always need a plus factor for coping wi^ India*'" 
tiiether ^he c^vernment likes it or not* it so hifi^ns that the 
plus factor is tte PRC. ij^ that factor Is removed# PiSclstan 
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will always be at tlw mercy of all three great powers and India. 

itoerica is Pakistan* s another prop and the latter has 
been increasingly deg^ndent upon the regular' inflow of Amcrlcaai 

mllltesry supplies* Stor instance# the ei^anslon of P^lstan*iS 

*21 

submarine ferce in 1972 was undertaken with American assistance 
and# Intysrest ingly# two 1® navy destroyers were trans fared to 
Idle navy on tte day the former SM# Mr. asutto# accused 

the United states of trying to overthrow his r eg tee* ^'Aen 
tl» U«s. itefenec Departn^ift. declassified its r«»rds in 1972# 


1 20, Ibid# P. 165. 

121. Ibid# F. 165. 


122. Ibid# F* 165. 
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tfc was revealed that prior to feha B6S war, p^istm recleved 
eight times macli military aid ftcm saerlca as did India, 
ttje docjiments showed that ftotn 3950 felaroi^h Jane 1965, the us 

gave P^lstan military aid worth^6?l,6 million, ^23 £^p£|^ |.hj, 

Ooverrsnenf s assnriyw® to the Congress that arm® shipment to 
P^istah had been stopped, the US air fiorce airlifted to Pakls»» 
tan, on a priority basis# 5,oo#ooo iNiorth of aviation spare 
parts In July 1§7'1, It vm fiirther revealed that, after Kresi- 
dent Yahya Khari*s trsK3ps had started their gtTOCidal prograwne 
in Bangladesh, the us gowisnent allowed an eacport of / 3.8 
million worth of military supplies to P^istwi, notwithstanding 
repeated public statwients that only non-lethal Itema were be- 
ing sent* 


After the 1971 war, Mr, aiutto was anxious to obtain eniiB 
and e«|ulpment 5 '£r'am the os to replace what Pjclstan had lost 
during the last %#ar with India, The Nixon admin Istxatlon gave 
indications that it vjoald restart military aid to Paiclstan and 
they soon laroved to te true* Rcestdent Nixon notified the Con- 
gress that thc-j conditions in PiOtlstan were returning to normal 
and, therefore!, tht Congressional restrictions on the us millt^y 
and eccjfiOffilc aid te|»®®d becasis® of the 1971 Into-Pak w^ar were 


to longer apolicable, Siito©e<|iently, the Nl»n admJjiictratlon 


123, Ibid, P, 166, 






a 24, Ibid, P. 166, 



Will ten for military aid tn 
Fjciiifcan airin'^ l'jJ72. the us step Raised honest douhte- In 
Eiany a irtifrl that tte us was mt stre-Hf tinning thi? Priclir.tan 
war-raoJhlne &x m anticipated showdown with indlai, fm. the 
partr oi torpaiSoGs and other nairal ©cml|!i«ntiwhlel'j vxjrc glvi'jn 
to Pci«ifctan coiild be iic©d only gainst the Indian r*a'i?y. 'rha%, 
toie douotc wsre not entirely baseless^was evident mm Anctl- 
C6*R oimn threat of a large scale military aid to Fgfciatan to 
put *isyel»lo(|lC3l pressure on India during the la^rt tedo-Piii 
weft, itille direct arms shlpirients wore ruled out exoa the start 
America gave military aBslsfeance to FaJc tteough several of the 
letter's /rao alllcci, including ir^, it has bam mnflrmed 
officially in viashington that both Jordim and Uhya had sent 
imerlcan milltai'y Gt-filpmentef including bcinber aircrafts# to 


i?ith the renewed ^^nerlcan arms inflow Into Pakistan after 
the last w.-sr# there has anerged a stror^ possibility of waBhing- 
toa's angltfig a fiillitary 'base on the Psklrtan coast In m^hmgn. 
This was & disclosed by the then External Affairs l-ilnletir 
Y.B. Chavan# In hok Sabha on 18 197S.*^ The nimbrns of 

&ss:limQnt rlBo alleged that the US was sounding PAictan for a 
baf,:'© in Mskfr’an and that preparations had already co'-i^nced to 
coriwsrt &fadnr# on© of the harbours in Makar an# into a nuclfeir 


125, Ibia, P, 1&7, 









base. Hdcaran Is the os^tal r^io«i of Soufetweast li'.'.n ana s-'-ou- 
ttKWstern P^lstan, ©aAenaing along the Gulf of Qnm &r awat 
1000 Is!.i 5? there are mmy harbomrs ^ong this sand coastline iMt 
Owadar- Is the most Importwt ©f t*efii all. 

Iran hsm been pnichaElng a large awoant of arms jaroji tlv's 
ils/o and a large part of It is lively to find Its way to PAli>- 
tan as it hapr>®oed In 1371. that the tm counfcrle® haw* clone 
lailltiscy lir^s in borne out hy th© entoaslasn with which Peis I©- 
ttfi hailed Iran*© decision to build a strong nov^ base at Cheh 


Bahr, 


Tte proposed base on the /srablan sea Is clo£« to 


Pakistan*© borders and is# therefore# of Interest to he*. 

Situated at a smell dlstaiic© from KariMichl# tte baL‘S would Eir-. 
th« stresigthen tlie already intlmato lli^s betviecn the Iranian 
and the Peilcictan navio®. Moreover# the base can have sevcjxal 
favourable jKslltlcad. tapllcatlons for P^lstan* Iran has al«- 
wayr, shown concern for Pdclstan*s ©tfi^lllty and the strong Ira- 
nian forces positioned close to i?ai5istan*s border could reasjjure 
PiiUctan in a crisis. Hie fleet units ad on the base vould 
influence events In Pdcistan whenever the latter so desixos. 

The base# belf^ close to M^aran coast# can also serve to 

with tlie Baluchi unrest sliould it tevelop to sisriou© projx»xtionf!« 

In hrac bid to strengthen herself mllita*-ily. bar 

resorted to every possible stratagai, it is lnteirectl«j that in 




















m 




126. Ibid# P. 160, 



was obliged to Bixpplf mm& to fakistan mSm bilateral treaties^ 
aitded b^ tel' ovm interests# the ys declJted to reoume arr.ie 
Btipplf to F^istiai* mt feh© tis mm to rearm FaScietan wuild 
be disastrcHss 'both fcr South tela and north-western tela, f'br, 
Chester Bowles# a fcrmer US ,^bassisSor to India# had rightly 
stated that tte resitnptlon of US arms aid to PJclstan would 
dL'Jturb peace and Jeopaidis© the project of normalisation of 
relations aciong the osunttrle© of ^e suteontlnwt* ue thought 
that this \-’ 3 Diild enoourag© Puislstari to taike a warlike posture# 
and %K>uld be detrteiwtal to th® cart^® of peace in this sub- 
continent,^® Ihus# tte us mow to x&mm military eu^vplioe 


Ibid# P, 168: 
l». Ibid# P, 16S: 
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feo F&ifttan can w>t bat fee aniortunat» ana "waia mAe that 
<»antry core intr^slgent, •» 


p^lstaa tits bian tocxeaslag h®c naval strei^th wi'th tl» 
aei. IstenoB o£ USA said# oanse^ntay, tM praMnc© of Pdtisfcafi'e 
naval ships in thm AraMaw sea has IncreMed* Tte i»itieric» 
saove to strengthen fjc's navy %iill haw far-reaching rt^rctt- 
aslons on 'the ^o-polltteal ecitaations In Asia* 'ihe aims of the 
USA arras aW to P^letm are to boister the morale of the px'o- 
^st Arab icing^touE anfl to enable PeScistm to play a role In 
i^st Mia which is in confcmity with America’s inti^ests* This 
aldl, along with Mar lea's keenness to «tabll8h good relations 
with p^lng# seems to be a part of the US over rill str atogy in 
the Arabian sea* Mt this strategy le bouna to Intensify the 
existing rivalries in ttis Arabian sea. Ping-Pong has alrea!3y 
given way to power- tennis an!l the ACi^lan sea area is becoming 
a wtabledon for all the chai^tonships chaHerages* It is 
because of her partisanship for the US and ctverston to India 
■that Pdtlstan has never been serious in her efforts to demili- 
tarise the i5»rabian sea and the mouther of tte Mabian sea also 

i.e* liidl« Qcsmm* 


— - 










Tn a report* "but it-oatlcar in fcii® Indian- c!c®«*# ':P3‘tears 

si*i oil Xr^yn ns t 


•antil tXirae or ftstir f@ara ago 1 only had the defence 
s. .^A-icslan Ouilf in roiia, this was laecanse moet of oiix (oil) 
existed in rogions to the north-wost of Bandar and tJsci 

Etraits of l-tearnMai m wanted to safeguard that wealth and keep 
open tlie through which it cmld re«ch the emtsido world* 
iut then came events that fcreed UB to thinic of the defem:® of 
Gulf of 0«aan and Iran*® Coast* Then other enents in t!« world 


taught us that tte sea contiguems to the Oilf of Oman# wd I 
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mean ths Indian ocean# r«:ogniB®s no frontiers* * 


Iran has dressed the need ior Iteepii^ the »ai>l« sea 
ire® irwa sti-uggXe and area of peac«* The Chairman of 

the Iranian Jsenate# Jaafar shsrlf En«il# stated during his 
visit to Indonesia that shared the mew that it was n«®- 

ssary to conveart the /urahlan sea into a area of i>®ace# free 
from super po«r rivalry. The Shah of Iran also said In 
fcliraa on 28 sept* 1375 that the Gulf and th® frabian sea must 
ranain frfee frorji foriegn intervention and bSg po%ier military 
riv^ry. Soeiiclng at a Joint session of the MbJUp. C lower itoueo) 
and tliQ senate# the shah suggested ^at the security of the 


rivalry m the Indian 



region ehouia te nalntatiaa tay the littoral atatee th««lv« 


Aran na« suppoxtea laala*e stand ©n the m&blm and 
the indlsai ocean alas, A Joint coRiainrilciti® iB©i»d at tlf> end 
©f the five visit tes lr«i by the & 3 xmt Eajtcrnal Affaire 
Minister Y,B. Chav», in I«3v«to@r said* 


*flM! Iranian ferlegn Minister strewed tte liBporbance 
of the security of the M-ablan sea and Persian Qilf. in this 
esetent ha underlined tl»s necessity of protwtlng peace and 
stability of tte «ea threw^h coqsaratletti among all the litto- 
ral states wit!»at any outside Interferwice, 


In October 19?Sir the ibcwlan ffeurlugn Minister# 

All Khalattoex’l# eagureseed Iran's warry alaout the effcarto iy 
both the ysi and the iiSovlet Union to Increase their navad pre- 
sence in the /urablan sea, »# hawever# hoped to convince the 
big po^-«rs that their vital interest® in the «ea would not foe 
jeopardised if some kind of Ifitssmationiil eswparatton cjould be 
.©greed upon. He felt that the denucleistlsatkin of the area 
could too the first stag® in a process leadlr^ to i^-iiilltarl- 
ration and eiresutual conversion of tte iinbian tea into a fsotice 
iSily th^# he thought# the dangers of a big power con- 
frontation in the Arabian sea could be avoided* 


^30, Ibid, P* 156. 
131* Ibid, P. 156. 
132. Ibid# i»* 156. 



f;peaklncj at a press conference in mu Delhi on 3 Qct» 
1973# the Shah of txm. proposed tJ» crei^lon of a n«n# grouping 
of the jyrablan sea coantxtes on the heels of aeoiwilc# politi- 
cal ahd ©TOnfcually# nw^ coc^perattan* icwardlng to hln« the 
polifctoal eeonoitite cooperation once eatahilated wuld 
attfccrsatlcally gonsrat® m urge to defend the sea lanes In tlm 
Arabian sea region* fh® ShSh felt that# to begin the 

mambership of the proposed organisation should b® rostrictad 
to the •northern Her* of the Indl^i Qcmm l.e. the wristan 
sea- Iran# India & Pdiiatam It can ©wntually be C3cto«acd to 
Insto-Chlna# USSR and evwi the African countries* The shah# 
however# offered no tlw table for this proposed regtohal groi^v- 
Ings# and waited tteir creation to be a long term progriffwwi. 


araong the Arabian sea states anount^a only to a non-inoticu- 
tlonal arxaigeraenit to proBiote caai»n interests and to enivurc 
oil supplies sa^uardlng the Persian Gulf and the /rabian 
sea* The bases of tl^ proposal were tho possibility of a grea- 
ter ccxsperafclon I»tw<a3n the littoral statoiB than ever be tore 
and a COTiion Interests in the security and stability of the 
region in order- to onsur© safe navigation tor toe nations de- 
pending OR the Iranian oil Therefore# toe &hto of 

li'an had tl« dr©0n of a *Co!Wwn Marhet* of the Arslan sea 
Com,i,iinity and was cfiite opttoletSc about its reallsatioiu But 

fches lorn ter® security liiplieations of 
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the Shell’s 6Ch©ne, appeasroa to be directed against Roj 

^th Tstarte Delhi has been Rialataliilng esoaedi^ relations and 
with i*jta!ie Iran has a Common frontier 8tret«hli®[ oimr 2# ^30 
Kilometers. 


Long bade, Iran recognised the need to ®c<nlr 0 *teilltary 
muscle* to establish h«r |:u:iiiacy In the region. In the early 
seventies, sh© proposed to imxemm h&x navy's strlteiagi power 
several times within the nesdi itew yesrs hoped to faooame, 
within a *scade, an #ar«talaii sea power# csp^le of asserting 
her right to the Arabian sea waters. ir«*s totsacast In the 
blue wat^c beyond the <3ulf has been steadily lucre* ing ior 
some time now. Tte Shah's fercafirl declaration that Iran's 
front l€srs are mt merely the boundaries of the Qilf *d the 
Strait© of Hormu* but extended to the Bed sea and the 
sea has attracted world attention, for the shah had neber spo- 
k«i so bluntly about arm's becoming an Arabian sea power. 
During the Shah's rule, Iran had the mil backing of fehe us 
and the Iranian forces woiked in close co-^peratlon with fdieir 
us counterparts* in January 1975, the iranlm naval torce and 
the American seventh fleet task force, heeded by the nucleax"- 
powered Carrier, the Enti^prlse, entered the Arabian sea and 

* ^ i<H uwflrfilan Oulf.^^^ It wa© bec*- 


133. Ibid, P, 158^ 



oil ®inbair<|0 as at ns t. I©, irtaned this move ae a 

l)roof the tacit alliance between the us Iran to osqtfo-. 
prlate the Persian Galf oil. 


i#iat dlslsurba the naval «tr ate® tots Is the possible 
col labor at ion bet'fejeen Iran ana such powrs ae the us, the UK 
aif^ SoutH Africa t» lay a sea way tcm Hiwucitls® through the 
Biego Garcia Isl^a ana the Inaanesiaii waters to ^str^lla* 
Sollowlng the corssluslon of Sovtet-lTagai treaty, US 
became ifware dependent on Iran in the Gulf, since irac's PiOvy 
is cxmipletely western and the new iBBsaal® would also cow® ftrcmi 
Uie west, doubts have ^iseit that the esq^Mnded «id niodwii 
Iranian Navy will act as a eufastltute for the long fleet train 
the western powers wanted to establish between south Africa 
and Australia* ftot with standing iw denliO. that she has given 
naval base £«llltles to Iran# Maori ties has already given the 
latter# at least# certain naval fasillties with the esqpllcit 
motive of malting money! tte refuelling# rest and recreation 
facilities she would provide to irsiilan ships and their 
personnel would bring her slisabie find®, it Is difficult to 
conceive how a naval base at Maurltlgs# over two thousand miles 
away In the southern end of the AraMaa sea, can bo memi »x 
Iran unless its facilities are really meant for the united 
: states. Even this does not sound logical in view of Us 
tollding up her owtunicatlons base at Diego csarcia. Ai»- 

oroooeed to be built at Chah i«ar on 



— „ toraeto. would he of con- 

eldaiable strategic Importaioe to Iran. The fleet Units sta- 
tioned at this port would doalnate the au of CWan and give 

ccMapl0te protection to Ixm and the Qiif reoion-. 


saa-K At an is aw^e tnat the best mean© of csonnt'wring a 
threat firom i.assia is to *fwlop noiwai relations with that 
country ^i?3 to keep the western nations as addit ional insuranc©: 
This ic precisely #iat the had achiewd t he had insured 
the Busslan interest in Iran*® std&lllty is in any case assured 
because of -.Mierica’s stilt©® in th@ lattars oil* %■ Judiciously 
cultivating tl» intei'est of the super powers In her at^lllty, 
the shah droaat of heocwilng a stt|*r naval pamx on the basis 
of Iran's oil imalth and foriegn assiatiuiCQe 


to see the MtSaim dilf transformed Into a 


l^rsia®} liIcQ and also desires 'to doeiinate the Indim oemm. 





iXi© to th© hURUtfi fighto policy of <is3fT!lfi*> 

etxatlon the gravity of th® lranii«i revolution was reolli-e3 

ast-oiind sepfc-csct- 1979# the carter atelntetxatlon found thc?t it 
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w» late, lr« wm detormli^d to attack on oil tankers 
oMntog fTOT other tountrles and thrwigh too staraits ©f tferraua# 
If wsrSrJa continue to give up to® sui^t to sh>''.h and try to 
crush toe anti shah revolution. 


wlto the success of revolatlofi in 1979 fch, # and emerge- 
nce of mJk %atollah Khcw^ini as a nm leader of Xxfii# 

the situatioii undercut fiirtb»r chsngo.KhopMlni steided to dia» 
«n©age Iran from all military slll^itoE wito the us and its 

1 35 

allies a«d the psrsowrel assoc latod ‘with them %j®re estpelled. 

1 !16 ** 

It became a nisanber of the noii-all#gn©d TOVciMnt. Tlvi Sovo- 
tte v^ ■were keen to take the place of Iiwm: leans# also c«me In 
tor sharp criticism Ssy the new regtee following their military 
lilt ©event ton in ^Jghenlsfcsn, on 1st wnlversary of rovolu- 
tton, toe Kheraeinl asked to© fireiAw loving c^ntxles to eli- 
minate super powers frait history, ** This makes a dear d^jpar- 
fore from the shto*s pro us stand on super pc»»r rlvfar*y In tte 
Fabian sea, Ta reduce oil production Jay almoct half, Ta adopt 
a h«*dline posture on crude oil prices, Ite relieve ixm &:m 


13e, Ibid, P, 106. 
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ox BasBUf of on taiflcers after ttey h&m 
loaded at ixmim ports* ir«w is idso omdlltag tso t*o 
any responsibility for the safety of oil tarflcors pausing 
tteoogh tbe straits of Ifenaaa*^^ 


^Isese action® coupled with a roilltMit anti oapar poswer 
postare# adopted by SComelnl, created a nen ©itaation where US 
liredlbility vis»a^iris its other allies in the mt^lm sea 
region ha® eroded cow Ider^ly*^^ The mw Iranian poBtiuro 
has detnonstrated that by dlsef^aglng lts®lf firora US, the 
security of Iran hw wt been threatenedi le a natter of fact 
the new policy has increaeed its optlone# »ch an opiCin defia- 
nce of suoer oow«r heewsony iwid Its socaws hae sttaulatod 


leratSon ofte, 


Iran’s attitwite towards big powfflr jacesewe In Arab- 
ian sea was a emtioa® one. Ashed about hi© views ©n the Ai^lo- 
ARierlCjan proposals for the expansion of facilities on blego 
Ctercia isl^d# ^ shah of Iran told a press cxin*si-ence in itew 
Delhi on 3 Oct* 1974 that while in j^lnciple h® wm against 
oatEiae mterference In tl» Mgton. the wan -not tliat 


t m* Ibid, ». io§. 

in International Diplomacy, 
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Irafj ana maia seera to hold tfleiifelciii iriex« on a nwnber 
oi %jorXa issues. Beficwe « returning to his country after his 
visit to India# ir 581 Ian f.H.# Hoveyda told td* ‘Times 

of India* in scwiijay on 14 May im that Iran and India had tte 
same aijproach to great po^r rlvalrle® in the Fabian ©e®. 


in the Mahlm & 


Iran’s detormlnatioii to extend its security perimetor 
into the msibim sea twawa Jcnown 
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KaW 3.372 that fche Naify*» >3m§Bmive IItob vienfc ijoyoiu^ 

the I^jrsiaii Gulf afiiS the caman Into tb® Mablrni sea aid the 
maiai ocean also. The sh^ th«m was r®|ioirtea to haire romark- 
®a s Ewnts In the world htm tau®!^ m that the sea oontlrmouc 
to the of Quail# and l siean th® kcgtoian sea recognises no 

teontiers. w© not wreXj' thinking of the atralto of l-br— 
iMK -{56 mile passage sepiratlng Iran firom Qnan at the Southern 
©fi'try). are thinking of iraii*s sctcurity per tester and l 
■not sp® Jsli^ in t«m® of a few kilcmetars. 


R^rtlng tl» Shah^s speaches# the Telnrsm corxeapondent 
of tondoR«s 'Haily Telegraph* «|iot®d him aaffing i “iroi is 
iMasewiin® m regional power," 


Being situated In tte smttmn ead of the Bahian sea# 
Haiiritias is greatly pertarhed over tte big power rivalry in 
the .i^rahlafi sea and the possibility of th® IntroiHuction of 
naclc-iar weapons in ©lis ®rea. Realising the island's ctratogic 

:«jrltl«s ^^ar that they will soon becone a 

Tfierefore# flaori- 


w^rtaiice# many 

k^ pwn in a esold-war maritiiae ci^a ga», 
tia© is a staunch supporter of the at^mpt® to m^e the region 
a peace area, has denour^d the intensification of naval 

activltie® in the sea in idl the Intarnational organinations 


to ste foelougs, irnimim the om, the Ccsroonviealth, 

tl» ROR-alignaa club and the united, n^tona. On Jo sept.l97S 
the F«M» of Mauri ties# sir sewooSagar Ka!igoolat!i# to 

fa^or poirars in the United tbtSbtis not to Increes© their 
m military etrength In the Arabian m®, m said i *i« Invite 
the great po-wers and mg^or marlttee awms of the Arabian eea 
to refrain from all actions lnc«^atmi® with the objective 

of toe declaff'#:.lon of the Indian Ocean region m a aone of 

143 

In one of his visits to India* to declared that hi® 

a>*mrninent wm in ab«lut« ai^eeeent with mw Delhi* a ®f«o«‘t 

144 

to eneura that tto ^Arablan toa remained a niclear free area* 

Tim forlagn Minlstfia: of Maurltles also ©apressed torwern at the 

consequence of big wwer rivalry In tto ccmrse of hl« talks in 

145 

new delhl in Decmbrnr Id69 * tod the officials 

agreed to remain in o>nttot with the other littoral states on 
the developaente in the Arablaii sea area. 

Paradoxically* the small Islsyiid of Mtorltlos hto also 
flgared in the great power rlv^y betweto Erance* Britain# the 
United state® and the Soviet union to eetabilsh a military 
presence to the »e&. Bate J»» a British Cowman icet lone 

facility# teiere is ms military installation in Mmirltlw* Ha- 
urlties has a deltence agreement with Britain* idilch# IwjovRr# 

143. v.K. aiasin# Soper Pcwer rivalry In Indian ocean* ?* 1S2. 

144* Ibid# P. 152. 

14S* B>ld# P« 152. 



jtoes msfc isnply that the Is impolwc herself 

in all the jSsfolopnents tdclng plae» in the region. Undei tl* 
agreement# both the countries are obliged to com® to each 
otiwre a^sistanc® in t^i® ©vent of wttearnal attach* Jlwiritiee 
has 9liren Britain tte right to statloii her anaed ficoceson he** 
soil in p®ac© and war and to ase the shar® facilities there* 


But the relations het«ie®n the two haw continued to 


Soiriet trwiers iijere# in turn# giwn tl» harbour ii^ f ^111 ties 
^ Efesrfe loiiis- ScMR® w®©t«rn strategists ^aprehend thA it can 







^ tte tegijinlng o£ tte iRtssalan prwienci© at thlc strategic po- 
int# part toil arijf %#jQn the soviet Mllltascjf dhipB havt? oir©a% 
staUtea panjtim occmionA mmtm^ visits to Msaritiiw. 'Thf* 
UmmisnB ham^ in fact# achlewd anoth«r mac&m in the mlot 
art of Infiltration %AiSch th© »ovt®t navi^ Btongth and 
influKice are belryg steirilly tocreased In Important areas of 
III® ^abien sea* It cm not lie rnled mt that eyes are 

on the lei and of Maarltl^ m a likely site ior a naval base, 
ftie Soviet enagtneers on the Island have been ei^plcarlag the fea- 
siMllty of a base ©n Ite aeeumptlon that Manrltlas nay f-one 
day offer a permanent ham for some of Russia’s warships In 
Idte region, Jbwever# M«»ities is careful wit to antagonifi® 
the littor^ states. 


fort Souls# the c«|iltal# Is consiaered by mar^ m a pros- 
pective base for big powers* ®it the I to it at ions of Port touis 
m a hartooiir militate against ibis asewiition. ^loiw other 
things# it Can accoKUiodate only elesen ocean-going vo8£»els and 
six sBiallcr vessels at a tto®> it Is a lighterage portf it hac 
only mlniiiiUBi rc^atr facilities end virtu^ly none tor #»ervici!^ 
warshipsi and ships of ^l natlcn© are being allowed to t^e 

«Rd CM ®lso budkoT# if n©c6©6aiy» 


of Diego Gai'cia from Mauriti®© was om of the conditions that 
aritaisi had imposed on th® teiaisl fer it© fireedksri, Maoritios 
wm to get a cash papiant in ®ischam@® of Diego Garcia, md 
poxBilttejS to ret^^n mSjMarai ri^te# ©Bpacially off store 
oil rights* ait it i© eomatoveiBial yhatiisr was an 

anaerstandiisg bet^^een Haurlti®® & aritaln ow Diego oarcla - 
especlall^g- about Its use m a track li^ station or camminication 
cenixe# or about Its being tip^aded into a fiill-flo%od nlli- 
tary base* Mauri ti<» view on DeSgo Garcia does not aewKjrd with 
th© official British paeltliwi araS it ii^Mrs that no siach tind- 
«r©t adding ever existed. But the BritlBh «id the «wric®n 
Governments have gone iluaai with th® has® at Dirngo Ctecia* 

Ibr all practical purposes, Di®gd Osrcla has now bocoma an 
merles outpost. British ij^nials not with stwAng* MaurJU* 
ties has made repeated retfiests for visit© to Diego Garcia in 
order to satlsi^ herself about the British dates that no mili- 
tary base is being established at the site* Dp to ncni' all her 
requests to inspect the work at Diego G«cla have been flatly 
turned The Mauritians officials simply to aot know 

what is happening ther@i It Is sU8p©ct«3 in high circles tliat 
the gs«t^‘ltish refusal to allow an ins^tlon of Diego Cteircla 
% Haxritlos slwwa that the tiijo wsetern poi<«r® ar® going own 
further than ttey have atoltted i®d' are possibly cxmstructiwEi 
nuclear silos 'i^ich mmt be affected the wablan sea «‘oa. 

147* Ibid# P* 154# 

^148* Ibid# f. 154* 



senior Mauritian 

officials e^mitim fclie viliilfey of « lailifcsry bulld-aj) to the 
tn^im cscean region. They a» not e^ my posolhle danger in 
p®ac© tlJae to tte v«®tara shlpe carrying oil tcm. tto Oiif 
states to mxopo or the united states. Hiey feol that tbC2 
heg^ of a sad^n Rasslm attadc on Ui® oil tartrers he© no 
groand and the imfoimdad fear i® a hmoowr Scm the oold m«: 
dijys. Tte llaoritians me coa¥ii»e«d that it is the nnltrf 
states %»hlch is being es^jansionist and awresstipe# while the 
Soviet Union is aefenslve md only rmpondo to the -fcwciicmi 
isoves. TI*y believe tt»t th® Russim mtl-suhifnirlne ftare to 
the i«*ablan sea is a coynterweight to the US mteclle-ctfrrylog 
niiclear sofemarines In the sea.. R|>«rt tmm the chlAen md 
egg citnatlon In regard to either of tt« super ^%mr being tiio^ 
first offender# the ava-H^e evidence suggests that the uni- 
ted states h&B fete inilitary inifelafelve in the wablwi sea for 
the fetoe being. 


Mmrltlas is ©ssfereniely concerned with the possibility 
of the big rivalry in id® Arabian sea region. At fetoes 

©he has even thought of ^erf.ing te the world court against 
the brea^ of agre«eiit ^ lEaritato to regard to the iice to 
which Dlo^ car-cla stoald be put. ait my fa^wrable judgment 
wald be aeanlnoless ana aliwat toporfUdc to biwlaniatit in tl* 
tace of the trannfennatton of toe «abl.n aea area f>™ a r>e*o 
area to an area of conaontabton. tta Mtorltlann. hov»ve» , fte 
toe reenonelMllto of tto !*»«•* 


area on tlie Brltites along with thair mm ism allies, 
haire aeci^ to i^asie tha migo Qarcla base and the ost^ 
lishraenfc of other b»e@ in the area in utter dierogsrd of the 
r^eated revests made the Maurlti^ and other littoral 
atatea. f-teamiille# Hwrltie® can be no more th« a halpleao 
Oj^Nctstor of tj® demalopments that are tAinig place in the 
M&hian sea area, 

The location and sla© mike Mattirltles strategically vmy 
iii^jortant to facilitate oatalders far having their naval and 
Air baises, Mafflcitisrs# a small aid aoMiQinlcally very weak 
fi^loa may perhai® find it difficult to down tempting o££«c« 
of great powers in x^mn of each facilltiee, •Shat*B %ihy not 
only Americans, Soviets are keeping their vigil on thic very 
tiny island but 6Me other powers are too anxious to enhane® 
tteir inteii-ference in this tle^f Islamd, it is often binned 
lor ter loci Inat ion to |«rovlde a naval base to Iren but the 
then ead^ernal affairs Minister Sur«dra Pal singh mmm d©- 
Rled in K^ya Sabha on 22 Dec. That Maorltlor© to not 

providing mch facilities to Iran* Though it may to said that 
Russia has c»f!W base faclllti<^ in MaMTltlas but tte we^ly 
Mepxlfclers times on 10 May 74 i^ot© that there to no ^eat 
ftrsud th®i tte allegation that Haurltiirs is about to provUc 
a base to USSR, The csovernment of Haiirittors hm already 


149 , itews Review# January 1973. 



wiac Bm mil m% allcw mf ono to on joy 
toipe tmUm to Mmsmirn^ mmitirn prov® to xx. .-: 
alter-fiafciw in this region against. DeSi^ owcla bar,® .• . 
Sovtete* Bar this porpoae Soviets havi liohtiies ^ax>. -r •■ :• 

If it It MsHfitie® to use pMt lo^iis antS JHiy cxeire in out of 
LsBljAlSAf'CE i^irport* ait MiftirittMi hiK flaciarefl hK” for t— 
egn policy' of llcai-alignMnt mS hm asMTod tlte natlom tJhroiigh 
varioae decl nations that sha 'will not jriilow ai^ otlwr tountry 
to use M^rltles ass ifca baie# tot tto i«sfc«rn powwrs view with 
a&tiomnmB the growing soviet Mauritie® liriensishlp. Big 
powers are not keen to aecept this principl® of indi^ ocean 

lei 

a eone of Peace, * Ttm®Sox@, Maurlttes docWeily holdte tl»e 
key to any strategic balariOB of powsar not only in the Indian 
Ocean tot also In tto «®ht« sea region- 


150- K-v* sharma- VUcrant, Vbl- II# ito# 9# U72, 


1. c^,clt-# Ji-Jufie 1972- 


3i3 


Somalia ^ich ha^ allo«ea the soiriet iMton to hulia up 
a huge naval cmplBK at Btrfeera ovrnlomm the Oilf of 
has now offered the B«ie to the us in retux?i for 

econcfiilc ilnmcleS. ^letance, it nw a^ars that Somalia 
redouble its effort® to indujw the Reagan administration 
to step 13®} mil it aiS, Rreelftent 8 lad Barr® of Sdhalla l© 
apt t© bafJ^c tte haiics its the Reagan i^winlstratSon to ex 

tract maesive willltar;^ aid iQpcei the us In retuspn for mor® ej#- 
tensive base facilities than h® hm elrerfy glven,^®^ 

s«»!}^la which Is om of the sewi poorest a>untrte® In 
the t-joxld with $ 70 per year per capita income ha® beoc«ie a 
pawn in a po*'.ier# stri^le hetween tl» Soviets ^d th® jwwr Jeans* 
It had allowed the Soviets strategic activity on --cale unpa- 
ralleled in independent Africa in r@|ism for military aid until 
1977* After tl» Soviet tntwrventloi! In Afghanistan# Somalia 
welcomed tte Jmerlcsi aid in return for air Md naval facilities 
in 

As president slad Barra once remaadeed i "The mm who Ir 
drawling does r»t «p®Btlon thoae ©jstend a helping hand* " 

The Mer leans had cut off aid to the Somalia toociiise under a 
Contract negotiated with an eacliw cbveriwwfnt# ttey had pornl#- 
tted registry of fcriegn shii® iiditeh mad® rims to Cuba ?nd J’jorth 

IS2* Jaw^ar#Olego Carcia in Intarnational Oiplcmiacy# P. 

153* Ibid# R* 205* 



lfe« Chief Hlnlater* Jaies Man- 


197$ tJiet the ^lole inS- 


shetald he m eree free jhron 


The pioxtelfcy irf-th the u»s^ ba« on Dte^o 

C^cla* i^iteh Is iSirectly lliicesS idth fcl^ military awtlvlties 
In the Arahlan eea & the Oilf regtoi about a thousand miles east 





©n tsM-J not wlslied Wie eaiycbc!- 

il©s esK-o India itold tdantical iclaiiB on If^jortant; iiotld isciiGc# 
ii«3iafairig their total oj^sltioii to tha ostablWniefifc of the 
;,;■ I ,;jase in Dlepa Card® and dlpl<*i®tic intarferoncc? of 
the affaire of laratalia i»a littoral atsfeas* These wxo ref- 
lected wI'Bh the seyciwllefi Breaident* Jane© welcaned 

liurendcex ?al Singh# the state HliiiBt«r of 1biirl« and Develop 
arrived in Mahe Csejfchelles) on 25 Jnn® 1976 t» 

India at the liDte|«nd«e» cal^atljns of th® eeyche- 
llass, Iramed lately after being msen in a® sresident of the 
r*F--?^*ly independent Rei^bilc on 29 Jon®# 1976# Mmchm esqaressed 
hi* country’s total opposition to 'the wt^liateent of military 
hwes In the <wabisn ®ea» Miy aupaor po’i^er nav^ rivalry in the 

sea was only at the of small nations on tte llttor^ of 

: : ’ . . , , ISi 


This was reiterated by his succM^sor# J^resldont Erawce 
Iklbert Rene# during his flew Delhi# visit in M«y 1980, The 
Indian side oa^eseed ^^eeiatSon for the courageous et«id 

t^en iv fete Seychelles against the milltiary presence of non- 

157 

littoral states in ^abl» set region* 
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iB the of tii« «abi«ii se* 

swlires to .1 tte operittoi? of tir«e iatoacarel atteS factcwo - l«t ti» 
.»Ut;ica'i military of m^mtnmX powwcs lu tiw r^lcift. 

^ja asymt.iofcries l»t-feiaen the i»trapreil©i%®ii iltt«al/Miit«r® I«na 
poi^xs, artd 3x-i2 the Interaction hetipMM pol.lfeieai/wliltaiy' Inter- 
@sto o« extornal powers mi latea-»tQi©i,«il asywnetrle®. it uecfa 
§ 3 Xttm£ ^preclatlon that tl» mMM.m o«Ma xrmglorh In ©enaral# fall a 
irlthln the mmiopim wia. wad^rlt^ of %tmm atataa h&wm a ' 
ihwef csoloni^^ aa^erlenc^ laiil at 3.o%r ®fca@es ©f eoonoeilc and 
Itehmlogical ^ewlopment m acMetflii® Indepenaeiice. a 

itrang niidwoxsxent of Mtionallaa Influoocsoo the political hotiairl- 
eni: of the llfcoral/Mntsrlafi!3 st^aa of t;!*® <wr@blMi mm in tha 
International ^ston, i«t they «r© osgrti. aetut of their mapulston 
^ node witJ^^rnal asclntano® tor tS^tr progrjranwei of «©cio-«com>iilc 
reconstruction# 


me wrabian sea Is a region of low aolldarltiea or cxjwaanity 
of intwerrta. Ttere »e §m cooper at it^ toet’Meiii cmntriofs 

li tte roglon and these «r« ®ith$ac bllateoasrail. cr ^ihregiofial. Ou- 
operatlTO efforts me tarlai ty il^waltl®® oWtalnlng witntis Ci® 
«aibia.i rc^ioa# r^lal ox cailtnarail J-iiica toiiid tl;*^ «x 
teliijiori wfja |.xsj.ltlcia. laeUbitloiai ar« fHn^arne. 'fhay oiala b*) 
ixecerbateci csfeernai powms string **> ailthar arfliance fchizir 
•teete^ic i.nterr>ttB or (Slmifilih tha siteeaitfc«gFl>® intareats of tlwir 
la t|» region. . 
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The current mpm poym rlvilui ia this /raoir^r- ■ 

areate^ ^ ?m«i:i<5aa plan te aawinat® the sea end Iriflu* 

«sce t'ha pdlltical# ©csmcmle aisl reilitary eaaife® %mnt» in this; 
xisilon* %e military presence ef the grei^ poiwr® la this »©a Ib 
a» ol^ story# nwal «m« race bei^im th® ti® «ii»r got 

triggered off fip«n the eurlf 196©» fey the adeeat of fWs* atid shW 
gystass# %to ti* I9i©s# the aa^ii prese-nee of bath the 

s^er power# la the i»raM®B sea tod remained at a fitrly low leirel 
tttt the sevtatlee intensified ^ir rlw^ry. The toglnalng wm 
umae In 196S. 

It l« otoioae that the AndjAea sea will to on® ®f tto major 
|SK»feCc-::’i of tto fatore. The iwcswltf It hiai enjoyed tor ©war ISO 
yeica <£roi« 1734-1941) to® totn ocsnpletelf shattered by to® mvmts 
of the last few years# The old ooacaptloa of this ®e« a* ® pre- 
side toe to to «lw«i ttp with toe major pow«® iewloplns no n«®» 
the area. «i«rica. China and itsasla have start®a to acceec the 
isea, in a marmex totally different from wtot the European nations 
tea in t.J.e centuries that fclKwea *asa> aa o«a-» «:rlval. Then 
tbB nations of Shrope alone cototed on th® sea* 

An excluslvaly lanfl («»«» »* *»«*» *“ 

^ ^ Belore lt4l# ^atolah ee® 

fiitere to nothin® short ©f lilli^es* mm 

* « #Aii and Mitalii wm totally reiv»*»i»«* *»* 

was protected British t*® a»d 

' ««.#. ^a^sam feha Boaltlon I® dlfferfimfc* aI^ 
fete safety of India# tot today ^h» p® 

^«a 4 . pAtatan# Iren and Iraq war 
partltten of indie into India mm m 

* « -«r«v into Afttonlstan in me,79 

(mpt* 1980 )# the ftowe ©* Bii»»lan mm 

m»sm aMa jnds-tFilE w»«t«a. region 

and tl» ©ll of to® Ctelf haw 


' K ‘ 








giotire tem.e aa-t* milverable. Th® rtv« 3 lrl«® mmm <wit side powars una 
tl*« infcfsrnsl confsroBfcatton botwetn feh* aelflikMiEliig countiries 
smt in a;*p«as'ar3ce to tiiftir Infc^tet® finfl liwd«r diepiteaj. 


Safari ty# ®*c, 
* Mim;# P* *' 


«. WuponA;* BUiBh. inatan oe^ 6 

* wiimm ^ 



^ fell*! * few yearjs bacSt In ooll^&r»feioa wtfcti Wifs j'il no- 

ws ^praaeteenfe m& fijirfeh« ir«l«i« feo f*i»fe«a*® i»i© m fcbiit 
lagtoiEJ#* Indian policy was sofulsfesnfe la feM* itsi^lte of 

fWpportoi fell® ©oncspfc of psao® mm* w.hxmm m ea^isr- 

m&B to mpm fsower rivality rnim Mm Ife. It tlw 

l^fe that it ^ cooetltos cm this e«s« oaiposiiiil ife to 

3& 

the poitiore that te hstijig military preMiies in fete so®. its 

policy is primarily hasoi on Ifcs issginwry fsar of a nawsl ttesafe 
mx in^ia. ife M has# at mmcf ci^porfiiii® lawasiit, been sKsgigiarafelnsi 
this threat md ■wlclng Ite €»t*c®rB abisife fete «iall«r cewnfertee of 
the region telne fete targets of ladlan teiy# fdcl®tan*a aim in 
crstfeifig this licsgey of fe» Mm India is to get maxlfiiim 
sUlfeary aid Iirm CMna and «.&A* Having diwiied all sorts of »- 
phlsfclcafeod wmBpom Including P-lS# alrcaraffe fyihkii# artillery and 
nsv^ ships? in P*l®fean# fete t?*s.A. now Cmgusfe 19i3) propose® to 
provide Harpoon mlssllee havite a rw© of fO to lio hw and 20 
iW - IS afetiMiSc liellc»pfe©r gunships# and high eaploslve warteada with 
a hsmy tolapt effaefe and cm be eaiferiiaely damaging to its targets# 
the ef Harpoons to F*isfean opens fete posilbtllty of a gcimiin© 

mUitmi attack along fete Indian esiastlliie tJr rnqmm on-«tore 
®iid off-Fhor® Vital indlaii estabUsteent® m® fete ftiaWm 

mmic Berearch Centre and fete Sigar s«srat offahwe 411 plattoM on 
tte B»bay fEgh will teewae highly ^i®®*^***^® t«cgets* ttu vikxMifc 
^lU alto c»«tantly under serious threat. ite« mlM^llcis vlU 
© 3 ** m»ww «y»aM® of l»t®t:^rin0 with Indian »M|i 


iSo Xfei## , 45#. 
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«i^enfes block tt« fcradit s«i Kcmtes on ti»® M&bimn i»ea* 
irsaacfclon of fcMa we^ii In saty will isriiig ahwit ctrattgic 
©haoge le mMm »«a p€«f#«r teltmco and wnlS aangwEoaaly proclpi- 
t&tm a o®» rac® aniS iestafeili®® tlem ^tJUre rogton. Tt» proce«® 
0f jlwllltarlzafctoii of m% tlm® tian fo«^ mllllfl^ end ownte- 
tea all the attempt® ts© it po««iM,«» UB-CM«»«»akl*tan 
ftjlliisiont IMB fwrttec intenstfii^ tt® oxtitlsg rivalrloe in the soa* 
tihls ie ogainnt India*® int^ontn and aaoirltf* 

The tnflaence of tt» aaa Is fat ^®at« fer the 

msitf of India of than for my otiiaae Xittsoral rountiy, othtntr li^ 
tiotal countries# due to their ©%in doraeatlc pmlAm» «id el*®# ®r® 
not In m position to meet tl» chsllenges of the great powwce or 
adversaries in tl» sea* ^ in "Vlnw ®i dp«iln«t posltioii In the 
region# India ts the only ocmntry which may h® to larin® toge- 
ther other nations In an effort to counter iii^er powers* The dan- 
fere to peace and secrlty In Its Ispedlate neightouxhood and also 
to the world peace haw 3»eB tl» cause of increasing »iic«rn to 
Iftila* sea has# thscefcre# asassied a vital iBpartaiice 

-nmM, mala hm m dasire whatsoever of tolnatlng the AraMan sea 
aai Cdftvsrtlf^ it into « Indian like# hut must tdt© all necea® y 

steps to saf^uard Ita own mmfity fro® arif' aggwsalon 

« w 4» tuui Mstint soutl«ii cjoaafc of 

■?»i the sea. V,S. naval hulld^ i» «*• 

• -irf ini» AthMi nh the main Ufc obj«»ci In 

sea adds to India** wojnpl®®* m . 9 


itoiC^# p* 46* 


*Mi%<# p* ••'W* ■ 

. . « irM^ ocean# Ttcroson 

RaJea^A Singh# Dlvlston# P* ia®. 
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is to pxotmt mpply of ©u mm ttm Qilf It will 8l» 
tlmn t» mpiiort Falclsfea® ie ©«£« of iolttrii war betwew India 
f*istats# ttmt% can be a ripettfeion of wliat iis 7th fleet aid in 
lt71 iJf in the Baj^ of Bengal# In wlew of the on th® g?i?ot 

force In tht regiotu fAlitan i» in a paeitlon 
!te p.w.il the nav«^ lielp at abort notice# India cati nem^r fox- 

gel, thiit Ife was attbjwgatea onl^ aft«3r it l©*t ow ttm 

larablan em» and Bey of Basgal both# , :, 


m external interwenttoii in tbe enn-caatuwnt co op«nM*'¥«s.i. 
malt i® not wrrlea of i?^i«tan bttt ha® to iiorry about the «p»r 
|oif«r® or great power-s# the inflaenc® or intw-vanttoa of wMiA Fak- 
istm and otiw like Xragp ir» et«« icing into the region. F*ie- 
tm hae rec»nclied Itself to eoexisUng in the region with liAa 
^ttont being able to ciain an artificial parity, fikiatan obse««- 
ion with parity ont clearly when it® leaa^sMp dfraand,,; itotoal 

ftsrce redaction or a Joint decimation of mclear %#©#<»»-• * Alet 

will not wiike demand® on Chin* becmse fiklstan has no c-aljs of 

parity with tlilna. 

# 4 » th® irablan eea Indo-fsk 
I'te fflitslde nation® intereatea in tm 

j # It «t a, cMna# i©wiet nnion# Britain and 

»astal rollon ice mainly U.a.^# cm-oa# 

kjHm a toPbm ol exwwon m well 

nfe^EX' lyBJsfc 'LnxopmAn nations# 

ha aaiW*t«S thet the Big powart policy 

as fmlea Interests# It way to a»»er 

" ^ wriHimlly at lewlng bett«‘ store 

toward® tlie AraMwi iwats atoed primer y 

#. toaefo «d If 

ftoilltles# staging cwwini 

^ #ir tmntxim on thia «*»- 

aw of alsrft»ldii in tto and® or esio^ « 
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jdffftttgtr&fetoft AixlRg 1971 2n3o-»ik wmt aai lOi® p«ri©<3 following tte 
g^, 1P73 .wab-Scraei war ani tlio oil cstIoIb Xoi to an 

inore or less# penaanont l«r«atnce of imrio^ tajc foirc® in tWL® 
...sj-:'---: ■;' saE. iraniiani arlBl« m& tte mhm^mt mmatu In 


v^baniotan led to a Mstim iam«a« in t3m Maclean ni 
.n «.iid around the Peieian culf and tM» ioglon* 


|S«B* 


f; Ti» Soviet y«ioii naval In fell® «r@» l‘>h^ 

^tewliy oonfinad to fell® «atol»n m** Sovlofe union I lit© the u* s, ^ 
iflgglife to strenotten febelr posifeten®^ In feiil® lefion W will- 

Igey alllanceaw 'fhns dwldlng feb® world oonsinnifey of nafelan® Into 
camps* TTms bi-polaclsod rnuion with all it® tosfetlifey# 
’imaiO'i!# dl^;wfe«e and suspicion fosuan to inlld up icsonal®# eroafel- 
if an atanofiplier© of cold wac*-vis^* 

tb@ poXlfelcnl tension i« feM® r«iloii proiridoa i^oportonifey to 
lha powers to suplolfc to« to mMlmm toeir ate®, m® in- 

tornal political inifeaMlifey^ lnt«r-«fej®to Mff®r®iic««# social dlf- 
t«plUl!risii!i, acowipanled fey ^ fetohnoloutoal lag# the mtmUt 

liftarfsrwnce Inwrltalst®. Tlia Millfcaey «® supplied to 

iiclsun ^ a*&iw on a lavlsli seal®. ^ P«3cl«feanl port of ^adar 
4i btlng secretly derwjlopod witb U*s»' ti^loa to feA® tlwi w©.. . 
pMsticated y.s, vmmlB amS It i® *1®® ipi»r#* 0 nd®d fehafc tbe u,^* ,■% 

' till to mm to d^end upon PAiafenn tor msiUtimm it mm 
to thm felie urn of KacacM in mmM a ^ pj»J«ct fox 

i^Wcovlng navEl iiacUttl.. i« «*•>“ »• 

Song the w»et e* Beluchie**® » •• •» *** etoteo 

awaaitton, twavy ^ nscsitory 
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to tl» Qtlf mm* tw* wh %& mm fscllitct- aH-cL 
rlcsas aii to Afglwiii rebel*, ttnis • leeif^ijfig iovlet refioarce® •ad 
fttention efssafged in A4g}«nl*ti®» wa^i mmig ftwa area® of great In- 
^mt to tt» U.s,# like ®i»o|>e Rdcietan &ml& be indMsei to coop-e- 
fi«;» i£ tbp W»s* an^Sert*:®® to protwet fik troia the ®jn»®gpea^i:i; u-x 
a« 5 lsi 0 a. It i^oeare that fakistae is likely to be tarneil 
Into ah »n»rlc®ii aircareft c«ri«r. 

i';' Between W70 awfl 1972, the aovleta ©oadttjled a eeiitor of 
ireafcie® with joabtons of the ««blao sea llttojc* #tat«« tor port 

,K',' Li'' 

•na airfieia facilities' in iiaportant »trate|M.c point® in the ragiofi 
^ ac#ir®j| port facilities in mmm of thm, Soviet® base® were 
’^ngly establiched in Iraq sail Men by 1977. ftoaslans are rspor- 
IM to have attaiptea to obtain a long tea® h»m m the Islani of 
ton in the Maiaive to ccMUter the activities etartM ty **W eaitar- 
nal pow» tom c«ntr^ apit® of maian €»•«» tov««5® thl® region, 
my how, the Soviet Navy has succeeded In mttlns toeply Into the 
toi^o-iwericafi in tM® regtoai 

is an e»tr«aely b.iportaiit ^cry 'point tor the i-.Pf 

»vi,« into U*. «li from th. SMt. X* 

llBiilBB lt« naval base, along «» Bnl>«oht»t« oMst at Uw«l« and 

iR r.-oEtai:jll®hlng Ita laying iiacllitXoa at PMi»wai» ti» iRvl 

^ »» in fehia reoion wili he imtfm- irorava^ 

ttoaa of w.s. naval baii:i-ap in bhto r«g4»«' 

= 4. the and o, 198* «.sia»t *1. o* >*• 

k«B to a«t ^ « ln8«»nd«>‘ «». m-"**""**"* *'»«* 

: :! » Arab r»«d». h» •«"-* *"*• 

:.rua tha Cbl, ».«.» U *“ “ 




J-. 


f' 

'' i) 


i 




324 



tffwfeiw inficasteictmrtt la i» gr««t ®trafe«glc 

i^rtanc# b«cai«?» of it» elomm® to %im Oili. Fi&istaB li«« close 
il« wifcti all the stai mwitor-watri®# of felw onif oos^eratioa ombh 
idi C6»c,c. )• may btoaa® tto O^f Stfwite to tl» 

ip:§ of tlw ll» S* A» 


the ra3ic«l aiterattoa la the toLaace ©f pomx la thl® xegioa 
h&v® i»B6a «dttio«deidl9ai ^ the least aotahle of ohMC^ore. 
tovertteiess# the pxo§am.n$ i^terettoa la toe glohel eitoetioa hy the 
iritieh lose of the iadl@eiiMs pvmK that mm wailaMe to he pzo-* 
Jeetei ia say Sireetioa imii « ceatoal foeitkm la support of hw 
eorli wii® laterests* lail«i aawy wto mm maipmstm^ to be employafl 
to the regioael lat^eets to prorltoi sti^Htty la the aree# “Jtui 
'itoMllty that had been toped tor did tot la fact mater ialloe due 
to ttronger aafeloaelistlc torcee aad the irttodrawal of British ra- 
0% 4 iit 81 of ^rahlaa sea*' 


Xadla'a failure la 19ia ^Shlaes# 
in tte /"sr^ian ««a «>astal xagloa 
itagh iRdlft'a failure was Ai® to Iwsr « 


*} 7 

f,|f y^iii tJ 





^ «>* ow^ Mlllott 4teU®rfi that Pdciufean 

liaS r«*tei<we3 frtsm tl» U,s.fi.prkar to Ctefc, if 42 iwrc®<8 upon India 
fsecftpslty to maintain fcr«as to cse^ntcr a dual tlwroat. Tte 
race cytrreiitly In progruwi botiawi Sadia «id »iiclatan i» 
ICceiy to add to the instability of tte roftoa md a«Blst tl» 
p^McTomeDt of China's alias. ^ fti® ooat l^aartant a^oct of tha 
situation its that inaia's Inability to act as a atabtllBlfjg Infioo- 
nee in the Afro- Aslan iPitjorld has tho CMnB»i prenoiwa to 

' emse inetatolllty In it. In t«in® of tti® global balance of poi«« 
thl» Inatatolllty is against the iaterasts of b»th the iRip®r ponors 
in cofwion with the nations of the re© ion and is welcome by Chliia 
I «i»s® ontepoikijn atos aare to w^e c«iiitrl^ rl^ fot cjosawiinlat mb** 
ifsrslon. 

: The major interest of th® eastern poeare in Iran and other 

■ mm states Is to maintain the oil mpply ra^larily from the ace®. 

8erlaa& aiarcptlon of this simply muU iilt« the balarace of 
eoria power ia am fiifeor® war safflclentiy to «dce the e«st«n posl- 
, tton untenable &»r a protracted oonfllct. Tikliig adirantage of her 

religioai affinity with the poqpl® ^ 

» * a-ifelsh and Indian Inflaenc® and ha® 

" ii^ a major afibrt to r«pl^ aritisn «««* *••** 

^ *..h 1.W1. wMr*ilBta. liitl® Pakistan*® long 

K't wit a i. 4 »ie saccesc with t^ rs^arrs^s* 

•. * «- 4 « wim#)® Mf ii| |. jj be s®tisfi**53 idth 

tel aiasi are to Jtor® ah Islimlc mom* tm wear 






Wii 






^ ^ s;: ■■ 


». favi K«l, aidia'i. OttsMOle SpMtn*, Ch»ifcy. wai.Mna 

Jims*# ti^ladiabaA p. I®* 






l^mB ox ijrants iran tte wrplus ttwtha^ii obfciiiief.. i.'..a all 

fer tl» >>arcli®»® of iopMstleatoi iteteoc® 

inaia todiijr ha* %im ©mryi lassfaet ttmetd tore®® le tl» 
®©rl& «|53Lofiloa of a m^lmm i^vic® woul^l glm hmr tepefllate 

gxmt power membership with attenamt iBHaenee I® Interoatton^ 
t»ii«il®. It will toe tt»dc^tot©®.y wel<W!?®a tgr the wniJLlir oattoHB 
^ viill have greater treetoe to manomvr® ©f living In 

mmtmt fear of the acac^n* '% reetorlng » totlance ©f powiar which 
trill In ftiteiro toiu rsaintalnea h^ Jnaia It idll pravlite a weloomo 
8t#lllty to this coastal region ana also to the whole oontinafit* 
flic ana China both have felt aoiae worry about maia*8 bhl® «chi«v»- 
•ent. 

i " The scrairt-ble tor the natural rawurcea of the Arabian m» 

tnfl especlallY the oil rewurces ssiS uraniun reserve® In thla Into- 
■ lift coastal region ai3a®a to It© atrategte tepirtanee. InAla ha® 
femwie approximately 60 pmremt lir la^epentont in oil to a to teitoaf 
Mgh mismirm ana ot her cciaiitity retired 1® »«t with Oalf oily 
for the lx pur ‘TO fjes* F^isfean l®t tor soviet Union# strategt- 
caliy teport -.lot as inain# 3 eo»u©« tb® aiwiei potential along 
feisR f^isntisxs of til® littorifl. state® ©f the Arabian eea ma only a 
:; iej te:.irsi oir frT«i the »-ttolen sea# the .ioviet union Is now 

on vczo-3 of hinterl.ma 


tttte,' 




fc. ti l ajuea, inaisn ooew * tmlaiM Cooperation. 
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iregioo iiss 'teoi»ie txtzm tans«i ans airaiia ©f sa® t© 
latoire ©f tte polt«^* 


Tte fcovicfc asioB I® it® feMfe to fNicw* a 

p€*net“xafclrtn in tMu region Isf esqploltlng tte ri^lonajl i,n©- 

fcablllty anfl a gc^nt-ral reesntJnarst against tte iwsfc. A.4i|r-!l to this 

1* tte a.’^irant ttiat jajghanlgtan oeai^afcioii pxorlAm ta tte «iirl- 

tt nnion the Oilf region. no^nt mlon !» ria^tliig 

liwreasinrf ne© of ita stxategtc poettlon and 1® leairlfKl It ta th© 

otl^x fiifc to m,rlce itself politically tlirongh lie mA®^ 

■4l 

awurs to obtain facilltlOB in tMe region. 


Thore van no »ai» tnat wm nm mmxxwwu m »#* 

pwduciny uMlcliad uranlUin. atteipt® to m mcl&m wm 

c^fealnly of a M^hly anfeerpxlalfig cbarictcr, indl* was one of fcl 
«inb,if:a wLlcli .'aaoted to the Islaale loamh eharp] 

that a wllitarj oicb as Pakistan was prone to to 

* 42 

irirej ’;1 ixj '.f/ mUltaiJ <»nsldacatli>nB tl»n political. »n3 1* 

Ih’ •tt.i’j -au K iturlalUa. It «aa cettatn 

KbltJo,!.! in Icywa to the huIWlnO d the aetlce Itself. Hus 
«K .■,uiM.,.,itln<mt might pli«i9» Y* «»!" t" ^he vortex of 

e.nf.,at»tl..n. . U talk of th. region • do-nucleerl«a, 

4 1 

n(a!.ir»ei.#^j1 .-ivoa t*«ii1 .fl ® i*iri«l* 


Sterling mhlietmm 


4a. i4.it. ciwia'a# India «i rat - 

nm mihU P 

43. Itotd. p. im. 


328 


SiKsfi fclusi^h til® lamb it belsf feint in Pi^iitun# parti- 
eilarly into ti^ coantrl#® wltlnli tfeiPi fitMoiS it ii»avtly* »sly 
jpi st« bmb oonlil provia® the aoneegiMy mntmlight to tM» tiri- 
ef@a preiicamafit. In tills Fitlttoiii th@ airopeeii mmc. 

AfKo-ABiw cosintrles ar® feii^ to proHito ftoaiiclai ma aster lei 
to tolw tteir pmrpo«®# » tiir«it m inaia* Vtm 

j^trican opliuelofi tod w^iort tot W^isAsMi agMhdt Xiidia cotitlnies 
'iliera are aietlnct posalbllltito that toe too powtare aigM not only 
Mp Ptolstari m^m piod its lomm lo heilM«re feit alao 

itrengfchto It etlll ftirtlwr* aito a i»olt«?y ^«ili ooaptli India al»o 
to iiftoek »or« «id wore i» Ito defence, it migM eiwsn poee 8«rli»e 
chtllengee to ite policy of aon-altoMtak* in retorii tor their 
iBpport to taSc# tim u.s.A. end CMne to#® ohtein fecliitito 
tolcti wuld permit then to ©pwato laate iceely la thle area of 
Jtftolan sea mi to toe lacreailiig piesenca of India in tlse 

reBloa, ChlfiE# which malatiina a direct road link w Ith ^aiclefeaii 
through thc-j ocaipted liBstmis- mlgSit da® sei& military adrantag® 
agaliist fodio In the ve&bmn r^^iois.*^ ® situatloa ’*>ald «toe 

it all tb€ s»rc diffioilt for India to mml^e lU dlff««icea with 
IK.^.1.3 ctrlouslf ooiKeriied wlto toe grwe deteriorttl- 

cn in il^r: icitarostlond sitoatlon as wdl as its tepacfc on this 

«0«-^ odd war has defended betoeon tte sno,. 

:«a .nia tla foetons of tensfon In the cold w^ Is 
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Mm in this raftoii, nrnrnmxm th® Iii^»ii hma 

b 9 « t*:. rof 1st to mrnmt Afgh^iittaii liiio » tian col^r 

Is^c ® controntafciori h^tmrn X«t«rii ana nmatlmi* Tte rallrig 
groups of this XGQloti hsm become attracttiw targets tor eattornel 
i latcrvsntlon w.? .'rabwrelon, b»saii«e fejr cfw^leg i §m pmpl*^ at 
i th£ top OS; ly tbeir alig!iii®i^e# teelga pel lei©# at 

eoantt^le* «»ia ©aeily be cbsuigeil each •# faklstaa «ii ttm* 1til« 

;; ctaage of policies or each a ii0ii»iitimcterei titaetioe amm tbt 
>; eatioha In tMs region cai^ht In cold i9«r Muiiiy land tlw wper 

li ptmxM in an ©acalatory cwifsostafeicii. 

, 

t''" I'lm Xoaniiifi toi^'ard# b^&c pawxu o£ these omti trite# laili#- 

fciriijf for^ own natioflel Intoreeta than preservation of inttap- 

aatloiwi or x'ogiaii&l ptace ami a^enritf rtiay tm proved dangencm® lor 
this ooaatal region* it is In perw^wea of this p©ll<^ that in— 
dio luA olwayfa in tha pa^t advocated negotiation# ln«t«ad of ooii- 
i tonfcatlaa, pJtifctan i»B becwi® a xumim »*« in imile’s national 
life and ..Una W her ally or lend since 1962 ehldh oom - 

ptllsd iftciia txea^ alliance with the soviet Unioo, It l» 

lacii; that fiftor 1962# India hat to«s»« »nach strong militaeely and 
isi! i.*^ca 5 k.ity pcxc«^fcton® now esrt«ded bagpnd it# geographical fron- 
XHiiis haa im'der pxoUmB with all the n#l«iibr.arli^ etatw 
wito Pd.i.w«i «.a cMM." ' 

?' 4B, M,K, cinpra# India & lndl®B ocamg p* t3« 

;/ , Ibid, p« 74* 
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nmmt, witfimt a mm&. >.<.. ; ■ 

ft defeat Im China w«© atill th®ar« «a FAlstani attadi® 
if siftM Qi diminisMisgi !«■« wa pcrwws# bio m »f©ll as mmilt 
taiw teatiny India* 'Ki«i in 1911 ibdia mt thi ®>rdi« Knot, Tlw 
tteaty of p®ac», mi opc^cfatio>i h.i:- >. •■■• 

iigned# cxsntalnei a pxoviitlQin of «^xt in the airant of 

ifctasac. 


India was aonvlncai tint tta oli <mtlodk @n Motirit|’« l«w 
fslf focsased on the aihcxsfiiineiit# wm osi^lately oatistai# bat 
fttomiei isranatlcally whan liiite»Fi9e ooaital r^Son has bwwma tea®® 
iia to Baeause India feta ow of its to^portwi p»tm» 

law iKtm poralan Qilf r^ion llilc^ with this r®oton» hiwic® the 
tettical iTifK* Italics of this tecfion lor it® Inisistsif# oowawi naaia 
ma defence. 0»nfl.lcts in this region «r® eniwlc# of wMch the 
flight ■<£ the shah of Iran and cap taring the thrown br Khoine-* 
iai ie iffitcal# the Intisrwntlon in Aighanistm and internal iiator- 
tencne In |!'«lcifctan# caueed Inc-fcant r^ereusaion® In India* ® eoonawi' 
Md dcfoRce also.® A Ijolafc direetlf ooncwrued fdth India's a«s- 
ri%’ parcepttens related to the artna baUd m i« the region ©f wMcdi 
tl» RiWal and air €©f»ot»iit« w®fe powwr&l meof^ to «cit« do^dna- 


iiidia Mde it #iite clear that the soviet ior«« n.,i 
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Ittire ttm ana this hm Iseen ttjn so¥lt^t 

Hfjioft vmtsM ®f thin md teied to 

false tSie issue of l^itiataeaf of iht Gait of Mghmlatanw B» 
ljf®00»C0 ©f iioiriofc foro®« in ha« as »&mtm toip^ct on 

o£ this ragion# jast tbt ©otaWHtftoant of »«v«l 
afc i#iogo t*«Ma 'of lafe *»A hi® lltfela in 

fillcif^ aboot esOmnal felar«a% to tha ragioii whsw It had I>toii 
ii «8 cMnasa i^lp coiiutructid the Kar^aarm hlglwaf . ^ inor^tllm 

■^haniitan .oviat occap-tlon j>tc®«teia Pakistan with ?»nfi 

^wf*ya pxoiylcift®* ©seto is on© wif of ©riKncii^ tte aecnrtfcf of 
' aJLi tha thie® powet'o I#©* tj*i»*A* china and y, r-*?.!## owit. of 
Kibcontineht. 1*0*^ ho haavf Mim mppl'S to • active y*K. Imiol- 
fweat in th« r®«glon Is golBQ to licao®®®. if tfiflowKj® of 
dlifcanfc u.fc..v l» iwo-agM into the aisbsjofitlnentt the neighhoarlng 
y,j'.,L>r, will have to eeik: to interftne in the affaire of the reg- 
jnn end thesjreatcr relwfatwe to Ite »e«ttrltf# We wsed etareogth 
inti fsewl capability of Pdc, India a»a ir«» In general and neiml 
presence of and v.E.s.R. in this region, which 1 ® stwws In 

*.*« 4 « to chaiwe ttm gtarataglc helanc© of the 


riglo-n. 


iniila *i8i» great et^ea In F^latan*® 

toriai iiitagrifey, i^« 8 a if ^ 

'powere ti»4r doolniiice ow a pMrt ® 

bt dfalast Indian intsresfca. Weee o^aidafat 


322 




in PiSt gftfetliig Into the tieper pow**# wnfrontetlon# 
fclf l»J oih <^WLf» amS a^e tidlenic owintrle®, its wue’ 

tith ifiSla In 19^5# eiliiinattesi la pino^aeM gawxlll® iictiid% 

«ii3 funf ire eschanges the Isorilere^ wea eas«itlallf an 

to occtapf the of msHimix tf iD*w# It aia not 

giccsfsa# Mt the wiMttons %iire etlll aneteiae^ *rh»Be iin«r« am- 
®lse^ to i971 whais the east wing latoh® mt§^ hat coal a i»t be saia 
to hat'© been wiped oat totally*^ fht Bijili laacsori of 1972 w»« 

•ad© to norwaltsatton of relatioiis %iith strese on cxs- 

todatance* Ihe PJclstao lead^rrMp i^lll Iwrped on the settlanwnt 
ef Kauhnir issue. Thao the Kaelmir Issae oontiaaei to be the 
^ Wfjlosivc peg* After 1971 cane the i^heatals in Hran and AJghanl^- 
•: tm and .?Jcistai!*s strategic foi» In th» U.S.A. masrket. hilt 

tsciwed fnursi.vr fln^nci^l aiolstwce* 

Mtm 19b2 eloae stio-FiltistaRi relatiotts ciilaa 

w«tea sulwtanual military aU to F^lston, to.t Impoxtiiow tiom 
China* e vlswpolnt, wan the ovarflight facility *(hic»i onadad 
Chinese alrl*msB to opareta hy the shnrteat louteto the /xatwai 
«s*e this region and mrope. » thl. «.«««« the Karaitare. n.ad 

; S^rtent for eaifmerciitl strategic reason** 


ly of 


■tte geopolitical oormuBlty of Interarta la lai 

mM 0^ si'll* Ifi 

iia-a, soviet chariset^# iiith tl^ ir 


t - ,, 

f'i '$! 


ABC PublishiaO 

Ki» indi^ feecarilgf p,jS6. 

nous®# . .. 

I»ii# p. i56e ; 
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; asitaiyilty of ti!t#c©®ts isioitld 

l!i!|»rfcaot £«stoir la ti® oabooatljMat* a powir acsaatlon onil 
^«ito &gt?Mta«i liiaia aai y*s*A. wmtld Ibo eoaaiterod acfceptattc-’ 

!, hi| 5 iD ill t*S.e csoimaetloa. Fait ootmacitiloa tdt* CBMf© la m\s lilftory 
> ^ lat ttijj raeafetoned ter racwed Ifc 1%|^ aawr fewaa m wltlJ 

can not: iSo nwicli laalfi to thmiolii«a« tsnstt Klnmt^lm 
af Iran zla loasrat twfw lalwilo itntai«aftiaOli«i ooald l>® aii mmm to, 
tenocratle radlcallw. Fal£l®tafi*8 |o«aiaga toward® th& wat «« * 

' .1 

S pl»ix3««r»fi, 'riot tim rwwolatlon la Iran taia iwsxwnc saccfe®®- 

52 

; gal to Chang© all this cartal.nly, * 


i f;': TtK'- picture of this rcgloa changwi W.s,a ani soviet 

■ falon toft Operating as super f«t«ra in the juraMan sea. iho 
g' mptimiB0 r.tiotojy ana deplo^ent h^e siovea to a dlfforant plan®* 
E' nth !>laio '.‘ijatla a® a Ibrtfard base# u.r. mlsslla*ilwiarlr»®» oemld 

I ©ycriit"- In th?' Hr«iMaR sea. 
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natoffo of issues thafe sliAiis is tills xsgiofi toweviic VMiy 

with othsra saS it nj^ ha cailsvitiil; t» locAt at t. . ^ - 
iriem to a oc^at-ata maaiiair begitmiag with Arahiau aaa .:r:: 
the iBMm peuinsiiXa, It has li» largast umy in tlii» ration, 
larger than irm md v^istm ttl® i»rc@ i» am hetu. .•.n.:',-’ 
gimn the am iuportaiwe of «@a powir Is the me. f Ala- 

tan has a swiaXl ooastliiwi fiw Kar^sdai to tim ixmlm hox'Sm that 
m3s«b the turablas »ea froatago* ©wa tlwgh f Alatan ma:y imarmmm 
its mvy ill the ooiains eol® la M‘«l>lan ma <I«fel^?isieata 

Is likely to be aonilmd to Its own ¥icinl%. 
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5£e ^'Dixiio o£ tMe mmUim b» ia»3e oftetlvn ar^c of 

If tln^e were a pzo^ mmn §em» «e» c.,f- tf.--' .■- 

gte h^MltB that m mm^lm l)ag %o oite. if is fc'n-’ -. ■ 

e**B c»a»t of India wMidi I* Ite anst stMlfimi tor tedi*# ais it ii“ 
Ijar© that it ^wce® irlth iwnI Imi* In a ea»# ©f mmrihm 

tioaal in 1971# thi# •am m mm @f mmA ictton 

tte and iniian totnx® nvira^ ©nnfiiet 

aonntries would be of a mmm a^Matle&tai nabii:© and idth gxaat«r 
jaistructlt*® pOBslbllltle® on Isolb tl» rsgton i® torwJUm 

bec«i«e of the Cbliile® nacl@i» twt® at I©^ Mat juat north of Kaab- 
mix and tte P^a^proacb to fat li^aat cipiSaUi^* in India# th® 
ptaBefiil meXear aa^loston waa Ismaad a» part ©f thmix ovwrali 
progrwn® iv t^'» eclenfclsta at 'mm. m. Ainouiicad Ite wm and ania 
that tShor® was no differanssa iaefcif«®a and luielaar isoaspon* 

«hlle Zndi® ha© ©Iwaya aaei^ad that ®i*siili b« illsfciiifulAad imm 
wm^poiism -i^ey relate to sttugfl* tor pmm oonfllcte of intwcaata 
Hid oonfilefcs of mltore ai^ valu®** Pificiatan ace^tad tlie lafitl- 
maoy of the use of mdear tiaapoiis i« thip raflon and ratoiwd to 
p«ticl*>ate in tte i»tt.ptolil®ratioB ISraa^- 3:t ean b® tf.-ra. 
tte ailt of todaf hm mm «anctm®d awS dogiiatleod ^ 

tiBse natioUF- ^Icti e»n«is® «*wsl®»r stratafy. Ih® intornal dew 
lofnrflt, n* /»*tjl«t.tst»n »a a* hww l»a «» • .itaatlon In vhlcl. 

AlBhwilftRn »»n lost Its isifft* <*«»>» »»* “* *■" 

It. «r«, the xnai» point of #l« tl« t*h« sltustlon ro.r« .■ 


^4* dlfer# 



n owfiT «iwl»0(giii«ife. tim statos of 

teiffer otetCiS in fete stib isontliittBt hat htte 3i8i|»l»€»r«d pioetly*^' 

which hat • t%tt%itslis ttiil^ it oov Hflyi ■ ^-.y. ■ 
Itest ili^'alry cjoaficoiifetfcioii t^ag nt^ ct:- 

Wild a«d roglofial ifiKlt* 


In matters of wourltf of this lartblni a-vi^i'/T v.’.j*';ni 
Intfit Irw are tlfsio in rival gotltlone I lice ss vAtitaa. irw 
hi® fcifeen n^n lt«e 1 .f the loloof protectpr after tl« 

life at of tlw onemtry in 1971 there has fe«!»n fst^ptS poll- 
Ileal# will tat?/* an^ eoenowte wonerttlon the te«» omintrlen. 

®i«re h*im Iseen also a recent afetwB^ta at esstaW-lnhlng » uoiv-trah 
Isiawlc alli^aRce botween Xrwi anJl ijil’.ty. on « regional 
plane Iran® iMPfwrt to Pate after Wli la wtivatefl fear of it* 
mm bamanlasiitloii. Th© B^achl intfepenaemee mvmmt in the lr«i 
herderlng Paitlefcan prcvliswe of !Bil.ttelil^»ea ha® Slriot rawlflcatl^as 
ter 'iTjerc* ®re aalnchte llvlt© on the Iramlao * 1 ^ of the 

who ia.ow^ with in P^lalan ha^ an In- 

Imendent BalwcMptate# Ilihran feels that if tl» Baluchi torewis; from 
»lBtan they ifUl almost eertaWly he Joined hy Kin«®n In ^rm 
lo?ii 3 ifjcf to fwicensetoB rioirwieftls in Ite eaet^na eatoramllf. Iran 
to, 91 m «„nort»rt o» »>» «**» 

Kiten <X^ii 3 cv 5 *^*' 5 ent Pa3c1itunlrt«1 flwwJ* Ib31«*s 
olM. Wt • 


K* R* Ciiptai ln<3la« owwa# 

m4 p. l«* ’ ' V ^ ' ■ 



ana inaia «hich w,uia ^ 

®iil#t #» 3 coiifitKy ©r ©xist®S iii % 9irimfciy tettiw3«t®S ftum* Iran 
lias as a Momlt of th®*® f«®tor» pemd laUtfeMfy m§ «coiw»ic «li 
i§ pAl#fc*R ffiAtlngf lit ® iilar®ati i® l,ii %|ii* r®9toR* 

urn !»« hmm mmtmtXy rntrim % mai®*® »iia potmtm In 
llw -ar#® tout csan to pboiw al*itf i^te w ttll till® TWQion wltlwit 
awing Into atrect «»irifllct wltii iniia. 


irm ton aitttotkton® to telaate tlse msi»lm »«• 
lt®g go against India* s lnt«reiil». It nojiia wpipmm that tlwre Is 

^iat riiralry 'between Iran aiii Xnaia to maintain nwrai toprmmaqr 

5*7 

in the ragion# 
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Billfcarj tie® vitl^ Inaia »tl4|ltoiiir« to mmem 8o^l®fc»iisito infi-o* 
tfice iB tte region. 

te'snii r©lattoiis lAish VkBmA» wss® ■■.'• . 

r^tee. V.a* lii«t«Il®a shall %m In ib 12 ww« 

ifce relation® ’^th w.s.^ tmm hmmm wrawilng. ir«»8 
tton«y Qsv«i3m«t 1» It® atong eoonwiy firing 

»h^ regfaw !»» rfscel^na « ®®tM>h®d£ lammm of 4t« mr islth txm^. 

!lt ha® etartodi thlritlng not only «boiit th® itefffnee- of 
lot also about the defoiK© of It® Oaaatt on tMs 
tejm that time CXireti-lraq war)# beemao Iraq ha® feliwiily rAatlowi 
with soviet ynioii Ca treaty <» 0 cliia«i in W2) «ii«3 hme ally Inilia. 

:' Iran aeclared that its frontier® %»re not confined to thm mii Mt 
©xtended to tte irabtan sea and Ped tea* Iran mm voidc with 
»itain and r.#s. '• for establishing It® InUtiffic© in th® »iW.aii 
sat and may once again collaborate with ttie w.s*#*. it aoeplred 
certain fact! itles of it® sMp® and persomiel in f^aarltiiiea# the*® 
lay later te shared with ©r piM^d ©n to toe wtstwn powers. 

In 3 Oct. 1973# the Shto proponed a ooof>eX8tlve ischmm in 
the field of cctsiwiy# politic® and nav^ fcr raglooal statoe 
• U i& ff4t by India that hi® schan® ippeared to b® directed against 
Many event® haim tiifean pla<» •» Bmimxe oi 

™ iwr D.S.IW and feelings of 

Us «iM6ji3y# ban on anas py » 

iaeioae grouping or Islailo 






lili 








®# mtipgfca rMg Jtiiig'ls# Indian ocean Rasion^ security# 







clssa tlm with xrtqiMe « prSaaeif emm ol Jrar,i*e 
towsst^ft £2ew JSiiSttaii pll.Q%.s ware tiraiiilii© 2icas|il 

nainfeala iti^liai HI® plane*. Ii»iai»*i 
ailitiry asslittaiae® wee mm le ttm ooNatiott of Mtfeor oonilict 

l2f»i * tiJelr asitiial teorte on th® rtiafet-al-MaJs 

Iran’® aMppoift lor tiM »ir«l^ rttelllon in ''itie 

i^wcal c«t»tan5iri® gximmmmo tfeat tite lial if*lii»t xr«q wo^lS 
tiavt 'bean r«gas:a®a wltli toe l@*s cancom %*»• Ifc wfe *» tl» iracf- 
lo'viet frlew^sMp taroafey of I9t2 lURfl tb© lotenslfteatSon 

,i l.Uater«a tl«i betw«n aaghana »fl MW ortM.® fcUo«a 

naMosi^boo r*|Jf>ro®el*!ierat wltJi CW.na Jsjf reco^RlslW “kJ** 

"figtea# % ^ aweiiansM 

: fiieln«*«a relterafcea his mMrnin^im t© »«• rm^im 

iutaet. ^ mtmwS, a*««io® arrsngiwwifc va* oo*3t«« oat hmmm inl*- 

Mb>a ma tehrau aau ana Um oortlma to «*«* 
a^anuitla. Into the ,»abi«. «.. ott-r point, of oontXlet «« 

^4! }*tHXirM reacted 0®*^ lf70f 


to XBdla’a 


tor liiSia's 



«oal3.1«t# mr %>sii tifortp to -■■•^ 

aecMTi^ IR thi affc«iai^ of Iti Iftl aefiiat# 
i amMgRcwB positioR as a !!iilitarl3.f ite^aiiiwit potfiw with 

snt tmbitiomrn 


■ Tim owrthmw of riiOi aid Kl»^iii’« «wiW w 

pBww: III 3.979 oDRsia^rsWly *®3.a al ’Ssa®* 

« »«««.» A#iiaaioii wldi Usa sovlafe yni«»n a**® 

Hi trtai to ei»lw a new pome acjiaaion wi-w* «• 

« « afeatas* H® ®*****®^ 

or^cflftng tti® ^omxm of ttnlteo atataa* 

itia atralts ®i »«*«“* ^*9 
©i oil taif;-^-s pasr-tn© ttwwn »« &KKm.^ »* 

U». re.^n.lblllty o£ «» .«a «« ««.»«, ««ia not «t .. «>. 

pplle«„an o* th, *hl. poXU^ -.».«- t». ^vUt ««.t to 

Iran bit a»«g«.tea thr«t »» <«»-« 

. * iti»»«L.99 isa tH® -Wiat Intajnwwtton 

Iranian r«wlRtSoR ®f 1978-79 ana an® 

^ ^ A r«iatk>ns aid u,s».&,K 

m mh&olBtm l^a ^ to Alslsaiilsta® 1® 

1979 sna eapturo of o-S- aoX—* ^ u s ■ . ite® 

. -HhanWMB »* l»“*« “* “* 
in «. tte Irani ** 
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Isad ties Sown tlio mh &m Ita to ixm in t«ina o£ 

ft^iiSiisg to fcl» Afgtiao *ii^opB®«U 

til© t&mtHm mtif^m attlto^ of tlm i>oiii>*r«n»l.ittloiiary 
In Iran anS tlSA to mlftlalatt Setoriorafcion o* 

'' fehilr bilateral r«lattoiis with Iran# m itoil co-wr tor 

'' tto S0‘rl«t xifiion to infeaisaify ito tolls m? in Aigtonlatan. 

^Mle Iran enS tto V«A wer® pra-occsipled wltli ewl^ito » 
j tm relatlonsMp J^aniatw*# ottwr nalishtoiir* v«rc alw px*^ 
0(tscapl«S wltb their dbmestle afSiira * 9^iBtm with it* lnti*fi«l 
' llsaaat* China with ratollSii*® it* ahattfmS ®coi!Ofi^ laiS inSla 

! «lth Ui» eeventH Oeneral eKwtlOB*. «» <>««»««• *» '*** 

i! nUltaty IntiaxTrentlon in Afghanlatnn ean nany and imrind 
; It wi» motmy to mntaln the Afsihen taMigwcy ■»»«•«*». 

Thny aX«« elnte* ««* “"** WShat-sovlet peace end arleoii- 
.hip treaty. The Afthan cwerneent hed Imrtted the. tat there 
; n«y oth« intentions to the doaiet «^tan, » to gain accea. to 
the roTlrt aetion warn witers of H» »anian tea thraaOh »*let«n 
end Iran, to d^netrete to the lal-lc «.nd-ent.3.1ata in Iran 

that the us., dleapprove. Of their «,»rtlnp «,e l.i»ic r.»i*. 

I ■ f n tto rasloh to aoBfetol 

' ttoa, to tewsnstrat® other gp 9 &cmmU in 

I the straits of fbfwsif* ■ 

<^.t. «fi*bitts ttow to ni'T^rt 
Th# foiriet pra»®i»s® ^htola . „ 

' >»4 alii tokhtooi** in toth I*i!l6i«t#n anS 

lfl«ir§en«q' nwvwents h!f S^tt©h a ^ i*y thi rultos «lit®K in 

Ir*. A eoncertwl ettaapt l» taW# » «* , the 

u.. ^ ^ eirther «»*)»» espanetonleiw tat 

* m oilf oemiitri#* to rnxwm* 


% . ‘ 'S' s' 

^ ' I 


■ 



fallitucry of fe^no ooaiitxios mA© socti offortp 

political, ilM«at a potantti^ ttaroat «rl»«B 
te paiisr c* iaili 09 swRocchla® In tbt ©oasfeA Isoritor raglon of 

® gt 

^i^lan sea an^ Pmmim Oilf rniimM to ®aeii-otli®r. Th« fmiet 
isifcorwettois ie ^l^tiiinlitaii in otc. ISB. mm imitimmy to m 
ifiijrts to Increase their pire®«w» In the Oilf ana «atol«n ®«e* 
BscaiSfe o« littoriO. atat®® of mu regton folt £«» ‘*n'S 

a£«btftiX atottt feh«U- security ana Intisgrity tern th® mpsKpoiiwt® 
pftscr]^® alia ccmfrontation in this ooaw^ia. r«®ioi^ 

Chino w«i l« * view that thl* soviet int^vefitton mmU Am 
affected ti*.* China* y sbcurity in oth«r word® toat the Invaelon 
po£wa a fca China’s seooslty. *Miin8»« concern »r ttff® 

afcoirtty is only par~t i*® etrateif. 


-IIOI* 


Jao-Much IMO. p. *»• 


«. 106A, Vol, al. So. *• 


M-feMJMi. 

Til© s«® ®we ttiiiaer sli«rp i»c»i« by «wit® that 

gl in aastlicr epsere of tb« nemm i’ll® im-ms 

ana confronfc^tlon araoiii tb* amnix imu 

tecoms liisteorleal Xwaoii Is® tb® »aWaii ®i»a p«^«lafcton « 
goneratlon, «>* instiWlit^ l» always ®s^«loncad in tte 

region aft®* pcjww® Intarwnblon le eirnptad in 

fehl© region of ttm ee* bacau«* of ^ix ocoiwilc, political an*! 
,ti«t^lc interest*. The *e» o* their r*BUl«r nweX presence ana 
terror of tlielr t>lg ana technical etranjth. which la panaanently 
uylny to establish In the region, haw mterea In tha regional 
•tates or littoral* of the arehlao tea. «» tenelon. etoleh 1* 
ted US the raalaflod intaitlone of the pto-weatern and ooranuniet 
power states of the region to aefe their interaste, hae generated 
instahlUty In the region elwey. the cloed. of «nt.M: coold he 

here. Military pact* with ».t.r«.l P-r. and ln«l.eM.t. 

<!»n«iietSe !« ® oours® 

clalMs are Am tfm erne* of tmis oonfiicose 

ex no ahottt th# eontaet, for It wan worldwide 

fctere war. watnlr^ aonoOTa*- 

r. * ##air ate to Al tlwsB# liw*iii»g« 

mS qiltB ft f«iUa ^ 

#•111 ooRiiortiiig t'm region 

lovir^ nation® dman^®^ ^ ^ ^ 

fUnm f 1 1 ^^*s«afcton of «®a* - ® 

into a »iie o£ peace ana ^ 

af wmmn faciiiti«» p*o¥id«a 

flow of arsM receiving of ^ 

4 «£Mirce of ^eterroB®* ***^ tt 8 *i»rl». 

toy esfiternal power@,lB a worco 

TftiMQntw*- of var anJi peace bte 

hl«, sea was strictly ^ IS. v«.t ***.*«*«. 

nany external !«««* bed th ^^e 

rt It was aleo t«. «»* ^ 




344 


fgr mild In ani Inteaslfcsf, TM \rate rcccct. 

hlst»*T « tr«U of #i8ptcion anS fe®, 

ws^ toao©«# and of liiflii«ec*» prosMoo «id tetnance# -av^cii 
iBt^xwrition# «»ni|i#«fc and occs^atJon all tl»®« li«i» 
effected fete I i tel mas fell® aoik# ia»®»fele stability and 

xftlafetonr.* 

Fears caisad 1:^ big pmmt mmmmmm mA ty fete raso« «d 
llettelity o£ Modern amis ^©ad «oiii all fel» sfeafe®® wltb oce«ilc 
ehatacfeer. Tbe Mrablan »m hm teen sabjiwtea to fctelr tmet 
Iwavlly wid fete cdiances are febafe fete tlareafe ^igWfe te sterp* in 
this respect all fete lifefeor^ sfe^es ar® aefe«ceU»i to «^«* fete 
aeclarafeSon of area of pei«e and etij^lnei fete greafe poi^® to : 

hidfe farfeter eiieali»feto« of feteir nairifl. pmmim in fete area 
ritelnate tN-lr b««e« ana n«.l *«UUU. «*l.te<l vlthm U 
mi tmom «11 we«»"8 o* aeatiuctloB. M »hl® "‘V ***Sf 
«»« tMlr maeppnaenc. by tJ» tTUMtM. tbratt mi aet «.lia«rtty 

m& integrity o* feteir territories. 

Min collusion ana U.s.(>.-aiioa.»a)t aJda. Iran-»*- 

4ukc^ »oct ina^aovtst p.«e treaty c«, 

51 feir fete littoral states including Iran# 

ertatfc ^ fc^tate of danger ioi tte 

■ »#«wi®fe in tte »abl«n «««• 

xaq# India sad »f tte Mg |» 0 ^ 

alwsirs reacted aooot fe^« «««' 

Uttoial stiitos a£ ttm s«a tef® ^ 

teflon iBNong fel® I Itto^ ***1 

tiiesci oiy po’wers oavM |«®a®noe 

am. I«w».a tb. local po «»0 ILs.. mala 

sfeafees la ttlh region. Bar ^ 

-*.sfca.«fe4«taH fete Jola*i 

7 Will liawe to faCvJ fete feaA 


K*R. Clis^ra. mile * ^te Ii^«« teete. p* 
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CW.«a and WAistm the Mrablan s@a. 

Big have maneuvered to es^lolt the dangerous prob- 

Itffts of mb-contlnent and the GUlf IiriLnale wrld* These pot«» 
£-lvairy has been Intense In the region with respect to ll'te* 
rttloB iiovements and In the fl^d ©f state relations In the fix at- 
Man sea* 

Feai'ing Iraq and the disintegration of ticietan under 
Sovlot-Xndtj pxesauiQ# Iran has been rapldljf eapanding its naval 
forces. Ue 1973 coup In ^hanistan mi the Irredentist 

•fyi,shtuni*.tan* policy of the new regime aimed at Faiklstan# auto- 
matically aligned Kabul with Moscow and Baghdad against FAing and 
Islamabad. ^ Mi enlarged ^hanlstan actually incorporating the 
tUBhtu areas of Pdsistan would have access to the sea, however and 
thereby would prefc^rmably be less dependent on the USSK. Moceovar, 

If India could push up to the Indus, It too would have no raaeon 
to acpend on Itoecow, be at present, tor support against Pakistan 
a.>U Itn BUlcr.. of amrce, a reconciliation »ong Pak ena male 

achievo tlio £:»i!5 effeGt. 

The Mrablan sea area was a tot-hed of piracy. Hljadclno of 

fne present day version of piracy. *' 

succeeded in gaining ^ 

t.m as** 111 ratsains in intern at ion ®1 
elation with liberation movement© s 

s^ious pollution problems assart 
aenace. w*5uch a thing would create b&c 


.. a M.« frhci Indian ocean, p. 217 < 
Rajendra Singh# Politics of W . 


the and eeommic iMmktm thifc might be generated 

lift tte s®3* Feg tonal coorilnattoii in aa'vai patcollliig an^ Joint 
o^'jsprafctoRss atrs?ct«S aQalnat sMttggliag c» llltgal tomtfratlon 
iwtiia GO a loiat ittch attempts* It iimiia also enmxfi 

fi-ee navigation for all iSMaiareial m&m^s ana Invaliaate on© ai 
tte argamente a nod tim »arltl®« pwm:» to Ja^tl^ ttolt navisl 
^resenco In the 


The littoial states ©f th® arablan s®a «an m% be called 
nwal po%iex's. Ttosa states wM«ii htm » mml sm mtth the name, 
esn not ©omp etc, elth«r in the iifflsbar of naval vessels or in the 
iSegree of ©ophlatlcattoa In the %«iip©n ®S'st«# tdth any of tt» 
major naval pmmcB. ait vtille svaleatti^ th® naval c^aMllttoa 
of the email states a few facts shmU be borne In mind. 9iXB%, 
m nmlm of the big powers are ®ll ovwr the vorld ^ 

strategic con a idler at tons, tl* «W war oonarontatton navel 
ooiwliMentE, smon% in m confrontation betwiwn ® 

Mg power and * snail state, the big p®v« ^ 

,Uh the «ia war ooUtlca. iWraiy, the ««»y o* * mAl atate U 

generally erttlpoafl with the we^na °* power origin 
all o£ th«= are oataated. 1» *«*, the n.vl« ot .any ol tie .«- 
Han nea littorals are ec(»lppe« »a«n ves.aln in. 

tore are belns accBlroa to particular neeat. 

.^Utan ana Iran have a alr-H. capacity In the .ratia.i «a 

«a. 

.aenaate to haiHle Ita aocmitv itfola- 
inllm auiry to hardly aae<|»ate to 

, , Iran la laiUatag ap «o naval 

tef* In t!'« 7X^i»h irw» » 



9 ' .1 7 '' 

■8.1 ^ f " 

lut ifc i'S Btill in tl» tormaist^ stuSfi^ Wskistm will tAs rmnfi 
fcliie to remw&r &om the lemee m0imS imrlng the Dec. 1371 *»n- 
0 ict. tetter littoral state® ne^a® are llififig in Infance 
®K }0 no littoral power 1 ® la ® stroiiQ poaltloa a;, t.' -m- ^ * 

tfm «aMan ®ea* 

flaray littoral state® me falrlf w«il ««|ii| 5 pea with ^cs^els 
^sl^nsiS tor shor© defwic® toS paferolliiig. Ito 0 «t all the 1 lito- 
ral states haw me^lw and mAl siaai wisii® lik© IWgate®# «»r- 
rett&e* msljwwine chasers# torpato-toats and coastal 
■iraft. 71 i€> lr«ilao navy ha® lo towrcwiit ani India fmm one I»wr- 

craft with it© customa d^artoent. mala and lr«s l»w laissil©- 

I 

iirim toat® and Pakistan is ^in® to «C'<pir« tt»» fra CMfii. 

Though there Is a fairly wide r®*^© in the 51^1*^®®®®^ ***^ 
the awianent of these vessels they haw toeen grouped togetlm 
hscanse their prlfuary tonctlon# ©^'^l^ly In the oontesefe o£ tlw 
wiill navies of the area# cw he broaltty g©n<ri^l#ed as ahono 

mmce. itatK ot the®, cm beotune th. melea® of an occ-in fli ot. 
n»Ee email states with their snail naria® eon theialorc, i>la» • 
significant role In regloBal s«urlty If they coordinate th. u 
acuvltle®. rn this they can K<J.lr. the c.p«:lly to h«p th.,lx 
serarlty uoJet ourwelUsiea- •““* ** Innocent pai.s»ic 

®acl co-cp^srata in the r©pi®o*l #»»*rlty. 

^ - ikn e&iee ©atteiit hy th^li' naval 

This ef&tf't cam he tojppl«»®ni<® , 

i Jt -,_ -jin at filjf d^ahillty# It I’lftfc' iilS — 

stx-Mcms inM* t»» e I Salted Mart if V 


carxier# vikrant and non with Khhkmi uis 

an anfcl aljrart^ ctfcuria# tiwuyh Ife 

as^iS fey r.ti»3C€i taM«i!sar^Bt in itti wuifLlcfc. It carrlas 1© tseo 

ftnlc®, 4«S Ml?8ee (mw) ani 2 ^onett® III trtlii»pk«r«, dbrulnatee 

4 

the liii^iaii naval alr-«iw inSla poasesaas ©wi »arltiaie r^iiwitl- 
ss®nce s«|iaton of aaper-conati^lations# laat it has no 
0W aircraft# a ©erlcws siafftdLwcgr wMdh mil* will hmm l» roctl- 
iSf if it hm to hAmme Its nawal capaMlit^r in tte Arabian mm. 

p Platan &>«s not poiwss® an^ am^ alr-ara tut bss 4 r.-na- 
tejsss of long-range 11-28 ana S-S7i 2 »<|iaa«©ii« of M.ra®o ill -sn^ 
Bwarai »«|a®arons of Sabeie^Jats# siarflgbtir*# Mio-lf ana ballcop- 
t&tB» iTsti flofi® not ^possass iiwiA— air arw tot has • ftlr ci^adtjif 
las Influence the naval i«tlvttlws in th® Persian Qulf & sraMmi mmm, 
firtg# SonM wahia# i»th Ymmm have llmltisiS naval waMlltlee, 

Tiwo it c^afi be sal^i clearly that m any littoral of 4raMais 
sea has a edacity eifch«' to ooafiEO^ th® big powwr® single hamto- 
fiy# or ttji irifluaJiC© tlie politics ol fci» Arabian sea* tlw 
Xuillari yavy# wMch piobably# I® hest-traiiiei local toree# at 

to ixment., ;«>ateBBea ths capictty to opM»to a naall acet wlthoat. 

iaparidalnu itu mId taak of *a»»«*«9 ‘>«> -'“Wf o* 

and tte laonaa. The fact la that Boat of the Uttora rto- 

te tha opacity to Mto th. .to n.« fheir »»* 

u. : «tof ^itveuitoto. uaa«bt.ay. ««!hof theoe Uttorar, 




oanAJCfes tteise qp«ar«tloRe •eparifci^j, Jointly can txy m 

f®attce tte oJitalfla p»®ssur«« agalnet tlw In fclin region. 


The mpm pov0r» ire ntlll contlfulng tiheir fii» oilonlw! on 
elmght againefc tlws®® n«idy IndN^aai^t littoral ntatcs of «aM.a« 


To mam*® r®^lr«i®iifc mi.- lUllny i.iK: v-.uuua:, ..ii 

the area it ©hcdi be nealeeary to atrenitlioia tlifc indi«-- ■■■■•V'-.,- 
tho laiiicfslrag o£ an inaigewsus conatacuction progranwi© fci flw>re 
rapiaiy than Is ourrantly plaiwna. maia contimme. to hmt>> to© 
are of all the traae iwtiw in tMo tea tor th« aiiint«r*»pt«»i 
Of the Binewu that feea her into#ttl«« anci also the m^ict of oo- 
wmoditlee ttot enahle hm to oontim* hm iB^sorto# onr iinmeaiate 
aim Btouia be to «:hlev® a lev<a. of waritlrae power ci^jaite of 
itoctlr^ a a».';bitiatlon of any two powtre who*® itore® are I lay 

th£; Arabian aca,^ Xt will «K»t be poealbl* to eaeiclee oontnol of 
the western approaches to tl^ Arabian aea by la.nd bi*.. n-.,- tarlfelwie 
aircraft, tesce air craft carrier, tocoise ntoowary f.o.v this are*. 
Indie ac^plred the F-clas« totm* rlne baa a range oi fill#® 

which is anlf iBarglnally toltaMe tor the AraMan »««. 
naval prceeoce l» tee to hoatll® antoarlne oooiAer t»cti«» 
Mcuzitj Of the h*e water®, mai* has owr the years tollt »«r 

sl'ilpvffirSe iit tS» CocMn# Boabi^ and *— 


6. ibii, p. an 
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Oi» specific area of i» thut a« 

%Mm U'ogiiw iis the Oiif ^ tii» Bahian aaa. Sn t:-..?. ,., . . 

ttm restoa^ eisaurifey# • melor mUt liaa Isean atfcriUit^J w i 
pQijfei:'* 1*1 fact* Qilf politlca as^a^a lr*ti> u»« j.: -■■ • -•- ■ 

tl» ©Kfcciit that til® aatteimi aaeiurity views of ti® cclf ct-vt^.-r; 

'PO%ir®r8 rdly apoa ^aritite® strategies. Tills applies u'j> 
regional states especially Iniia ana !r«fi* as it to th® 
fsiperpottfiara^ I'larltime stx^iitii contrllittos to cmnerdal and mill* 
tary power.*^ r^uglonal states are ea^aodlng ttelr fleet® «»coarjS- 
ingly. Xiiilis tteoigh its iSbBWistl© »Mplai*il«ll*io iniastry aad p«c- 
chaees fro»a the Soviet onion and Iran throi^h import# from the 
tniited states end Britain IjPcely to PiScistan. 


omn sMf^^lng lanea are «i^Jortaii« m 
eisofKsiiilcal ly ^^endent i^pcm tcmalt or trwl® •nd to thoam tlwfe 
ifwluto naval eap^llitiea la tJwlr oiwrall wllltary strategic 
toctrl-:i»s* Hiele^ #it©rrawce assaS ti» oil traite ll®«p tlm major 
mifesld® powers among this «»bir. m^m tli® regional power «* both 
India «ia Iran have need the^lr navloa for ofi^ior® taaOacdnwit® of 
Military targets. Bach also plana to mm toward mqAiximi »i««i“ 
flcant civilian aM.ppi«fl ^eets. Uttordi atat«£. tttot 

tiicsr® slMiild be fireaAwi of navlgatloii mad the rlgit of iwitjct-iit 



ttii® pjriiie%j3.e in Bftcwlw 1989*® m 1973. ■. ' r- . 

utwiid fete ©f libis^s ©©©ocuTvigod tfm unites Bfcates t-o '^^s* 

it» alraraft ««n«r BbiksMe %1iki>ii#i fisim* in an official 
mBmniem 


The intact of ffonfeti of isaarltt*# lnt«*est In'- - ■ ‘ • 

ts »r® llJcelS' to sappirt tlie taitsfeliig rogim® than «fv *rifia%lc 
Ganges* ^ atfcesfipfe l5y aisgr feo atrilt of ifecniii «« 

• ehc^® point to liifc«mi|ife 6Mp>ing# nwiia «»llst the opposltloa 
of imSia ais4 ijranu ®» well •» of tJje oateidt n»fai powwro.' 
mlt ani «rai>laii »ea ref Ion mn btoooing oowfuiilti' p«ver^ oweii 
thw^h th® ©Dfflwinlfesr wiwbere Iwiwe tlielr own Indlwiftiel InWreot* 


3 J 2 




-■O:; 








, , !l 


taas mn Tmc^tn Im® g^t th» cii^acttf to dcei- 

foiafi fi»a* :<uw^t; and Ymm ani San-iSi iusvc •■ 1 - 

biXity even t» patrol lt« fsoiMt Hr®, ixm aX-aiiv iv. 
littoral In tfm mii ulso poaMiaaos ci^aJala 
rc-sgion and tte uraJiiiaii aea* .Sran tiaii plaead or4«rs for tlie 
aiwfj cl MS »erlc«ii fostroyae® of WSO towiwif «wiai ^tli 
electronic anti anti^lssll* «cd astl»-*ii»«rlM '4«a|ioii 

ijyst««s vlfch tim imh rapid fire fan and tmc^o mfeos. it 
»cmlrea^l2 Wancih missile hoatc w»ei with the J^spoon sMp - to 
. ^Ip mlssllM# 4->6 Tisdceed Orion antl^satoarlijo and maritime ra- 
car^l anf?s. it has ahmit 3D0 eohre ^nsh^s. tt has 4 dastroyar®, 

4 fritjato® 12 patrol hoats armed with Fas|»oc missiles and 14 
^toverexaft beslfcc other smaller wcr-als* It also i»» planed to 
■ ac«^lr© tla:tmig}>" 5 a<dc emsers# ^itl imhiRiarliiao h^los^tor® airf mto* 
mj^rlnec. /d.1 these ««|K>ns wmild proj«!t Ucan «• the soet 
powerful naval pover In th» Jvrablwi i»a. which oouia pose » eh.ll- 
ci«o »t only to the lod powers bat also to ths bl 9 poworc. If 
they -Icelfo to tatorvsne In the stsa. Mt beslfles Iran othet U»lf 
su; nc 5 itaton are also bUEOr In aoqilrlro osw wsspoite for thntr 
n.vls. alEO, if they have n».l win, with th.U «Ult«y. r-'oet of 
tl.reo Uttorols «e oU.pto4.cW, state. «wl are to 

to keep tl.sir ^a-lanss cp«. » their n«al pr««.ce Is 
iisroUed enfl if not they are tryli.0 to keep that. 


io. ! b ftl. P. i 13. 
U. I t 1 ^ - /' 2 . 1 ^- 


& XoOnl. ’^ri’'%^^'3 .7’..^Ui 

«|» tili irwjeifiUy# tlw ^ipaHllUta of kh® Indian nm 

Men ftiilf testiwl Isat tiKnto woro no awibk® atoufc Its tc: 


tsic® offaefelw »eti®ii, Xsiiia ai^pftortiii tli® Idea of r^agloml 
icoficwlo €)Oop«jatt®ii# iui a fesktar wmn of prownt^.n^ kt^ !.nrn.irr-^.‘-«nfl 
©f tsreign pov&tw In the lar®® and Paltlston has a-'”K>’:0.i| t/*.--.. « 
tht® ogalnet India, the Inaiaa Mawf *»•» ptoved lfco©lf of 

tsl fill log It® tiA effeoUwly. ^ »* presets® in the 

area has no measslng to inilaii iiK¥y* 

maieu pm.iBtm and Iran mm thm tlsriie regional n«iMal poi»«r» 
in the wrahlan sea, which %mm •owe mmX civility. India a» 
well e» Irsfi cw raid «nlcHlf la the iwi# indlati naiy raided m 
ter mm m Qwadar a port war Iran wMch la within mm roaeh 
of tho Iranian thantiaas. PHtlstan has sorfaco-to-'earface, air 
laancfaed and «lmarli»-H«iiw*»d H«pooii nlBslls*. It >*• • •dflh 
ej?>losive warhead with a hM»y hlaat afteet and r.m ,x- 
danaBlna to its tarsots. iwpoon niasUa is a *>phlstlaeted Ivjng- 
ranoe all .weather crula. -lasUa. e» ha ftred man air, «rf«» 
and unaerwatM. It wuX« »» poaathia to tlw It e™ the tarp«So 
tohea of oonvantlohah satoarlnBi - a flxaat advaotaBa to Saklrtanl 
navy Which will tot ha« to ««» «- lauaeltor. o* Ua toor.t. 

Class totaarinas. Th— «=« -I* ** 

oarlneo lasscher. o* th. a. ««lto tl-t 


a. m mm Ml «id Regioii*! seodrltj 

1 %, Bhapender sH^h# Indlafi ooetn 




t»s «iii mm wmm Mb lse@fi c«tSer«5, 

mimilm cm also M ti«L«gr®*»a wlfeli fifitletaiii ‘ ' 

lielico 5 ?t«t», Ite atpply of 40 itorpooM to filt opwia tl» poeiibl- 
Xltf of a gooiiioA attade 1^0119 csoast litw toar 

engaglns oa stora wi5 offil*w« t*c®atab^* i«.tal Iw3l« estabil- 
alTKWBfce 3.l3i« ti» BtoaWto itoanlo <»iitjr« bM tlie ?>agar 

r«* 0 ff*shca^@ oil plafcferai «i» felia Mtoir Moh will highly 

. tm wmmmt will al» to waaor am§mx» 

tWraat. »» 8 @ »t»ull#s wUl laate® tto FiJclataiil Navy capaMa of 
lafcerforiog witii laaiiii Mp isowi^nto ana hlodHiis Ito laraa® s«a 
mitmm &n ttm mm,m »®a. fto intoettoii of tWi® woipofl in F*l»- 
t««i mws will tonag ahwife atorifttgle otoiig® in mmtm mm pamm 
Mlmm «ia woria aangwawisly pr«lplfei^ a n«w «»» 

jw»«it«-bn iiaie felia antlT® raalofi*^^ Slw« a aiManoton to tii® 


»«tolan son oferategy* 


14, Ibid# p# 46» 
li. m<3# p. 4i. 






It is h&wnfWt tAietan rjort of Camv^-M' i-s 

teing cecsretlf asiml«^«a wlfeli tie laeileiBg fcO ti>'’ •>■'-■:: ■■• *, ■' ■•. ■■ 

cafced ita iraesielii* it l» peeeili® tint KereeM toe w»«a Iti tt» 

evait of a qlo'M war, a p»»|iet Is stwrtsa In ItSl with the hel|i 

of IIS tor Hagtjpoiriisg nsirsl b«@s ianUltles la Karachi aii3 along tli® 

coast of l^aishlefeiai. It has as ^Oi-is attadt gurahlpa. 

It Am has la total 3i eatoarln®# on® emUm* 8 

gates# 13* Fatrol boate laera tivm i® tons# S fartttol boats 1*3^ than 

18 

60 tons# t TOWBpore asi 3 sawnrt wasssls. 


iOiwalt ha* a patrol toats. «n wwiian Nasf i* 

s 

strength and »phlatiei^ion# Iran pommtm^ 7 ^sstrosr^'s# 
>ers# escort awss^nr# ii fsfcrol tests# 4 a>w«fet®®# 4 «s»*«t«l 
►store nine gniwper*# I rspair sMp# oft« wat«r ta«iii«# &m 
smi class ficlgstw whl«8i haawi toean e^lPP*** with to« #«•- 
MKa airfiic# fca**arfai«» «le®il®s *® wtil •• 

».cat am It >W « »»«««»■«• »a «««•* to 

tt®C3. It has pXsnea to loir rtare-toas# antt-sota«« in, •!#- 
. ” n® Iranian Haw la InUM srafcalli l»Ut «p as a po««- 

a. , oiif tet alto iar the 

rce# not oiil3f tor t» *** 

a sapoort. vasaala al». n» ■•“I -Hpona oc*bln«J with 
ul airferea wuia anahia Iran to pl« a aWnUlcant rol« In 

.. a.wa A>-mblae mmm, MiSVier 


16, K,s-., siagh# Indian oaton# 

17 . Slight telltton ©f i 

fgreiis intta I 


... tto» 3 n iCisris 
DiViF'iOil# |'uA 4 S« 



^K2£mit Iimi to operate In tte ''.r'liJ.? ■': 

Ifc t»© poii»s«aoi «ai ollir and m %patw talikt'sr which rn;;;!-'- 
ttm ^mmlm of «ie iruiiaii Hawy to op«ato on tU' &yx 

« period* irao iMe pl«ii to ita mm io the maS' 


It will b® Infewostliig t© oofce tern the locel MM'a ot&tes 
and the Mg powers react In ixtar® to Irwil® MelRia to oontrol, tte 
Qilf, iriiii*®# fiSMiy. and air fisirc® fmm b»« str^theoed Say 
aritain ana the ¥sa, lr« l» a wm^ of cSi«o and has ©lo« ro- 
Istlona with iPaSsletan wMcdj Is Mto • ClNfo partoer* tUl tow 
Iran has been against the pr«B«i*se of any ficnealgn pow«r in luc 
Oilf tet tlies» cm alwiQfs b@ fewptatloo®* Bit ima has 
m maMii timfel ornseoce at BaSiraln after the at:ltlih with drawsA* 




local states im© Iraq wMiSh ar« ia coafltcfc with Iran. !?*■£/»:■;; 
Iraq is not a naral poiiwr tat pskwmm es acsmts tv^:- • ■ 

CDiiftW’Otatton* Iraq has 3 aaall aaiiKilSfif; ssalopi'i-ari.ttec 

too at 0 alscsit ijo aaaii patrol toiAui* itow tt% irac^i osivy 

noowJ^wii®^ %fith iaw faijt patrol tioata a«|tl|^®d with s.'^* £,•.■.• '• 
furfac© Rilaailas to OMStw tli^ EMM ttriflat#* acqilrfi’di 

ir», Iraq howmwr# a land mtm ma aii not Mk to 

mmlop itm naval wing. Ibe yssR ha® «itil»lliM naval hr.'.:- . .; 
vm mm in Iraq to countar Mi^cati pfmmam In Bata-aia llkaly 
to Mrabl^ Ma alao. fhara art batwem tho cmiiw 

mm% &t arltlsh a^lra tomi 


Mw MS alao in tha ragisse at &a^ xt acqiiri^ 3D 2 ma cobra 
m-Ws ainn-ei witli 70K mlaalla Imfidtmet 3 lang class Mteiarlimi# 

12 missile J»ats armed with Harpoon ssite. 2 store ships Clogietlc 
sttppoxt ships), a supply ships its^m oM &£f tsc sigltor). one 
fleet X'C% 3 lerjil»iiaenfc sl;4p and one Hast taakM# P-3 cartonplwe®# 

23 anti su'laiajclrie warfare C» W) hsltoc^tws and 6 mino-«miitar- 
Bcasare li£ll€»pl;€r« C&itofdfey RH-53I»). Its nswly i«vel«tolng nwal/ 
ill" eapeciaXly Its ftoavisr f^htlng sMps# e«p?> 0 rt 

ve^ijsls. sutaarines. airt^sr®^ orloii planss. and mistilo teata 
WMia have provlAsd lr« with, a wr powiT®^ ^ ^ 

cracial polltioo-mllltary role in ths j«rahi«i s®a* 



TW WT teats mhlm to e- - j. - . . 

st®B Iir«stai3 otl teiS to: tte pi&sagft of oil fciwral— 

»m port or Um p««sag« of ©tl tatkm»» Iraq hm air* 
qmm^ it& nmrj oonsisStertiay, it iias obtaim^ l«4 m/k x/xi ixsats 
iiimsd witli styse ss», S and 4 liBidlnig ^-afts. -xcor- 

diW Jaiw*® fighting ships# hraq and Ww u®l- r.icnr.^ ' n 

lugttBt 1976 %iliich ha« hmm &^t aacrat.^ It i» yvrHSAi.t-.'i -c,,-... : # 
from the naval p4lnfc of %!«»# tt iscludsd ^vistetis fsi the aoviet 
ocoapatlon of Ufff» «1 - isar is rttarn for ths protiilon of lo ml- 
»ile firlgates to Iraq. ■ 


a. K.!-;. ^ii^h# P®r*i«a m,ii 9* 


elms £mt patrol hems hava hmm mcqxis&s viiici-:, rsi;- .• ... . . 

Siiito, yatar lim liraitaa nilitirf mvA K'Vuis,- ea ; :.,.;U . ?.:■. ■ 

rcgica. It l»s § large patrol loi^g aasS n patrol craft in ai7(: 
mA oracreiS for as*®® otl»r»* 

tlm msa% dfcaraatic ehuagr® nm »«ea In the growth of fcl» 
in aiaii. Qfian*# Haty wat oonpnamS of aom® aoaii pateol boat®# 
poiMired dowha and giiltan*® yaelit in 1972 tet mu it hai ac^l* 
red 7 Broc^e Marine las^e p^Mtrol <nrafta aiMd with lasicit ss4a« 2 
mineam^^ers for patrol aity* 4 ^yoapar patrol boats# 4 gniall patrol 
«acafts# on© logistic support ship Collw: Md sapply 3 

small lamllng craft and om training ship* csnan had a ia,ne mtmH 
tradition In the past and this migtk Indlcat® a reviwid of i ■ -.t 
traaitlon getting ahow® parage® in the region of irrfiian s»a* •it 
thi« show th^ th& ahow state® ©sesept iruti haw® not hat® their 
effective naslal presence in the arahtao i^a ^ea# ttojgh they hafo 
tlilei to Show ttoir naval preseiwse in the oil I sjsfii-ciivtd'v. • 

Ti‘» super powers interventions in the littoral .. 
affairs# asnSlct Iran- Iraq cona let# Afghitnistan oooipa - 

tlon etc. and Iranian rwlntion will p»haW.y toisp^o the mvA 
wm race in the ««toian sea littoral state« to mme mtmtt hi . 
tiaia could not im afforded asins raa-.-, i* v ■ 
is mntim& amrn to Mg power* naval a^- 


a. Htlltwy balswe M78-7* ma Sim »•«!»* l»7e) aat** 

the atov® Journal** 


protect their interest* «t^ eonml^nlgr freedom, 



in vi@¥ of Iniit’B talssion a» » »«tion, lt« tnw- 

»>a*e bean « «“ fcc* * 1 . U 

«, to inai.'. l«a<.pe»d»».. «- c*.btutl,. 

atioB of the vast «ln«^ «>a «•!» *««»«*• »* 

tr.a. «a It. he.vy 


iilglv »eral«» 


Hill 
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’^%t| Ti^ feist tl^ /' -1. 

fiil»iS>^MrS.® fife Ion in sah 9iis 3 %ii® ocsm fi®ik.®8 3 * 

ittilec of oar coastline »re iwlaer^e* cm m mmlcr^ct in 
ai^ ttieory which tries to Justly the tlreat to our rlty 

esTirowieiit or conaones the esdstetiise of jtoxelsin «uw cx..*..ir.<, 

a»fc»J 


i^ith siach perc^tioiis, me orientefeion ©f the Inaian :iafy 
itself uiiaerwtnt a serioes «ltir«tioB. Ihe ri^ Is pr^sred to 
aefen^ the entire g«Mrt of Inile's eeoiiomic md politieei intef- 
ests in m&hlm ms littwrad.* The ^et« ©f India dtetM’ 

nisei to ac<^ire at least fsM herhingMs of a tine m« coofM^iity 
that wmW raise tha tbresholi of Banral tntarilctloii. in affMk 
a Miniiaal det^rreiwe that night pretent a Ibriagn power «fcia- 
iking of a course of action inlaiicii. to Indian mtloiiai interMti 
wm smtght to be areated# wad IwNBisa the Indian Naey waa aasigned 
the ’rery iw^rtastit roles of nalt^alnin© the donlnane® of th« ®©« 
in tte emnt of a ©onaict with P^laten and possataing at leaat 
a RiodMfc ffliniiiial deterrMct capability that eould be capital ® of 
stewii® the la MMsdifli order of aaa® of encMtSoo# these 

«e maritime sarrolUane. o* tll« pre.«ic« •»••' - ' ■ « 

flas, minimal deterreiKe. Mid fOtM ptojaetloik 




3 c 2 


maieis Haw*® of it» lIip*S3 fcir 

ttm taA is pr«nls#a on the preetieei eaaeiAiretton th«t« In tl» 
near fetare# it i» its oapateilltles either t© pollc® tim 

®es serSoaslSf In ® sastslnei mmm- to koi^ aOliMi na^ior* mt of 
It, In a situation #»re s nore wserUne foim ©f nairia c»ntaif>- 


aeat 1« ruled out imm an s^erstioijal point ©I wimg m mmntmj 


precondition for undert^ing mm largi^ iefensliw naval Bi««*iivcra 


siwilil conditions warrant. 


fresenee and shoii^theoflao missions iti the maM-t 


littoral capitaliw on the fact that there «rt lur^e indiw mm 


alUes in the region and that Inila has tesdid to peresivii sal 


gtigariSf ng tlwir welfare 'Va^elSf •* part of its eaetsnded rea^poast- 


bllitles. Such wlsstona ooneititiiti vleit4.e dliwfiston ©I tt>® armai 


situation that characterises mdlan asceaianqr and halps m 


write its aa^Sxafcions as a rising middle power# Consistent with 


this rational®# Indlaai Haw ships have made port calls ln'idrt*i alls' 
every country In tlw Persian <hli »ihl«n a®* litto*-^ and hawa 
partleip^ed in occastonal Jola^ eaceroises. 


f^ilninial detexroiics is the lo« cost ummation o« **««« 

a* the n«tlooE maritie, InlwrMtfc ® «» maim N«y ha» 

.»t «e«ht to a,*tlop . *«« 

, , let, which wwild ho ©ortly# hit 

awilastioii at ©vary level of ooaflici# 

« a^^feMttial adversary that tt#. oo;t® 

insteaS allow® it to mmm ^ « po^^i*i 

M^nsiict would he so 

India could extract in any «on»i«^ 
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hLqU mi ilissuftae an oppcmnt mm oowitting nawl iozam la 
tte f lif'Et pi ace* In pKmexik clrcKmatauM®# ttiniwal t;. ■ . • . . ■ 
m attr«tlve pxoancfe of loth ecxmomie m& pollticid awfjttleion 
Since 1914, Tkm Indian mm im ooaolstoiitlf ra*®! firet £xm\ 
espcaraaitwr® point of vlaw, Tim fwtw poatore ©nteile^ 
lilnimwn aet®rrei«® allow* timi msim Hany to •©inlirii an interdio- 
tlon eapatolllti' snffielMit asi to ©smiiillci^ tlm aast nwM. plaitiirig 
of a ^t«tlal atfrorsary wlthoat pmcmittiiig It to p»w m m gas- 
@ 0 ittiw a fashion as to hi^som® a emsm t>r ufiOai%.c»ficiirfi to XnSta's 
nslflyboor*# who ar® «v«n mmt saapl^l^ns of inMa*® socmrlty oM«®“ 

tllMS, 


lk> anawer th® qp«srl*«# ateat tho toansioiaation of the area 
Into a area of- peace# about a new global ox me on pewi# 

jttstlco mS the rlgte of self ^t«®lnatloii of nattons# ani stoat 
the ntecesr»ltlC£: f^r it© own national saeorlty with th® !©«,» aiid 
ippr-rhenslono of Its mailer aelghtooiirs in the littoral who wight 
prrcelve r»iich forces as threattning restrictlir® of toeir own 

the Indian to®er»ent proceed® with a pro- 


“■aK# of csrici®* con.''on'','i-- ,•.,. i ■ > 

jfifcjTi’i t-JT® swn@ th^ iiiiiniil ismrc^t ar« orm again at tli® -f.aT 

fi»nt of FAtstanl strefeagie |t %iii»iM|lii. sijillirly# ttm inilan 
esnwne ir©l»tlfsO to tli® naval CQii|»a%ltjU»fi In fell® aratolan r-aa 
Ib3 wltb it® ©%!W growing polltlnai tosnaaiiw® j»i« -/ ■>■.'■■• 

fence will ®fi»iire thA felwr® i® m leading back <■■■;.■■ ■ 

«:« *Ite naval r®«®®®iife la the waMan mm has fc*«n 

place 'las' totb fete nafelons 4*t® to ®®r« a3iwr««rlil eusw^afelfeiViiaese 
mi a^lvere® volcas bfy felw raapactlvi liMteteraMp® of bofeb ocmatol®®* 
msom CM aiia®r»feiina that secarlfey is b«»fe px«»erv«a whan •««* 
osR«»®feltor hae nciftclei^ fortos to gii«taiife«@ fell® «iec®®«tol aaw- 
cBfeion of Its ©fejecfelvt®, ^ «l®»loa of all tb® navl®» la im?%m 
fclaal anfif tliis aiiggeist* febiife a»iirlc#l aipiiMiferl®! aloa® can ill®* 
ainafe® sMfte 1® tbs naval balMC® of pmrn.^ 'smej aafelon of feb® 
pea want raa «»r;trol »>r gaining ana malnfealnliw naval Mpr^««9r 
with ® vi« 3 W to OMsferolling vital a®a areai in mrittc to piotocfe 
lines o*wrei.ntttti©n an^ oowf»r«« l3f ensarlng local rtipariorltf 
in an area of nmral operations* »»« oonttol cm b® W 

ilrtxofim tbr PW at «ii* ^ feb. nm in Its boMi* 

% destroying t!» key inatallafetona mnral «i»d air towoa. 

t*istant naval strafeW i. 
of sea control* tot riktor It ®l«lk be propoMd «« a 
ojritrol 'itrafeesgy tor a navy of wotoat ia®aii« & ai^lration... 

«bitton of »v«l snporiprlty febt Is traditionally aecrikad » 



IlliSia iw '¥i@w of Ite general prsw’is.y-- in , ' 

tmmt to fcHe Iisaian tmm mt ixm maw®a ’-nf 

iwssftsoa® craiee falsstlsi m Hvtm ixmn aifteont 
»ng«s, mtimme ma mma§ in attack, faklataai Maw alwws I® 
trjlis to get ® opportoMW i» a toiifllct to effact tl» letwraio 

tlon of Install sfetp moTciflento. s«a teilal atratogy of li- 

%% 

!»re attractive in thmx^ biit mt in praefelc*. 


■ in fact# the P^letan*® nifiral ohjactives agaiaet Infli* waW 
to to as© it© camisC' iiissll® mxirn^mhmtxtme fcrois to 

aaajf India as® of the Fabian mn In pmtimlm* and fiteadoM of 
naval aianwver in general and In doing ao t© prottot th® ooaa%“ 
Uto# teoritorial wat«f» «id its ®«rltl®a wiaatB and to mm^et 
hlgtd.f oan^lcu«3His attack® agalnat Indian ihippiiig# ofi®l»r® tnata* 
nations and coastal targets ffft vMcte it sftldgat wilaiMrliies ac« 

«avy hag no captoiw pr«vw*lfig indiaBi ’'v.wf inm 

using tlim in tandem in opto 0@» wawcciat. 



Inaian sinoh, Fag* 3oS.30?. 
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■Jte 3otalls of maia’s <K>niKJC±,toii with tl» 0e©» ttiat 
jjears b€«n oairered lajf oninent historians, cwr 

0uarf3ose will he omrm^ ty dealing witli Its iwoet sali^sfc a£!|«Etc 
^liich hlgWllgtits the Ihfli^ence of tSte see on history of the 
ga!>continent ©n^llig us to draw conclusions might assist 

In formulating India's strat^ic interwts. m shAl therefcre 
deal first with m outlin© history of the region# th&n discoss 
e^nts duaring the li^t som® dtecade© that have confer itaited to 
the fozwafeion of the vaccura? «id finally exmine tl» prospects 
fjr filling Ifc in the fufciire. 


l. Ravi Kaal. Indla-s strategic spectrum. cjianAya wbllahlos 
a>ajs©-3 ThornhlX Rossi. Allahabefl. R. 
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urabiw sea. Shipping usir® the Straits was recttlXi^ to call 
tl» cs|5ltal and the jnarltliae a^lfitetratlon regulated 
traffic tliromjh the dipping lane®. Jtfta: elewnth cenfearjf 
tlie woiitttSBseo of the Hindu Kl'iigitems pa«ed the mbs' tor Hie 
astahlisteent ©f i-MsllRi su|>remaey in maian waters telng the 
thirteenth c©ntm‘y# thus ending tl» golsten period of in^lm 


iurlng #il<^ trade «id cai«!terc® 




0 



to get prosperity i 
txa^o depending v^n *3ii 
Red sea & Suet csnel ets 
Europe* itorth Wst Asia 







|}i:oft»at5iSl^ af£«2tea tte course of world history- 


the «^fi.txle® ecoiway* 

ir acspoES th® IsthKMS of Suez 
uStieh the fs^odafctou of Xndls s 





©ea# to tlm new Republic o£ Yeiieu* l^rlCQ the srtttsh 

wlthdrat/al is tan has been mafeing a etcofsg big to r^law 

arifelsh enHuence in the area establishing a I’teslim bloc. 
Tlwre is an present danger that ^kmm oil rich states 
^tilch mxemi’m tor legit each^Kie holiii^s are liable to im 
laanipulate^ bjf interestejl powers. PAist«i has recently had 
sQ^e succose in obtaining aora® of thte toriegn eschange tor 
the purchao® of tophlsticat®! dejtoc® ee|aipf»nt* shouliS she 
ochtove any euoeoss In persuading the oauntxiee of the area 
to det^ India essential oil re<|Jir©m@nts during a period of 
hostilities such a develcgisent would be wjet liwlcal to tb© 
country *s interests idiil® in the long run India night thieve 
self-sufficiency in crude oil# tor at least ^thar decade or 


of this yital cofriftodlty 


©red by the ,‘ioylet itoion strewgtiwoing 




India a<»«nds careful coiiBl«2teratioii of t!ie effects of 
®nt strengtSMtniW of tie® betidss®i P^lstan and iron# 

mclm the indo-Pdc confl,.ict of sept. 







lt6S* ipart from fete aijilslfeioR of sophisfeicate^ ships 
aircraft# iren has bcaen In fete routs ing ©£ large 

i 5 «s of airplns F 86 aircraft fipom Eiirop® to P*i8fe«i wl»©e 
final dosfeinafelon has not bron »owcfeait»a* iniia’s tepanaasc© 
©n i?erslan crate to feed ter oil »fte®clas is sfcill <»nsiter« 
able and alfeernafeiw soorces anfcil ne teoww self-sufflcl«fe 
inwstigafeion# Relations tefemeen tsm and F^isfean have 
swre recently become cool owing to a clash of Infeeresfc tefewten 
them in wst jseia# 


CcanJjig now to the indlw satecontinent we find that 


ttet ^ia ana India a oorwave sh^ which ie inost fatoisratte 
feature for marifeifto activities. This shi^ glv« maia a 
facility of controlling of the Sinportiint trade routes. e«!©pt 
fetose in tte esstreme soatoword. could he essercised by fete allo- 
cafclon of minteal resources iditoh would re®p teneflte out of 



all to tte afjtort eaiieaiJtejS* it would iudaed jBoo- 

lich mt to maintain taiis option fiar it 1© an option 
^id steultoneously fa^isss iaoth oar a: Sand® aid mms alike? 
piovMe cQcarity for oar ioriagn trad®? and deter ambitious 
fielgbtoars from embarking on wiprmedltiitssd vmnt^m wltboat 
due consideration. Indeed, India Is strong OKHigh to projoct 
po^ into the i»stern reaches of the iariblan eaa could split 
tl» toTld in two. This is da® to ttm strategic toportanc® of 
her location on the globe. 

■h major Tradm route® from the Persian Qilf and the K«d 
sea to south Hast Asia and ta^nd passes through the lurabian 
sta. There tor® the Ar^i^ sea is most lu^portwt for indifm 
security and dangerous for defence* Some of ttie islands in or 
around the lurablan sea are iwre important because of India's 
dependence on mar'ltSjrie trs3e any of tl^e iol^ds failing into 
unfriendly hiaids vjould sertoualy jtopsrdta® our war potent!^ 
in ai 5 y protx acted c»nflict* in this ifScw Ihdia has given help 
to Mairituis. Tlie sueo-Aden-Coiombo route is the itoot heairlly 
trejyelled. one teindred million tons of Cargo pasoing through 
snnually. ^ Tlicuse narrow waters may b® avoided only at great 
es^senee and loss of tim^ 

Tte Power reletionships in tl» Afco-Aslen region will 
predosainantly b»©d on marltii?® power* ws must tl*refere 

2 . 



©sal 1*5® poi-jer that is lie lag a@^tope 3 in tlie »d 6 >iaa 
®ea bje vairloas nafeloBB* *Wie coW -wm hm plafeS m si§- 

nllicaist park ia tbe ^@v@lopa»nfc of tti© awries of ttse cwiatxl* 
Isoaeriag tlie »ablan sea* Hius hm a osaslstii^ 

0 l Cruiser# sukmarlaes mA half a ifesgsea fri-ga- 

tm a »3 aestroyers lar^ly aupport«3 by ’Ssttaa states fuaste 
till today » P^lsten hm accjairea 3 »ap}» class sutearlaes 
ftrom the ft’efwsh and t%jo cac three W claw suhiaarines ftwit China* 


Ired 4 laoilern des' 




Chif»5® ^ attonpt to inter «eir@ with tte Hm-i of tr»3a in 
the Mrabian «a as she to iikeljr to lose more th^ India# 
pro'tf’l^ed we are not fettered political consideration© 
ghoaia Chinese atton^t to eis|)los' their aifciaarines in Iditis 



to fill the vacai»i. Inspit© of all mmm fisetojcs 
aid TOOt e^^anciv© war© with P^istan and China* 


froa the us© of this sea fcr traa© the ftehln© 
isSustry# vxiA&cn sclenc© has possible tl« e:str action of 
Isr^e qu^tltlas of oil fertlllijer and tteough the science 
of oce®r»graphy Is InwstigatSiig the poasibllltle© of ©penSn© 
up wany vistas ^ich have rwaSised bipcted in the teep fisr 
centuries* ihe e:^loitatlon of the wealth in ttst mw^im sea 
Is a possibility India could ill affard t© ovsrlocic* r«®»id 

e^jondin^ merchant fleet# which is an lnportant elepieafe of 
narltSm© power# will respire the protect ton of a much largar 
nsnral force th* we currently p^jssess* tb must becsan® lnd®<* 
pendant in i^ipbullding industry* India has b^cme cep^e to 
design h«ar own warships oi#i architect© with indigoitou© 
roachii»ry «d \m^yon syst«!* Ih© basic recplrismant is tor 
India to baild up her maritime strength# ^Ich Irwludes Its 
land md: air exponents* 


In indo-F^ war 1965 epd I9tl# to© Indi^ie must have 
wnder«3 what the Mavy ha© tone with the help of and Air 

fbree St eking everything in th© defence of the country* Ihe 
\m at me is tor the most p«ct slow# silent and uiK'Ctt^ding* 
Mast of our ships were at sea durli^ tte into-P* war contro- 
lling *c<srtBln ar6» in Arabian sea oowt Uto tfshlle tolling 
th^ to the enemy to ^isur® that ehe toes not use it torther* 
ifeRe® In fell© csofiaict ww t® «T«*re tl» un- 


378 


tBteriraptea flow of merchant shilling to and f»» India porta, 
file Pdclsttfi HaiTF dili3 not chaHange the isonttol of India* e 
iae|®r tride routes, They, homvm, did carry out a enesic raid 
on l^«cha on th® Kathiaii^ coast inhlcdi la the part of Sndia 
adjacent to the Pakistan port of KaratiChl, There can he m 
Smht that the Scsmbardnent created in teaedlate psyctelogical 
stir but was of no value as far as ttm wm effort was <x»nc^MSi 
apart frcm the press, Si wm* it la pointless to waste one*® 
raa»urces in attacks on the civil pqpulation, destruction of 
the enemy war ^tentlal ccmnts In the attacks* India has the 
naval super ir&ty at sea to deter P^istan iroit initiating^ a 
costly war and wlwn the land forces of the country wato locked 
hi eenshat the Navy has plans tso assist in the overall ©trateisiy 
to defeat the @ne^ in the west* 

Our aim is to achieve a level of maritime power c^abh- 
lity to meet tte powws whose shores are waslwd ty th© ftr^i^ 
ass end other® by launching of lUi indl^^ijous csonstructton pro** 
grawa®. This means that we must ixilld a Navy eapahl® of deal- 
hig sfciult«a»sly with the maritime threat© fim Pikietan and 
Iran bordering thie mm 

The Indian fls©t must have a capability of controlling 
the waters of the Fabian sea* whan r®<|ilr®d tor her mm use 
or dci^ ttMlr use to hear eusiile® In tha fiiture* Hite will 
tsipir® difitermit typea of ships# atosraflt wd iMlamarii»© to 
®ke cmr Btarltto® powar and control In® o^ sea* lb will not b® 



v.„' a:-. c._Jiitxol of t3ie neafarii ^garooches to 'fete 

sea by lana basoa maarifetee «lrcra£fe fer Riatiy y©^s to 
cm^» iieiioe weapon system teem® necess^y tor ttese 
iirea©* support ships# Fatrol esra^# ^^itohihions to®tos aid 
mwiem me Importanfe re^iresaoiwt® %irhlcti must also te met if 
fete nation’s Infeeresta lar® to he safeguira^. 


aroadiy speAii^# that fehls is fete te^s harhoiirs and 
ports on which w® should attempt to tetld fete strong maritime 
poMBT to fac® the problems and threats to fete mem In this 
regard we now haim adte<|xafee pmrtocfe hortotsrs ports and bases 
in tte jurablan sea to meet any dfealleii^ «i«iy side a»a 
on the west coast and an airfield to tte teccadi’ves- h&m the 
ability to sur-Velllan€» of two liundr^ mllee westward and 
thus maike life rnore uncsomjiortabl© for oar prospect;!^ enwiito, 


to nation has pexmaaent friends or enemies# 

only [jermasKiife interests, cur tot wests dm aid fetefe 'we as®an- 
ble sufficient power to fill to® 'vacuum betore some otoor cou- 
ntry or group of powcre yhos© Infeweafea ar© inimical to ourc 
are able to do ao. 


cxir raarlfeSmc hletory also reveals that fete Europeans 
esercised ttelr dominaw* by firmly controlling the %?afcere 
around India and fete g«he ways# feiawefeo. They realised that 
toe Bullc Of the world’s comiTiorc© and trade was carried on via 
toe sea and that feh® satefelfcy of to® ©©a routes had tterefttfra 



lo te preserved. The lacik of ba«e oiitEija© ihdia aid on 
offel»re island territories deprivwS the Indian© of Ut 

d®|3th# wiKSceas the British concentrated on securing eiwcy 
stratijoic island territaary that laaiild give thw aiw adv^^atage* 

These* island to»e in the Imn^ of alien powXB wsuld have 

4 

teen a conetant threat to tim. If the contarol of tte -Arables 
tea is ^aln disputed# India i^ill be no mre safe* 


During the early days of the British in Indian waters# 
tte £!ast India co^wy ^oned aoste trading vessels for use as 
a protection force against attadcs on It® Cargo ships* This 
ferce awlved into the Indian Mwrine# later colled the Sftnbay 
Marine* tihen aritieh ooionial poww wm <»tatollj^#d in the 
Badian euh«.c»ntin«t# the fearer undarwsnt ©w® transfcsiaatiori 


Thfj Royal Indian Marine participated in the I 
during -t^lch ttoe It es^mded# after the war it eovwe 


1. Fohll# sea ft>wer & The indiaai fleean# P» 11 
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seirBTO rcw.€.rjci»,ic:,nc as a measure of ecsoiwu^r* Uie marifete© 
defooce of India war. tlmn entru@fe®j3 fsa ^ aritish Maw# ^ 
pain tallied a© East Jnidte© fleet* ‘®his j^;»ilut© reliance on 
the acltisli Haw sorely deprived Indiawi of the opportunity 
te gain inodern seafaring ecsperl^ace# 


— promln^st lndl^is decried their enforoed cuh»» 
servionce to the aritiah aid pressed fear the oceatioa of an 
ind^endant nival force# idm manned prSm^lly lay Indiam. Ilie 
Qjvermwnt of India relented someiiiat and acting on the reco— 
Bunendations of the Rawlinson Committee# decided to intaroduce 
a mall oombatant force which, in time, hmmm the Royal Indi- 
81 Navy# i^ith He ad garters at basibay* He ItoyM Indian Navy 
took the responsibility of local naval defence and maintained 
a squadron of six escort vessels# which could cx»©pisrate with 
the British Waw* Hils was the beginning that set the 

A 

stage tor India* s suteecfaent nav^ developfiient. ' 


The II xf, M* vjhich erupted in 19® sm a rapid easpwnalon 
of the toyal Indian Wavy, Hie Chat fied-d ocwiittcje had reoo* 
Broendod ± that suitable merchant ©hips be convertod into war 
vessel© to aiicjnent India*© naval dfefenc®. Hits was cpickly 
lapl^neotod, simult^;oQU^y# some new naval training cssntres 
wore establiched, itetore 1934# the Boy^ Indian Navy we® 


%. Ibia# F, IS, 



officered enfcireiy Jay *tie Srltt^ ^llst tlw ©ailcrs wsse r®- 
laniitesS mostly fr«a the seafaring cxaBsannlties of tSie itoiUcan 
0sast. Itey %iere good seamen, bat theSr edocational attain- 
iaents were negligible. With the tmmy fteaaniite of war and 
ttm introduction of more sophisticated armaineRt ecplpaent# 
It became necessary to widNin tlie recnruiliient iMee, 


After tlw partition of Inlla In 1947, the Royrf. Indl^ 
Navy waft a^so shared in the ratio of '60140#. 5fie iJaval txalnli^ 
establinliiient® located at Karanchl, became »akist«sl property 
and the indlai Navy had ardiioas tasfe of setting up training 

facilities frew scratchi 


'ijjten India became a republic, the Royal Indian Kaivy be- 
etle the Indian Navy# ihdla pormicd a policy of csounta^vide 
recruitmsnfc to the Maw» ijho®^ t*»nog^ncity P,M, Nehru 

to once romarh i “India's Navy is a mitsrooosm of I Milmim 

mala ahouia be a ccMtiunlty llvias togetho: to mlty ana fttond- 

•f 

Bfeio,. iT'rftftriccfeiw of ca®t@# CTsed ©f wiglois* 



After lnalepend®iK», most ©f the Britielh officers of the 
Royal Ionian Maipy choo© t» lea**©# sri3 ihaia haiS to obtaia swe 
ianlor officists ors loa© firom the BrltiA Hayy for mme years, 
ftee© officers holpei to lay th© ftwafiattons of a TOiSeni Nany 
end to spread a greater ec«i©cl©asi«®s of tl» Nifsy*© role and 
lufflortanco# before tin© <3bWBrnm©nt* 


al^©® of operating a fleet 


beif^ iMiild for the Boyal Navy, 
have been made in increasin® the 
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S^..sea l*Dweac Goae^t; 

A iiiilch ^teinates tl* mm }m& diecieive ejl'roafeag©© 

ovor Its rivals. It can control m«ltim© tr^e# liiich 
t# becoRiing r»r© ana isior® Iwpcartant. It can taramiport 

Itc arrfiy to fight in ai^ area andl thns ^minate oven tJie littcw* 
ral# h&zmm t3ie fne«s of cowunicatioii over fete hi^ ooas# 
even feoaay# are madii mperior to# airf faster than# fclmae avai- 
lable over I ana. it can nen Its navy for blot&aae# fcr shore 
bomb^amcnt wa Ibr Xanair^ troops matm'iai at a given 
point ana tiine# md thus feJvMaten its rivals* If proseea It 
can even retreat Into the high seas ana fas sure feh^ It© fercee 
will m% be totally annihllalarf. These aivantages* wMcai are 
valla even today# when eea power has to compete with air powsr$ 
ww© even moi'e valuetoil© two centuries a^# yten the laHitary 

stretcwjists were studying the eoncept of tea pow^ Md Its 
place In toe global or regional strategy. 

several theories were prqpountei on the need to awnlnafce 
the oceane and seas, one of the first persons who popularlaed 
the cono^t of sea iww®^ wi^ MS'®! Tteyer M^m C1B40-15J141. 

Ife %®oto sever' al boeshs to highlight the i»ed to control the 
high ceac, There is no doubt that Mahan tteory had a ^eat 
influerwe upon the evolutton of nav^l strategy* even tod^ his 
basic jsTMwiiptiote are valid# dtepit® toe ftot toat the na^ 
has to tme a ©erlous challeng® to® air fcres© Md ^oia 
tte missile systwi. Control of the waves Md the waters beneath 
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Hi®# is all tine wore iu^pc^'tant In th@ ccmtastfe of tfm 

i«histicateJ3 ^9pon system# like tli® wiclear-poMeral ©almartee* 
Capable of launoblng a m&im or loiif range ballletic or ortiise 
Bisslle o’vofu #ien salmm^ea* iHhtls tmt Bf&tm in ocwibi- 

Rition wltli to® tar aS It tonal ’sesaels# pewits toe nspsiy of a hig 
p 0 i«r rot only to ccswuand ti» wmm toe B@m beneatli# bat 
also Increases tba rang® of Ik® anniaBenk froBi th® hlto sea® 

Ilf place on the earto. Thas# the nawy can tmely pl^ a stra- 
taglc role wliloli 1 ® gloiwl in th® real «wis®* 

The slgolfloayrwi® of to® Ocean strategy alone 1 ® ix»t so- 
fficlenfc to unaerstwwa fully the preset day ool^ ym confcon- 
tat ion anO Its effect© i^pon a given area# Tl^ ’^hole thing ha® 
to be stadiea In the contest of four basic points t evolution 
of the weapon system# strategy based upon the avaHahfe® weapon 
systeii# diplomatic move® m®3® by the big power® to acwxnmodate 
their i- 5 C:afjofi systan and their globi^ strat^y in a given swea# 

tnd lacai r0S|3Oiises to ttie p&wx pr©s#iffi@# Hii© 

beside the traditional oonv^tlonal * interventtonlst role of 
the navy# 

Till rh© II 1&14# a:e«Bis and seas played a limited role 
la the strakagte consider at tons of toe big pow«®. «« cMven- 
t tonal naval t>?eapon system# them ava, liable to the militair 


i. Relendra Singh# Politic® of toe Ittdbwi ocean# 



plamate# it possible for a laarlne powar to aeny tlie use 

Qi the bigh ceas to Its rival# bat a tra® lani po%»r ©ould 
ft 111 Borvlve and fight bactk. the evolatiofi of the air power 
CloH0 r«gG strategic: bomberg ani flght«s yhioh have the 
t^saclty to 43c*iiaate the air sf^ace) p&m^ e«rioa8 obad-lenges 
to fcho corwept of naval sy^reiaaey# Tkm mmsmpt of air power 
gilned pro-anlnoirice dor in© the II it seeraed that air 

in ooordinatton with nocle^ weapons# woald »Ae the 
conc^t of sea power reAindant# msr Bom tli»# even a strong 
Raval power like the USA# l^ans to rely wore & mxe t^n its 
strategic Air Cmmm^ (ac) isid ground ferces# to deter its 
potential er^y# the USSP, That was due to two wain factors i 
firstly# during the ll, W.I4 the new strategic weepon syet« 
atom bomb dropped Crcm an alrcraffc^was relied to provide 

the main strategic deterrence, the navy was assigned the 
traditional tadc of maintain ii^ conl^l over the hi^ seas# 
and tiMs providing facllltlee for the iJ^lop^nt of the intern 
forces on the liorlphery of n» USSR and China. *Ilie big powers 
made several modlficatlong in their weapon syetois at that time 
to attain greater sophist loatlons# 
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once e^ain, A ne%j ^leaxsn system was devised, which would ersa- 
ble tl»Be RiE’sllee to be lainched from platforms %5iicli oauld 
be oil naval vessels, lAttssnpts were made to enable the 

conventional snr-face ships to launch the cruise missile like 
the Ei??giilei:x<» taut they were net considered safe ef»ttgh, 'Hie 
jaissiles wire placed in submarine© which could hide deep under 
the waves. Nuclear povxured sufanarlne© capable of flrlng#evcn 
when submerged, long-ria^e missiles arw»d with nuclear' weapons 
heralded the optimnn point in the we^oo system which could be 
used as a major strategic deterrent, fhe control of tte high 
seas became, one© again, a matter of crucial Ijt^rtance in the 
tonteset of the strategy of the big powers* western and Eastern 
bloc countries had mad© pacts to strengthen their poymc&, Ihe 
USA also signed bilateral mutual defeix:© agreements witdi several 
countrteo, which enable to U£A to maintain its bases there, with 
the perfection of the Inter -contltentdl ballistic missile Cicisi) 
and the threat of massive nuclear deterrence, the anphasis upon 
the S,2C tawntoer base© was gradually rediK^e, several of these 
bases t-jerf' closed during the There was also a ccanpara- 

fcive reduction in the number of ground fences stationed In 
Europe ami Asia, Hiring that period the Navy played only a 
Iteited strategic role, ^t with the totxoduction of fete new 
teJSajxsn syrtem based upon th® SUBH, sine® 1962# tds® navy has 
been !?r,r.ign«d the inoet Important strategic role, aotection 



ensure a trouble free feinctionlog of the new weapon sysfcoii 
which was beinQ deployed In the lusrabljw sea» % teplicatioii 
^•t meant tdiat the tMrsbian sea area should be kept ftee ftcwn the 


Arabian sea also. But the danger point was not this area laut 


nm located in Europe, -Asia and especially tte -Arabiw sea 


area* was considered at that tine to be a low priority area* 


iither USA nor the USSR had the capacity to start and sustain 


a major confrontation in this area at the ttee* % the middle 


of 1350s the USA decided to extend Its system of bases to the 


^feo-Asian would also# because USA had no S-^ bases either in 


bran or in Pakistan, The importance of the area# however# in- 


creased greatly after the possibility of the deployment of the 


Claris sutaraar'ines in the Indian Ocean area bg the USA# That 


did not sue an that the littoral became Inisortiant as a land base 


against Union, It had only a limited value in that 


sense. 3a t tiie control of th® littoral becaae importMt to 


of nuclear' subm.-irlnes# the problem! of their coirounicatton sys— 
toB and counter measures against a similar we^jon system# 
«iployed by the enemy# ^s'vern the strategic considerations of 
tl« big poi;!«rc m>w» and will continue to govern than till a 
new w6a©on nyctem replaces the present one. Mow# the txxjfitrles 
are not based upon tiie bomber© cs* th© ICBM for the purpose of 
strategic deterrence. 
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jftierlcan programme# like the Solaris ©atmarlneE# shoul^S 

provlJS® cK»TOUiiicatioiii facilities# is^lch ttese suhnta* 

rises not operate prop^ly and stould be free fr<» my 
bsstil® po\4er \-.*ilch i^uld se^ to limit the Hjnsfican aid his 
allies naval activities In the area. 


the confrontation between the super poi^s on the land 
and it the sea ■; also Involved th^ In regional politics# with 
the r»alt that the fall-out of tte cold war af^ted the 
littoral stains in the Arabian sea sccea as %wll. The policy 
of non-alignment# t^hlch sought away oat of that dllenfRa# failed 
to win support from many of the littoral states, Hie USA In 
inrsver local oowers# puHiped ^oncOTtc and mllltia;ry 




^30 

<i|t (ii- V 

Tin chm9o-'Ovet-* frcws ^ lai^l^ed stratf?gy to an 
ocean baced strategy# Ja'ought atoout a detente on the land to 
extent In Asia and fully In airope* But whereas tim. Eaar- 
©pean detente might be more lasting# the detente In Asia has 
pwed to be illusory* Europe Is getting united and is strong# 
economically & militarily# to pose as a third foxee. Htb 
bifin sea littoral is wedc and divided* The new wcasoii ©yetan# 
the ©uj>er poi-sex confrontation hae moved from the land to t'he 
sea# an ai*ea with no clear territorial damar'catlon# and# there* 
fisic# l© likely to pose meue probl«ie to those who are sltua^ 
ted on its littoral* The Arabtaarj sea thus beomes Involved In 
the super povjei' confrontation# Isased up^n a ifreaiKjn ©ystun ^Ich 
ipio facto dwnands control of the high seas for its effective 
utlllKatlon* Hie confrontation# #ilch started after the eys- 
ttsn was perfected# will continue until a new system is evolved 
which seas redundant# unless ^the littoral states succeed In 
mAing the area a peace aone. 

Haliaii lists a pooplo'n tendency ftr seafaring as an te- 
irortant ira.xcdlent of sea j»wer* India is not only pcsopled 
with ‘lx>rn sailors* along her coast but as we kmxf tod^j# thos^ 
from inlfftd areas have proved to be e<jially good seaf^^^ers 
dorliig iK'Lice and wai. Ihere is therefore m dearth of manpower 
&x Kea:xx..«r and the superstltionB about crossing the seas# which 
«re prevalent in some paocts of the country in 'i^’Qone days# no 
longer hinder tte nurturing of a large coranunity tflth a yen fcr 


seafaring* 
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Wahan ‘ e 


coajures up a picture 

0 . onx, an Xn*r^etruct„r^ 

«U dcvniopad ports h«tosra s«iclsn«y ii«cea with the 
co^trsc production «a dUtri^tion, ships trade to suit 
.vary type o* cargo, shlpi„ii«^ and ahip-repalring Industries, 
«3n«ate and efficient navlg«:io„al aids to the mariner, the 

financial ^poratus to support commerce, such as banting, insu- 

rmce, and otJter £aclliti»«. .if,,, 

iesi ana a billed people to func- 
tion effectlwly in tdhi® mil ten. 


P^gPlattons of Mf y ine Tr^mortMtian 


slons th^ eipg>l. ied to marine tr^jsportation 
international lawa “itie convention 
vides that mcJC' clieot ships have 

through the fccax’ritorial 


a ntrol^E' of provi* 
and thus Isecame 
on the territorial sea pro- 
a right of innocent passage 
sea of other states. Passage is defif 
navigation through the territorial ma for the piirpose eitJi 
Of tr^wrs^n^J that area iflttout entering internal waters or of 
ReUng fo2 high seas fr«»n Internal waters. It ie consi- 

fesd in!k?fT<2:2^ long as it is not prejudicial to the peace, 
goodor.iev^ security of coastal state. 31 ie coital 






Mahan's use of the word ‘oafruterce* conjures up a picture 
of »t only an insfcimjt ibr traae hut also its Infira^structure- 
^,©11 davelopea ports and harhours efficiently lirSced with the 
cenlxes of producttofi «d distribution# ^ipe of trade to suit 
every type of cargo# shipbuiiaii^ and shlp-n^alrlng industri^f 
adei^ate and efficient navigational aids to the mariner? the 
financial apparatus to si^'Port oowmerceii ouch as baj&ing, insu- 


of traversing that area witteufc enteric internal waters or of 
m^lng for the high seas frcga Internal waters. It is consi- 
teed Innocent as long as it Is mt prejudicial to the peace, 
good ordet# or security of coastal state. The coast el state 


Icc Cuyvers# ocean Users & their Regulation 

120 , 



ic, aim qixten a nomter o$ rights t it may require coraplaince 
with natioiJMl regulations in the feeKxitorlai sea an^ it cwi 
tAfi the necessary steps to preirent passage timt is not irarao- 
cent* There Is still some controversy on the latter subject#' 
ho’^jevex> nnrticularly with respect to the passage of tarolgn 
warships* 


The cfeneva convention on the high seas €»ai£l®3 th© 
principle of freedom of navigation. As a eonsecfuence, 
high seas are Jaeyond the control and responsibility of any one 
state# and It has been necessary to develop an additional 
of law to regualate par-ticiilsir mpfxts of navigation in tdiese 
waters. 


Tte high seas conventtan also deals with tlie leg^ co- 
nns’i'Ction between ships and the coantrias in %ihich are 
regisitered, oenerally# the flag state retains eaclusive Jiarls* 
dlctton over its iiessel© on the high seas and to a lesser eaetent 
vjhen the Khlps is In the territorial of another country. 

As a rcsmlt# a ship is never beyond tte reach of la%? since the 
state can escercise jurisdiction over it to prevent un»:c- 
eptable conduct. The conwntion ©axtlwr obliges states to 
ensure ca^pii,'n«ie with tl« internaii tonal navigation rogiilattons. 
Hotrevex# as noted earlier this obligation ia not always under- 
tgitsn 'ay a niinber of flag of mnventence countries.. 


Th&! rules codified by the 1958 convention© wore in them- 
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selves mt enough to aeal with the many problaiiB of marine 
transportation. Users was nm^ for measures to preirent oollJU 
stons or to deal with other safety matters to employment. 

The principM marine safety agreotnent is the 1974 Inter- 
national convention for the safety of Ufe « at sea (the 

convention)# which is 19^ superseded a 1960 convention of the 
12 

same name. That convention is a ^t of regulations oui cons- 
truction# life saving appliances# radio corarsminlcatlon# the 
safety of navigation# and the carriage of dangerous goods. 

Uiese regulations are applicable to the ships registered in the 
countries that ratified the agreement. 

International Maritime organisation also administers a 
set of traffic regulations aimed at preventing collisions at 
sea. Ihe regulations to the 1960 SOUS convention estsblished 
cojTOan standards for lights# signals# imd maneuvers, ihey 
applied to all vessels on the high seas or in navigable waters# 
other than ports and certain indand bodies of wab«r. Mter 
failure of previous regulations a set of rules on the use of 
radar and to re<|iire cora^l lance with traffic s^eratlon schemes 
a series of sepei'ated traffic ianes IMO had reocwnended in 
heavily trafficSced areas. Many vessles igwred the traffic 
se^eration schemes# sonetimes with tragic results* To prevent 
such occurrences# IMO in 1972 convemsd a diplanatic conferenc® 


12. Ibid# p. 121. 





ot «:ciaafits at€ c«isad ky tman 

ojllisions are attrifaiitalJle to poor seaman ship and cxstild be 
avoided with aieartness «aid prud«ice* fisx'or can never Ise ruled 
out as a factor, but if errors are caused a lade of training 
or poor sea^ansh^ and such occurings can be reduced by strtn- 
gent regulations. 


The IT .,0 ha5j recently adapted a convent ion on Minlmim 
Standards In Merchant ships along with a timber of r«3c«fftefida- 
tioRs to itc already ©jttenslve International seafarer ’© Code. 


Following a number of accident© #ilch danonsixafced the 
appall ln<i tsede of training and a number of uncertified people 
0^31 iny tho laridges of flag of csonvenleiw® veasela# IMO entered 


395 



the picture with the aaoptlon ©f tl» 1978 convention on stand- 
ards of Trainlnig# ^^oitification Wi^ch keeping, i#iich ent- 
ered into fore® on ^ii SBI 1984, Another important agreement 
on fiiaritime safety promoted bsr mo is the 1966 Ihternatloiiai 
convention on load Lines, lidiieh provides for the painting of 
Wirasoll lines on ships. Moreover# the Convention reciiires 
tssiitracting govorrsnents to prevent ships ftam putting to sea 
without the «>propriat® International load Une Certificates, 
and this essenti^ly to avoid ov^loading, which increases the 
stress on a vessel significantly, 

mmb&: of treaties deal with some of the Jurisdlctlofial 
pTohlems that esn^ge with collisions and other Incidents, '!1^@ 
internat tonal Convention for the Unifteatton of Certain rules 
relating to Penal jurisdiction in mattors of cxjllision or other 
incidents of Navigation provides that, in the even of a colli- 
sSon involving the responsibility of someone on the ship# only 
the £1*^ state may initiate criminal proceedings or arrest the 
3hlp, The International invention relating to the arrest of 
sea-going ships, on ttm otherhand# est^lahed the prlneipl® 

^at a ship firom a cxintracting state may be arrested within the 
jurisdiction of another state in respect of mf maritime clato, 
Finally, the International Conventton on certain rules concecn- 
teg jurisdiction in matters of collision seeks to uniJ^ the 
rules of private international law by giving plaint! ffe the 
^■Ight to sue before a court in tl« country where tte defendant 
lives, where the collision todk plaoB#or wh<^e the arreet was 




In spite of these agresaente, all of %mch %mre conclti- 
« in the 19S0S, It stlil coiiia be very difficialt to find 
soiii«>n8 renr>on5ible for a mishap, ihcre cone in sight a exam- 
pie of ^i-ey Canyon and its sister ships arrest and not rel©- 
ase until the insirrexs paid a $ 7*500.^p danage settteasnt.^^ 
Fortunately, the oltuatlon has improved sc^ne^at %dth the adop- 
tion of the variouB liability agreements enacted since the 
Torrey Canyon incident. 

ifiret stated in 1609 by the buttdh scholar Hugo Qrotles 
that all Btatoc have equal rights to use the high seas, sub- 
ject to regard for tlie righte of others and they can not beaerrae 
private property. iTie only restrictions placed on the flreedcMn 
of ttie high seas were that such ui»s did not Infirlnge on the 
rights of otters# and that each coastal nation had jurlsdictton 
nautical miles seawards flrom its shores. But with the 
chawje of circumstances and danands of the people the above 
Eca Im not fit for the maritime act tons* "Ihe role of 
oceais ac medluiti of CCTfnunicafclon hm imltlplied. Militarily 
Cteean based ctrategy of global diff^naions has becane possible, 
fiea bascad «)a;xin syBtc>fj! has com® with problOTs of deterrene©. 
po’Aor bolarwe and xfe^ and peace, ^d a host of beanie Isiaies 


14. Ibid, p, 123, 



hnire cropped up aroucing dlirergencos of 


loJia claimed only llniit^ed rights in t:he sea biscsuce 
valuaMc rainorsls and ofcJ^r undesrlying within titer Itorl** 

al wat«ro. Territorial wat«B «»«fe only three miles of course* 
In fcte changed circsunstances and econ^lc Interest® the esiten’-' 
slon of national rights over larger and larger parts of the 
ofisshore watexc have hocsopie more ®^n if leant* idlong with dove-* 
loping countries India made a Presidential Proclamation on 
,^i3st 30# 1955# declaring covereign right© ovw the seabed 
and subsoil of the contln«ital shelf adjoining it® trarrltory# 
vtthout ^teslfying any limit. It was affataned that the limit 
of territorial sea and the contiguous gone would 'be 12 


The fir'st united nations conference held at <^nwa in 
1958 relating to the laws of sea adopted four oon’^ntlone about 
the territorial sea and the contigucMis mne* the high lasas# 
flsh»2ries3 and conservation of the living resmirces of the high 
seas# ar.d tJie continental slwlf. This 4»nfer€«ce however 
follGd to agree on the fcreadth of the fearritorlal sea and toe 
e^ent of the e»;lualve fisheries :^ne* a second united nations 


conference on the laws of the sea held in 1960 to resolve these 
tW3 was I'-artalned unsuccessfiil* m^mse som® ncstfly emer- 

ged natioiij-. began to lodt upon international law as an alien 





8]fste® ]b 2 f the i^sterij countries ftar the protection of 

tteir intercatr.* Ihe conference failed also heceuse of nm 
political poliarisatlon aroiind the 3 and 12 mile Iteits of 
territorial waters. Tkmi in xmo the u,!^ General BBernmy 
dee idea to concern the 3ria u.w, mntmmm on the lot^of the 
sea to deal compreh^sliiely with the entire range of Umes In- 
wived. A 42 members sea bed ccafimlttee was constitute 
this purpose bat It failed also to agree on d&raftlng article© 
for a convention and on rules of procedure. The General Asse- 
mbly adoted the Declax'ation of principles governing the sea bed, 
the ocean floor, and the ajibsoll thereof, beyond the limits of 
national jorisdlctton. it declared among other thtogs that 
the area concerned and its resource® are tto crwm»n heritage 
of maricind and tnuld te subject to an int^'natlonal regime 
established an international treaty generally agreed upon. 


Hie 3rd u.M. conference on law of the sea held in New 
^mk in Dec. UlX, i»uld seen that the traditional division 
of tlie sea into terr itorlal waters and the high seas I© being 
i^jlaced by functional division® with distinct regimes. These 
relates to Internal waters, territorial waters, the icontlgaoiis 
»ne, the continental shelf, the Eaecluslve Ecofainlc snne and 


Intei'nal waters refer to those parts of the ©ea that are 
to closely I inked with the land as to be considered an internal 
pat thor.-jof and subject to the sovwelgnty of the particular 
coastal state. They can freely e 3 «rci»d their authority over 


waters &rel,„ ships esn «se thsss waters with the 

mmcf of that coastal state, 

Demtorial waters limit acc^taa hy the International 
eomunlty Is 12 mUes. n» coastal state Steclsefl soteelgnty 
over Its territorial waters eacept fbr the right of innocent 

pass^e for 'wessels and warships of other ftattena. 

The contiQooas sane is an area where the coastal state 
nay tme steps necessary to prtwnt punish iriair^«ent of 
its castomcp fiscal# sanitary and taigratton laws* Its limit 
reosgnised in 1958 in 1 2 miles, 

The continental shelf is defined in 1958 as the sea bed 
and snbfioil of submarine areas adjacent to ttie coast Jart out- 
side the area of territorial waters# to a depth of 200 metres 
or teyond tliat limit# xtete the essploitation of idie natural 
resources of the areas must be possible, ’ih© essercise their 
so¥eralgn rights tlierefor the purpose of es^loring It wd 

elicit Iwj Its natural resources* Its limit is 200 nautical 
nilen, 

E.12, ». includes an area beyond and adjacent to tlie fcerxl- 
fie«i# extending upto a distance of 3D0 maitical miles from 

16, .;5, i'l, Koiiil# be a tfOwer & “Ih®' Ind ian ocean# Tata 
ftibllshing Ccwipany I4d,# mw Delii# P, 73, 

17, Ibid# 74* 



■■•3 the himelinov. frai which the of territorial waters I 

. aeesia’ed* coastal state has soverlegii rights regarjSlr^ 

I I ej^jloration of natural resources# estabUshment ©f alrflelSs 

Inst^lations# ec»rr:*nic estploration as production of energy 
3 B'm the water# cmrent and winds and the preservation of 
marine environmc-^nt# st navigation# overflight and the firee^Mis 

:: of nwvoierifc* 


40 Ola coficepfc of s®a Iws# fete 0 I 

sea conf«.’enc 0 s in 1977 have been bogged on the vital 
aspect of thin Issue# the exploitation of toe precious resour- 
ces of the high seas, with toe help of developed techr»logy 
and filled i^lnlng processes* The dlsctiss.l 0 n on soRie suggest- 
ions take place at the 1978 conference on the £#aw8 of the sea 
and give sonio new lav® on tte s^eed <pestlons* 


Mttoagh t!ie conference has i»t so far succeeded in 
far lining about a convention, on tiie laws of the sea# revmral 
points have betsn clar'lfied. It is toc^tod that the old rules 
governing the use a£ the sea can m longer be relieite upon to 
f5afcit>fy tl» Internationa caisnunlty a© a whole, fte sea lew 
‘Itcaty may revised like mf other dociMenfc. Ihis possibi- 
lity faight or might r»t be distant# bat meamd^Ua ordinary lsi« 
govurnliig security would cxjwe into play. A resourceful marl- 
ti«e state might m tow be expected to mate up tor vAiat ftreedoro 
haw been surr'enderod under the law of the sea, ®he sea law 
^ht open a hornet*© f»et of problewe. 
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rac»rde^ that great Isullt a harbour at Fatala 

oa the inAis an3 with the h&lp of local pilots he sailed ixxm 

IS 

there towards the Persian Oilf. Half of his was txan®* 
ported toy dilps. 'Jh© 1500 miles C ) long sea-wyage 

of MsarclUE# Measander’s a^Uasl# in 326 B«C*# was paDob^ly the 
first case when such a huge army was traospo^^*®^ ^ see in the 


Maritime actlirltles were well regulated at «»t ttei© to 
India. M-thachastr® mentions admiralty as one of tito a^lnto- 
trative divlstons. Kautllya mad© a destinctton faefcw^n the 
inland %#ater ways and the oiwrseas maritim® activities, Diff- 
erent sets of laws governed these marlttee activlttoB were con- 


18« lajendra Singh# iblltics of the Indian ocean 
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fined to northern India, i^lng thi^ period the regaiwlty of 
0o0»on# astronomy and guidance % stars during tiie night bec»» 
Hie poj^ihle navigation, the Halisya yantra, Cma^Mtic com* 
pas®) wac tovented Ijy the Indians at tl»t tlaw. 


Maritime oontact® hetiieen t!» people of the Aroian sea 
area and of the f-teditonratwisan regton ppw with improvancnts in 
the c»nstractlon of bigger ships and in tl'ie w^s of navigation* 
III the pariod of Chandragupt® II CVikras^itya) maritlnie apetir- 
vltiee on the csujrat csoast ^er© boosted still ftirttwr, seiwr^ 
trsa Clx>gha were flourshing in this area, ■ Socotra was ® junc- 
tion of tlie mar it toe tr^e of the Arabian Coast* the African 
coast and the lied sea* 


The sassanlds of Persia also %«re the maritte© poi.®r in 
the iarablan sea at that time. used the Arabian sea to 

reach the China via Idle straits of Malacca, The Arabs also 
gained ttelr maritime poi^^er in the region after the advent of 
lelam, ixiring all those jear© the /Fabian sea area t-ias# f!»re 
fete Arabian cea area was* more less# a aone of peaceBil raari 
time teade and no seriwis naval wotivltles took place thiar©# 
esc^t fcx' the minor Abortive attempts ©f the Ars^s to att^k 
Sind from the west# firing 7 th ^d Sth eentiaries, 'Wie 
e^Btern z one wa© also not dorm ^t when the maritime «tlvitles 
w«e flO'itolshlng in the west. 


Vijayanagsr was the last of the local m^ittoe esi^Sres 



IR tJie Iniiia* flooriited in liie Jl4ia5i centiurf and maliikaiiwd 
1 tries wltli the e^t and the «wt» ^ ihere was a great 
stress upon marltUne trade and csoiwa^ce tdiwigh iset upon nwal 
g^tli?lti 0 s* precaitloiis w®re talsen. egadlRst local pirate© 

tat warships %jere not coi»str\ict@a, the larah «srld was telr^ 
occapied hy the “hirks. the Iranian© were recovering &:cm the 
itongol on slawght and were busy containing the IhxJcs# India 
^ firagmented into sevm^l small states# which were fighting 
anonget themselves# ’thus# when a new naval po^r# Bortogal# 
oHti«red the Arabian sea it did 'not have to face any strong local 


The European % naval powers# oncse tJtey come to th® 


e1 



the sffa of Earopoan liRp«laliM to tjhe region. 


uhen fcho Bortuguas© entered in tiie ^^lan cea# tl» 
littoral BovjorB had pracfci»ally lost tlieir na^afl. trad it tons# 
ttoagli misritte® txad® ii»s at HI toalng carried on W 
flieir small naval vessels could not fee© the Europeiw &hlpB 
wsunted with heavier ^ns and vere war© sea-wortlilir# it isould 
rtot be wrong to say that with their tradlttoh of free maritime 
trad© and cowmsree# these local states locked i^n to© Europew 
powers# tften they reached the main trai3ir® outoo»ts Iti to© 


before been subjected to a detormlned nava! 
an element of surprise. 


Vasco da Gama reached caltout on 11 Hay 14 p 0 wross c 
^-abian tsea &ot ?4allndl# north of Mombasa within a short 
period of tajenty».twD days.^^ Me was welc»ed by »!iorln# the 
local ruler# as a new txading partner, ait very i»»n it bo- 
cane cleax- that the Hortuguos® had other ideas beside© ire© 
trade and carjaerce. ihey haw not only wwted a trade mmpoly 
iihlch warn have harmod the ©stabltohed local triers# 

Indian as well as ^ib# but they al«» mmlge^ in piras^ and 

naval intimidation on toB ©e© (high s©»©) and tls- bloc 

V... .. #^. 14 #.,*.. «*« biodc.ad©d in 1»3 and the first 


nm^ cl^sh took pl^ca betanesR the ships of the *. mmriu aaS 
Ibe ftortiJ^ueee shlpts. Though the loca^ fleet saffeo'ed 
grc-:^ losoefi the Pcaftugiiese sdso h^ t© wlthdran ai^ the first 
xmn^ ended In a drafer# In the suhsetficfifc deeades the 0«ti3- 
gtiese# led by Albucfiercfte# persisted in their attacks and suco- 


4» ishino thsir foot holds* 





Ml>-al-Manaeb# lioarmug wmm&B the ©titreiK:© to tli® l»er- 

siafJ Interesting to tote that the navai 

ix>i^s j^peared on the setoe after ttoei# toclajaJLng the 

super po«rs of today# ham ms^® or lessi JSollomd toe naval, 
strategy as initiated fey the Portogaeso in the wi^lan sea, 
ivfter the tortngeese# the Dutch and the Srtoch atop tod it# 
but Britain# nihich# toy tomlnatlng the area during 19th ton- 
tury and the first half of tto g^eeent century^ perfected it* 


iE^verai European lOtors tolloved in the iootstipi of 
the Hortugueae ana reached the iwahlan m®» Iheir px&mnce lit 
the area was influawed partly toy trade cons id«r at ions tod 
partly toy the reXlgions and pol^>*ii®al controiwcsy betwsen the 
Catholics and the Erotestants, this «»iiolite tod religions 
rivalry was also influeiitod fey the inter-state rivalry In 
Europe and very often the rise and fall of a European fOeer in 
Arabian sea was determined, not fey its position hare tout toy 
tte .fortune® of war in the stirc^peto tJ^atre* 


busy to get entry and estahlistitont of outlets rn wie 
sea, till a loogtlma# tout remained succsto to entor the We- 
bian sea with the f^l of tochtn in 1663 with a tosperate 
struggle* After English and tNs Stench entry they had disapj^ 

eared* The Portivacs Eowsr fey 1660s In the indito oceto h^ 

tontained and they had practiciAly toeen drivwi out of 
their strongholds in tliet «ree erci^t tor a few podeeto llhe 
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de0liii53 ^ m partly Am to W , 

%W 

ta the i£a»peon Politics. Dutch dia not 
w* **** 

^ipetitton and flniaiy forced to relink 

over R»st of their trading post® and to he co 

Indonesia* 

Tte intense naval activity In «« ^ 

airing that period was largely oonilned to ^aime, 

Hie littoral states were only lUc® on IcK^cer® ®* ' “^/laari n 

Btrtiggle# not mmm Knowing its lii«*llcattoi ^ , art «.<«*. 

tte Itoghal Empire in India, liiich was the st^ ^ 

la the .^ahian sea at tlwt tiro# ha^ hacdly ^ ^ Inea 

__ 4w% itamt iMt aaval i 


inmt. 


lation 


oontl 



Q©a# BaiiistfJ an 3 »lu in Aratolan eea in Inflia. Hie 
decline c«i te e3iplaii»d as partly At® to tiiclr Sjwliwaent 
in the ’Bwcopem Politics, Dutch did not senriw tlie awal 
cwapetltton and vmre finally forced to relln^lA tiseir hold 
over most of their post® and to fee content only %Ath 

Indonesia. 


file intense naval activity in the M-etoian sea area 
Airing that p«riod mas largely confined to fqareigii pomere- 
Hie littoral states mere only ISk© on lot&er® of the gri» 


in the Bahian ©ea at that tite^# had hardly any navy. Btmm 
aaall naval craft mere in use but naval activit^f was oortfined 
to She inland waterways and the coasts waters aroimd feengal. 




fggreijgis na^al Mitlvitlm In the area, ansi had t^lsen i(^l«tever 
aetten wac possible undea: the clrosnatwces. Thm mmxim 
jfoufht a protr^ted naval ooi^algn against the p©rtAipie»* 
fim rising Marakha Vcmx feaght against tin© growing Brlfcifib 
presew^© iR tb© M’^lan m& csoast of tte ladlen enl3c©ntelii«t« 


the Maratha Navy In 16», Naval m 
which led to the construction of a 


the Koiifan coaet 


In 1679# the Maratha fleet oocupto 
%jhlch even tod^ oonin^ds the entr, 
efforts to dislodge the Narathas £ 
they were ass leted la^ the Sldls of 


admiral# Kanhojl Angre# irfio toc^ ov^ Its cowfiwd In 1699 


Ths msrathm had to face a very adverse comblnatksrs of 
Cn the land they were exposed hy tbe Bjghal Qfjfslre and 
high seas ttey were challenged hy the Europeans# T«bo 
“toil cup^xsTted k^y th® sidls* The I4ughsls also supported 
I is asainst the iiaaridihas* Bseplte these tendlci^e# the 





p0^rs aw ^«Ix nav^ 

pr©®©^*“® felfe in feh0 Koticaii air©®!# ®i@ feroi^ffi |>0iw3c© terl©sl 

feo destroy the ftoratha nav«a base at tepcstoa 

attmptB were maae Englojd In 1717, 1718, 1720 af^ 1712# 
teit it failed to aislodge th© HiMrathas# ^splte tte fact that 
in 1722 atten^jt# th© Engllrfi war© ^so telp®d lay torn »or- 
tugaese# In 1724# a Iw^e Dntidi fleet also attacSced VHaydiarg 
but hirf to retreat* Th© f4arathae under the Mig£& were proving 
a hard nut to cradc# 


Th© Maraitha ahlpa were «iall# roastly shallow draft 
vessels# lightly amed# tot fast# The Marathas the 
of swprlBG and their nijinerlcal superiority against the hi^er 
ocean going and heavily armed Sar 0 p«afi vessels* H*© heatlly 
armed Eux'opcjan vessels# The weapon system »«s©d hy the Marathas 
Influenceti tlmSx naval stxat^y* The type of ships toat wore 
available to them jtorced thorn to adopt a ©bcsf&^based naval 
strategy «»id the Kuropeans wore left to conMand the sea. The 
resalt war. that i4iereas the Marathae could d«y toe Kcu®:« 
coast to Uw ferelgncr®# they csould neltoer attach tlwn on toe 
high seas wsr destroy their hm^B in otter parts of the jra» 
Man sea area, death of Kantojl wigre to 1728 was a hi® 

blow to the Maratha wavy# His soocesscMi:© oontlnued feli ^ ^ fight 
and did challaige the Eiaopean© i»r souse tlfi^ to israbm'! sea 



Harattes challenged the &>rlegn p&mss ana made the lx 
^essBC© felt In the Kofican airea«i %[© ftaxeSgn poi^irs fesrled 
to des'fcxoy tte Maratha naval bi^ at Vij^disrg, Seoesbed 
sttanpts were mad© % England In 1717, 1718, 17» ai^ 172a# 

Mt It failed to dislod^ the Haratha®# <tesplt@ fel» f** that 
is tlie 1722 attef^fc, th© EngliA nere also liBl|ied % fete »or« 
feugiiese. In 1724# a large iHifcdt fleet also atfeasSted Vija^diixg 
but had to retreat# TTie Mi^atdhaMB mder fete Angre were proving 

2S 

a hard mit to cratdc. 


The Haratha ship® ti^re aiall# niostly shallow draft 
vesselfi# lightly awmsd# hut fmtm The Marathas used fche elamenfc 
of 5ux|»rise «aid tlielr numerlCi^ 8);^)®rl0rity against tte blggo: 
ocean going and heavily aisned Etopopeas vessels# fhe heatlly 
armed Euxopsan vessels. The weapon syetan i»sed hy the Harathas 
Influence:! their naval strategy* Ite t^ of ships that were 
available t» them forced th« to adopt a shore^bswed naval 
strategy arid the I'.uropeans were lejK; to ooKroand the sea, th® 
retmit ija-- that whereas tte Marathas cxiuld deany the Korftas 
coast to fete fereigners# ttey could neither attaedc item on tdie 
high seas rwr destroy the hr bases ih other parts of the atsp- 
blan sea area* the iteath of Kanhojl *ngre to 173 was a big 
blow to the Mc^atha Navy# His succ©©b«® continued the fight 
and did challenge tl^® Europeans fur son® ttewi in s^r^bl^n sea 



area# vijayilurg tfas tlie Et^xinh lasvy in 17S5. 

TIsat RarKed tte end of Nayy asid alno fctie end of 

Indian Wairal restot^e to Siiropean pwietratlon. 


*3t,w4»jeo zm p^pie of Mifpcat «id ctoan wore 

active in op|x>slng tte Wortugnesa and otter mreign naval 


'Hie nronch India cscjmpw was itossaed in 1664 and the 
l-rencli shipc bcsgan to c^ser^© in t^is ares 1667* The rlv»«. 



entrance t» the Red saa* Mauritlee wat accfiirad th© 

fxemsh in 18 io* ^ TbB acitteh position to tte Arabian eaa ar 
wac mode cociire by the astabl ishnent of base© at strat^lc 
points I Use the umz, ^en and B^iraiii etc, British «»nt3Dol m 
Qvei: tiie Indian sub-asntto^nt also wallabla to it saffl- 

cleat econcwiic resources m ^iell m msi.ipo'mx* not only to 
defend tat aleo to e^and Its rule to the area. 


'itie arltith stomlnanee owr td» ire a was al» facilitated 








on kmmnnt of the ImJtas trial te’soltfcioti, m arltate couia make 
r«l4 improvanents in ita 

ccMonication. 'Ihesa It poselhle fer ite mlli^ 

tarf planners to ewlv® naval strategfi«s saitaMe fer 1*1® ir 
national recfi Ixements, 'Buss Britain va© afele to A^lnete the 
wahian sea# not only because it haj 3 mate ©actara ©ffort© to 
con<|a«r tl» are®# but also# baciM^© Its effwrte to csontaln tl» 
Sjropean rival© had led to the creatton of a ©trot]© niwy#i^icli 
cjwld be used eltdier in the M’abtan or In other tletatre®# 
in sii|^»ort. of the British global policy. Hi© Naval actions 
elsewhere tec idea the fate of the Arabian ®®a area. That 
lesson of hlsfcary is valid even laJdaQr. 

Qreat ^italn beg^n loalng its pre^amimwt posit ton 
after the II h,w, its war loases crlg^l^ Its econany and 
sipped its national strength# thus leading to a gr steal with- 
drawal fircsn tte Indim «ib-oontlr®iit# west «la# and other 
Pisces. It will be difficult to halt this tite# ard eoonw or 
later Britain will have to jr@lin<|iish its hold ov«r the Arac 
bian sea lelimds also, itollowing the decline of Ite aritteh 
Savjer, the earlier British fesltton In the area is being con- 
tested by the local Afro-telaai. sti^yas and new sapearijowers, 
old order has not been replaced by a new one as yet# 

i-hen India was piurtittoied in 1^47# tl» i^ipe of the 
Royal indl« Havy were shared between Bidla and Pikiifciui in 
the ratio of eoi 40 . the ford* ihdla Mierlted i«» by so i»aiie 



iwr nm status iwa r^ponsibll Itles, 
fere inaia .itxjldea to fiorm a strong nmml policy & aaite ^«ry 

^aclhlo development In her Navy to reaclt at fcl» aim of saflng 
tex national Intorast, 


lo A'jmi wi«ii k-ascxstani itnratod Kisfciiirir the Indian Bavy 
was not Involved, In 1962# when Chinese opei»d SKisfeilitiee# 
the Indian navy was not csonimittei to aetton* in 196S# itieti 
p^lstw attacked India# the Navy was directed iK»t to involve 
in offensive act ton# hut to confine Itself to safeguarding 
India*© coastline and protecting the country*® rowritinm trade. 


In 1971# however# viien hostilities oi«» again lsr«ace out 
between India and Pc^lstan# the navy was permitted to adopt a 
strategy ataed at tersed lately wresting the initiative fecsn the 
^greseor# and it lost m time in felng so# .lcc» 'tte dl.iQf 
Pakistani fcrceo attedced Indian airfields# th^ swung 
into action with a large nuBnber of ageing ships aid a small 
aonter of j'-uhmar Ines# patrol vessels# «id mtoiile hoate pur* 
chased from tlie a>viet Uhlon, On toe might of I3e«0roibw 4# a 
cs^posite force of mtosile boats aid other surface ships striu^ 
karanchl. fliseile boats ar® designed defence of hartourc# 
bat the i-fevy mad® ingenious use of tow to attack F^tetani 
chips and slrire instAlattoto at Karawchi and its heavy losses 
c«sed todespraad dworalisation. to toe confestoi its own 
gunlaoatc were att»dc@d on a night Oien the todiane were no 
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Kmrmcrn. mmt of its large tmahlpe 
in rnrhom. Thm wre £re<poiit r«oiir» of indlm 
mphibk^m laodingc i»ar Kar^nchl* ^ rnmm afctadf on Karii*. 
ctJi MSG laanch©a on i3eo. % !wrl»t8t wm hit again mw& 

tte pall of aiKske that liaig oi^er Kiararichl aftw tJie 

nm*o attacks on th© oU tarics imtfm 3«iar^teea the 
FAictanlr.* 


<«argo fell into cnem^ h^ds. Ncutxal i»rchaht ships In Karan* 
chi port ai^pro ached fej^ Qivmmmt of India for safe passage 
from Karmchl wticn the tatsmbled hoMi® a threat to their 


seairltf, 


The course of the war at sea in 1971 underscored the 
lessons of htetory and military geegr^ti^. India’s need for 
sea pot«r ta was rcswtahlisliad In the of the nation and 
Navy’s pride reclevad a greid: fillip# 


TIms tha lesaoiw of contai^aoriiry history# no lesaon than 





1^00 of ancient history# point fco tl» Sg^K;«rt»^ of s&m 
m »5ia# mr marltiin© a©vel«^3Cient darteg the ooXoniei period 
^as Blo'ii and csonstxaiited* Yet# even within thi© confined flrarae 
work# In d Ians wIkj %?ere alXmied the opptMrtant^ r eye ©led a 
natural aptitude for sea faring and the ifitelligenic# to laaster 
its advafTcing tochnolcHS^f, %is maritlsi® dewtopwnt cai not 
be In the ©onteast of the Wayy's sprowth alone tat it lanst 

take Into its sweep the history of tSie »®rch^t ciarlfi© St the 
ship taiXding Xntastry.iilao* 


India’s growing maritime interests as well a® the nwwly 
forwilated law of the s©a#ha« widened India’s maritliae horlson 
frc«!i the earlier f mile territorial sea to the presei* 12 mile 
territorial sea# 2D0 mile exclusive ecsmomic ©one, “Kie ero- 


tica# the farthoot shares of the ^abi«« and the Indliah 
Ocean. Ihte west horlson has also thriwt y^ion India a new 
res^wnsiMllty to toxiwlat® Its long terra maritiae policy esaa- 
la^siiable with Its nattoial ®tho® and its regional aad iatern&- 

tlon^jl eriwiroMont# 


», i?,C. tihiima# The oc»aii & Prospects# U^mh mh^ 

llcattons# iiew Delhi# P* 1^1* 



A*. j :iiis -t;© 'tm fer^atea as m 

integral pcact o£ xn:31a*& roarltlms pollcqf# itea«, tliere is 
nm^ to aieciiss ana ©wlv© a eosiprslisaslw nafeional i»licy 
a vtevj to protactlfig ana proiriotliig India*® Inter^ts ana 
objection, both In times of w and of peace. In ^sat cm be 
defined as Its spues of meritJbne tetareots and octtoltles* 
ffiserc aoTO® are# broadly ©peiicliigrf nat tonal and txansnatlonal 
Matlonal mar it Sine aone can be further divide into siil>.aQne» 

Ifte the coast line md lsl®Tids# territorial sea, contlgixwis 
sane, exclusive economic »n® and the contii^ntal shelf, 
respite tte di£fex"ent legiA stagdius of t3w«® sub aoneas, they 
fall broadly within the temmotk of national marltSroe mm* 

«sd h«ice they will be go’^rned by a bwo«^ teiiwwiifk of cowBion 
ramritime pdflicy. Ifie mgsritime policy in tlw transnational sons, 
l,e., the high seac, sea-bed and snb-soil thereof, will be 
governed not only by a different set of considerations of 
International law bait also by political, «:ofx«nlc and diplomatic 
*pnjis different from those governing tte national a©i«* 


Maritime streategy in broad terms, mean safeguarding the 
of passage of the high seas, especially temping In vlsaw 
fcho sea Iciice of strategic Importance fcr the nations prewottng 
and pralQcting national effert® aimed afc the eaf>lolfcafeton of 
raaritteo recourcca In national and tr«i@iat tonal mme* preven- 
ting the «:^loltritton of nid: tonal resources hy unautlwrisea 
persons and protecfelng the islanda, tha coasts# the imadlat® 
hteterlai^ a» well as the Inst^lattons to national aow 
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Um aa-oate via the laarltlae firontiers. 

Maritime securltsr, to be mat effective, hte to be aato- 
tained a cono^rted efforts at legal aipiceatic levels 
as mil m hf appropriate am of wUitary m& para-military 
(Coasitgaar’d) forces and various organ issstions in the civilian 
Boctor* “Ifs© civilian sector# In this case# will ineliid© the 
law enforcifig organitatioiw like the custome and the police# 
<n:gHilzatton like tlie M3 «id various ministries at the centre 
and the ©tat® level vliSch are entrusted with the task of deci- 
sion uiiitifig and fomii^ating l^al and aj^lnistrative jftramewGsrk 
in the conteact of marltto® actlvitie®# as well as msrchaftt 
shipping# fisheries# CH^CC and such othest gasbllc and j«rivate 
Interprlees that arc concerned with the es^liotatton of maori- 
time renourcer# 

The role of the^ diverse actors i»ed to be tnte^ated 
if a fruitful and Goa^rehensive maritte® policy# suitable not 
only in tlmcc of peace Iwt aleo enable of responding tso 
threats to maritime eafarity to various thresholds# has to be 
evolved# rmch an integrated finmework would mmtaU* at 
national la-wl# poIici» and functions of variables ringing 
froi! Mrctent shlping# fisheries and the onqc to to® custswis# 
coasstguard# the navy ait3 even th® airforce* This can to© achi- 
eved by assigning to ©ach of th« a well-defined objectives# 
toy ensuring a oaiwoiiallty of systofM and ©tpSpnent oparatad by 
and through a netuoik of ief5waatloii e»hange mechanian 
^mutually eupporting roles* 
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India l»8 recently ¥»ntuzei in the flel^ o£ seabed 
mining, especially of the rnmmmam nobles, tte ^oKwtion 
Of tiiat intereot iiauld Inwlw* h^ldee liipito of Internationa 
law and dlpioBJicy# baildlng m iippxopriato ia£rastract»re both 
with tones tSc resources and idlfeh the tr»fi»£8r of ts«IWK>lc>®f m 


Maritime 

India’s marltlu® policy should hi^ilight three bsalc 
* intweat Itontlficattoi# soploltatlofi and |»otoo« 
tloiiii' HiuE# marltljie security# as a concept# goes deeper than 
preparednesr? for naval opsrationa In tlm« of war# and #»uld 
M »0en ’id.thln ttm above sientioiial franewnk of itontlficatton# 
©sploitatton md protection of Indians owaXl marltlw inter- 
esta, National maritline strategy# ttoreiore# will have to ha 
designed heaping In view the legal# ecpnomic# tachooiogical# 
dlploiaattc «* military oonstraifits# A clear line !» to b® 
drawn between India’s merit J jiib stratogto vls-»«vis the nation- 
al and the transnational sones despite the fact that the two 
In mxm sectors might owaarlap* 


India’s Interests in tnuisnational mm'itlme acna aura 
governed today primarily ty three ma^ar consider atioina* Ihey 
are ttm esploitation of seabed resoux'cas bi^ond H'mq Xiiaits of 
state jur ted let Jon# ejxploltatlon of living rssosbfces Jii Inter- 
national leakers md the freedan of savIgAlora on th® higtoeeas 
^ the* Intfcaational w^®rwi®r®« 



^11 as 1 ana ferlagn financli^ lapjte. Xnaia l»e t*eri 
certain stt^ps in f^iat aixaetlon ttw»«»gh the TOaima e£ Inter- 
national Ift-i and diploraacy (pioneer eti^iie) to ad^iwsce it® 
ciatee in th^ field, it ha® ^so initiated mms mymm with 
® •vfimi to develop if^ ®pp«^iat» teduniogy tuf local R i* b and 
Jay transfer of teclnology ;to 30 i aiaro^, Itor® inputs will be 
needed for cxeattng a technological infra-striictiir® ©siitahl© 
for the task set ahead, careftil planning will tse essential to 
define the long-term prograRBn® in that field. 


India ha® as yet developed neither adeepate ea^rtlae te mm 
necessary tofrastmctaire for ^ir optimum ea^loltation. It 
is true of most other littoral etsltm of the Arabian aea also, 


It is# however# encoar aging that oertaSn steps have 
been initiated in that direction Protection of long-tecm flsh» 
©ry Interest not only in th® ESg .bat ^sa In the ma-itinie ssone 
b^ond it stoald be a part of th© marlttoe policy, Hewerver# 
feho main thrust in that direction has t» be largely civiliaisf 
bath at tlio govorwient and roiiHgoveriwiarit levels, ischolars# 
l^al C3cpert6# environmental ists m well as officials of 
Various diparteents coiaiected with the fisheries and dlplilBiates 
will have? to pool their r€»ourc®® to worlwut a Ior© toM policy, 
It fclxi: countries of M’ablas sea region have to conserve ^elr 
©aritSae livli© resources# thsy nwst laobiliao ad«c|iate public 
Opinion, , : . : / ^ : 



The Fabian ee® has Xaa?g© martttee tar»3«. free acscess 
to the sea lanes Doth on the high seas as «xi as throiigh the 
ch^e points# nihethar natural or like Bab-al-Mais 

^h# straits of Itormu*# Smz canal ©tc# # thus become vital 
mt only of the regional pows but also of other aeveloped 
and dtemi loping csountriea* 


rivalrtes but also the direct and indirect impact of great 
pcwer rivalry* Ihiia# not only international law l»tt aOLeo 
dipianscy will have to be invoked to maintain i^ace and Sxm^m 
of transit, in their oontesct the cewactot of ^irabian »a ae# 
i part of Indian ocean# a area of peace needs to be €Bf»haelaed 
all th© nwtre. 



^jc^atisf i®tiifcud© tso pi Em tgiS ®smscii%® i 
national mar it Ira® g^m, li^ther It b® 


flslwri«^ wl»re raatiislly beiaiflciiil sujiKjrt ID 
ties# fcoJl processing# KiMJcetlng# e^bangs ef i 
teclinology imd ssanrSce® ars3 coiwerteS ©£: 
sxsnservatton of nateiril resouaccsw earn sforw as 


to icing about regional cwosNsratlon In a sw»re 
^wih efforts neeiS to be enoourageS* 





on fishery resouTGes* Wmpl%m 

tliB Of tihe will# India has not suocos^Sed in tli® fTutfeltol 

sjsploitation of living resources in natsional and trarasaiafclonaa 
jnarifctoe aones# Usd la wifcl have ho create an Infirastarachare 
ttiali will include fishing harbour® with €$old sfcourage 

and food processing industries# servic® and repair facilities# 
shipping industry ge«red the siawAf actor® of BKsdern coastal 
fishing boat® «id big afd Mall trawlers e<|»l| 5 p€id with l8ipro» 
ved means of storage# radio ©oiiimunicatloR# iiavSii.afctefi# radsc# 
sonar etc. some steps are Joeing tidcea te that direction but 
niiich remains to be don®. Ihese fishing harbours will also be 
useful not only fer the coastal trade but also fior the customsi 
police and coastguard in peace time and the navy in times of 
war. Ihus# fistery will not only gei^ate a momentum of it® 
OWR but also help strengthen Idle larger fxm&mifk of national 
a€»nciiiy as well m Mcurlty both in time® of peace and war. 


Bs^loitation of resources cm the contiimntal-shelf is 
largely a matter of national policy and has little to do with 
regional csooiwratlon. fm main thrust today is directed to- 
wards the off-shore ©»ploratlo# aisd ea^loltatlon of oil and 
natural gas, India is forging ih®^ in that fiAld iiii«ter the 
overall operation of the ONQC too will have to coordinate its 
acbiyitles with other ejencies ISIce tho®® responsible ftaar ttm 
security of the pl^fonn# pipelhfm and on-«hore lii«t«a let ions 
(i*e* ttm i%vy#th<B Coastguard# end the polio®)# those respcmsi- 
bl® for envlroimental ncoMem®# fisheries etc. 



m&s to m ab all level* 

ao^ at all tlrae®* sln«» thee® Invest® lar® wia® ranpinf# it 
I® essentia te ai^lv® an Intsegratedl structtir© #ioBe eoa^poiieftt® 
while enjoying aalwaomy of operatloa at their iailvidiial level# 
c®i he fit tea Into m overall aiatnaliy supporting BecsuBrity 
street ur©« Some of these cswpoii^iits are the police ar^ th© 
cestesms# owe# fishwrtes departwent etc* r@pr««tliig Hie 
clvIllMi aiie»rlty# the pariHillltary tore® ish® fete coaste- 
guarii an^ fete wllifeary forces Iflc® fete navy ate fete afertorce 
imiS also the army whenever necessaryK ^l of theii 

have to be infeegrateii Into a co^slte marlfelaie pwaarlfey ®t>- 
viroment for optlmim results* 


1b cxioriSliiafea their actlvlfeJte iiurini peace an^fl wax not 
only have their roles to be Identified In the ov«r^l txmmmi^ 
of maritime aacority but their ecplpfaent and training have 
also t 30 be designed on the basis of this ooiiiioRality of por* 
pose. If such a frawwrJc can te stolgnte# then fete actlvl- 
tiea of thsoe variables can be coordinated at wm&it regional 
and nafeiofial level at each af^c^lafce field of op«ar«tion. 


imitMo sswurity poll«^ ^ ^ evolved at the 

national level but it wHl hinw to be impl®iented afc rsg tonal 
ate more particularly at »nal levels* mm mch regions ciii 
be clearly IdenUfiedi the urabtei sea C Including fete bHcsM* 
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»ep lolan*). the of Beogoi am u» *nd«,ao.Btoob«: 
of islanao, Bach of fhen thwa reglo« „m be further eab. 
awlded into tw to four »„ea dapanaing t«»n economic, ad- 
Blnlntratlve and tactical factors, niese sense will eoordl- 
nate the activities of the civilian sectors like that of the 
police and the customs In the territorial waters and of the 
coastguard In the areas and tha contlaantal^ehelf. rwaomiel. 
aqulpment and faculties with thoea of the mUltary forces, 
especially the Navy, even In tinea of peace, so that the 
infrastructure thus created can be filly utilised In times 
of war. Ihua, a multitiered structure c«i be orected idilch 
will not only strengthen each other but slso the overall 
time 3@cupril;2f of insila* 


It is ftot only possible to csceafce suoli an iiifrastsrtto- 
tee,. First of *11 one will h«m to ooe<ipt that «o««pt ana 
then m iapprcjpulatfi polic|' at ni^tonai leif®!* Stttee*. 

cwently# ttso j'rarnewssSs, and the ttii»»tahi® for its isiplOEieiita- 
tion will have to be oat in details at the operational 

levels espa:lally at the lewis of adwlniatratloii# eepipeent 
and support, Oio of the main ttmmtB of this policy will Jae 
to find out tte cMm*t»!iallti®s in th«ee fields at diffitarent 
levels CO as to facllititse tlgtlr 


At the megxipmut and et^ppe^t l&ml this conmit ^>proac!t 
’^ll Inilmmm tha aciiilaitJoa of surface 

vaceeX®^ aircrafts# radar# radio# oomiiiloatlon fee 11 it las# 




I' i 










1301® noj-|. , 

«ia aoacyariS^ lwnSc«:ing, repair 

ifc^^sliop an3 H® 0 s of aoinii^n|#«»ik]Mn 

Manrainicatlon wttfc the hintmland^ 

.trass will have to ha p®t o« tla of 

that will be usea h5r aiffereat orga«i,atlo«s. ^ «all but 
mt 30-50 ton coasts vmmml idfch raSar ««3 r«aio 

cmnanlcation can be us®a p^Uce. the customa the 

ojastguard in the tarritorlal waters or na«r the coast, a 
large aoo-3oo tan vessel be aseftil for the oioc. c^ast- 
guira and the Navy tor operations tether wajr freai the coast 
and far a longer Airatlon. similarly, small radars, rallo 
coRWMn teat ion set and sonar ecialpmeiit can he used hy the 

vwoals. The data mllected hy ttm marltSsie rec^nnaN 
issjwce aircraft of the coastgaird will im usellil to the Hauy 
ihteh will fill the gaps In its own marlfelw© rmxrnm&Ssamme® at 
no eactra cost, similarly, time cm toe cwTOonaHly of helioo- 
pters itted toy the ONOC, the Cbaatpiard «d the Navy*. 


«ain ana integrate ti» personn^ at levels. In one com- 
mute frmet^rk, so that all organiaatlons can work m paorts 
Of a bigger team. Mso# pooductloii, use, training isii repair 
to these e^ipment cm he bettor streanilliied* Horeover, hf 
tomtoenlng the civilian and para-mil ifcary li^ts to natlohali 
swiarity, Hemncm hurdmi will toe dlstritouted more e^fiitatoly 
«»ons all those sectors tihat stand to ianeflt feoia the marl- 
time poiitey. 









ax waoxan sea as well m mim <mm m a mm 
oi pesc& tteoisgh littorid staties titfsS otlaac nselgtilwarlfig cranm- 
tries ccK^3®refcion* tlisi#* at; Xeasfc jsor same year© to ccsiie# 
ladia*s ftrafolM m& stratogy will iiaw to haw primarily a 
diplomatic rafehiar thMi a military thrust. 


wrahi« ©ea la of 5^eafe iferatoglc l^iiortisncse not 
osly fioir Zfidlla but ax'*© ftir others. Zt is oi^s of tli® high 
teaslon area© of the wocld. fta»owr. s:iijao«l?«lci©taBl relatiom 
directly Influence liidi« atrategy In the iwabli® mm It is 
an open sea and dcanSjiatcas India*© Sea lane© to Euiaai>e# the 
Soviet Union, the .^fierlieas. Afirica and west ^ia. flwough it 
passes bulk of India's trade including its oil st^ly. jrabiai 
sea also includes strategic islands, especially the Isfetshadweep 
groi^. and major off-siiore oil install8tio.ns. Hisy are. how- 
ever. sufficiently close to tha toast ®id can be provided with 
air cowr and naval protection, in tls«w of emerg«ic^. fiEom the 
bases on the malntand Itself, ffiile not ignoring the to 
provide to^ic point deJtesce against air launched or suhmaeine 
lainched threat to Indian str^eglc l«gett in the Juratelan sea. 
it can toe well argued that became of the limited raiage of 
operation© (»30"400 miles) in the Arabian sea. it is poseUae 
to project land based air poiiP^f. over that area. however. 




points to th© fiGBd for a graatar iistfaradtion 

ifti the airforce In I*© a©<©nc© of the natloi 
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sea» 


Despite above factor, the long torn matan Kava «trate- 
gy to the Arabian ee© wHl b© aetenaln^ to phao®©, lawng 
other things^ by th© mmd to protect the chain of tol«as that 
are within th© reatSh of tl« ahcwe-basei coibat alreririlfce wst 
he strengthen®*!. Also th® majority of tlwa® IslaA «r© very 
aparcely populated andl ttm Chain of ijAanda i® ao ertenioi mm 
ijorth to sooth that ttey can not provlij© protection for %!««-. 
mlmBrn Hence# their main ^fence agatost s3®te«Rito®il aaversacy 
will have to based on the mainlai^ ihat is om lesson that 
India will have to learn firom the Falk land conflict* 


X£ the Indian defeix:® Is to be ganid tor th© protection 
of these IslandB# India will not only have to upgrade ite mili- 
tary preseiK!© ttere but also creat© on areishiblous capatoilH^ 
to project a force at least at the brigade level. Sucdi a capa- 
bility will have to based at least around two medium aircraft 
Carriers, oeA c^eial© of operating at least on© s^aron of 
canbat airci'aft, two arqphibimta shi|^ with mediiwi helicopter© 
for rapid tactical deployment of troops from ehip to shore# at 
least one larg© tailfe Iwidin© ship# several landing ttaft# rfxsut 



fear roltofi roll-off supply mmmlm, oil and water tarisors etc, 
l«;idasi an adequate member of fighting shl^s and sulwarifiM « 
eacsort* 


In otiiar w®cdc<r zndia will need a mediURi tfiekfiMcde 
e^liipped for amphibloufi operatlt^i u^to a dlstaiiee of ®toufe 
©lies from the Indian coast becau^ mm. is the diatanca of 
tliD^e Islands in iM^abi®n s®a ^Beoiii th® roe^or naval bases in the 
weaker II coast, At the movwneat India ha® limited long-r^ig® 
ai^hibtou® c^abillty* *i0iat c^abHity need® tso be attosnented 
over the j^ear® if hidia wishes to esttond in ftitare adec^ata 
aUltary protection to its islands in the Fabian mm i4»n the 
mpm fsowar‘8 presence is not IgnoriOiil® and Fafeistan also. 


TliiB India will r»®d two differ«it tspee of naviesr for 
these two different types of enviroreieftts in the ^ablaii ®ea« 
let# the Indian naval pomr, even when fully developed# will 
be primarily defensive to nature# It might give India a pre- 
sence of a blue water capability but to t«nna of real lire 
power and ferce project ton for ®eo-oontrol strategy It will 
still toe far &mn adequate to project Ihdia m ® power 

to the Arabian sea capable of laHinching sea-borne ©iseration® 
ewsn ajatnst the Kiedlisis poi^® to toe ssegten# 



a@vclo|>ing osuutry# navy alon® cm not protect thm m«lfcto® 
Interests at all times# 1#©« both in time® of peaicf® «a wir# 
tflthoat ere-jaing Its jarimary tw3c of naval Jtefam:® In tfcie of 
war. otter agencies must# therefere# participate In the task 
©f naarltlme ^curlty. The interaction of these ageiKsiee in 
that matters related to security of nattoal Intacest# tte 
country fwist seek to ©aqpand its hmm of national defsixse, if 
the base Is surely military in n^nre felieo it falls to fel 


In tte Case of maritime defence such a dovetail lug is 


possible at different levels becaaee of the po^siWIlty of oo- 
fffliiQG mx of several ItdR in the civilian and military aeetors. 


soae of tlscse copraon ^nominators can bo based upont 


iiofti-iars technology like navigational equipwent# 
radic# radio ccmmimicatlon# Sonar# and otiific electro«» 
nlc Itwns. 


Cb) A-opalston teelaKslogy like dif Iterant types of power 
pleint# getfT prc^ller etc* 





pmmmUsiQ^, poart# 


om to DC r«inal®d if indlla has not osiiy to c^eoline a TiaDta 
fflfflritifflc policy but also to regain its righttoS. plafie among fclic 

fimily of nations. 



432 

The maritime etrafeegar of a coiintary is rooted in its 

national ntratt^y «hteh la decWad to pt«K,tlng »a*agu«r3. 
i„g ItB national Intarasts. National strategy is total In 
concept ana has political an] dlploBatlc. economic and 
c ommerlclal, cultviral. gapphyalcal ana military *acets. Hart 


feegy? blit scratlng repeals that It ^ has 
faecasise, politically and economically, 
Biost @cl%sliig international character. 


Wm flaw mmn iyuria^ tim apioaiai sea p€»«r was pro*** 

jected as great distwces from the shores of the ruling coBnt>m 
rles in ordiar to conquer and defend colonies or to protect 
profit^le trade, m haim to say that even during the cmrreat 
period of ixilitical-de-ooloniBatlon, the seas are being used 
to erert politico>»ffiilitary pressure amd for what ha® be^n d©s«» 

erlbed as a new torm of colonisation the attempt certain 
developed countries to secure the commanding height® in the 

ri^QRie of sea esqsloitatlon as sea in the Indian ocean. 


Certainly# nan-allgiin^it# inwolirliig the abstaining from 
the military pacts# has been strong# consistent characteristic 
of India's national strategy. It has silted h«f will, India# 
i^ith a «ctiw & In^pendent foreign policy# has soi^ht to 
widen her areas of firien&hip and woric confidently tor peace 
and cooperation amongst nations of Jurabian sea# politically & ' 
economically. She has strali»d every veswe to build up hm 
own econony and wl»nev«r possible# €»n^lbuted to the political 



OU': tiafe AirifiQf fifties mA iiRiil tij 

Chinese aggression, India's ' 

Aoaia 8 nattoiial strategy iadked adocpafee 

rUlltoy content, that, after m2, the Arey-e strength vae 

aouhXea, t!» Air force dewlopnent apeefed up, and the mUlt«y 

aapoct Of national atrategy ac<^i,ea continental n«orlnga, tl>«t 

for the eeventlee and beyond, a stronger emphaale must be plara 

a Btronger omphaBlo east be placed on Barltlme strategy and a 

more balanced military dewlopnent. In present time « can not 

ignore this ample nmA of maritime stratem? in th® 


The use of soa power in msc timm has been fite^nt in 
this century. Including ttie post \vw, ii Period, on smmx^ time 
nwal forces himi been used to Inauence ewnts lay rapid 

movcwents in this area of actual tension, iMs deterrence t« 
carefully graduated to achieve the ahn of contrallii^ car c»i>* 
tainiiio the situation without shooting as far as possible, still 
daday gunboat dlplcwnacy is active, far as India is concerned 
hnr pGijcc fitx-ateyy vjould be a continuation of ter earlier policy 
wiwl. certain modifications to suit the dianging tiifiee. 


!'f. .-y 




In the preceding chapters^ we have discussed and analysed 
at length the various »5pects concerning the Arabian sea in India’s 
security# There# summarise tte major findings of the study and 
answer# at least#tentatlvely, the cpestlon with this £?tudy began. 
The /rrabian cea region is in greater turmall today then over 


It hac been reconded Oeopolltlcaly during pre-chrletian 





Handeto# Hwnwas which cscwnan^ fch® cntaranc© to fcl» swctiaii caill 
in to® »al>i*n s@a, B^ide® they aieo ocwiipl«d M^liaca wliich 
coiwsaiid® the isutoiet to Chlea eiidl Bastacn Africa coast lAlaaS 
iterMi®to,|iic«ih«i^ mf0 Mtdihar* After to® swta®iw®#tl» ttitoh 






• ■ 



protect thanseives against foreign navaOL activities in Arabian 


eommaniSs the entrance to Bcwabey* Besides they had also const- 
ructed several strategic naval bases like swarndurg and Vijai- 
durg In the Arabian sea, Maratha were challenged by the Euro- 
peans in 1917* 1718, 1720 and 17'22 m continuously hut could 





had lost their cootrol ovw sea belt near the Storfean end in 
1755 aritishers c^tured ViS&isSimg that Marked the ©ad o£ 
Maratha*® power la Arabian sea coast area. 


BSiropeans were also appo«d the people of 
to this region, Vwb® people were the tradltto- 
tor a centiirtes bad oordacted maritime tradte to 


Mascat 


India as well a® Indian oceaai r^ton, #!«:■ leans Imm tiicen 

the place of ^itish inflmacB strategically ana politically* 
They established their Maval basess at Diego cs^rcla sad tormed a 
central « ewamand to tl» Arabian s»a. 


India being a laost popnlac state of the wwld m well m 
hwlng a long c»astltoef has forced to play greater attentton 
to the ocaeiii resources* It has aciikilrsd ©conoate ^iiBiarelghty 





s aff*BiK»r@ oil proAicfetoii 


crude production target for taie sixth five year' plan Cl980-85> 
was enhanced from 51# 3 million fwetric tons to 63*10 million 


India’s oil and Natural Ofes Ocmroisston COHOC) has been 
conducting extensive selanle surveys in the Indian continents 
self-an area of 380,030 sq*lans# and the continents elope 4O0 
000 ‘©q.kme, over tl» past decade. The success ratio of es^lo-* 
ration drilling has been encouraging. Besides tte Bcwitfy off- 
shore r^Jon# v^ere the majority off-shore reserves lie# onoc 





Krishna and Palk Bay basins and 
itions of gas are ela> available 
we gas jftran Bcmitoy High is help- 


so baen carried out on tte proposal for tidal 
the «ailf of Ketch in oollaboration nifeh the 
tidol potential in Oilf Is belJavtil to be 



arroansa 1#20C50 raw. 

Besides the other economic Interests of India in the 
Arabian area te its trade with the Gulf miintrles, Iriditn 
firesh fiuits and vegetji^l®B are being fflowco regnlarlj to the 
Oilf c«3untrles on cotamerclal bawls, since 1975^ ttere haw 
risen ftwfsld by early 2979, 

India's security Is enflwncaiS by anticipated changes in 
KGwral variables at global# regional Mid siib»r«^ljonal levels. 
It Is also influenced by events on its ;«ctacii flaiSe lii Afidaaan 
sea r^lon, Ttsree major factors will continue to dowlRata the 
scene? the /vrilks^^Tmli cjuest Ion# Islamic reMssertton# aisS :^fcii*re 
of oil. Thee© feiroe factor® not only Influersce Indians foreign 
policy but alw domestic policy and tenc® Ewed eare®ill assess- 
ment, 

India has 'been deeply Involved# both polltScally and 
ef»t tonally in the Arato-Isarell war since the lost six decades 
If not more, today that guest ton has tooen redix^d to tm major 
Issues? the tor^ll withdrawal feom the occupied territories# 
including Golen bights# and restorli^ their Xegltamat© righto 
to the Falestlnlan people. Unllhe the past decades when 
had rejected the very concept of ni^tlated settlcmejat with th® 
Jew®# to day mtsSj® are on a dlplcisatlc affcnolve ato &t& aiRwst 
ch£dienglng tlm ruling elite of Israel to com to a wgotiafeta 
settloraent* itiill® the Mabs# laaudlog ttw; Pl»0 lexers Imve 
changed their interests, indlMi policy still ba« to reflect ^ 



tliat changing mood vis»»-iyris the basic M&h Israel c|U*»tion« 

An updated appre®iation of Ar^b»lsrael relations becomes iseen- 
tlal if Indian has to frame its west Asia policy on a «and 
footing and not act as the last of bhe radical Arab states. 


such strategic ^nportanc® of the Arabian sea area Is 
mainly due to geographical location# the important sea routes 
#iich traverse it# and the rich natural resources of the dense- 


in addition to its inost iijportant natural resource# nanely oil 




IB, ftiw confeejcfe of t2ie imreni 
FAi»fe«is will waislpaH^ <!«» ©ntisne® 








If after the fall of i 
Algls^isfcan# Piiclstaii 
tagy of tte u«s, 0 tlie 
a®8i»oa new SSwensJon 


<Silf coanfcrl©®* l^i^sistan «my is only well trained 
,rce East of the Oilf that the il-S. covkM rely. 


wiilte apart ficw* this faot Piiclstan’e 
tihe northern shores of the Gulf glte 
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rogion and the Qilf, Adifocafelfig a close securtfcy rcl^ioiistiip 
Isetv/eeti tte y#s# and Paifclstas# i»porfc counted tlm adirantagee 
thet mch relationship %ioiiia secwir® fiar the U*s* aesidos 
awrtlng ttse osgafel'w® eoiiMK|tienc®8 of a Paklefcan within tte 
soirliet orbit and restablisliljng {l*S. eredibillti' md enhanciiig 
its prestige# the r^»ort diseased thrc« inore major advantages. 
The first wasf 'The u,s, i© ciirxently building a R#id Develop- 
ment Sbrea (BDP) to protect itestern (Nx»s8 to oil-Pdcistem could 
servo ae an ©Ktremely inijortaat enttepat for an PDF moving into 
the Persian Qilf ficom the Ea»t 1*@# from Dle^ Garcia or th® 
fhillppti»s* • 

In its ciuest for dominating the straits of Haems# the 
RDF l&c§i&A facility in Ids® northern flank of J>c«bia«i seis#ev®n 
after it had acquired a chain of military bases in Egypt# Somal- 
ia# » 9 nya# Di^o Gai«ia and cman. The lose of ^ess to Ch^ 
Bahar (Iran) naval port could be asmp®f»®ted Karachi and Qmr 
dar ports# $m entlr® tl^ .^abiais ^a* such way F^lstan has 
tdeen place strategic k^ point t>r South J»ia and i»st Asia* 
Along with Arabian s@a area ha® converted into Junctioii of Al 
the strategic St military activities in this region which can pliQf 
a disclssive role for India*® western 0.aifc security# 

Aftfflr the Analysis of »s^l®n sea in India*® security# 
geopolttlcally# we have reached at the coneluselon that the role 
Of wckrld power in e» incident® of oil producing count- 
rie® ha® been a very important factor. The lncre»ing acKswwiic 





8 Of India like oil Gm^ 


m countrios as %»3.l ae ««ployment of Indians in 
basic factaors. Tints this sea had bsen cuitoral 


n Indian s^iXKantinenfc md Meibim Penlnsnla* Urn 
; aaplolted this sea econowically» politictily and 
nearly fchcee countries. Now Fabian saa area has 
i£ tfiternatiofial SMorfcimce du© to Persian Otlf 


Mtd-lSfO® both the Soi^lat Union and 
ss tflcln^ an interest in tli© raQioJ'i 
id a i^-esenct© In the are® tefcur© 1967# 

I of th® arltMi withdrawal and began 
Ymt Britain# in sever id. respects l&o 
both to sai^ttiari tt^ir allies 





ana see zmt a vaccuim was net createa* Both made interim 
arraiwements anticipating their aepartnre. Though historically^ 
no nation esasept fScitain haS heliS over tiie area, their was 
a <^ick TOfollizatlon of opinion soon after the fcnaatlon of the 
base at Diego Garcia was antiouim»d» 


The 36 asnn tries of the reilon began mobl 

lisiatlon opinion in ttm United Nations as it was fait to be 
tli^ ai>prc^riate lomm in which to disease the matter# The li- 
ttoral and hinterland states %«r© correct in this approach# 


Ti»y jtonanded the Implication of the dSclaratlon of the 
whole IndlMi ocean as a son# of P&sm, littoral and hinterland 
states secoritjr and consultations# and great powers and meJoJr 
marl time users of the M'ablan sea and the ocean consultations* 
The United Nations on the Arabian sea and Oc®m region creation 
has made slow but consistent progrees* The monber states cen 
not consider the c|ieetion of ^e ocean in l»la-' ton and otovtoiss— 
ly ^estions of their own security itf'lee# ftost of the littoral 
states conseduently have to fit In their own security and 
national needs to an overall aBrame worh which w>uld Isolate the 
region from the big powers# several of the littoral and hinter- 
land states have military treaties with one or tether of the 
super powers and this adds to ttm complexity of the Problem* • 
hlttoral states wanted to halting furtdher escalation and expan- 

r»rfflfiisnee in the area. Uttoral and hinter- 


mm 



in the region, 


There Is still ample scope for discussion to out a 
common strategy In the Arabian sea ator® the littorals the 
super poi^rs* 


^Pollution of the sea la causing canc&cn because ti'® 
IJ^endary teanenslty of th« seas# ^Ich can with stand ifsy thing 
Is dying* in fact# th«® Is only one pollution l*e* o£ oil 
pollution In the sea became waste has been rural ing Into the 
sea since time iMnencariia* Now Bome very precise measurements 
have been made In several area® but they are not sufficient to 
control the pollution* Hodernlssatlon and industrial leatlon of 
ja«d tltm nations are also Its main factors* 



India* s Iran has already denounced s&iper Pot',iers effbrts 

for fiornlng naval task forces with Its European allies &r safe- 
guarding the western interests in the CJulf and the sea» 


The strategic ijiportance o 
sent day wrld is indisputable, 
ral states is much more today tha 


A number of factors have contributed to bring about thle chani 
the erosion of the power of U*K*# the rise of ^lapana and Chloi 
the firecfuent closer of the Swe® and military tension in the 
region. Naval strategist 4.Mdbaii said that in the 2lst centu; 
the dfcstiny of the worldi will be decided on its waters* Ever; 
big po%ier now interested in expanding her sphere of influence 
in this regldin, «abian sea is rapidly going way of the, all 
continents. 


Tl» military and naval presence of the big powers in the 
Arabian «a region is a subject of warryness to the surrounding 
states. It was natural that the u*s. naval activities in this 
region should have dragged the Soviet Union also Into this 
area. TiiB geography of the Arabian sea is such that It can be 
used as an offensive deployment area for nuclear missile sub- 
marlnss u.s. because U.s.s.R* is on its msrtti. but tte 
soviet Union has important non-military maritime interests in 
the Arabaln sea. /orablan sea is a particularly remote and 
vulnerable place for the Soviet union naval ships, ittreoter 
the western oowers control most of the agrees and Ingrese poir^s 
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to the Arabian sea and tlwreiore fct» ixsssitollity of w^tirae 
reiiifttf'canent for the soiriefc in tb© lorablan sea Is 




In order to maintain a strategic secorifcy balance in 
tte /cabian sea region# the big powers are likely to strengthen 
their forces In the region# Because of the uncertainly of the 
situations In the area# the big powers intend to remain prepa- 
red to meet e«jh other’s challenge in JUrablan sea region, ih© 
entry of Mrance & Britain into the area and the cwnplex Inter- 
eete of China# J^an and others would tether complicate the 
situation in the region. Japan iK^tually.was able to achte'Wi ■ 
the status of an independent nairal power' designing and build- 
ing h^' own ships. In Hbitern times i» country can be a great 
naval power unless its science of nautical engineiaring is of 
the highest standards and Industrial potential Is not large 
enough* it is also necessary that the nat.ion has to posses® 
extensive j^ill in Shipbuilding and must be a poaple devoted 
to overseas trade. 


It is suggested that the future defence of Mrabian sea 
will fall on India and the object of navy would be to secure 
and control of the sea lanes and prevention of the enemy in 
Arabian sea fiurea. ibr this purpose the creation of a %*«11- 
balaneed taek fcrce is an objective. 


A spparate ministry of the navy can not long foe postpo- 
ned. The tradition of Delhi has so long been easolusively of 
land forces that to en trust the development of the navy to a 
defeiKa minister - is to enwrce Its subordination to array lnt«- 
asta# k sepaste portfolio hi^ to be csreated which aloiw would 
secwre continuous attention to naval problem® In al lit their 



aspects and create in the minds of political leaders aw ad®<^«<» 
ate sense of the Importance of naval dewlopnient and also help 
to Integrate all the factors necessary fer the gm%ith of a 
strong navy* 


The creation of wide Public interest and prldte in the 
navy is also essential. Hie teachino of naval historv in ^h- 


ion and awsScaniisg 


about nave 


and a oonvtettoa 


that reg ion's future greases® lie® on the s®a» 


tonal and Interna- 
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load i»aring capacity and lewi ftiel oansawiptlon chifiracteartetlcs 
are to be presented tim'e* In modern atomic ^farfisre trans- 
portation toeing enough neeajre in oompacislon to land and Air 
-has become more effective and lR^)ortant for eea trade# 

In the surrounding of Arabian »ea there are iwatly deve- 
loping countries «»d Impirtant water -wye are paselng tl«t«gh 
this region# Jtoet of the trade of the* littorals Is depended 
on the sea routes# irom very early period lndla»s relation 
was with the many cssuntrles of iUratolan sea region due to sea 
navigation and maritime activities through sea routes of this 
area# Indian civilisation had awaached in eadxeme and toecome 
popular because of the Indian navid. str®rmth and af lasted the 
other civilisation of this area# iRheee *a routes have become 
help ful time to time in establishing colonies of ead^rnal 
powers In Arabian sea area# India has remained main sea power 
till KXX3 years# but has lost Ihls graAially *d control of 
this area Is today al» In rival position# 

Itere is, no doubt, that many nations# both flrom within 
and outside the Fabian sea region# have Important interests 
in the sea a© a high way of International trad© resulting In 
the necessity of ensuring the security of the sea lanes? also 
the region has acc?slred great strategic importance# of 

these nations is# however# more vitally interested than India 
Is in this sea# 5 countries ISJce Iran# Irag# lemen# India w^d 
Pakistwi are eaclustvely depen^fc on the Arabian sea while 
some otlwcs Csrl baifica# Bangladesh# Afghanistan# »iwalt# Saudi 



wrabia# t'Mter & Egypt etc. ) have thelx slioreB «m Indlaa ocesai 
and Panclan Oilf Is a naturally iurotected'area and ha« near 
and easy access to the MBilterranean sea tteough tli® »sd sea. 
oit of five countrlte# mdia has the longest hliore toeing washed 
Ijy the Jaratolan sea* Wore than half the populufcion living In 
tte Khores of this sea* these oountries interests are dlirtMstly 
If any social c»c ewonoaiic changes ore forced on that 
p^iatlon* Iran* Iraq war and soviet intervention in ^hanls- 
tm in the year of i97S-*7i are a fresh e^owple of tlwse <xmn» 


J^otoian 




C3pp©®®3 te fcls® ®jcfe®ns4ion of fcti® Qiroiifc pow®**® 
naval a*5«>etltloii In mMm m» aiKl tt» of 

icari@ 9 ii tliaca* inSla ndfeli' otl*@f Itfetsoraia toaa voloaiS 






oz b®ijns filloctftfcitd 4br d@£@iic9§ tiliiis itlmilM** 

tliig thmU*B atollity to mmmntcmtSm wegBntlf rnrnim -Sm^ap^ 
aonts. In this stags the use of imlear la Oit regtoii 

cm not toe milef out* ihe llttcaral statm of this Jceglon woe- 


Oilf oil«£lelis will stsc^ oil supplsr of Europe wifl also Ba'^aer 


inf la with her aj^pport^PSf which wms primarily responsi^ 
tol® for torlnglng up tl^ Ifea of peace »i» area on the 
agenf a# ha® conslstenfely opposef big power© enoKmoue military 



Wfatoiais se® also, hm Inajtgtiriil of the Iton- 

OB 7 19@3# Mrs Can^jbl ©pols© sttois^ljf 

th© lnt@«wli»® willtaclsafeioa of tl>i lniiaa oeoaa aiidi 
tSm mclm&ciBmtion of «ti« i»|ogo 08Et!i®-|»«8 and i»Bie lyr^lan 
©@a awS VmBim Oilf area bases and aiio»S fcli© Boi»-alligni!!d 
nation® to redottlWi® thsur efiarts to ©nstir® that the ilw oon- 
£@r@!K:e on the Indian OcM^an and th® wftnsitiv® Konloit of 
Man s@a ^^ially mm <semwm& at the mmlimt* 

Vkm concept of peat® mm In tha Xniian oe»aiii wd p®«»e® 
aroa in tb® tWablan mMkmik saa has a a|»eci^ ©ignifleancii, 

Hich $M miniral ras^nrees* the aost pe^iulair traito xoiit® of tbo 
liorld^ the Fabian sea region is inhabited % a nustbar 

of tindor^demlopad nations of the iiorld«iv®biist sea alaci pro* 
irides ideal, iifrironment far the narifatlon* its ga>*polltieal. 
situation secede mil table bas^is for tte eiNternM poifsrs# 
specially the greidi pomrs# to control the land ixxm mm 
over# the Socio»*'msonomic batitwardaess arm the political inate* 
bility# the «i©iiti£ic mid technological lag# th® itefonce nefo- 
ness create an tepressimt sBiong the super pcnsinrs about the 
power vaeanM in th® region. The recent Hianl|sulatii«i aefelvilKlOB 
of 'Idle iMper powwra in the Fabian sea and the «riptioii of 
regtonad. conjEllcts hicee crested a htghtened amarsfietts iwr e»ta» 
bliahing pmnanent peaiai in the regioii, wiak# dlsunilsiiS «rid 
baEftvrard m th^ are# tte regioiial etatw haw evolvedi the . 
c^iKsept of fweace none thrwigh a prcpoeil to build up m collee** 

tlire oppoiition m to tte e»t«rnal wilit«:y teildMap la the 

' '■ ■ 




dl®vidops»nfe 111 til® ST®* ©sfctWliirtli tlisti csonnkiri®®# 8®ciii** 

rlfcy# li®® oil tlie AMtolim tlw M«i»3r o« WJSr «wi- 

Rts^ capalil® ©f ooufcsrolllJi® l«Hii itNi®* Asian ooimtirta# ooiilS 
contiiai® to maiiitaiii ttm momp&lf #ill® t^io «@® iw>old jrwialiwa 
ftr©@ from th® siipar powsr® infeiownfeloiis* »lv*r«itr *J* 
naAioiial charaetar and In ttm sna xagion# 


fcion* th® iiit«c»al political nnreet and pow% 
<»«ntaci®w ifitli laKSciiig cipaisdlity to iaca tlia 
ngas al®o ©ndteawar® tiw asternal ponwa eswccip* 
a« . it»e pimi»«KWis fntpr® tSite rt^ioii Jtoia 

wSmw attraetaa tt» ey®» o* poi^« to aetaib- 
mm in tlia Arabian sea region with tl* aiw of 
m liiiir reepoifeite areas of InfiLOoiice «r ImsirOi 



* # 1 Ij 


eKfeflmal pmm: politics ipr s^giomil, mimtxiMB MralispMts 
or moommSjst pmgr&mk 


ThB mSlitmj' pjcemme of big po^s lit tho rogion owaoos 



eolwretgiity mA trnxitrnm Infeogrlty m& rawl^liig of t*etr 
political# ©conomie aociid depciaaod itm 

me^i9n a®* flcora aapcr pofuMr© rif^idiric©# 


utia stability imi ®®ci«rltgf in tlm tatm t© a wacwsaaBir 
pr®c#<|Si®ition iar tSi© «fia«sfci¥» i»¥«lop»iit % ttj© littoral 
atat»s of tS*i«4r ii«fci©»®l raaoarcaa tlw ©olutten of w- 

f ®nfc proWlom® of awp8loi«i»iit# Ttmm la m wlrfi of 

the ^i^i«0i ae« ceuntriea for Ite eetahliaiMeiit of mm wrem* 
flaie the cjoncept of iSree mstbim sea will prowiae to tin 
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Use nations of the region are stixi struggling hard to consoli- 
date their newly won fr^j&aa and a sense of Insecurity ®id 
Instability arising out of the military pressures of the wes- 
tern Imperialist powers in the region was bound to affect the 
procsess of Socio-econcmtic transformation* Jeace son© concept 
alms at 3c<^ping the area free from great power rivalries and 
confrontations, fhe fear is that any large scala and loud 
presence of the naiiy of eadteraal powers is bound to create 
.problems for llttcural countries# the overwhelming majority of 
are desirous of b.aepii^ the irablan sea -as a area of 
tran<|iility. They also dememdod this area should be mcXear 
free area, frablan sea i^icfi Is of potential tensions# is k^t 
free of great powers. It is at the saro necessary to back 
their efforts by strsaigthanlng their defence over their terri- 
tories# BiailtiBie moveriients and other InataXlatlons by mdktng 
their navies adec^Jiately strong* - 

There is only one western fleet in the Indian Navy at 
western coastal territory based at Bombay* But this fleet is 
being developed into balanced entities with the necessary number 
of the Various types of vessels.* Mt current developments Indi- 
cate the need for a third fleet# based at Cochin to reinforce- 
ment of one fleet by the other in short time at the long distant 
western sea front in v.iewpolnt of increased naval activities in 
area of this tense Arabian sea of otlier powers- of the torld^ ; 
Upto 1971# Indian maritime strategic thiriklng was largely focu- 
ssed on the florth Aroian sea* There is already considerable 



iftsrlegn activity within this areaw fbrl^n warchip* ciiii la® 

replenishing «iidl p*tj»lllng forlngn airerafta hmm 
Iseeis jErecpcfitly spotted! In the air. 4t present w® hai?® 
patrol of this area and iorlegii activity can h& noticed tfemly* 
0ttt8i«te powers who are largely Interested In gaining siperlority 
in this area are eagtiitlng It* msrefore# It i® ©saeifclal to 
know what Is going on In waters under wir Jmrledlctlon or in 
areas sign if leant to our earltlile interests* 


A study of our aarltloe history reveals that the penlo- 
aular charactosr of our ©oimtry give© the AraMan s®a a prapoiv 
derant Influence on its destiny* The Bconcsnlc life of India i?r^5 
and will always ^ depei^l^nt on the power that controls the 
jyrablan &B@m wi'th an open coastline of ovwc to# westorn 
coast of India ca«i not be safe if the jcatoloe se® is unarotact®!. 


this century# including the post n ^iod* m levorai 
times# naval ta^ force® have been used to Influimcse event® tjy 
r^ld movements In this area of actua tension* This daterrence 
Is carefully graduat»d to achieve idie aim of controlling «» 
containing th® situation without shootfeg « far w posaibl®. 
still daday gunboat dlploHiaQr lo active* m m xmim min 
concerned# her peace strategy would b® a continuation of her 
fissrii«r oollcv with certain nodlflcatlon® to suit the changing 




U@ 0f 

m be glwn 


bl* &cBat» It Hiay toe used in sai^oct of of>©atattofis# 

wtnen Iflie dssnan^s# iii*3 £ox aifeiistion a navi^ 

preaence is necessary to ensure that our soweigntf i« respec- 
ted and iX legal estploifci&ton of our sea resources do not tide® 
plcce» 

on the political plane# x&mm mmy effort lia® to be 
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r fiavii iSewlc^^nife imisfc intso account wliat 

si ani hoye tosst to ieiareS ©sir snarlttei® lofcar®- 
Li ISMlW a balaiK»d naval toro© coraprisiii® 
s;s of litritiM ^faaca is a ioxregone conclii- 
s@a»?^ing»fc»rc5©0j. ttee® ilifwsntiotial in 


hiCtour iofaiwe Soxtmm* to inrotoct vital ports & toKtoors? 


logistic support tore®** to raplaistah tli® front I In® for 

c@s at mm 




Cfetn^ral pwixise ships# sudhi m Irlga&es# lend tl»!woli«aa to this 
tfsrfc SB Ihe endiirarac# leiel of fiwpces has to la© 

hlf'h this affects thO'lr mimm sutearima are classified 

sea-^lfig- forces# hat their missions «:« rKOaally inaepen- 
dent of strlka and esmrt forces*. 



©tsoires vlctuj^s# all maf&mcm navies hiswe logistic -su|>port 
such m fcaratftrs and shor® sMp©# ^Sch m& 
zepleRlstTflenit t®chni<|i«i. Thes® ipassels haw csonsidtereWie 
©niSurance^ tout do not cmxf mnmm or ^a^nisr^ fiw cfKsc- 
fciw eel f-de fence* Ttiejf hai® ttoerefire to toe e^sorted* 


■fifig liBli^ptere fear wrfclcal enwlopment* itese tellooptac® 
carried Irs ship© of fete «^hltolous feurce* *nils is a c^acltar 
lino fewloi»»efit «d which I© well wlthlfi omt reach* 





wbXTL. 


oi» tyi» o£ ftm 
ItaMTf "attficSte 
js 1971 %i»ii laain 
Kaarechl# *f<» fct« 
! dtefiswif® «Eid 


retaliation i« cmr^m 


tlii®# wa® 






438 



But war0 It «r@ not ijon attacks at mwm tHam* 
The dteclsiw battie 1® nosmally icM^bt on the hl^ti mm whw« 




coastal an^ local forces parote 

gjral ai^ paart of feim isaaritte® 


i'm naire oiie saajcir l>as® on ttm west «>ast. 
laarlfcirae ae'miopmnt. in the ^aMan sea iniiicatr.; 
m nairal bam in the sontheacn borjfter of eea aXf»* 
hail® eiaborafc© •irepaiE’ atifJ Icagietic ante at Ions, 

fnslllng and otter operafcli^ facilities should hi 


As rogard© to tte actual waging war* tlwro ar© lii^ll— 
estatollailied principles lAich are t«ight In all ii^tant military 
Institutions aisd haw stood tiJe test of ttee* !#iilst thtts® ar® 
universally applie^le to war on la«a# sea «Bd in tin air# mxm 
of tl«ra need spec lid. anphaslB In the marlttoe eetting# with it® 
peculiar spatial characteristics ae^ the ^mobility of the force® 
involved* One is the concentration of fcrc© at the right time 
and place* It involves the best use of ability# fire faower# 
endW'aiKse# and a sen^ of timing, it does not naceasatily mean 
the gigantic tnasalnci of fcurees# bat ratter the Judictons us® of 
such etrcfigth a© will# by the clever ej^ploltatton of various 
factors# to achieve siwc^ss# It does entail the prwnpt selawre 
of opportunities or the creation of situation® tliat bring atout 
the desired reeults* 


Surprise te anotter guiding principle of war* It catohes 
the adversary offguard# often uwMKrvlng and dtenwralisiiig him* 

It can be achieved by dte^tion ai^ diversion and several other 
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W^s* In maritime w&cimna it is ferae th&t It Is onlj psslltici- 
a» “who teagltie that ships «r® mt esrnlng fehetr Icaep unless 
they are rushing maiSly itooufe tte sea, H dectelw faeeefe In warl- 
time strategy is the amount ®f restriction piaoe^S on one's siA*- 
marines* tb ji^rewnfc a suhmarlne ficm atfcndklng a iwssal. until 
it is ^finitely as testlle# is to plaes® the B«l*a«rli» in a atr- 
alt-jaclcet ana inere»© her wlneratolllty# pisrtlcul^rly in the 
inode’ll ©fnriroranant. In uirSeroea warfare# when sulwisrli^ 
submarine# this kind of r«atrictloii could be fatal* »aiern 
dewelopMnt point at removing ©oui© of the feradifelonad. trnmwl© 

St customs* 

h Important proMcmi is that of the cxmtrol of Hare®® at 
»e.a# particuliurly iJi diye of efficleiit longf-rang® coi»i»il» 

cation faollifeleE* Itow tight# how close should fee the control 
of fleet iioiwdientfl at sea to the reiiota sJ»ir® hea3<|iart®ro ? it 
is generally preferable to indicate broad aim® arid Intentions 
and provide ^1 avsll^l® Intelligence to the conwianfter at »®a# 
leaving him to train©! ate them Into effactlwe action. 

Sine® im are In the miclesBr ago# we must deal with marl- 
thne strategy In this settiogb. 'tedaQf# there «•© tactlcel 
nuclei weapon® and strategic nuclear weapons* Iho strategic ■ 
nuclear wo^>ofi® are designed primarily fer attatAs on the 
®ary*@ raatn ceirttres of military fence®# industry «d avail p^aula- 
tiois# In this typ« of warfiar## s@a»b®i«d nuclear missiles# p®ur— 
ticularly isho®® in sulsmarSc®®# wwtld play a vital role* But this 



types of war would be short# the use of tactical nuclear ’neapom 

at sea is a distinct possibility* Such weapoi^ m nuclamr deptli 

BoiaibB awS Tarpedoes are in serwic® today*: tl%ir we itoes w»t 
destroy la®g® populations* yet they could be effective at sea* 


wore than any ot^her targets* can i»t sircviwe direct hit® or 
near misses of nuclear anaiwinltiofi* But the lethality of fiveii 
nucl©«- we^ns is finite* and dtsp«cced foofiatSon® of ©hip® 
provide on® ste^l® iiiethod of redwing the Impact of nwlear 
attack# Of course* disparsal reduces aaituiil si^P«^t* the 
most fa'wourable plan is on® that acMows a balance between ooi>- 
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affsctoea lay the possSJ&le tnwlwiieet of tieiitralc iii battle 


acmes# and the fapt that all p«acticlf»atliig units are uioblle 


once a confilct Is unavoldible# bold ofienslire stratefflr w the 


best foacsi of ate£eiK»* 


The Militarf' Balance b# 91« 


In present time# with the InfcroAiction of widerwator and 
air eliwents# the assesaraent of naval strengths differs from th© 
vardtetSdcs oiwad earlier In thlo centurf* it would Saa of little 
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to compare the iswabar of suteiarlfies wa mm with that of a 
pofcefitial aggreasor. it iis r»r# relevant to see ttm tteeata hS» 
stthsncsriMs pose to om: asseta ara3 %jhat w® nee^ to ocsuo- 

ter them* 

In 1911* we had to deploy a sobetantiad. part of ow flaet 
In tte west* even after Pdslstan*© pihaarlw Gbmi was s«iic* in 
order to eaercise sea control* lay cutting off fete oaewy*® lines 
of eea corMunlcafetons ^J?d atfcackirig Ms parte end airfieldb. 
ihue# the three dimensional osfeittre of ma warfare must; condlfeten 
every wow* Tasto aisJi mltoions miwt l>© ttie key conaiMrafeloh. 

assets and liahllities must be studliid to det«r« 
mine force lewis wisely* A large number of ports and terbaiire 
is an asset* since the cloenre of one or two still leave® the 
rest open fbr vital trade. But this s«» asset Ss a liability 
since it mid. tipi ies fete niialacar of ports to be defended* our off- 
ehors islands are of strategic value, providing ns with Sm§mMXi 
in dteptxi* iw-t ja©S^nd3*iQ ttea irfi|»»s aw.itmeats on our p^rfe mS 
nece^itata® ^-propr'late lewis* Our large shipping flltefe 

Is a dlfeifciMt advtfifefsge* fetougli the inersi^ed rnunber® to be pro- 
tected means heavier detonce cwnuitiiiente* Even one aulBinariii® at 
large in the sea threaten® a large wsnber of wseala* m»thm 
teipartaijt consideration is that* to conBrontatlons it eea* ths 
parties do not necessarily hmm to be aeigbbwirs with «w»n lumd 


Iroittlers* 



In tte ^ade of a stalemate In an ©verlana battle# &m 
.w@ waisr wall iae bejfond th©' land fcontter® «id arest with 
Sea c»®i8yaileatione# particalarly for conntrle® that 
i afford Imgm stodtpile©# lisiild be Tltid. in oaA cSreun- 
>• This is whf? it is Ill-advised to dismiss the defence 
te a® Wif!®ce8«ar3r In 0iiai»e wars, lii can not ^ot«!fe it 
lere# biit ws must te able to ensure it flow in vital simm 
exutciai tSmes* 


t© iwr future pros|>®rit:^* Tax this purpose she ^ 
develop sea power in the %flde®t senps* m llsis c 
and ij!i»ortaiiC® of Mavy can not hut be eniihasised. 


lOtt 
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